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TESTIMONIES 

l 

CONCERNING 

Several  iMinifters  of  the  Gospel 

Amongft  the  People  called 

U  A  K  E  R  S, 

Deceafed  : 

With  fome  of  their  laft  Expreffions 

and  Exhortations. 


LONDON: 

Printed  and  Sold  by  Luke  Hinde,  in 
George  -  Yard ,  Lombard  -  S  treet.  1760. 


H  E  Yearly-meeting  obferving,  that 
in  many  of  the  Testimonies,  received 


from  the  different  Quarterly  -  meetings,  much 
ufeful  and  profitable  Matter  was  contained, 
tending  to  promote  and  encourage  the  Practice 
of  Virtue,  and  of  that  Obedience  and  Self- 
denial,  which  the  Gofpel  of  Chrifb  requires  of 
his  Servants  ;  together  with  feveral  fhort,  but 


full  Relations  of  the  bright  Examples,  and 
folid  and  tender  Expreliions  of  many  who 
have  had  the  Happinefs  to  finifh  well,  and 
leave  behind  them  the  bed  Demonftration  of 
their  Belief  of  the  Truth,  and  Excellency  of 
the  Christian  Religion,  by  giving  a  clear 
Evidence,  of  its  genuine  Fruits  and  Effedts,  in 
their  Lives  and  Converfations  ;  and,  in  the 
Conclufion,  by  being  divinely  favoured  with 
an  Affurance  of  that  Life  and  Immortality, 
for  which,  above  all,  they  had  defired  and 


laboured. 


A  2  Under 


I 


Under  thefe  Confederations,  the  Yearly- 
meeting  directed  the  Colledting  and  Printing 
of  fuch  of  thefe  Testimonies  as  were  judged 
mofl  likely  to  be  of  general  Benefit  ;  which 


Collection  is  here  prefented  to  the  Reader. 
But  we  mull  acknowledge  we  greatly  regret, 
frequently  to  find  the  folid  and  weighty  Ex- 
preffions  of  our  dying  Friends  omitted,  under 


the  Excufe  of  Brevity  ;  when  oftentimes  they 
are  the  mofl  important,  and  would  be  the 
mofl  likely  to  be  of  Advantage  to  thofe  to 
whom  they  are  communicated  ;  but,  fo  it  is 
in  too  many  In  fiances :  To  avoid  which,  in 
future,  Friends  are  defired  not  to  be  negligent 
at  fuch  Opportunities,  but  to  make  as  full  and 
authentick  a  Collection  of  the  lafl  Words,  and 
Death-bed  Expreffions,  of  our  worthy  depart¬ 
ing  Friends,  as  they  are  capable  ;  as  thefe  are 
generally  the  mofl  lively  and  affedting,  and 


have  a  flronger  Tendency  to  flir  up  the  pure 


Mind  in  the  confiderate  Readers,  and  make 
them  to  defire  and  endeavour  fo  to  walk,  in 
the  Counfel  of  God,  as  to  obtain  the  like 
precious  Experience :  In  order  to  promote 
which,  thefe  Testimonies  are  earneflly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  Perufal  and  ferious  Atten¬ 
tion  of  Friends  in  general,  but  efpecially  to 
the  Youth  pf  both  Sexes  $  for  in  them  they 


may 
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may  fee  a  Cloud  of  Witnelfes  to  the  happy 
Fruits  of  an  early  Devotion,  and  the  unfpeak- 
able  Advantages  reiulting  to  thofe  who  embrace 
the  Vifitation  of  the  Moft  High,  and  follow 
the  Difcoveries  and  Requirings  of  his  holy 
Spirit,  in  the  Way  of  Regeneration  and  the 
daily  Crofs  ;  Advantages  which  fo  far  furpafs 
every  Thing,  which  hath  been  or  can  be  ex¬ 
changed  for  them,  that,  when  put  in  the  Scale, 
they  all  appear  lighter  than  Vanity. 

t 

There  are  two  Phrafes  ( in  the  following 
Collection  )  that  frequently  occur,  which,  to  a 
Reader  not  of  our  Perfwalion,  may  be  mifun- 
derftood,  and  by  being  mifunderftood,  may  give 
Offence  ;  they  are,  He,  or  Jhe,  was  defended, 
from  believing  Parents  ;  or,  was  convinced  of  the 
Truth.  To  obviate  which,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  it  is  not  thereby  intended  to  circumfcribe 
the  Belief  of  the  Truth,  in  the  general  Accept¬ 
ation  of  that  Phrafe,  to  curfelves  ;  or  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  other  Societies  do  not  believe  the 
Truths  of  ChriJUanity  :  But,  as  the  Words  of 
Chrift  are,  I  am  the  Truth.  This  I  am, 
the  effentiai,  everlafling,  faving  Truth,  is  that 
of  which  they  were  convinced ,  and  in  which 
they  believed :  Convinced  of  him  by  his  own 
immediate,  felf-evident  Operation  upon  their 

Minds  ; 
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Minds  ;  convinced ,  that  this  was  the  Spirit  of 
Truth,  or  whom  it  was  laid,  when  he  came, 
he  fhould  convince  the  World  of  Sin,  of  Righ- 
teoufnejs ,  and  of  'Judgment . 

And  being  brought  to  this  Rock  and  fure 
Foundation  or  living  faith,  they  became  con¬ 
vinced ,  that  as  the  Holy  Gcd  is  an  omniprefent 
Spirit,  10  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth  mu  ft  he  be 
acceptably  worshiped  ;  that  as  he  is  in  himfeif 
infinite,  ana  incorn prehen fible,  dwelling  in  the 
Ligrf,  which  no  Man  can  approach  unto ,  whom 


no  Man  hath  Jeen  or  can  fee  ,  fo,  through  this 
Spirit  of  fruth ,  this  Holy  Mediator,  Accefs 
only  could  be  had,  and  true  Worfhip  per¬ 
formed,  to  the  Father  of  Spirits.  They  were 
convinced that  as  he  is  perfedly  holy,  fo,  ex¬ 
cept  they  were  made  in  degree  holy,  their 


Prayers  could  never  afcend  with  Acceptance, 
as  the  Incenfe  of  Saints,  before  the  Throne  of 
Glory.  And  altho’  the  Command  and  Decla- 
iion  to  Abram  is  plainly  exhibited  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  viz,  I  am  the  Almighty  God,  walk  before 
me,  and  be  thou  p  erf  eel  ;  it  feemed  to  them  an 
irnpoflible  Attainment,  till  opened  by  him  who 
hath  the  Key  of  David:  They  then  faw, 
that  Perjedlion  arofe  from  the  Relation  Abram 
ftood  in  to  an  Almighty  Creator  ;  and  were 


convinced 
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convinced  that  this  Call  extended  to  the  Seed 
of  Abram  through  all  Generations.  And, 

p  t  *  r  «  •  ’"*•  r 
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Being  convinced  of  the  Purity,  fo  they  were 
of  the  Peaceabienefs  of  this  Gofpel  Difpenfa- 
ticn.  They  not  only  read,  but  felt  it  breath. 
Peace  on  Earth ,  and  Goodwill  to  Men  ;  that 
there  was  to  be  no  hurting  nor  dejlroying  in  all 
God’s  holy  Mountain. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  important  Truths,  of 
which  they  were  convinced  ■,  Truths  which, 
we  truif,  will  fpread  and  prevail  in  the  Nations 
of  the  World,  till,  in  the  Lord’s  Time,  the 
Accomplilhment  of  that  memorable  Prophecy, 
and  Proclamation  of  the  evangelical  Prophet, 
be  fully  known,  viz.  And  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs 
in  the  la  ft  Days ,  that  the  Mountain  of  the  Lord’s 
Houfe  fldall  be  eftabliflsed  in  the  Top  of  the  Moun¬ 
tains ,  and  f hall  be  exalted  above  the  Hills ;  and 
all  Nations  Jhall  plow  unto  it :  And  many  People 
Jhall  go  and  fay ,  Come  ye ,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the 
Mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  Houfe  of  the  God 
of  Jacob,  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  Ways ,  and 
we  will  walk  in  his  Paths  ;  for  out  of  Zion 
pall  go  forth  the  Law ,  and  the  Word  of  the 
Lord  j'rom  Jerufalem.  He  [hall  judge  among 
the  Nations ,  and  'Jhall  rebuke  many  People  : 

And 


A  u  *  ' 


Vi  '  ,'A* 


; 


Me  PREFACE. 

And  they  Jhall  beat  their  Swords  into  Plow- 
Jhares,  and  their  Spears  into  Pruning-hooks  : 
Nation  Jhall  not  lift  up  Sword  againft  Nation 
neither  (hall  they  learn  War  any  more.  O  Houfe 
ef  Jacob  !  come  ye,  and  let  us  walk  in  the  Light 
of  the  Lord.  Ifaiah  ii.  2,  3,  4,  5. 
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Testimonies  concerning 
Publick  Friends  deceafed. 


A  Teflimony  from  the  Monthly-meeting  at  Carlifle 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland  ;  containing  a 
brief  Account  of  the  Life  and  Services  of  our 
dear  and  worthy  Friend ,  Christopher 
S  TORY. 


THIS  our  dear  Friend,  and  worthy 
Elder,  was  born  at  Rigghead  in  the 
Pari fli  of  Kirklinton,  and  County  of 
Cumberland ,  in  the  Year  1648;  and  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  blelfed  Truth,  and  received  it  in 
the  Love  of  it,  in  the  Year  1672,  being  about 
the  Twenty  fourth  Year  of  his  Age.  And  the 
Lord,  who  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  vifit  and 
gather  him,  as  one  of  the  firit  Fruits  in  this 
Part  of  the  Borders  of  England ,  and  called 
him  to  work  in  his  Vinyard  early,  endowed 

B  him 
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him  with  a  good  Underftanding  of  the  Things 
pertaining  to  his  Kingdom  ;  and,  in  the  Year 
1677,  bellowed  on  him  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry, 
which  he  exercifed  freely  ;  and  we  have  good 
Caule  to  believe,  he  made  good  Improvement 
thereof,  as  appeared  by  his  faithful  and  un¬ 
wearied  Labour  in  the  Church  of  Chrift  in 
thefe  Parts.  His  Service  among  us  was  great, 
and  wed  accepted,  he  being  one  who  ruled 
well  in  his  own  Houfe,  and  alfo  in  the 
Church  ;  for  which  he  was  counted  worthy 
of  double  Honour. 

He  viflted  the  Meetings  in  this  Nation,  and 
alfo  in  Ireland  and  Scotland ,  divers  Times  ; 
and  as  his  Service  was  great  and  well  received 
amongft  his  Brethren,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  fo  likewife  it  was  often  his  Concern, 
in  our  own  County,  to  appoint  Meetings 
flmongft  other  People,  which  frequently  proved 
to  great  Satisfaction,  and  caufed  many  to 
confeis  to  Truth  ;  he  being  endued  with  a 
living,  plain  and  powerful  Teftirnony,  to  the 
reaching  of  the, Hearts  and  Confciences  of  the 
Hearers. 

His  Care  over  the  People  of  God  was  great, 
that  all  who  profeffed  the  Truth  might  walk 
blamelefs,  and  come  up  in  Faithfulnefs  in 
every  Branch  of  their  Teflimony.  Zealous  he 
was  againft  undue  Liberty,  or  going  into  Ex¬ 
cels  in  eating  or  drinking,  or  into  the  fooliih, 
vain  and  gaudy  fafhions  of  the  World,  in 
Superfluity  of  Apparel  \  and  his  circumfpeCl 

Behaviour, 
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Behaviour,  which  was  attended  with  much 
Meeknefs  and  Gravity,  had  often  an  awful 
Effedl  upon  fuch. 

He  fuffered  Imprifonment  and  Spoiling  of 
Goods  with  much  Patience,  which  proved  to 
be  his  Lot  pretty  early,  by  wicked  Men  who 
became  Informers,  leeking  his  Ruin,  with 
many  others  ;  yet  the  Lord  preserved  him  in 
Faithfulnefs,  and  brought  him  clean  through 
all  thefe  Exercifes.  He  flood  firm  in  his 
.Teftimony  againft  the  Anti-chrijlian  Yoke  of 
Tithes,  that  none  might  be  unfaithful  therein, 
either  in  paying  or  receiving  them.  And, 
having  a  Gift  beyond  many  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Church  Affairs,  he  exerciled  the  fame 
in  much  Wifdom  and  Prudence,  and  laboured 
diligently  for  the  Peace  of  the  Cnurcii,  and  to 
keep  out  every  Thing  that  might  appear  to 
caufe  Strife  and  Debate.  He  had  an  excellent 
Gift  of  healing  and  making  up  of  Breaches. 
And,  although  his  Way  was  not  to  lay  hidden 
Hands  on  any,  yet  he  was  indeed  as  a  tender 
nurfing  Father,  and  watched  with  a  careful 
Eye  of  Love  over  the  Flock  of  Cnrift,  that 
no  hurtful  Thing  might  get  place  among  ft 
them.  A  great  Lover  and  Promoter  of  good 
Order  and  Difcipline,  and  very  diligent  to 
attend  Meetings  of  that  Nature,  leaving  his 
own  Bufinefs  to  ferve  the  Church.  And  when 
it  was  his  Concern  to  deal  with  any  by  way 
of  Rebuke,  it  was  in  much  Tendernefs  and 
Solidity,  and  not  in  Harfhnefs  or  Sournefs. 
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He  was  a  Pattern  of  Humility  in  his  Conduct 
and  Converfation,  and  bore  a  noble  Teftimony 
againft  Pride  in  every  Branch  of  it,  and  alfo 
againit  Covetoufnefs,  and  the  eager  Purfuit 
after  the  Things  of  this  World,  by  launching 
into  Trade  and  Bulinefs  beyond  Mens  Abilities 
and  Capacities,  as  being  great  Enemies  to  the 
Work  of  God,  and  the  Profperity  of  his 
Truth. 

And  as  he  was  much  loved  and  honoured 
amongft  his  Brethren,  becaufe  of  his  Faith¬ 
ful  nefs,  fo  he  was  greatly  efteemed  by  his 
Neighbours,  whom  he  was  very  ready  to  ferve, 
in  reconciling  Differences,  and  preventing  Law- 
fuits.  And  as  he  was  not  negligent  in  the 
Work  of  the  Lord,  to  promote  Truth  and 
Righteoufnefs,  where  ever  his  Lot  was  among 
any  People,  being  of  an  univerfal  Spirit,  and 
concerned  for  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  all  $ 
fo  when  at  Home,  about  his  lawful  Affairs, 
he  was  not  negligent  in  providing  Things 
honeff  in  the  Sight  of  all  ,  and  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  blefs  his  Endeavours,  by  affording 
him  outward  Mercies,  and  giving  him  Wifdom 
to  ufe  them  in  Moderation  ;  fo  that  he  was  a 
good  Example  in  his  County,  having  his 
Houfe  and  Heart  ooen  to  receive  and  entertain 

A 

the  Lord’s  Servants  and  Meffengers.  He  was 
a  great  Encourager  of  his  Children  and  Ser¬ 
vants  to  frequent  Meetings  ;  but  a  great  Dif- 
courager  of  their  going  to  Markets  and  Fairs 
unnecelTarily  ;  and  often  cautioned  Friends,  of 

the 
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the  great  Danger  that  Youth  were  in,  of  being 
drawn  into  too  much  Liberty  at  fuch  Times, 
and  thereby  bringing  Reproach  upon  the 
Truth,  and  Dilefteem  upon  tbemfelves.  And 
though  he  was  much  againfl  Idlenefs,  and 
fuch  as  fpent  their  Time  like  the  Sluggard,  yet 
charitable  and  compaffionate  to  the  Poor,  and 
fuch  as  were  in  Want,  and  would  often  pro¬ 
voke  and  ftir  up  Friends  to  Liberality  in  Con¬ 
tributions,  and  was  himfelf  very  exemplary 
therein. 

And,  as  old  Age  came  upon  him,  his  Zeal 
and  Fervency  was  not  lelfened  ;  which  was 
demonftrated  by  the  living  Frefhnefs  that  at¬ 
tended  his  Miniftry,  and  his  continued  Con- 
iftancy  in  attending  Meetings  when  under  very 
great  bodily  Weaknefs  ;  having  been  feized 
with  a  confumptive  Diftemper,  which  increafed 
upon  him  about  the  Space  of  nine  Months ;  in 
all  which  Time  he  bore  his  Affliction  with 
abundance  of  Patience,  though  often  in  great 
Diftrefs  in  his  outward  Man  ;  yet  his  inward 
Man  was  ftrengthened  and  renewed,  and  his 
Memory  and  Underflanding  remained  firm 
and  perfect :  Often  commemorating  the  great 
and  unfpeakableLoving-kindnefs  and  Mercy  of 
God,  in  vifiting  him  in  his  young  Years.  And 
much  was  the  good  Counfel  and  feafonable 
Advice  that  dropt  from  him  in  Friends  Meet¬ 
ings,  even  in  the  Time  of  his  great  Weaknefs  ; 
as  alfo  to  many,  of  feveral  Ranks  and  Degrees, 
who  came  to  vifit  him  ;  not  forgetting  to  give 
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tender  and  fatherly  Advice  frequently  to  his 
own  Children. 

And  though  it  be  our  Lofs,  to  be  deprived  of 
fuch  a  worthy  and  ferviceable  Inftrument  in 
the  Lord’s  Hand,  as  he  was,  whofe  Memory 
will  remain  fweet  among  us  ;  yet  we  firmly 
believe  it  is  his  great  Gain,  having  faithfully 
finillied  his  Day’s  Work,  his  Reward,  we 
doubt  not,  is  great  with  the  Lord. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  6th  Day  of  the 
Eleventh  Month  1720,  and  was  buried  the 
8th  Day  of  the  fame,  being  accompanied  to 
the  Burying  Ground  at  Hetherfide ,  by  the 
greateft  Number  of  Friends  and  others  that 
has  almoft  ever  been  feen  in  tbefe  Parts  at  any 
Burial.  Aged  Seventy  two  Years.  A  Minifter 
Forty  three  Years. 


A  Teftitnony 


Publick.  Friends  deceafed.  7 


A  Tejlimony  jrom  the  Monthly-meeting  at  Settle, 
in  the  County  of  York,  concerning  Thomas 
Wilde. 

/ 

'  1 

OUR  faid  Friend,  by  bis  own  Account, 
was  born  in  the  Year  1649,  and  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  Truth  in  the  Twenty  fourth 
Year  of  his  Age ;  foon  after  which  he  became 
very  zealous  and  circumfpedt  in  bis  Life  and 
Converfation,  and,  for  Truth’s  Sake,  took  up 
the  Crofs  chearfully,  and  denied  himfelf,  not 
only  of  the  former  Pleafures  and  Delights  he 
had  accuftomed  himfelf  to,  but  even  alfo  of 
the  Trade  and  Imployment  he  was  infhudted 
in,  and  whereby  he  had  his  chief  Supply,  as 
to  the  Things  of  this  World  ;  for,  being  by 
his  Trade  a  ‘Taylor ,  he,  under  a  religious 
Concern  ot  Mind,  foon  after  his  Convincement, 
could  not  comply  with  the  making  fuch  needlefs 
and  fuperfluous  Fafhions  in  Apparel,  as  were 
then  ufed  by  his  Cuftomers,  and  thereupon 
gave  over  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Trade,  and 
betook  himfelf  to  other  Buiinefs,  in  order  to 
get  a  Livelihood ;  wherein  Providence  was  fa¬ 
vourably  pleafed  to  blefs  his  Labours  with  Suc- 
cefs  :  So  that,  although  he  never  had  a  great 
deal  as  to  the  Things  of  this  World,  yet  he 
had  a  Competency  lufficient  to  fupport  him  in, 
and  carry  him  through  the  fame,  with  Satis- 
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faction  and  Comfort.  He  was  alfo  made  help¬ 
ful  to  others  in  his  Station,  according  to  his 
Ability  ;  for  which  he  many  Times  publickly 
acknowledged  his  Thankfulnefs  to  the  Lord, 
that  ne  had  been  lo  merciful  to  him,  m  railing 
him  irom  a  low  Degree  to  a  State  of  Favour 
and  Acceptance  with  him,  as  well  as  a  Degree 
of  Service  and  Unity  among  his  People.  It 
was  not  long  after  his  Convincement,  before 
his  Mouth  was  opened  in  a  publick  Testimony 
amongft  Friends,  wherein,  although  for  divers 
Years  he  nad  but  a  few  V4/ ords  in  Meetings, 
yet  his  Appearance  was  both  acceptable  and 
ufeful  to  friends.  And  as  he  approved  himfelf 
faithful  and  diligent  in  the  Gift  bellowed  upon 
him,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  inlarge  it,  fo 
that  he  became  an  able  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  therein  his  frequent  Service  amongft 
Friends  was  very  edifying,  and  helpful  to  fuch 
as  had  the  Opportunity  of  his  Labours  and 
Service  amongft  them. 

He  was  not  only  inftrumentally  helpful  in 
that  refpect,  but  the  Lord  having  been  gra- 
ciouily  pleafed  to  bellow  upon  him  a  good 
-Degree  of  Underftanding,  he  was  thereby 
qualified  to  be  very  ferviceable  in  the  Difcipline 
of  the  Church  ;  fo  that  fuch  as  knew  him, 
and  had  the  Benefit  of  his  Labours  and  Services 
amongft  them,  had  a  valuable  Efteem  for  him, 
both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  for  he  often  vifited 
the  Meetings  of  Friends  in  divers  of  the  adja¬ 
cent  Counties  $  and,  in  the  Year  1700,  had  a 

Concern 
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Concern  upon  his  Mind  to  vifit  Fiiends  in 
Wales,  together  with  the  South  and  Weft  Parts 
of  this  Nation  ;  which  Journey,  in  Company 
with  another  Friend,  he  accomplithed  to  his 
Satisfaction  ;  after  his  Return,  faying,  L he  Lord 
had  been  near  to  and  ajjijled  him  therein,  in  the 
greateft  Exercijes  that  he  met  with  ;  and  alfo. 
That  he  found  a  favourable  and  kind  Reception 
am0ng  Friends  where  he  travelled  ;  which  bowed 
him  down  in  Spirit  before  the  Lord,  in  Thank- 
fulnefs  to  acknowledge  his  great  Goodnejs  to  him 
in  many  Refpebls .  He  was  often  made  to  rejoice 
both  in  publick  and  private,  that  the  Lord 
fliould  be  fo  gracioufly  pleated  to  vifit  him, 
and  in  any  degree  to  make  him  ferviceable  in 
the  Church  and  among  his  People. 

At  a  certain  Time,  when  vifited  with  Sick- 
nefs,  whereof  many  thought  he  would  not 
have  recovered,  he  expreffed  himfelf  on  this 
wife  to  Friends  then  prefent  ;  —  1  have  been 
often  brought  very  low  in  my  Mind ,  when  I 
confidered  the  exceeding  Goodnejs  of  the  Lord  to 
me,  in  vifiting  my  Soul  with  the  Infilling  of 
Truth,  whereby  I  was  made  to  fee  the  inferable 
and  wretched  State  1  was  then  in,  having  Jpent 
fo  much  of  my  precious  Time  in  V anity,  and  in 
following  cj  my  own  foolijh  Imaginations  ;  but 
the  Lord ,  through  his  infinite  Mercy,  in  his  own 
due  Time ,  was  pleaj'ed  to  corredl  and  chajlife  me 
for  the  fame,  and ,  in  meafure,  I  came  to  be  re¬ 
deemed  therefrom  ;  although,  I  may  fay ,  1  was 
neither  a  Prophet  nor  a  Prophet's  Son,  but  a 

poor 
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poor  forlorn  Creature,  which  caufeth  me  the  more 
to  aumtre  his  Loving- kmdnefs  to  me  5  for  I  car 

-fe  ft  atr’T/m  1  b™  gone  aftrny,  his 
Koa  and  his  Staff  have  upheld  me,  and  therefore 

1  have  come  to  witnefs  Deliverance.  /  fpeak  not 

thefe  Things  to  gain  your  Applaufe no!  lam 

fur  from  that ;  there  is  no  Dejert  in  me  :  my 
own  Unworthinefs  as  a  Man,  I  have  reafon  to 
hear  in  Mind  ;  but  it  is  the  Lordrs  Goodnefs  to 
me  that  occafions  me  thus  to  exprefs  myfelf. 

He  was  often  concerned  for  Friends  Growth 
and  Profpenty  in  the  Truth  5  and  especially 
that  the  1  outh  might  be  preferved  from  the 
many  hurtful  and  entangling  Snares  of  this 
World  ;  endeavouring  to  excite  in  Friends  a 
dihgent  Care  after  their  own  Growth  therein, 
and  that  they  might  not  too  much  deoend 
upon  inftrumental  Means,  which  frequently 
leans  to  a  Negledl  of  attending  upon  the  Gift 
in  themfelves.  Thus  he  was  often  engaged  in 
Spirit  for  the  Good  of  thofe  he  laboured 
amongft.  He  alfo  was  a  very  diligent  Attender 
of  Meetings,  until  oid  Age  and  Infirmity  of 
Body  rendered  him  uncapable,  and  therein 
was  very  exemplary  to  others.  His  Life  and 
Conversation  correfponded  with  his  Dodrine. 
He  was  not  apt  to  appear  in  Meetings,''  after  a 
publick  Manner,  unlefs  he  had  a  Neceffity 
upon  him  fo  to  do  and  then  his  Exercife 
tended  to  the  Edification  and  Comfort  of  thole 
who  fat  under  his  Miniflry,  which  was  living 
and  powerful.  ® 


In 
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In  his  laft  Ilnefs,  which  continued  many 
Months  upon  him,  he  manifefted  a  great  deal 
of  Patience  and  P.efignation  of  Mind  to  the 
Will  of  the  Lord,  faying  to  feme  Friends  who 
vifired  him,  —  I  have  had  many  comfortable 
rimes  amongft  Friends ,  the  Lord  having  been 
rjood  to  me  in  many  RefpeBs,  and  under  various 
Exenifes  and  Temptations  that  I  have  met  with  ; 
and  1  hope ,  as  1  continue  faithful  to  the  End , 
he  will  be  near  me  fill,  and  at  that  dime  give 
me  an  Inheritance  among  the  Righteous ,  which 
1  have  no  Cafe  to  doubt  of  j  for  although  this 
JfjliBion  he  has  now  laid,  or  permitted  to  be 
brought  upon  me,  be  exercifmg,  yet  if  it  fhould 
continue  and  increafe ,  I  know  that  1  ought  to  bear 
with  Patience  ;  for  the  Lord  has  been  good  to 
me  many  Ways ,  as  1  have  reafon  to  acknowledge , 
and  hope  he  will  continue  j'o  to  be  to  the  End. 

We  doubt  not  but  the  Defire  of  his  Soul 
was  anfwered  in  that  RefpeCt,  and  that  he 
now  enjoys  the  Fruit  of  his  Labours,  Peace 
with  the  Lord,  and  ybjfurance  for  ever.  And 
although,  by  reafon  of  his  old  Age,  and  the 
Infirmity  of  Body  that  had  long  attended  him, 
he  at  Times  was  not  fo  ftrong  in  his  Intellects, 
as  in  the  Time  of  his  Health  he  ufed  to  be, 
yet  he  was  in  a  good  degree  preferved  in  a 
fvveet  and  mofteoftve  Lifbofition  of  IVIind, 
and  was  fometimes  very  lively  and  clear  in 
his  Underftanding,  and  manifefted  the  fame 
in  his  laft  Moments, 


He 
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• *  i  a  |  in  great  Patience  and 

«-tilnefs,  tne  10th  of  the  Ninth  Month  1728 

and  was  buried  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  in 

lower  Bentham  in  Yorkjhire,  on  the  12th  of 

the  fame,  being  in  the  Eightieth  Year  of  his 
Age. 


A  Yefiimony  from  the  Monthly-meeting  at  Wood- 
bridge,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, °  concerning 
our  well-beloved  Frietid  Mart  Godbold. 

A/f  ARY  GODBOLD,  late  Wife  of  Robert 
If  JL  Godbold ,  of  Bredfield  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  was  born  in  the  Parifh  of  Dallingo ,  in 
the  County  aforefaid,  about  the  Year  166  e. 
She  was  well  inclined  from  her  Youth,  and' 
for  the  Sake  of  the  bleffed  Truth,  did  deny 
nerfelf  of  thofe  Things  which  the  faw  would 
prevent  her  from  doing  her  Duty  to  God  and 
Man.  About  the  Year  1706,  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  call  her  into  the  Work  of  the  Mini- 
ftry.  She  was  very  zealous  and  faithful  in  the 
Difcharge  of  her  Duty  therein,  to  the  Honour 
of  God,  and  the  Comfort  of  his  People. 

She  was  a  tender  nurfing  Mother,  both  in 
her  Family  and  in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  and 
had  a  fervent  Zeal  for  God  and  his  bleffed 
I  ruth  and  fhe  was  very  loving  and  ferviceable 
in  entertaining  Friends  ;  alfo  zealous  in  ex- 
hoiting  and  building  up  both  Old  and  Young 
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m  the  mo  ft  holy  Faith  :  And  the  very  Stream 
of  her  Teftimony  tended  wonderfully  to  per- 
fwade  the  young  Generation  to  P aithfulnefs  to 
God,  and  Love  one  towards  another.  She  was 
alfo  concerned  to  bear  her  Teftimony  againft 
that  feparate  Spirit  that  hath  appeared  amongft 
us  of  late.  And  though  {he  was  often  very 
weak  in  Body,  yet  very  careful  and  diligent  in 
viftting  Meetings,  in  and  about  the  Countier, 
of  Norfolk ,  Efex  and  Cambridgfhire,  as  well 
as  thofe  in  the  County  wherein  Are  dwelt  ; 
and  whilft  fhe  had  Strength  of  Body  to  at¬ 
tend  publick  Meetings,  fhe  nad  often  therein 
a  Word  to  fpeak  in  Seafon,  fuitable  to  the 
Conditions  of  many  ;  and  was  inftrumental, 
in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord,  to  keep  Things  in 
good  Order,  relating  to  Church  Affairs.  But 
about  the  12th  of  the  Seventh  Month  1728, 
fhe  was  taken  very  ill,  and  much  afftidted 
in  Body  ;  yet  through  fervent  Travail  of  Soul 
to  the  Lord,  in  the  living  Faith  which 
fhe  received  of  Chrift  the  Author  of  it,  fhe 
was  kept  ftedfaft,  in  the  true  Patience,  to  the 
End  of' her  Days,  and  obtained  Vifiory,  which 
God  in  his  own  good  Time  did  manifeft  to 
her  ;  and  which  moft  excellent  Enjoyment 
ftre  often  declared  of  unto  others,  to  their  Joy 
and  Refreshment  alfo.  She  would  frequently 
fay,  in  the  Time  of  her  Ilnefs,  That  the  IVork 
of  Regeneration  was  bravely  compleated  in  Chnft , 
and  all  Doubts  and  Fears  were  removed  ;  and 
■'now  fhe  waited  to  be  with  him  her  Redeemer. 

She 
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She  likewife  often  fpoke  of  the  jweet  Enjoy- 
mcnt  oj  God  s  living  Prefence ,  which  (he  was 
favoured  with  ;  for  which  (he  was  thankful, 
and  prailed  the  Lord  for  his  great  Goodnefs 
towards  her  Soul.  At  other  Times  (he  wept 
and  piayed  on  behalf  of  others,  and  begged 
that  the  Lord ,  in  his  great  Goodnefs  and  Mercy , 
would  be  pie  a  fed  to  vijit  the  Souls  of  all,  as  he 
had  vifited  her .  And  in  this  fweet,  quiet  and 
heavenly  Frame  of  Spirit,  lhe  continued  to 
the  End  of  her  Ilnefs  ;  and  on  the  4th  Day 
of  the  Eleventh  Month  1728,  being  then  very 
(fill  and  quiet,  and  in  a  Lamb-like  State,  (he 
gave  up  the  Ghoft  ;  and  we  have  good  reafon 
to  believe  (he  died  in  true  Peace  with  the  Lord, 
and  in  right  Good-will  towards  all  Mankind, 
and  is  gone  to  receive  a  Crown  of  Righteouf- 
nefs,  and  a  joyful  Reward  with  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  her  Salvation,  for  ever.  And  certainly 
the  Lofs  of  her  is  very  great  to  the  Church, 
but  undoubtedly  our  Lofs  is  her  Gain  and 
Comfort  in  Chrift,  World  without  End. 

On  the  7th  of  the  Eleventh  Month  1728, 
(he  was  decently  buried  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  in  Bredjield  aforefaid. 


A  fejlimony 
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A  cTejUmnyfrom  the  Monthly-  meeting  at  Afquith 
in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  John  Dodshon. 

HIS  our  dear  deceafed  Friend  was  de- 


1  fcended  of  believing  Parents,  and  by 
them  carefully  educated  in  the  Way  of  Truth 
and  Plain nefs.  In  his  young  Years  he  became 
concerned  in  Spirit  to  fear  and  feek  the  Lord, 
that  he  might  feel  and  witnefs  in  himfelf  the 
fanCtifying  Work  of  his  Spirit ;  and  by  attend¬ 
ing  thereto,  he  grew  up  a  good  Example  to 
the  Youth  of  his  Time.  Thus  perfevering  to 
love  Truth  and  religious  Meetings,  and  wait¬ 
ing  therein  upon  the  Lord  for  his  quickning 
Power,  he  had  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry  com¬ 
mitted  to  him.  His  Labour  and  Exercife 
therein  tended  to  Friends  Comfort  and  Satis¬ 
faction,  the  fame  being  adorned  with  an  inno¬ 
cent  Life,  and  a  grave  and  peaceable  Conver- 
fation  ;  and  through  the  Openings  of  the 
divine  Power,  his  Underftanding  came  to  be 
enlarged  in  the  Myfleries  of  the  Kingdom. 
He  was  truly  beloved  and  efteemed  amongft 
us  in  his  Services  for  the  Truth.  He  vifited 
many  of  the  Meetings  of  Friends  in  this 
County,  and  in  fome  other  Counties,  North 
and  South,  to  the  Satisfaction  and  Comfort  of 
Friends  ;  having  alfo  often  had  good  Service  in 
divers  publick  Meetings,  on  fun  dry  Occafions, 


where 
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where  many  People  of  different  Profeffions 
were  gathered.  He  was  a  very  diligent  At- 
tender  of  our  Monthly-meetings,  and  very 
ferviceable  therein  in  many  Refpe&s,  pro¬ 
moting  Peace  and  Righteoufnefs  ;  alfo  a  fre¬ 
quent  Attender  of  our  Quarterly-meeting,  and 
often  at  the  Yearly-meeting,  and  other  Meet¬ 
ings  for  Truth’s  Service. 

He  was  a  loving  and  kind  Hufband,  a  gentle 
and  prudent  Matter,  and  a  good  Neighbour  ; 
whole  Readinefs  to  be  affifting  in  many  Cafes, 
gained  him  a  general  Refpedt  amongft  them  ; 
a  Lover  of  Peace,  and  very  inftrumental  in 
compofing  of  Differences  ;  fo  that  his  Removal 
from  us  feems  not  only  to  be  a  Lofs  to  the 
Church,  but  others  alfo  ;  yet  his  great  and 
everlafting  Gain. 

Some  Months  before  his  Departure,  he  told 
fome  Friends,  he  did  not  expedl  to  continue  long 
amongft  us  ;  and,  in  the  particular  Meeting 
whereunto  he  belonged,  he  feemed  in  his 
Exercife  like  a  Perfon  hatting  to  be  difcharged 
of  his  Day’s  Work  ;  which  was  particularly 
remarked  bv  fome. 

j 

On  the  8  th  of  the  Fir  ft  Month  1728,  he  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  a  Fever ,  and  though  the 
Diftemper  was  very  violent  upon  him,  he  bore 
it  with  Chriftian  Patience  and  Resignation. 
He  gave  good  Advice  to  young  People,  and 
others  who  viiited  him,  and  often  fpoke 
thankfully  oj  the  Goodnefs  of  God  to  him ,  and 
of  the  Sweetnefs  of  true  Love,  right  Unity,  and 

Brotherhood , 
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Brotherhood,  which  he  had  laboured  to  promote , 
and  then  recommended.  He  appeared  without 
any  Surpriie  at  the  Approach  of  fo  fudden  a 
Change*;  often  praying  for  divine  Help  to  bear 
and  go  through  ;  and  nigh  his  laft  Moment 
defired,  that  he  might  have  to  draw  his  Breath 
in  the  Senfe  of  Life  ;  which  fome  there  prefent 
fully  believed  was  mercifully  granted  him  ; 
and  that  he  is  now  entered  into  the  Kingdom 
of  Glory  and  Peace  that  never  fhall  have  an 

End.  7 

He  departed  this  Life  the  14th,  and  was 

buried  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  Hard- 
caftle  Garth  the  1 6th  of  the  Firft  Month  1728, 
being  attended  to  his  Grave  by  many  Friends 
and  others.  Aged  about  Fifty  three  Years. 
A  Minilter  nigh  Thirty  Years. 


A  Sfeftimony  from  the  Quarterly-meeting,  held 
at  Pardlhaw-hall,  for  the  County  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  concerning  Thomas  Drewrey  Senior. 

THOMAS  DREWREY  Senior,  of  Bolton 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland ,  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  Truth  about  the  Fourteenth  Year 
of  his  Age  :  There  being  but  very  few  in  thole 
Days  who  made  Profeffion  thereof,  he  was 
much  vilified,  derided  and  reproached,  by  his 
Parents,  Relations  and  others,  who  uied  what 
Means  they  could  to  perfwaae  him  not  to 
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leave  the  W  ay  of  his  Anceftors ;  during  which 
Time,  he  underwent  great  Afflictions  upon 
feveral  Accounts  ;  yet,  being  fupported  by  the 
Power  and  Virtue  of  that  which  he  profeffed, 
he  was  enabled  to  hand  through  all.  As  he 
giew  in  It  ears,  he  grew  in  Strength  and  faving 
Knowledge,  and  by  degrees  came  to  witnefs 
an  Improvement  in  that  Gift  the  Lord  had 
bellowed  upon  him,  fo  that  in  due  Time  he 
was  engaged  to  open  his  Mouth  in  publick 
Teftimony,  and  to  declare  unto  others,  what 
the  Lora  had  made  him  an  Experiencer  of. 
His  diligent  and  fervent  Labour  was,  that  all 
might  oe  made  Sharers  thereof.  He  was  not 
eloquent  of  Speech,  nor  accomplifhed  with 
Literature,  but  was  attended  with  the  Life 
and  Power  of  Truth,  which  is  the  Subftance 
of  the  true  Miniftry  :  This  made  his  Offerings 
beneficial  and  edifying  to  the  Church.  He 
did  not  travel  much  abroad,  except  fometimes 
into  the  South  and  Weflern  Parts  of  England 
and  IV ales,  but  very  diligently  attended  the 
Meetings  he  belonged  to  ;  and  alfo  often 
vifited  Meetings  in  his  native  County.  He 
was  a  good  Example  in  a  blamelefs  Life  and 
Conversation,  and  a  faithful  Sufferer  for  the 
Teftimony  of  Truth,  in  the  Time  of  Perfe¬ 
ction.  He  had  a  Fine  of  Twenty  Pounds 
impofed  upon  him  for  keeping  a  Meeting  at 
his  Houfe,  and  the  fame  being  levied,  made 
great  LJavock  of  his  final!  Stock  ;  yet,  as  he 
often  faid,  he  never  fujfered  Want .  His  Heart 

was 
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was  open  to  entertain  Friends,  and  often  to 
contribute  to  the  Neceffity  of  the  Poor,  which 
he  frequently  advifed  friends  umo,  faying, 
the  Lord  love's  a  cheerful  Giver.  So  being  an 
Encourager  of  Good,  in  all  refpedls,  he  found 
the  Blefiing  and  Comfort  thereof  in  his  de¬ 
clining  Days,  infomuch,  that  when  he  ad¬ 
vanced  in  Age,  and  Infirmity  of  Body  grew 
upon  him  to  that  degree,  that  he  was  unable 
to  attend  Meetings,  he  was  preferved  in  a 
tender  and  fweet  Frame  of  Spirit  ;  during 
which  Time,  the  Vifits  of  Friends  were  very 
acceptable  to  him,  having  great  Love  to  them 
for  Truth’s  Sake,  and  faying,  He  greatly  loved 
the  Company  of  Friends ,  and  hoped  he  Jhould  die 
in  Unity  with  them  ■,  and  that,  as  Truth  had 
been  his  Choice  in  his  Youth ,  it  was  his  Support 
and  Comfort  in  his  old  Age,  or  elfe  his  Infirmity 
of  Body  would  be  heavier  to  bear.  Yet  he  often 
expreffed  his  Defire  to  be  diffolved  and  to  be 
at  Reft,  feeling  nothing  but  Peace  with  God 
and  Goodwill  towards  all  Men.  And  being 
fenfible  the  Time  of  nis  Departure  drew  neai, 
he  was  very  defirous  of  his  eldeft  Son  T nomas  s 
Company,  who  had  many  fohd  TL  imes  of 
Conference  with  him,  about  Truth  and  the 
Affairs  thereof  ;  but  the  moft  memorable  and 
weighty  Expreffions  which  he  uttered,  near 
the  Time  of  his  Conclufion,  were  to  this  Ef¬ 
fect.  —  I  have  lived  to  a  good  old  Age ,  and  gone 
through  divers  Exerci/es  and  Trials  and , 

through  all ,  the  Lord  hath  been  my  Help  and 

C  2  Support ; 
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Support  ;  and  now  I  have  fo  much  Peace  and 
Satisjathon  in  my  inner  Man ,  that  it  feems  to 

me  ij  I  had  my  Days  to  fpend  over  again  I 
could  not  Jpend  them  better.  ’ 

After  this,  his  Time  was  but  fhort  •  his 

Body  weakned,  and  his  Speech  failed,  fo  was 

not  well  to  be  underftood  ;  and  as  Peace  had 

been  his  Delight  in  his  Life-time,  he  was 

favoured  with  a  peaceable  and  quiet  End 

without  either  Struggle,  Sigh  or  Groan. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  29th  Day*  of  the 

Third  Month  1729,  in  the  Ninety  firft  Year 

of  his  Age.  A  Minifter  Fifty  Years,  or  up¬ 
wards.  r 


Some 
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Some  Account  of  Shis,  ah  Brown,  of  Pickering, 
'with  fome  of  her  dying  Sayings ,  as  near  as 
can  be  remembered :  From  the  Monthly - 
meeting  o/’Malton  in  Yorkshire. 

SHE  was  carefully  educated,  by  her  Parents, 
in  the  Principles  of  Truth  ;  and,  when 
very  young,  fhe  fell  under  a  Concern  of  Heart, 
that  lhe  might  come  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  Lord  for  herielf ;  and,  in  order  thereto, 
as  flie  in  the  Time  of  her  laft  Ilnefs  declared. 
She  "was  made  willing  to  Jeek  out  private  Places , 
to  pour  forth  her  Supplications  to  the  Lord  ; 
befeeching  him,  to  make  the  Way  of  ‘Truth  more 
fully  known  to  her  ;  and  alfo,  to  enable  her  to 
walk  therein.  Which  Concern  he  was  pleafed 
to  regard,  in  his  own  Time,  to  his  Praife, 
and  to  her  Growth  and  Incouragement  in  the 
Truth  ;  for  about  the  Twenty  fecond  Year  of 
her  Age,  a  Part  in  the  Miniftry  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  her,  which  became  a  very  clofe 
Concern  upon  her,  being  fuch  a  Crofs,  that 
lhe  faid.  She  had  rather  have  parted  with  her 
natural  Life  ;  but  could  find  no  Peace  without 
anfwering  the  Lord's  Requirings ;  and  therefore 
lhe  refolved,  through  his  divine  Affiftance,  to 
be  obedient  unto  him ,  though  all  Sorts  of  People 
might  hits  at  her. 

C  3 
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She  travelled  in  the  Service  of  the  Miniftry, 
in  this  and  feveral  neighbouring  Counties,  and 
was  well  received,  {he  being  of  a  grave,  modeft 
and  exemplary  Behaviour,  as  became  her  Vo¬ 
cation,  and  our  holy  Profeffion  ;  and  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  favour  her  with  Ghriflian 
Courage  to  the  lad  :  For  in  the  Time  of  her 
late  Ilnefs  (it  being  a  pining  Diftemper)  {he 
fignified,  that  (he  had  freely  given  up  her  (elf 
and  all  that  was  near  to  her ,  to  the  Lord ;  and, 
in  great  Sweetnefs  of  Spirit,  very  frequently 
exprelfed  her  earned:  Delire  for  the  Pieferva- 
tion  of  her  Hujband  and  Children  in  the  ‘Truth . 
She  often  bewail’d  the  loofe  Profeflors  of  our 
own  Society,  and  alfo  the  Blindnefs  and  Pro- 
phanity  of  many  in  other  Profeffions,  expreff- 
ing  her  Delire  for  the  Good  of  all  People  ; 
and  faid,  that  flee  had  no  Gaufe  to  diflrujl  the 
Lord ,  for  he  had  been  wonderfully  kind.  And 
near  her  End  {he  had  many  lick  Fits,  yet 
often  broke  forth  in  great  Sweetnefs,  faying, — • 
Glory  be  to  the  eternal  God,  whom ,  Ihe  laid, 
free  felt  to  be  near  her  in  that  the  Time  of  her 
great  Afiiciion  of  Body. 

About  half  an  Hour  before  her  Departure, 
fhe  feetned  to  have  an  hard  Struggle  with 
Death,  and  fpake  not  much  more  to  us  ;  but 
a  few  Minutes  before  fhe  drew  her  laft  Breath, 
{he  appeared  eafy,  and  very  fweetly  cried  out, 
* — Glory  be  to  the  eternal  God  !  And  fo  long  as 
fhe  could  fpeak,  in  Sweetnefs  of  Spirit  gave 
Glory  to  God.  And  although  {he  hath  finhhed 
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her  Courfe  in  this  World,  her  Memory  is 
fweet  to  us  that  are  left  behind. 

She  died  the  18'th  of  the  Fourth  Month 
1729,  in  the  Thirty  third  Year  of  her  Age, 
and  was  buried  at  Pickering  aforefaid. 


A  Tejlmony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  at 
Pardfhaw-hall  in  Cumberland,  concernhig 
Thomas  Scott  of  Newbiggin. 

HE  was  born  at  Hetherfde ,  in  the  Year 
1678,  in  the  faid  County.  His  Parents 
were  of  the  Church  of  England ,  in  which 
Way  he  was  educated  ;  but  being  at  a  Meet¬ 
ing  of  Friends,  the  Lord  was  pleafed,  through 
the  Miniftry  of  his  Servants,  to  reach  his  Un- 
derftanding,  fo  that  he  was  fully  convinced  of 
the  Truth,  and  joined  with  Friends,  took  up 
the  daily  Crofs,  and  denied  himfelf  of  his 
former  Pleafures  and  Paftimes. 

He  was  of  an  innocent  Behaviour,  and  grew 
in  the  Truth  ;  and  after  fome  Time,  the  Lord 
endued  him  with  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry.  His 
Appearance  was  in  a  lowly,  humble,  Frame  of 
Mind,  in  the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and 
Power,  and  attended  with  a  fweet  and  hea¬ 
venly  Authority,  to  the  edifying  and  refrefhing 
of  the  Church.  He  was  juft;  upon  the 
Workers  of  Iniquity,  though  confolating  to 
the  True-hearted.  His  Care  of  the  Church 
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was  great,  and  the  Profperity  of  Truth  much 
in  his  View.  He  was  well  efteemed  by 
Friends.  He  vifited  the  Churches  in  divers 
Parts  of  this  Nation,  and  alfo  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain,  where  he  had  good  Service. 

He  was  a  good  Example  to  the  Youth  ;  a 
loving  Hufband,  and  a  tender  affectionate 
Father  to  his  Children,  and  often  fupplicated 
the  Lord  for  them. 

Being  at  a  Meeting  one  Firft-day,  he 
livingly  preached  the  Gofpel  •  and  in  his 
Return  was  taken  with  an  Ilnefs,  which  in- 
creafed  and  remained  upon  him  near  three 
Weeks  ;  during  which  Time,  he  was  patient 
and  refigned  to  the  Will  of  the  Lord,  faying, 
that  Death  was  no  Terror  to  him. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  8th  Day  of  the 
Sixth  Month  1729,  in  great  Unity  with  us, 
and  was  interred  in  Friends  Burying  Ground 
at  Hetherfide.  Many  Friends  attended  his 
Burial,  and  the  Truth  was  powerfully  de¬ 
clared,  to  general  Satisfaction.  Aged  Fifty 
Years.  A  Minifter  Twenty  Years. 
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A  feftimony  from  the  Monthly-meeting  of  Pard- 
fhaw-Kall,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland, 
concerning  Joseph  Bunting. 

Iqr£  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  defcended  of 
"1  honeft  Parents,  whofe  Names  were 
'■ foleph  and  f  ane  Bunting.  They  brought  him 
over  with  them  when  young,  and  fettled  upon 
a  Farm,  within  the  Compafs  of  Allenby  Meet¬ 
ing  in  this  County,  for  feveral  Years 

He  was  educated  in  the  Way  of  Truth, 
and,  in  his  young  Years,  much  inclined  to 
read  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  the  Writings  of 
Friends,  being  endued  with  a  large  natural 

a  About  the  Twelfth  Year  of  his  Age,  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  vifit  him  ;  fo  that  he  hath 
fince  been  heard  to  fay,  He  Jhould  then  have 
opened  his  Mouth  in  publick  ffeftimony  in  Meet¬ 
ings  ;  but  not  giving  up  in  Obedience,  was, 
through  the  fubtil  Workings  of  the  Enemy,  for  a 
< fime  led  away  after  youthful  V amties.  After¬ 
wards,  about  the  Twenty  fecond  Year  of  his 
Aae,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  him  a  fecond 
Vifitation,  by  the  powerful  Miniftry  of  our 
worthy  Friend  Mary  Ellerton  of  lork,  then  in 
this  County.  Soon  after,  he  gave  up  in  Obe¬ 
dience  to  what  he  believed  was  required  of 
him,  and  came  forth  in  a  publick  Teftimony, 
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Jn  a  few  Words,  which  was  attended  with  the 
^ower  and  Authority  of  the  Truth,  and 
being  preferved  in  an  humble,  lowly  Mind^ 

he  grew  in  his  Gift,  and  became  an  able 
Mimfter  of  the  GofpeL 

He  vifited  Friends  in  moll  Parts  of  this 
Nation  and  Ireland  having  good  Service  for 
the  Truth,  whereof  many  are  Witness.  His 
Mimftry  was  found,  living,  clear,  powerful 
and  prevalent  ;  juft  upon  the  Workers  of  Ini- 

^IT, tCnder  and  con^ating  to  the 
leaft  Child  in  the  Truth. 

He  was  married  to  an  honeft  young  Woman 
W  Allenby  Meeting  about  two  Years  ago  and 
removed  to  Whitehaven ,  where  he  had  good 
Service  amongft  Friends  and  others,  who 
much  lamented  his  Death.  His  Teftimony 
was  very  affedling  to  People  in  many  Places. 
He  was  willing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for 
Truth’s  Sake.  His  Converfation  was  folid 
lavoury  and  exemplary.  We  cannot  but  lament 
the  Lofs  of  fo  ferviceable  an  Inftrument  in  the 
Hand  of  the  Lord.  Several  were  convinced 
by  him  and  joined  with  Friends.  He  was 
diligent  in  attending  Meetings  when  at  home. 

In  his  Sicknefs  he  was  patient,  and  faid,  It 
was  a  brave  Thing  to  have  a  clear  Confcience  at 
fitch  a  Time.  And  calling  his  dear  Wife  to 
him,  faid,  He  muji  leave  her,  and  commit  her 
into  the  Hands  of  a  good  Keeper  ■,  adding,  IV hat 
Caufe  have  I  to  be  thankful ,  that  I  have  had 
Time  to  remember ,  and  call  on  him  who  will 

take 
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take  me  to  himfelf.  He  declared  often,  that  he 
was  very  eafy  ;  and  in  his  Sicknefs  he  was  at 
Times  wonderfully  drawn  forth  in  Prayer. 

He  departed  this  Life,  in  great  Umty  wl  h 
Friends,  the  29th  Day  of  the  Ninth  Month 
1729,  and  we  believe  is  at  Reft.  He  was 
buried,  the  ift  Day  of  the  Tenth  Month  in 
Friends  Burying  Ground  in  Whitehaven,  ^hete 
a  great  many  Friends  and  others  attended,  and 
divers  living  Teftimonies  were  born  to  the 
Truth.  Aged  about  Thirty  four.  A  Mmiiter 

Twelve  Years. 


A  Te/limony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Durham,  concerning  Elizabeth  Wheatly. 

H  E  received  the  Truth  in  her  young  and 

j.  tender  Age,  in  the  early  Breakings  forth 

thereof,  about  the  Year  1656  At  her  firft 

Convincement  the  met  with  Hardlhips  from 

her  Mother,  who  was  a  Widow,  and  fo  fevere 

againft  her,  that  {he  turned  hereout  of  her 

Houfe  to  fhift  for  herfelf ;  but  this  ouffering  was 

made  eafy  in  a  little  Space  :  Some  Relations 

being  convinced,  one  of  them  entertained  her 

?t  whole  Houfe  fhe  remained  feme  tears;  and 

in  this  Time  (he  not  only  became  wed  fettled 

and  grounded  in  the  Truth,  but  was  railed  up 

to  give  a  frefh  and  lively  Teftimony  to  others 

of  its  Goodnefs,  to  the  Comfort  of  the  Meet¬ 
ing 


.  ' 
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Jfig  to  which  file  belonged,  and  to  the  edifying 
oi  many.  And  being  made  willing  to  give  uS 
o  what  was  mamfefted  and  called  for  at  her 
hand  to  bear  Teftimony  unto,  fhe  became  a 
very Serviceable  Inffrument  in  the  Hand  of  the 
l^ord,  to  the  comforting  and  ftrengthning  of 
many,  by  her  continued  Labour  of  Love  • 
which  was  not  only  acceptable  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  tarts  where  flie  hi  ft  had  her  Service 
but  £ he  was  frequent  in  Travels,  vifiting  moft 
Counties  in  England,  and  feveral  Parts  of  Scot- 
hind  being  zealcufly  concerned  for  the  Growth 
oi  Truth  amongft  the  ProfefTors  of  it  that 
they  might  arrive  at  the  true  Knowledge 
thereof. .  She  was  of  a  good  Savour  amongft 
her  Neighbours  and  Acquaintance,  and  of 
good  Service  even  to  very  old  Age  •  and 
fin ifhed  her  Courfe  in  this  Life  in  the  Ninetv 
lecond  Year  of  her  Age ;  having  been  'a 
Pieacher  of  Righteoufnefs,  not  only  in  Word 
and  Doctrine,  but  alfo  in  Life  and  Converfa- 
tion,  for  about  Seventy  Years.  And  havino- 
laid  down  her  Head  in  Peace,  die  reds  from 
her  Labours,  and  her  Works  follow  her. 

She  departed  this  Life  at  Eoefton,  bein'*  the 

Place  of  her  Abode,  the  20th  of  the  Twelfth 
Month  1729.  ; 


■The 
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The  Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  oj 
Lancafter,  concerning  Sarah  Tomlinson. 

OUR  Friend  Sarah  Tomlinfon  was  born  in 
Chejhire.  She  was  educated  by  her  Pa¬ 
rents  in  the  Principles  of  the  Church  of 
England,  her  Father  being  a  Pried:.  The 
manner  of  her  Convincement  we  cannot 
rightly  fhew,  there  being  no  Footfteps  to  be 
found  amongft  her  Papers  that  give  any  In¬ 
formation  thereof  :  But  this  we  know,  that 
upon  her  embracing  our  Principles,  and  join¬ 
ing  in  Society  with  us,  die  was  turned  out  of 
her  Father’s  Houfe  ;  whereupon  our  Friend 
Tabitha  Ardern ,  of  Stockport  in  Chefsire,  cha¬ 
ritably  took  her  under  her  Care,  where  fhe 
became  confirmed  in  the  Principles  of  Truth 
fhe  had  before  embraced  ;  and  in  due  Time  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  commit  to  her  a  Gift  in 
the  Miniftry,  in  which  fire  laboured,  both  in 
the  Meeting  to  which  fhe  belonged,  and  in 
many  Parts  of  England  and  Wales.  Her  Mi¬ 
niftry  was  attended  with  Life  and  Power,  as 
many  have  experienced  to  their  Comfort  and 
Refrefhment.  She  wras  very  ferviceable  in 
Meetings  eftabiifhed  for  Church  Difcipline, 
being  peculiarly  qualified  for  it  ;  charitable  to 
the  Poor,  particularly  when  under  Infirmity  of 
Body,  fire  having  great  Judgment  in  applying 

proper 
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proper  Remedies  for  their  Relief,  and  her 
Death  is  therefore  by  them  much  lamented. 
In  all  thefe  and  many  other  Services,  fhe  la¬ 
boured  to  the  Time  of  her  laft  Ilnefs,  which 
was  a  Fever.  Many  Friends  and  Neighbours 
who  then  vifited  her,  found  her  in  a  patient 
Refignation  to  the  Lord’s  Will.  She  often 
expreffed  her  earned;  Defire,  that  Friends  might 
profper  in  the  “Truth ,  and  live  in  Unity  one 
with  another  ;  and  but  a  few  Hours  before  her 
Departure,  recommended  her  dear  Love  to  all 
Friends,  dignifying  her  Satisfadlion  in  her  ap¬ 
proaching  Diffolution  ;  which  was  comfortable 
to  thole  attending  her  j  and  we  have  realon  to 
believe  fhe  is  gone  to  Reft. 

She  died  at  her  own  Houfe  in  Warrington 
the  24th,  and  was  buried  the  27th  of  the 
Twelfth  Month  1729,  at  Friends  Burying 
Ground  there,  her  Body  being  accompanied 
to  the  Grave  by  many  Friends  and  Neighbours. 


A  Teflimony 
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A  ' Tefiimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  in 
Cumberland,  concerning  Henry  Atkinson. 

IJTE  was  defcended  of  believing  Parents,  at 
”1  Mojlhorn  in  the  faid  County,  who  died 
when  he  and  their  other  Children  were  young. 
Hereupon  this  our  Friend  was  received  by  a 
Relation,  a  Member  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  educated  him  in  that  Way.  He 
was  then  a  fober  Youth,  and  was  bound  Ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  ‘Taylor  in  Newcaftk  upon  Tyne . 
After  fome  Time  he  removed  to  London  and 
fettled  there,  and  was  convinced  of  the  Truth, 
and  joined  with  Friends  at  London ,  and  moftly 
continued  there  for  Fourteen  Years.  He  then 
returned  into  his  native  Country  and  fettled 
there,  and  was  well  efteemed  by  Friends; 
being  often  melted  and  broken  by  the  Power 
of  Truth  in  Meetings.  Fie  came  forth  in  a 
publick  Teftimony,  and  was  ferviceable  therein. 
He  was  of  a  clean  fweet  Condudl,  redeemed 
from  the  World,  and  the  Spirit  of  it  ;  and 
often  bore  his  Teftimony,  in  the  Authority  of 
Truth,  againft  the  fame.  He  was  of  a  cheer¬ 
ful  Temper.  Fie  vifited  the  Churches  divers 
Times  in  Nortk-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  we 
believe  had  good  Service. 

Near  the  latter  Part  of  his  Time,  he  was 
concern’d  to  vifit  the  South  Parts  of  this 
'  Nation. 
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Nation.  He  had  a  Certificate  from  the 
Monthly-meeting  he  belonged  to,  and,  as  we 
underftand,  was  enabled  to  accomplifh  his 
Service  ;  but  in  his  Return  was  taken  with 
a  Fever  and  Ague  at  a  Friend’s  Houfe  near 
Banbury  in  Oxfordfhire,  where  he  departed 
this  Life,  about  the  Sixtieth  Year  of  his  Age. 
A  Minifter  Thirty  Years. 


The  Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Newcaftle,  concerning  Samuel  Maud,  late 
of  Sunderland. 

WE  think  it  our  Duty,  and  hope  it  may 
be  of  Service,  to  recommend  to  Pofte- 
rity  the  good  Example  of  this  our  dear  deceafed 
Friend.  He  was  born  at  Leeds  in  Tor kf  ire ;  his 
Parents  being  Prejbyterians,  he  was  educated 
in  that  Way  till  about  the  Eighteenth  Year 
of  his  Age  ;  at  which  Time  he  came  to  live 
with  William  Maud,  his  Uncle,  at  Sunderland, 
who  was  a  Profeffor  of  Truth  in  its  early 
Breakings  forth  ;  with  whom  he  continued 
not  long,  before  he  was  convinced  of  the  fame, 
and  made  open  Profeflion  thereof ;  demon- 
fi  rating  to  the  World  the  bleffed  Effects  of  the 
Power  of  Truth,  by  a  fober  and  religious 
Converfation,  in  which  he  feemed  daily  to 
improve,  until  he  was  raifed  up  to  bear  a 
publick  Tefiimony  to  the  Light  of  Jefus, 

which 
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which  had  wrought  his  Reformation.  His 
Labour  of  Love  was  well  accepted  of  by  his 
Brethren,  he  appearing  well  qualified  for  the 
Work  of  the  Miniftry,  being  lively  and  edify¬ 
ing  in  his  Teftimony,  found  in  Dodtrine,  and 
exemplary  in  a  fteady  pious  Conduit.  A  Lover 
of  Peace  and  Unity,  which  he  not  only  fre¬ 
quently  recommended  to  others,  but  fo  fully 
demonftrated  his  own  Regard  to  it,  that  in 
fome  Contefts  he  meekly  refigned  his  Right 
for  the  Sake  thereof.  He  kept  a  more  than 
ordinary  Government  over  his  own  Spirit, 
which  made  the  Work  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth 
fhine  forth  very  eminently  both  in  his  Life 
and  Dodtrine.  This  rendered  him  dear  to  us, 
and  well  efteemed  by  others.  And  fo  fenfible 
are  we  of  his  eminent  Services,  both  in  the 
Miniftry  and  Difcipline  of  the  Church,  that 
the  Spirits  of  many  are  bowed  down  in  a  deep 
Senfe  of  the  Lofs  we  fuftain  by  his  Death. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  4th  Day  of  the 
Second  Month  1730.  Aged  Sixty  three. 
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A  Tejlimony  from  Carloe  Monthly  -  meeting  in 


Ireland,  concerning  George  Russel. 


HIS  our  dear  deceafed  Friend  hath  been 


JL  known  by  fome  of  us  about  Fifty  five 
Years.  He  was  a  Man  of  an  innocent  Life 
and  blamelefs  Converfation,  zealous  for  the 
Promotion  of  Truth,  and  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Church  ;  conftant  in  attending  Half-year’s, 
Quarterly  and  Province-meetings,  as  well  as 
the  particular  Meeting  to  which  he  belonged  ; 
and  often  had  a  Concern  upon  him  to  advife 
Friends  to  make  right  Ufe  of  Time,  that  their 
Day’s  Work  might  be  done  in  the  Day  :  -  For 
that  an  extrcifng  "Time  and  Day  of  great  Mor¬ 
tality  was  coming  on,  which  would  be  a  dreadful 
Day  to  the  Unfaithful  and  Difobedient  amongft 
us  \  and  that  there  would  be  no  Safety  in  that 
Day ,  but  in  the  Lord's  Arm  of  Power  ;  faying, 
we  fhould  be  fafe  under  it,  and  not  otherwife . 

The  Subftance  of  this  he  was  frequently 
concerned,  under  great  Dread  and  Weight,  to 
declare  amongft  us  ;  and,  to  fome  who  vifited 
him  in  his  Ilnefs,  faid,  that  What  he  had  fo 
often  been  concerned  to  declare  amongft  us,  would 
come  to  pafs.  His  Appearance  in  Meetings  was 
always  under  a  reverent  Awfulnefs.  And  as 
he  was  diligent  in  attending  Meetings,  fo  was 
he  frequently  concerned  to  prefs  Friends  to 
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vifit  Families  within  the  Compafs  of  our 
Monthly  -  meeting  ;  faying,  The  Lord  often, 
owned  them  in  that  Concent ,  as  there  was  a 
'waiting  upon  him  in  the  Service .  In  inch  Vifits, 
he  at  times  had  a  clear  Signt  lefpedting  the 
State  of  Families,  and  would  drop  very  fuitable 
Advice  upon  tnofc  Qccafions.  FI  is  Love  was 
fuch  to  Friends  and  Truth,  that  he  buffered 
not  his  outward  Affairs  to  hinder  his  attending 
the  Service  of  the  Church,  but  was  always 
ready,  when  of  Ability,  to  join  t  riends  tneicin, 
and  mindful  to  encourage  others.  lie  was  one 
who  took  the  Over-fight  oi  the  Flock,  not  by 
Conftraint,  but  willingly  ;  and  we  have,  with 
his  Wife  and  Children,  to  whom  he  was  a 
loving  Hu  (band  and  tender  Father,  a  fenfible 
Lofs  of  fo  worthy  a  Friend  and  Elder,  who 
was  taken  from  us,  lively  in  old  Age. 

He  endured  the  Pain  of  his  laft  Unefs  with 
-wreat  Patience,  and  in  Spirit  was  attended 
with  divine  Sweetnefs,  which  fuppoil_d  him 
through.  He  had  his  Requeft  granted,  of 
an  eafy  PaJJdge  out  of  this  Life  ;  and  we  have 
no  Caufe  to  doubt  he  enjoys  the  Fruit  of  his 
Labours,  and  is  entered  into  the  Reft  prepared 
for  the  Righteous. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  1 8th  of  tire 
Sixth  Month  1730.  Aged  about  Eighty,  a 
Minifter  about  Forty  Years. 
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A  \ Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  at 
Hurftperpoint,  in  the  County  of  Suflex,  con¬ 
cerning  William  Beard. 

HE  was  a  meek,  humble,  innocent  and 
inoffenfive  Man,  a  fincere  Lover  of 
the  Truth,  and  of  the  Friends  of  it.  He  dili¬ 
gently  frequented  Meetings  fo  long  as  Ability 
of  Body  would  permit.  And  as  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  commit  to  him  a  Part  in  the  Miniftry, 
we  believe  he  faithfully  difcharged  his  Duty 
therein.  His  Delivery  was  in  Plainnefs  of 
Speech,  frequently  in  great  Tendernefs  and 
Brokennefs  of  Spirit.  He  feidom  appeared  in 
many  Words  at  a  time  ;  yet  what  he  de¬ 
livered,  feemed  always  to  fpring  from  the 
divine  Fountain,  it  being  attended  with  Life 
and  Power,  and  was  greatly  to  the  comforting 
and  Refreihment  of  many.  Fie  ufed  with 
much  Earneftnefs  to  exhort  and  prefs  all  to 
Diligence  in  Meetings,  and  that  none  would 
fit  down  eafy  under  a  bare  Profeflion  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  but  labour  and  ftrive  after  the  inward 
Work,  that  they  might  know  Sandlification 
and  Holinefs  perfected  in  themfelves.  He  was 
oftentimes  very  fervent  and  powerful  in  Prayer. 
He  was  a  good  Example  to  others,  and  well 
efteemed  by  Friends  and  Neighbours.  His 
Removal  from  us  is  a  Lofs  to  our  County, 

and 
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and  efpecially  to  the  Meeting  at  Brighthelmjion , 
to  which  he  belonged. 

In  the  time  of  his  Ilnefs,  and  but  a  little 
before  his  Death,  he  did  feveral  times  exprefs, 
that  he  enjoyed  inward  Peace,  and  that  he  was 
well  fatisfied  in  the  Will  of  the  Lord,  whether  it 
were  to  live  or  die. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  27th  Day  of  the 
Seventh  Month  1730,  and  was  buried  the  30th 
of  the  fame  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at 
Rottingdeane.  Aged  about  Seventy  three  Years. 


cfhe  Feftimony  of  Friends  from  the  Moate 
■ Monthly  -  meeting  in  Ireland,  concerning 
Elizabeth  Wilson. 

T1  H  I  S  our  dear  Friend  was  born  at 
Waterftown,  in  the  County  of  Wefl 
Meath,  in  the  Year  1694  ;  the  Names  of  her 
Parents  were  Jacob  and  Jane  Fuller,  who, 
being  honed:  and  religious  Perfons,  carefully 
educated  their  Children  in  the  Way  of  Truth  5 
and  file  was  dutiful  to  them  to  the  End  of 
their  Days. 

And  as  fhe  grew  in  Years,  die  had  religious 
Inclinations,  and  thereby  came  fenfibly  to 
know  the  Want  of  an  inward  Acquaintance 
with  the  Lord  in  Spirit,  which,  Education  of 
itfelf  could  not  give  her.  Thus  the  Lord 
|oegan  to  prepare  her,  by  his  Word  and  Power 
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in  her  Heart,  for  future  Service.  And  her 
Love  increafing  in  the  pure  holy  Fear,  lhe  was 
preferved  out  of  the  Vanity  and  Folly,  which 
too  much  abound  in  fome  of  the  Youth  of 
our  Day. 

She  loved  Retirement,  and  often,  with  a 
tender,  humble  and  broken  Spirit,  waited  for 
a  further  Manifeftation  of  the  pure  holy  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  Light  and  Grace  ;  and,  in  thofe  inward 
Exercifes,  fhe  frequently  witneffed  the  Comfort 
of  divine  Love. 

When  fhe  grew  to  mature  Age,  by  the 
Confent  of  her  Parents,  (lie  joined  in  Marriage 
with  William  Watfon ,  a  religious  young  Man, 
who  lived  but  a  fhort  time  with  her.  She 
remained  a  Widow  feveral  Years,  in  which 
State  fhe  behaved  well,  and  received  a  Gift  in 
the  Miniftry.  She  was  of  an  innocent  and 
fober  Conversation,  well  beloved,  both  by 
Friends  and  Neighbours. 

In  the  Year  1721  fhe  married  our  Friend 
'Thomas  Wilfon ,  who  frequently  gave  her  up  ta 
anfwer  fuch  Services  as  were  required  of  her  ; 
and  as  fhe,  by  Faithfulncfs,  had  obtained  to 
a  good  degree  of  Advancement  in  the  Truth, 
fhe  was  not  hafty  nor  forward  to  offer  her 
Gift,  but  waited  in  the  pure  Silence,  to  be 
endued  with  Power  from  on  high,  which  is 
the  true  Qualification  of  all  who  are  called 
into  that  weighty  Work  of  the  Miniftry  ; 
whereby  fine  became  fkilful  in  dividing  the 
Word  fuitably  to  the  States  of  the  People. 

And 
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And  although  Hie  feldom  appeared  large  in 
Teftimony  at  home,  the  tender  Frame  of 
Spirit  (he  frequently  fat  under,  in  our  filent 
Meetings,  was  very  obfervable  ;  yet  when  (lie 
did  appear,  what  (lie  delivered  was  found  and 
weighty,  often  being  as  glad  Tidings  of  Life 
and  Salvation,  by  Jefus  Thrift,  to  the  true 
Mourners  in  Sion ,  and  Confolation  to  the 
needy  Soul  :  This  feemed  to  be  her  particular 
Gift  ;  yet,  at  times,  the  Power  and  Dread 
that  (he  appeared  in,  did  ftrike  at  the  very 
Root  and  Myftery  of  Iniquity,  that  works,  and 
too  much  prevails  in  the  Children  of  Difobe- 
dience  ;  hating  the  Appearance  of  Evil  in  any, 
but  greatly  concerned  that  Peace  and  Unity 
might  be  maintained  amongft  Friends,  and 
that  the  ancient  Teftimony  and  Difcipline, 
fettled  amongft  us,  might  be  kept  up  ;  and 
was  ferviceable  therein,  through  her  Zeal  for 
the  Profperity  of  Truth. 

She  was  a  diligent  Attender  of  Meetings, 
when  at  home  ;  alfo  our  Quarterly  and  Na¬ 
tional  Meetings.  Shefometimes  vifited  Friends, 
both  in  the  North  and  South  of  this  Nation  ; 
and  alfo,  in  Company  with  our  dear  Friend 
Elizabeth  Peafe,  vifited  Friends  in  Scotland , 
and  fome  Parts  of  the  North  of  England.  And 
in  the  Seventh  Month  1729,  (he,  with  her 
dear  Companion  Jane  Gee,  having  had  a 
Concern  upon  their  Minds  for  fome  time  to 
viiit  Friends  in  Wales ,  and  fome  Parts  of  Eng¬ 
land,  in  full  Unity  they  left  us  :  And  for  a 
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further  Account  of  her  Labour  and  Service  in 
that  Nation,  we  refer  to  the  following  Poji- 
Jcript ,  wrote  by  her  Companion  ;  and  have 
ground  for  Hope,  that  fhe  is  entered  into  that 
Reft  prepared  for  the  Righteous.  She  was 

a  Minifter  about  Eleven  Years. 

\  ‘  * 

A  Poitfcript  Jane  Gee. 

“  Ik  Y  dear  Friend  and  Co u fin  Elizabeth 
“  JLVJL  Wilfon,  having  for  fome  confiderable 

<c  Time  had  a  Concern  upon  her  Mind  to  vifit 
“  Friends  Meetings  in  Wales ,  and  fome  Parts 
“  of  England,  opened  her  Mind  to  me  ;  and, 
“  having  the  like  Concern,  I  found  much 
“  Freedom  to  join  with  her  in  that  Service. 
“  Taking  our  folemn  Leave  of  our  Hufbands 
“  and  Friends  the  20th  of  the  Seventh  Month 
“  1729,  we  landed  near  Chefter  the  23d  of 
“  the  fame  ;  fo  vilited  Friends  Meetings  in 
<c  Wales ,  and  divers  Parts  of  England ,  fpend- 
<c  ing  about  a  Year  in  that  Service.  She  grew 
“  in  her  Gift,  and  was  well  accepted  where 
“  fhe  came.  Fler  exemplary  Deportment  and 
“  innocent  Behaviour,  with  a  folid  and  reli- 
“  gious  Converfation  out  of  Meetings,  which 
“  tended  to  Edification,  was  an  Ornament  to 
“  her.  She  was  favoured  with  a  Sight  of  her 
“  Death  fome  Months  before  her  Sicknefs, 
“  which  made  her  very  defirous  to  get  her 
“  Day’s  Work  done.  She  was  taken  ill  at 
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«  j Rufhworth  near  Halifax  in  Yorkfhire  ;  but 
<c  having  a  Defire  to  be  with  her  Friends  at 
Mancbefter,  got  there  ;  and  her  Diftempei 
<c  prevailing  upon  her,  ihe  took  to  her  Bed 
cc  and  lay  about  two  Weeks,  moftly  in  a 
retired  fenfible  Condition,  patiently  bearing 
her  Affliction  ;  and  a  few  Hours  before  her 
<c  Departure,  having  lain  fome  time  in  Stil- 
“  nefs,  (he  (aid,  that  jhe  had  enjoyed  the  fweete ft 
cc  Spring  of  divine  Love  that  ever  foe  felt  in  all 
<c  her  Days  and  took  Leave  of  me  with  a 
cc  mod  fweet,  compofed  and  pleafant  Counte- 
<c  nance.  And  as  the  lived  in  the  Fear  of  the 
“  Lord,  I  do  firmly  believe  fhe  died  in  his 
“  Favour. 

cc  She  departed  this  Life  the  1 6th  of  the 
ct  Eighth  Month  1730,  about  the  feventh 
4C  Hour  in  the  Evening,  and  was  buried  in 
*c  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  Manchefter  the 
;cc  18th  of  the  fame.’' 
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A  brief  ‘ Teflimony  from  the  Monthly-meeting  of 

Owftwick  in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  John 
Ada  m. 

Hli  was  defcended  of  believing  Parents, 
and  educated  in  the  Way  of  Truth,  and* 
was  religioufly  inclined  from  his  Childhood. 
He  became  a  Minifter  about  the  Twenty  fifth 
"1  ear  of  his  Age,  and  travelled  frequently,  in 
the  Service  of  the  Miniftry,  into  Scotland, 
Holland  and  Germany  ;  thrice  into  Ireland  • 
alfo  divers  times  in  Wales ,  and  the  South  and 
Weft  Parts  of  this  Nation. 

Pie  was  remarkably  innocent,  peaceable, 
meek  and  humble  ;  which,  with  fundry  other 
Virtues  and  Qualifications,  gained  him  the 
Efteem  both  of  Friends  and  Neighbours.  In 
fhort  we  may  fay,  he  was  a  Preacher  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs,  in  Life  and  Converfation,  as  well  as 
Do&rine  ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  our  Lofs  is 
his  exceeding  great  Gain. 

He  departed  this  Life  at  his  own  Habitation 
in  Wl elwick ,  the  2  ift  of  the  Sixth  Month  1731. 
Aged  about  Fifty  feven,  a  Minifter  about 
Thirty  two  Years. 
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A  feftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  in 
Weftmorland,  concerning  John  Thompson. 

OU  R  ancient  and  worthy  Friend  John 
T/jompfon,  Son  of  John  Thompjbn  of  Crook 
near  Kendal  in  Weftmorland ,  was  born  in  the 
Fifth  Month  1667.  His  honeft  Parents  zeal- 
oufly  educated  him  in  the  Way  of  Truth. 
Notwithftanding  which,  for  fome  Years  he 
was  very  inclinable  to  many  of  the  1  aftimes 
and  Diverfions  of  Youth,  to  the  gieat  Giie 
and  Affliction  of  his  religious  Parents  ;  but 
nothin0,  proved  fufficient  to  refrain  him,  until 
it  plea  fed  God,  by  the  merciful  Vibration  of 
his  Light  and  Grace,  to  fflew  him  the  Folly 
of  his  Ways,  and  the  evil  Confequence  that 
would  enfue  a  Continuance  therein  ;  which, 
as  he  gave  way  to,  wrought  fo  powerfully  m 
himj  as  to  reclaim  him  from  his  lOimer 

Courfes.  . 

Pie  received  a  Gift  of  the  Mimftry  about 

the  Eighteenth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  in  a 

fflort  time  vifited  Friends  Meetings  in  fome 

adjacent  Counties  ;  after  which,  being  feized 

with  Sicknefs,  he  underwent  great  Afflictions, 

both  of  Body  and  Mind,  for  feveral  Months  : 

And  thus  being  baptized  in  the  Deeps,  he  was 

led  to  behold  the  Wonders  of  the  Lord  ;  and 

having  the  Myftorios  of  the  Gofpel  opened  to 
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him,  he  became  an  able  Minifter  thereof.  He 
travelled  much  abroad  in  his  young  Years  not 
only  i„  this  Nation,  bnt  alfo  in  lot, Ini  a„d 
Ireland ,  and  had  good  Service  both  among 
Friends  and  otheis  ;  though  at  times,  from 
the  violent  Infults  of  feme  unreafonable  Men 
l)e  was  expofed  to  imminent  Danger,  but 
through  the  Protection  of  Providence  was 
preferved  from  bodily  Harm. 

When  at  home,  he  was  diligent  and  ex¬ 
emplary  in  attending  Meetings  both  for  Wor- 
fhip^  and  Difcipline.  The  Simplicity  of  the 
Gofpel  very  much  appeared  in  his  Miniftry, 
to  the  Edification  of  the  Church,  and  the 
reaching  and  convincing  of  feveral.  He  was 
alfo  zealoufly  engaged  in  Meetings  of  Difci¬ 
pline,  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  Prelervation 
°f  ynity  and  good  Order  in  the  Church. 
Whilft  Ability  of  Body  would  permit,  he  very 
much  devoted  himfelf  to  the  Service  of  Truth  ; 
but  being  apprehenfive,  of  late  Years,  that  his 
Stay  here  would  not  be  long,  he  feveral  times 
very  fervently  cautioned  and  warned  Friends, 
in  their  Meetings,  againft  Formality ,  and  a 
dead  empty  ProfeJJion ;  and  that  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner  about  two  Weeks  before  his 
lafi:  Ilnefs. 

Upon  a  young  Man’s  coming  to  vifit  him, 
when  under  confiderabie  Weaknefs  of  Body’ 
he  exprefied  himfelf  to  this  EffeCt ;  My  Da  'v 
is  now  almoft  over ,  and  this  is  thine  :  Give 
thyjelf  up  freely  to  the  Service  of  Truth ,  and 
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/ 'pare  no  Pains  to  publijh  the  Gofpel ;  we  have 
but' once  a  Time  :  ’Pis  my  Comfort  that  I  have 
freely  devoted  myfelf  to  ■  the  divine  Requit  ingst 
and  1  have  great  Peace  now  in  my  declining 
Tears.  From  hence  ’tis  evident,  that  the 
divine  Power  which  called,  brought  forth  and 
fupported  him  under  various  Exercifes  in  the 
Series  of  his  Life,  continued  to  uphold  him 
near  his  dying  Moments. 

About  ‘the  25th  of  the  Firft  Month  1731, 
he  was  feized  with  a  violent  Fever ,  and  a 
Complication  of  other  Diftempers,  which  were 
very  ftrong  upon  him  5  yet  he  bore  his  Pain 
with  great  Patience,  intimating  his  Reiigna- 
tion  to,  and  Contentment  in  the  Will  of  God. 

He  quietly  departed  this  Life  at  his  own 
Houfe  in  Crook ,  on  the  2d  Day  of  the  Second 
Month  173 1,  and  was  buried  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  near  his  own  Houfe  the  5th 
of  the  fame,  being  accompanied  by  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  or  Friends  and  others.  In 
the  Sixty  fourth  Year  of  his  Age,  having  been 
a  Minifter  upwards  of  Forty  five  Years. 


The 
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He  lejiimony  of  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Cumberland,  concerning  Thomas  Wilkinson 
of  Beckfoot. 

^"Tp  HIS  our  ancient  Friend  descended  of 
JL  honed  Parents,  though  not  of  our  Pro- 
feffion,  and  was  born  in  the  Year  1653.  They 
died  when  he  was  young.  He  was  educated, 
by  a  Relation,  in  the  Way  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  was  by  Nature  wild,  though 
not  guilty  of  grofs  Evils.  About  the  Fourteenth 
Year  of  his  Age  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  vilit 
him,  and  bring  him  under  Conviftion  for  his 
youthful  Vanities  ;  which  he  divers  times  ex- 
preffed  his  Thankfulnefs  for  in  his  lad  Ilnels  ; 
commemorating  alfo,  the  Lord’s  Working 
upon  him,  and  how  he  came  to  know  a 
palling  through  the  Minidration  of  Condem¬ 
nation,  which  he  patiently  abode  under,  till 
he  came  to  witnefs  Jollification  and  Peace. 
And  being  fully  convinced  of  the  Way  of 
Truth,  he  joined  himfelf  with  Friends  ;  and 
after  lome  Time,  waiting  in  Silence  with 
them,  he  received  a  Gift  of  the  Minidry,  and 
travelled,  when  but  young,  through  mod 
Parts  of  this  Nation  and  Wales  ;  and  feveral 
times  vifited  Friends  in  Scotland  and  Ireland ; 
approving  himfelf  a  faithful  Labourer  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  Meafure,  and  was  indrumental  in 
turning  feveral  to  Righteoufnefs. 


His 
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His  Miniftry  was  not  with  enticing  Words 
of  Man’s  Wifdom,  but  in  the  Demonftration 
of  the  Spirit  and  Power  :  And  he  was  endued 
with  an  excellent  Gift  of  Prayer.  And  as  he 
bore  a  faithful  Teftimony  in  Word  and  Doc¬ 
trine,  his  Converfation  was  agreeable  thereto. 
He  alfo  bore  a  zealous  Teftimony  againft 
Tithes  ;  and  for  Non-payment  of  a  fmall 
Modus  out  of  his  Eftale  of  Land,  he  was  pro- 
fecuted,  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer ,  by  the 
Farmers  of  Tithes  ;  upon  which  Account  he 
buffered  Imprifonment  at  Carlijle ,  and  in  the 
Fleet  at  London ,  fixteen  Years  before  he  was 
difcnarged  :  All  which  Suffering  he  patiently 
bore  without  murmuring  ;  and  often  faid, 
he  never  enjoyed  more  of  the  Lord’s  Favour 
than  in  his  Confinement. 

He  pa  fled  through  many  Hardfliips,  and 
great  Exercifes,  by  the  *  Pearfons ,  and  bore  a 
faithful  Teftimony  againft  them,  and  the 
Spirit  they  appeared  in,  at  the  Meeting  to 
which  he  belonged  :  As  his  Dwelling  was  near 
the  Meeting-houfe,  he  fuffered  many  Abufes 
by  them  in  their  Malice  and  Rage  ;  but  that 
which  was  moft  affliding,  was  the  Danger  the 
Meeting  was  in,  of  being  laid  wafte  by  them  : 

Under 


*  Thofe  Pearfons  were  Ranters  bitter  Enemies  to 
the  Society  •,  frequently  dijlurbed  their  Meetings  for 
Worfhip  in  an  unprecedented  manner ,  and  treated 
Individuals  with  great  Outrages  and  Infults. 
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Under  which  Affliction  this  our  Friend  flood 
firm,  himfelf  and  Family  being  inflrumental 
to  uphold  the  Meeting,  and  were  a  great 
Strength  to  Friends.  In  his  lafl  Unefs,  fome 
Friends  fitting  by  him,  he  faid,  He  had  no 
Trouble  in  his  Mind  for  any  Thing  he  had  done 
concerning  them ,  they  being  rebellious  again/I 
God  and  his  People. 

He  was  vifited  with  an  intermitting  Fever 
about  three  Weeks  ;  during  which  Time,  he 
was  patient  and  fenfible,  and  freely  refigned 
himfelf  up  to  the  Lord’s  Will  ;  often  fignify- 
ing,  that  nothing  food  in  his  Way ,  and  that  he 
had  the  full  Evidence  of  Joy  and  Peace.  He 
gave  good  Advice  to  Friends,  and  to  his 
Children  and  Family,  defiring,  the  Lord  might 
blefs  them  with  the  Dew  of  Heaven. 

He  was  of  good  Service  in  the  Church. 
His  Heart  and  Houfe  were  open  to  ferve  and 
entertain  Strangers.  He  departed  this  Life  the 
20th  of  the  Eighth  Month  173  r,  in  full 
Unity  with  Friends,  and  was  decently  interred 
the  22d  of  the  fame,  in  their  Burying  Place  at 
Beckfoot  ;  his  Corps  being  accompanied  by 
many  Friends  and  fober  Neighbours,  where 
divers  living  Teftimonies  were  born  for  the 
Truth.  Aged  upwards  of  Seventy  eight,  a 
Minifter  about  Fifty  Years. 


t 
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A  ‘ Teflimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Kendal  in  the  County  of  Weftmorland, 
concerning  Christopher  Winn, 

OU  R  dear  and  worthy  Friend  Chriftopher 
Winn  was  born  near  Sedbergh  in  York(hirey 
in  the  Year  1655,  and  educated  in  the  Way 
of  the  Church  of  England .  He  was  convinced 
of  the  bleffed  Truth,  about  the  Year  1600,  by 
that  eminent  and  worthy  Minifter  of  Chiift 
Roger  Hay  dock  :  For  a  farther  Account,  of 
which,  we  refer  to  a  following  jhort  Narrative, 

left  by  him  in  Manufcript . 

He  was  called  to  the  Work  of  the  Miniftiy 
about  the  Year  1683,  in  which  he  laboured 
fervently  and  faithfully.,  being  fuitably  qualified 
for  the  fame  ;  and  in  Teftimony  would  fre¬ 
quently  fpeak  of  the  Lord’s  gracious  Dealings 
with  his  People  ;  exhorting  Friends  to  a 
Refignednefs  of  Mind  to  ferve  him  faithfully  ; 
and  even  travailed  in  Pain,  that  Chnft  might 
be  formed  in  all.  He  was  powerful  in  Prayer, 
and  in  Supplication  oftentimes  favoured  with  a 
near  Accels  to  divine  Goodnefs. 

His  great  Care  and  Concern  for  the  Welfare 
of  Sion,  fully  manifefted  his  fincere  Love  to 
Truth  and  the  Brethren.  He  was  diligent  in 
attending  Meetings  ;  a  ftridt  Obferver  of  the 
Hour  appointed  :  And  the  Care  ol  theChurcii 

E  grew 
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grew  daily  upon  him  ;  being  concerned  in  a 
particular  manner,  that  a  godly  and  zealous 
Difaphne  inould  be  maintained,  fo  that  Judg¬ 
ment  might  be  placed  upon  every  Tranfgreflor,- 
and  the  Church  be  made  clean  :  And  although 
he  ufed  to  deal  plainly  with  Backfliders,  yet,  in 
a  truly  Chriftian  Spirit,  entreated  with  fuch 
Meeknefs,  and  moving  Tendernefs,  as  generally 
had  a  good  Effect,  being  duly  cautious  of 
hardening  or  hurting  any.  He  was  full  of 

Love,  and  meek  in  Expreffion  to  the  Babes 
in  Chrift. 

He  was  a  Man  of  an  innocent,  inoftenfive 
Conduct,  and  cheerful  in  Converfation  ;  and 
what  rendered  the  fame  more  agreeable,  pro¬ 
fitable  and  edifying,  was  his  being  attended 
with  a  reverential  Awe  in  what  Company 
foever  he  came,  left  he  fhould  fpeak  or  adt 
any  thing  prejudicial  to  Truth  :  Thus  perfe- 
vering  in  true  Watchfulnefs,  Humility  and 
Circumfpedtion,  he  adorned  his  holy  Pro- 
feflion,  and  gained  general  Favour  and  Ac¬ 
ceptance,  both  amongft  Friends  and  others. 

About  the  Beginning  of  the  Sixth  Month 
1731,  he  was  vifited  with  a  Fever,  of  which 
he  partly  recovered  ;  but  the  Relidts  thereof 
threw  him  into  a  gradual  Decay,  which  in 
time  occafioned  his  Death. 

During  his  laft  Sicknefs,  which  continued 
feveral  Months,  he  was  frequently  vifited  by 
feveral  Friends,  who  had  great  Satisfaction 
therein,  wholfome  Advice  and  fweet  Expreftions 

often 
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often  dropping  from  him  :  Some  few  of 
which  are  as  follow.  Being  one  time  left 
in  the  Room,  a  Friend  going  m,  told  him  He 
was  alone.  Fie  anfwered,  No,  he  aad  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  Father.  Another  time  being 
alked,  If  he  would  have  a  little  Wm  He 
anfwered,  Fie  was  favoured  unto  the  ine  of 
the  Kingdom .  At  another  time  his  Wite, 

who  was  tender  over  him,  told  him  He  was 
poor  meaning  in  Body.  He  cheerfully  an¬ 
fwered,  He  Jhould  in  a  little  time  be  rich 
enough.  Another  time,  holding  np  his  Hand, 
faid  It  looks  poor  and  withered ,  and  almojt  ft 
for  the  Grave  ;  adding,  it  was  no  Terror  to 
him  ;  becaufe  the  Soul  would  be  accepted  in  the 
Day  of  Account.  And  after  a  little  Paufe,  laid. 
It's  a  noble  TJoing  to  endure  to  the  And  ;  jucb 
obtain  the  promijed  Salvation.  Another  time, 
when  very  weak  of  Body,  a  Friend  being 
about  to  take  Leave  of  him,_  be  ex  pro  fled 
himfelf  thus  ;  Dear  Friend,  j hail  we  not  have 
Times  of  Fain  and  Diftrejs  l  Nevertbelejs,  let 
us  not  faint  :  It  is  my  Faith,  1  am  near  upon 
entering  into  eternal  Ref.  The  Friend  anfwer¬ 
ed,  She  was  fully  of  the  fame  Mind.  Jle  fat-. 
That’s  well  :  And  added,  Be  of  good  Caeer  ;  as 
thy  be  ft  to  pleafe  God,  and  be  not  afraid  of  wr at 
may  bejal  thee  ;  but  be  obedient  to  try  known 
Duty:  Fear  the  Lord,  and  he  will  prefer ve 
thee.  At  another  time,  a  Friend  vifiting^him, 
a  iked,  Flow  he  fared  ?  lie  anfwered,  He  was. 
favoured  with  the  P  re  fence  of  the  Lend,  an. . 


.  — — 
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thereby  refrejhed both  in  Soul  and  Body.  Another 

tirnp  rr  r  «n  ^ _  . 


time  being  allied,  How  he  was  ?  He  fpake 
pretty  largely  of  the  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  of 
God  extended  to  him ,  and  the  Seal  and  Evidence 
he  had  of  eternal  Salvation.  And  at  the  fame 
time  return’d  upon  himfelf,  and  faid,  Though 
it  be  thus  with  me,  the  Words  of  the  Apojlle  are 
ft  to  be  remember ed, — Let  him  that  thinketh 
he  ^  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall  :  And 
anded,  Such  a  Pitch  of  Strength  and  Safety 
Jhould  not  be  prefumed  upon  j  we  fhould  watch 
always.  In  Ihort,  he  was  a  Pattern  of  Holinefs ; 
and  we  think  it  may  with  as  much  Juftice  be 

tc*  as  mo^;  Men,  that  he  was  an 

Israelite  fdeed,  in  whom  there  was  no  Guile. 
Thus  this  virtuous  and  honourable  Man, 
haying  lived  to  a  good  old  Age,  and  kept  the 
Faith,  hath  therein  finifhed  his  Courfe,  and, 
we  doubt  not,  obtained  that  glorious  Immor¬ 
tality  and  Reft  which  is  prepared  for  the 
Righteous. 

He  departed  this  Life,  at  his  Houle  near 
Sedbergh,  on  the  2  2d  of  the  Second  Month 

1732.  Aged  Seventy  feven,  a  Minifter  Fifty 
Years. 
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A  Jhort  Narrative,  left  in  Manufcript,  by 
Christopher  Winn,  relating  to  his 
Convincement ,  See. 

“  T\URING  the  Time  of  my  late  Indif- 
“  I  3  polition  of  Body,  the  gracious  Deal- 
“  ings  of  the  Almighty  with  my  Soul  have 
“  often  been  revived  in  my  Mind  ;  as  alfo, 
how  I  have  anfwered  the  End  of  my 
“  Creation  :  And  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Expe- 
“  rience,  I  concur  with  the  great  Apoftle  of 
“  the  Gentiles,  that  'The  Flejh  lufteth  againjl 
“  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  againjl  the  Flejh  ; 
“  but  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  Mercy,  who 
“  in  a  good  degree  hath  given  me,  through 
“  the  Help  of  his  divine  Spirit  and  Power, 
“  Victory  over  the  Lufts  and  Inclinations  of 
“  the  Fledi  :  Therefore  I  cannot  but  earneftly 
“  recommend  all,  carefully  to  oblerve  what 
“  brings  Pain  and  Unealinefs  to  the  Mind, 
“  and  look  upon  it  as  Correction  and  Inftruc- 
“  tion  from  above  ;  which,  if  duly  regarded, 
“  will  bring  all  into  a  degree  of  the  fame 
‘f  comfortable  Experience. 

“  I  was  born  in  the  Year  1655,  and  edu- 
<c  cated  in  the  Way  of  the  Church  of  England, 
<c  fo  called,  and  was,  according  to  my  Power 
“  and  Capacity,  a  diligent  Obferver  of  its 
£‘  DoCtrine  and  Worfhip,  till  fuch  time  as  I 

E  3  “  found 
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"  found  a  Longing  of  Soul  for  other  Food, 
“  though  I  knew  not  where  to  find  it.  I  do 
t£  remember,  in  my  young  Days,  fomething 
“  at  work  in  me,  reproving  for  Sin  and 
<c  Tranfgreffions,  teaching  and  leading  in  the 
<£  juff  Man’s  Path.  The  Lord  was  near  at 
“  hand,  but  I  knew  him  not ;  fo  that  I  often 
“  tranfgreffed  afrefh,  and  Fear  feized  me  ; 
££  infomuch  that  I  petitioned  the  Lord,  he 
<£  'would  tn  Mercy  deliver  me  from  the  gnawing 
"  Worm ,  and  Fire  unquenchable.  It  was  ufual 
“  with  me  to  repeat  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  when 
“  I  laid  down  in  my  Bed,  and  often  reproved 
,£  myfelf,  if  I  fuffered  any  other  Thoughts  to 
“  intervene  in  the  time  of  repeating  it  ;  de- 
“  figning  to  do  my  heft  to  pleafe  God. 

“  After  a  time,  by  the  Direction  of  divine 
“  Providence,  at  a  Meeting  of  the  People 
<£  called  Quakers,  held  at  Briggflats,  it  was 
ec  put  into  the  Heart  of  that  worthy  Mefienger 
“  and  Man  of  God,  Roger  Haydock,  to  define 
“  who  had  Right  to  c-all  God  Father,  and  who 
“  had  not  :  By  which  Dodfrine  my  Under- 
ec  (landing  was  opened,  and  my  Heart  en- 
£C  larged,  to  confider  Friends  Principles ;  which 
“  I  perceived  gradually  fitted  me  for  receiving 
£t  the  Grace  and  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  Reve- 
C£  lation  of  his  Son  in  me.  Then  I  became 
“  more  fenfible  of  a  Crofs  that  was  to  be 
“  born  ;  which  when  I  went  from  under,  I 
t£  was  (mitten  with  great  Fear  and  Horror  j 
C£  fo  that  I  evidently  law  the  bearing  thereof, 

££  was 


/ 

Pctblick  Friends  deceafed.  55 

**  was  fhe  Way  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
«  And  I  remember,  that  to  ufe  tlie  plain 
£C  Language  was  none  of  the  leaft  ;  for  I 
<c  fheltered  and  covered  with  this  Expreffion, 
<c  when  I  fpoke  to  any,  —  How  doth  ’  Body  ? 
<'  But  this  would  not  do  :  Peace  was  not  to 
<c  be  obtained  without  Obedience.  This  kept 
“  me  weak  for  a  time  ;  but  when  I  gave 
“  up,  Strength  returned,  and  I  had  the  Anfwer 
“  of  Well  done ,  thou  haft  not  denied  my  Name. 
“  Here  was  matter  of  rejoicing,  which  I  write 
“  fcfr  the  Encouragement  of  fuch  as  may  be 
<*  weak  in  the  like  cafe  ;  and  let  it  be  obferv- 
“  ed, — Difobedience  always  brings  Feeblenefs, 
“  whether  in  this  or  other  of  the  Lord’s 
“  Requirings. 

“  Being  convinced,  and  in  meafure  con- 
“  verted,  I  had  Defires  to  become  more  and 
<c  more  the  Lord’s  holy  Temple,  which  called 
“  for  Simplicity,  and,  in  meafure,  Purity,  as 
“  the  Truth-  is  in  Jefus.  I  was  willing,  in 
“  degree,  to  imitate  Zaccheus ,  by  reftoring 
“  what  I  had  wronged  any  of,  whether  by 
“  gaming  or  otherwife  ;  the  firft  of  which  1 
“  was  addiTed  to  in  my  Youth.  The  Sentence 
£c  pafled  in  me  ;  I  obeyed  and  Peace  followed. 

“  About  the  Year  1683,  being  watchful 
££  over  my  own  Spirit,  and  faithful  to  the 
“  Lord’s  Requirings,  I  grew  in  Favour  with 
££  him  ;  and  waiting  diligently  in  Meetings 
££  for  his  divine  Power,  I  had  given  me  to 
££  believe,  I  fhould  ’ere  long  have  a  publick 

E  4  “  Teltimony 
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Teftimony  to  bear  for  him  ;  and  when  the 
Day  came,  a  terrible  one  it  was ;  the  Word 
<c  of  the  Lord  burned  in  me  like  a  Fire, 
“  faying,  This  is  the  Day,  negleSt  it  not ;  fo 
that  I  was  willing  to  ipeak  a  few  Words. 
c  And  it  has  been  my  chief  Care  ever  iince, 
to  minifter  in  the  Ability  that  God  gives  : 
“  Beginning  with  the  Oil,  and  ending  when 
it  flayed  ;  which  I  know  by  manifold 
Experience,  is  the  only  Way  to  pleafe  God 
“  and  pro  lit  the  People. 

“  About  the  Year  1686,  having  fome  Incli- 
“  nation  to  marry,  I  had  one  in  view  ;  but 
<c  confulting  him  who  anfwers  from  between 
“  the  Cherubims,  from  the  Mercy  Seat,  as  I 
*£  always  did  in  Matters  of  moment,  he  was 
“  pleafed  to  give  me  a  View  of  one,  at  that 
“  time  many  Miles  diftant,  which  he  after- 
<c  wards. gave  me  ;  a  fuitable  Help-meet  and 
“  dear  Companion  to  this  Day. 

“  Soon  after  I  was  married,  the  Enemy 
“  affaulted  me  afreih,  refpeding  the  Cares  of 
“  this  Life,  with  which  I  much  feared  I 
“  fliould  be  Swallowed  up  ;  but  my  God  and 
,c  Saviour  helped  me  to  pray,  and,  in  the  time 
“  of  Expreflion,  gave  me  Faith  in  his  Power, 
<c  that  he  who  ruieth  in  Heaven  and  Earth 
“  would  give  me  Strength  to  Victory.  At  the 
“  fame  time  he  gave  me  to  know,  I  was  too 
<c  remifs  in  frequenting  Week-day  Meetings  ; 
“  and  upon  my  giving  up  to  the  Witneis  of 
God  in  me,  he  gave  me  a  blefled  Promiie, 

“  That 
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c<  <fhat  the  little  Meal  in  the  Barrel  (hould  not 
<<  fail ,  and,  that  my  End  (hould  be  happy ,  as 
“  1  continued  faithful  to  him  ;  whofe  Promifes 
*<  I  have  witneffed  to  be  Yea  and  Ylmcn. 

“  Bleffedbe  his  Name  for  ever. 

“  About  the  Year  1694,  I  joined  dear 
“  Gilbert  floompfon ,  my  Wife’s  Brother,  in 
“  the  Management  of  his  School,  with  whom 
“  I  had  true  Fellowfhip  ;  being  fenfible,  in 
“  our  Communication,  that  Jefus  drew  near. 

“  While  I  lived  there,  the  Lord  put  it  into 
“  my  Heart  to  vifit  Friends  in  Wales ,  fuel)  a 
“  Day  in  fuch  a  Month  ;  which  if  I  had  not 
«  anfwered,  I  had  miffed  a  Meeting,  _  held 
“  only  once  a  Month,  at  which  was  convinced 
“  a  Woman  of  confiderable  Family  ;  for 
<<  which  I  humbly  and  thankfully  bids  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift.  I  may  alfo  fay,  in 
c<  feveral  of  my  Vifits  to  Friends  in  Chejhire , 
“  YorkJJjire  and  Cumberland ,  fome  were  con- 
tc  vinced  ;  which  I  mention  only  to  encourage 
“  Gofpel  Minifters  to  Obedience. 

“  It  likewife  remains  with  me  to  itgnify, 
“  what  the  Lord  put  into  my  Heart  by  way 
“  of  Prophecy,  at  a  General-meeting  at  Gray- 
tc  rivp ,  VIZ.  I  WILL  BEND  THE  CEDARS,  I 
“  WILL  HUMBLE  THE  HEATHEN,  AND 

£C  enlarge  Israel’s  Borders.  And  fervent 
“  Praver  continues  upon  my  Mind  for  the 
“  vou'ng  Generation  amongft  Friends,  that 
«  the  Lord  would  be  pleafed  to  prepare  them 
‘f  againft  that  Day.  I  alfo  earneftly  entreat 

« that 
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"  that  our  Elders,  in  their  particular  and 
Monthly- meetings,  would  watch  in  a  godly 
“  Care  and  zealous  Difcipline  over  them 
“  that  they  may  live  and  a<3  agreeable  to  a 
“  c hr  i ft  inn  Convention  ;  for  unlefs  the  hidden 
‘Things  oj  Efau  and  Achan  be  dejlroyed ,  as 
“  well  as  difcovered,  the  Ifrael  of  God  can 
neithei  journey  forwards,  nor  Band  before 
“  their  Enemies.  I  am  fully  of  the  Mind, 
“  that  when  ever  it  may  pleafe  God  to  redeem 
“  and  recover  his  Church  out  of  her  prefent 
“  languifhing  Condition,  the  Line  of  Difci- 
tc  pltne  muff  be  vigoroufly  ftretched  over  all 
“  Tranfgreffors  j  Judgment  laid  to  the  Rule, 
“  and  Righteoufnefs  to  the  Balance  ;  fo  fhall 
“  every  one  receive  what  ' is  right,  according 
“  to  the  Ufe  or  Abufe  of  their  Talents. 

“  Now  to  God  the  Father,  for  all  his 
“  unnutterable  Mercies,  through  Jefus  Chrift 
“  his  Son,  who  by  the  gracious  Aid  and  divine 
“  Influences  of  the  holy  Spirit,  hath  hitherto 
cc  helped  and  preferved  me,  and  given  me 
“  Faith  and  Hope  of  a  Manflon  amongft  the 
“  Sandtified,  be  rendered  and  afcribed  all 
<c  Honour  and  Praife,  Dominion  and  Glory, 
c<  henceforth  and  for  ever.  Amen. 


Milnthrop  neir  Sedbergh, 
the  Eleventh  Month  1731. 


<c  Christopher  Winn.” 


A  Teftimony 
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Si  ’Tejlimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  at 
Brightbelmftone  in  the  County  of  Suflex, 
concerning  John  Sn  ash  all. 

rp  o  us  it  appears  a  laudable  Practice  to 
X  preferve  the  Memory  of  the  Righteous, 
in  order  to  excite  the  Living  to  follow  the 
Footfteps  of  the  Flock  of  Chrift  Jefus,  our 
good  and  holy  Shepherd.  Such  is  the  Motive 
in  making  mention  of  our  worthy  Friend 
and  Elder  John  Sna/kall ,  deceafed,  who  was 
an  exemplary  Pattern  of  Piety  ;  defeended 
of  honeft  and  religious  Parents.  - 

He  was  born  at  Key  me  r,  near  Hurfperpoint , 
the  9th  Day  of  the  Second  Month  1656.  His 
Father  was  of  the  national  Church,  his  Mother 
a  Baptifl.  Being  but  a  Child  when  his  Father 
died,  he  fell  chiefly  under  the  Care  of  his 
elder  Brother,  a  Prejbyterian.  When  he  grew 
up  to  Years  of  Underftanding,  he  fought  after 
Religion,  and  inclined  to  go  with  his  Mother 
among  the  Baptijis  ;  till  having  Notice  or  a 
Meeting  of  Friends  at  Blatchington ,  near 
Brighthelmjlone,  he  went,  and  he  heard  the 
Truth  fo  powerfully  preached  there  by  Thomas 
' Burner ,  that  he  mod  readily  received  the 
Word  and  kept  it  ;  and  his  Heart  being  pre¬ 
pared  as  the  good  Ground,  the  heavenly  Seed 
increafed  and  brought  forth  in  him  the  Fruits 
of  the  Spirit. 


About 
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About  the  Year  1700,  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  favour  him  with  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry,  in 
which  he  experienced  Improvement.  He  was 
found  in  Word  and  Dodhine,  and  oftentimes 
confolating  to  the  Churches  of  Chrift  ;  fo  that 
we  have  good  reafon  to  believe  he  was  inflru- 
mental  in  convincing  fome,  who  continued 
faithful. 

And  altho’  he  did  not  fee  his  Way  clear  to 
vifit  many  Meetings  out  of  his  native  County, 
yet  he  was  diligent,  many  times  through 
great  Difficulties,  to  attend  the  Monthly, 
Weekly,  and  Quarterly-meetings. 

He  was  zealous  againft  that  antichriftian 
Yoke  of  Tithes ;  for  which,  we  believe,  he  was 
a  faithful  Sufferer,  being  an  open  and  coura- 
gious  Oppofer  of  the  hireling  Priefts,  and  the 
corrupt  Part  of  their  Dodtrine  in  general  ;  as 
well  as  of  George  Keith  in  particular,  while 
Keith  lived  in  SuJJex ,  and  fought  to  maintain 
his  Apoftacy. 

In  his  natural  Temper  he  was  very  loving 
and  courteous  to  all  ;  in  Charity  univerfal  ; 
a  good  and  kind  Neighbour,  hardly  with¬ 
holding  from  any  that  wanted  to  borrow.  A 
tender  Father  ;  frequent  in  Exhortation  to  his 
Children  and  Grand  -  children,  to  fear  the 
Lord  ;  very  often  expreffing,  It  would  be  his 
greatejl  Joy,  could  he  behold  the  blejjed  Truth 
prof  per  in  his  Day. 

He  bore  his  Sicknefs,  which  was  but  ffiort, 
in  great  Meeknefs  and  Patience,  and  in  a  fweet 

compofed 
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compofed  Frame  of  Mind,  was  often  heard  to 
fay,  —  My  Lord ,  my  Light  and  my  Salvation . 
And  we  firmly  believe  he  had  a  full  Affiirance 
the  Lord  was  fuch  to  him  before  his  Departure, 
which  was  on  the  i  ith  of  the  Seventh  Month 
1732,  in  the  Seventy  fixth  Year  of  his  Age. 


A  Leflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
New  -  Malton  in  Yorklhire,  concerning 
James  Simpson. 


HE  was  educated  after  the  manner  of  the 
Church  of  England ,  and,  in  his  young 
Years,  came  to  live  within  the  compafs  of  our 
Meeting.  Being  zealoully  concerned  for  the 
Good  of  his  Soul,  his  Cries  were  to  the  Lord, 
who  in  his  own  time  opened  his  inward  Eye, 
letting  him  fee  the  Emptinefs  of  the  National 
Worfhip  in  which  he  had  been  educated  ;  and 
by  the  Illumination  of  divine  Light,  convinced 
him  of  the  Truth  as  profefled  by  us.  So,  in 
great  Humility  and  Refignation  of  Mind,  he 
came  to  fit  down  amongtt  us,  where  he  found 
a  Remnant  feeking  after  the  having  Knowledge 
of  God,  with  whom  he  came  into  a  religious 
Fellowfhip  ;  and  in  true  Stilnefs  of  Mind 
waited  upon  the  Lord  for  the  further  Dif- 
coveries  of  his  Will.  Thus  continuing  in  a 
State  of  humble  Dependance,  the  divine  Being, 
of  his  infinite  Mercy,  brought  him  to  witnefs 

a'  better 
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a  better  State  ;  and  in  procefs  of  time  opened 
his  Mouth  to  fet  forth  his  Praife,  and  to 
preach  the  Gofpel,  which  he  did  with  Power, 
as  one  having  Authority,  to  the  refrefhing  of 
many  Souls  ;  wherein  he  approved  himfeif  a 
faithful  Miniffer,  and  laboured  in  divers  Parts 
ot  this  Nation,  where  he  was  well  received 
amongft  Friends.  And  after  his  Return,  his 
Travails  were  to  promote  the  Truth  and  good 
Order  amongft  Friends,  labouring  in  the  Dif- 
cipline  of  the  Church  ;  the  Care  whereof 
teemed  to  be  very  much  upon  him  the  remain¬ 
ing  Part  of  his  time,  that  it  might  be  kept  up 
in  good  Order,  and  in  the  Power  of  God,  and 
that  we  thereby  might  become  a  Praife  to  his 
Name  in  the  Earth. 

He  was  not  forward  to  open  his  Mouth  in 
the  Church,  but  waited  to  feel  the  Lord’s 
Power  to  fill  his  Heart ;  and  in  the  flowing  of 
his  Love  he  difpenfed  with  Faitbfulnefs,  to 
the  Refrefhment  of  many  thirfty  Souls,  who 
were  waiting  for  Confolation. 

His  Care  was  great  for  the  Children  of 
Friends,  that  they  might  walk  in  the  Footfteps 
of  the  Flock  of  Ch rift,  which  will  bring  to 
the  Place  where  he  feeds  his  People.  At  the 
laft  publick  Meeting  he  attended,  which  was 
about  a  Month  before  his  Departure,  he  very 
earneflly  befought  the  Almighty  to  reach  to 
our  young  People,  and  incline  their  Hearts  to 
keep  his  Laws.  He  was  then  in  an  ill  State 
of  Health,  which  increafing  upon  him,  he 
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continued  in  great  Refignation  of  Mind  to  the 
Will  of  God,  whether  to  live  or  to  die  ; 
fignifying  to  fome  of  us,  That  the  Sight  of 
Death  ivas  not  a  “Terror  to  him.  Thus  conti¬ 
nuing  in  great  Stilnefs,  he  waited  for  the  Dif- 
folution  of  his  earthly  Tabernacle,  till  the  23d 
of  the  Eighth  Month  1732,  when  he  died  ; 
and  was  buried  the  25th  of  the  fame  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  at  Barton ,  accompanied  by 
his  Friends  and  many  Neighbours;  where  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  appear  both  immediately 
and  inftrumentally,  to  the  tendering  of  many 
Hearts. 

A  publick  Preacher  about  Thirty  Years. 


A  Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  concerning  Deborah 
Wardell. 


np  HERE  remains  in  our  Hearts  a  fhort 
JL  Teftimony  to  give  for  our  dear  Friend 
and  Sifter  Deborah  Wardell ,  who  died  in  the 
Seventieth  Year  of  her  Age.  She  was  even 
like  a  Shock  of  full  ripe  Corn,  gathered  in  its 
due  Seafon  ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  Lord 
has  received  her  Soul  into  the  Manfions  of 
Glory,  where  the  Wicked  ceafe  from  troubling, 
and  the  Faithful  are  at  Reft. 

Her  Miniftry  was  very  lively  ;  fine  was  found 
in  Word  and  Dodlrine,  and  very  edifying  ; 
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preaching  the  Coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  in  his  fpiritual  Appearance  ;  frequently 
opening  the  Scriptures,  and  the  Myfleries  of 
Life  and  Salvation  ;  with  fervent  Exhortations 
to  ferve  the  Lord  in  Righteoufnefs  and  true 
Holinefs. 

Her  Chriftianity  did  fhew  itfelf  greatly  by 
her  meek  and  peaceable  Spirit.  She  was  many 
times  fervent  in  Prayer  to  the  Lord,  for  the 
riling  Generation,  that  they  might  come  up  in  the 
Places  of  the  Faithful  who  are  gone  before. 

In  the  Time  of  her  laff  Unels,  which  con¬ 
tinued  above  three  Months,  Ihe  oftentimes  was 
in  a  very  fweet  Frame  of  Mind,  and  frequently 
ufed  to  fay,  The  Thoughts  of  Death  were  no 
Terror  to  her, ;  but  was  entirely  refigned  to  the 
Will  of  the  Lord  ;  and  often  expreffed  the 
Hope  Ihe  had  in  her  latter  End. 

Two  Days  before  fine  died,  having  a  very 
fick  Fit,  upon  her  being  a  little  recovered  of 
it,  Ihe  delired  to  fee  her  Children,  and  ex- 
preffed  herfelf  •  to  them  after  this  manner  : 
— I  did  not  think  1  fhould  have  been  alive  till 
now.  I  hope  it  will  be  an  happy  Flour  for  me. 
I  pray  God  blefs  you  in  all  your  Undertakings, 
and  that  he  may  be  with  you ,  as  he  has  been 
with  me,  to  the  End  of  your  Days. 


Lancelot 
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Lancelot  Wardell’j  < Tejiimoriy  concerning 
his  dear  deceafed  Wife,  Deborah  Wardell, 
who  died  the  jth  of  the  Tenth  Month  1732- 

cc  PHE  was  defcended  from  honourable 
cr  Parents,  namely,  John  and  Margaret 
cc  Walton  of  Rijhop-Aukland ,  who  were  early 
££  convinced,  in  the  Morning  of  the  Day, 
££  wherein  Truth  was  published  by  George  Fox 
£C  and  others.  They  kept  an  open  Door  for 
<c  Travellers  who  were  fent  abroad  in  the 
£C  Service  of  Truth,  to  promote  the  Gofpel  of 
£C  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift ;  as,  fince 
££  their  Death,  did  molt  of  their  Children  ; 
££  who  are  all  gone  to  their  Reft,  as  Shocks  of 
££  Corn  gathered  in  due  Seafon,  of  which  flic 
£C  was  the  laft. 

“  She  was  a  true  Yokefellow,  an  affectionate 
£C  Wife,  a  tender  Mother,  and  faithful  La- 
££  dourer  in  the  Vineyard  of  the  Lord  >  and, 
££  where  her  Lot  was  cafh,  of  good  Service 
<£  both  as  to  her  Miniffry  and  in  Meetings  of 
£C  Bufinels  ;  having  been  an  approved  Mother 
£c  in  cur  fpiritual  Ifrael,  for  her  Care,  Conduct 
<£  and  Advice. 

££  Some  Years  fince,  being  vifited  with 
£C  Sicknefs,  (lie  ordered  her  Children  to  be 
brought  into  her  Chamber  j  at  which  time, 
“  it  was  her  Concern  to  admonifli  them  to  be 

F  “  faithful 
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iC  faithful  to  the  Lord’s  Requirings,  that  they 
might  obtain  a  Crown  of  Life  :  In  order 
“  thereto,  (lie  faid  her  Defire  was,  That  they 
“  might  live  in  the  Fear  of  the  Lord ,  and  keep 
€*  /  near  to  his  preferving  Power ,  that  they  might 
witne/s  his  Peace,  when  the  Time  of  Diffolu- 
ic  tion  came  ;  which  would  be  of  more  Value  to 
them  than  all  the  IV yrld  :  For  what  would 
all  the  World  fgnify  to  her  now ,  if  fe 
“  wanted  that  ?  If  this  be  the  Time  of  my  Dif- 
“  folution ,  faid  {he,  I  am  not  afraid  to  pafs 
through  the  V ale  of  Death ,  being  fully  per - 
Jwaded  it  will  be  a  Pafage  into  everlafting 
<c  Light ,  where  Sorrow  and  Sighing ,  Pains  and 
<c  VlfitSiions,  fall  be  at  an  End  >  and  injlead 
thereof  will  be  Joy  and  Rejoicing ,  in  an  un - 
“  difturbed  Reft  and  Felicity ,  without  End. 

Adding,  if  the  Lord  lengthen  my  Days ,  1 
<c  define  they  may  be  devoted  to  his  Service . 

“  In  the  latter  Part  of  her  Life  (lie  was 
attended  with  an  Aflhma  ;  yet,  whilft  {he 
u  was  able  to  attend  Meetings,  fhe  was  very 
diligent  and  ferviceable  therein.  And  tho* 
14  my  Lois  be  very  great  by  her  Removal,  yet 
being  Satisfied  it  is  her  eternal  Gain,  I 
i(  earnefUv  defire  I  may  be  fully  refigned  to 
the  Vv  ill  of  the  Lord  therein.’7 


A  Tejlimony 
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A  ' Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Brighoufe  in  the  County  oj  York,  concerning 
Joshua  Barber. 

OU  R  dear  and  worthy  Friend  Jofhua 
Barber ,  Son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
Barber ,  was  born  at  Efiolt  in  the  Parifh  of 
Guifely ,  in  the  Year  1660.  His  Father  died 
a  Prifoner  for  attending  the  Meetings  of  the 
People  called  Quakers,  before  this  his  Son  was 
two  Years  old  ;  fo  that  his  Mother,  who  was 
a  religious  Woman  of  the  Church  of  England , 
educated  him  in  that  Way  ;  and  he  being 
brought  up  in  the  Trade  of  a  Smith ,  about  the 
Seventeenth  Year  of  his  Age  went  to  Doncajler 
to  work,  where,  having  an  Inclination  to  go 
to  a  Meeting  of  Friends,  he  made  Enquiry,  if 
there  was  any  in  that  Part  of  the  Country  ? 
Hearing  of  one  kept  at  the  Houfe  of  Thomas 
Kellam ,  of  Balby,  he  went  twice  to  it,  and 
was  there  reached  by  the  Teflimony  of  our 

Friend  Thomas  Aldam. 

After  that,  he  returned  to  his  Mother’s 
Houfe,  not  far  from  Rawden,  and  being  in¬ 
formed  of  a  great  Convincement  thereaway, 
and  that  ‘Jeremiah  Grimfaw ,  his  former  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  was  joined  with  Friends,  and 
become  a  publick  Preacher  among  them,  he 
had  a  Defire  to  go  to  their  Meeting,  which 
he  did  the  next  Firfl-day  after  his  Return 
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from  Doncqfter ,  and  was  there  effectually 
reached  ;  divers  living  Testimonies  being  born 
by  Jeremiah  Grim  Jaw  and  others  j  fo  that 
he  went  but  once  after  that  Meeting  to  the 
publick  Worth  ip  he  had  been  educated  in, 
but  joined  with  Friends  of  Rawden  Meeting’ 
amongft  whom  he  lived,  and  married  a 
Fiiend  s  Daughter  within  the  Compafs  thereof. 

He  was  a  Prifoner  in  York  Caftle,  for  Tithe, 
lome  time  ;  and  about  three  Years  after  he 
was  fet  at  Liberty,  he  removed  with  his 
Family  to  live  at  Burley ,  in  the  Parifh  of 
Leeds  ;  where  he  became  zealoufly  engaged  in 
tiie  Caufe  of  Truth  amongft  Friends  of  Leeds, 
who  were  under  a  freth  Vifitation  ;  although 
no  publick  Friend  then  belonged  to  the  Meet¬ 
ing,  yet  many  were  convinced,  and  came  to 
join  with  Friends  in  that  Time  of  Silence,  to 
the  Enlargement  of  the  Meeting  confiderably 
In  which  Time,  this  our  Friend’s  Mouth  was 
opened  in  publick  Teftimony  among  Friends, 
under  which  Concern  he  had  been  many 
Years  ;  and  as  he  grew  in  the  Gift,  he  faith¬ 
fully  and  zealoufly  laboured  among  Friends, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  travelling  in  the 
Service  of  Truth  through  Wales  to  Briftol , 
and  feveral  long  Journeys  in  this  Nation, 
Ireland ,  and  part  of  Scotland. 

Toward  the  latter  Part  of  his  Time,  great 
bodily  Infirmity  coming  upon  him,  he  often 
expreffed  his  Thankfulnefs,  That  he  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  difcharge  his  Trufl  amongfi  the 
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Churches ,  ivhilft  Health  and  Strength  lafled : 
having  been  many  times,  and  in  divers  Places, 
engaged  to  bear  a  faithful  Teftimony  againft 
'  falfe  Liberty,  and  plainly  and  particularly  to 
deal  with  Offenders  :  And  alfo  fome,  whofe 
Miniftry  he  believed  proceeded  not  from  the 
Renewing  of  Life,  but  were  got  into  a  Form 
of  Preaching  without  the  Power  ;  unto  fuch 
he  was  a  good  Example  in  Meetings,  fleadily 
waiting,  in  deep  Silence,  upon  the  Movings 
of  the  holy  Spirit,  both  to  enable  him  to 
worfhip  God,  and  to  open  Counfel,  before  he 
durft  appear  by  way  of  Miniftry,  how  great 
foever  the  Peoples  Expectation  might  be  from 
him  ;  being  very  careful  to  minifter  in  the 
Ability  that  God  gives  ;  fo  that  his  Minillry 
was  living,  truly  edifying,  and  generally  well 
efleemed. 

He  was  a  diligent  Attender  of  Meetings,  on 
Firft-days  and  other  Days,  both  for  Worfhip 
and  Difcipline,  wherein  he  was  very  fervice- 
able,  having  a  Spirit  of  Difcerning  beyond 
many  ;  and  was,  as  the  Apoftle  lays,  fwift  to 
hear,  but  flow  to  J beak ,  in  fuch  Meetings. 

He  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  generality  of 
the  Meeting  he  belonged  to,  for  his  good 
Example,  fteady  Walking,  and  impartial  judg¬ 
ment,  even  among  his  neareff  Friends,  as  well 
as  others.  When  he  thought  there  was  Occa¬ 
sion  lor  Advice,  he  dealt  in  great  plainnefs  with 
all,  where  he  was  concerned,  as  he  found  his 
way  open  in  the  Truth,  fo  that  he  became  a 

F  3  Terror 
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Terror  to  Evil-doers,  though  a  Comfort  to 
them  who  did  well. 

t  Notwithstanding  his  bodily  Infirmity,  he 
diligently  laboured  in  his  Vocation  fo  long  as 
he  was  able,  being  not  flothful  in  Bufinefs,  but 
fervent  in  Spirit,  lerving  the  Lord  ;  rejoicing 
in  Hope,  patient  in  Tribulation,  continuing 
inftant  in  Prayer,  and  much  delighted  in  the 
Enjoyment  of  divine  Goodnefs,  which  failed 
him  not  when  he  was  confined  to  his  own 
Houle,  the  laft  four  Months  of  his  Time,  by 
an  Ajlhma  and  Dropjy  ;  but  he  would  often 
fay  to  Friends  who  vifited  him,  —  Although  he 
had  been  fometimes  counted  over  zealous,  like  the 
good  Man  oj  old ,  who  faid.  The  Zeal  of  thy 
Houfe  hath  eaten  me  up  ;  yet  he  now  reaped 
the  precious  Fruits  of  his  Faithfulnefs  unto  his 
great  Lord  and  Mafter ,  who  Jpake  Peace  to  his 
Soul,  and  gave  him  the  Earnefl  of  everlafting 
Reft,  by  overjhadowmg  him  many  times  with  his 
heavenly  Love,  and  lifting  up  his  Mind  above  his 
great  AJjhbhons  of  Body,  to  rejoice  in  his  holy 
Name  and  Power.  And  near  his  Conclufion 
he  faid  to  a  Friend  prefent,  — It  was  his  Faith, 
the  Lord  would  overturn  that  dark  Power  which 
fo  often  prevailed  in  the  Churches,  and  would 
raife  up  many  that  Jhould  J, land  for  his  Name. 
We  well  know  that  his  Travail  of  Spirit,  in 
this  refpedt,  had  been  often  very  deep  before 
the  Lord,  and  his  Mourning  great  for  the 
true  Seed’s  fake. 


Upon 
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Upon  taking  leave  of  his  F fiends,  a  few 
Hours  before  his  Departure,  he  faid,  It  has 
been  my  Judgment  a  long  time ,  and  1  am  fiill 
of  the  fame  Mind ,  that  there  is  none  can 
worjhip ,  praife  and  glorify  God ,  but  in  a 
meajure  of  his  own  divine  Spirit. 

He  departed  in  great  Peace,  Comfort  and 
Hope  in  Chrift,  the  2d  Day  of  the  Eleventh 
Month  1732.  Aged  Seventy  two. 


An  additional  Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly- 
meeting  of  Y ork,  concerning  Joshua  Barber. 

WE  efteem  ourfelves  under  an  Obliga¬ 
tion,  in  gratitude  to  the  Memory  of 
fo  ufeful  and  ferviceable  an  Inftrument,  to  give 
this  further  Account  of  him,  who,  whilft 
amongft  us,  was  well  known  and  truly  efteem- 
ed,  for  his  Service  fake,  by  Friends  in  this 
Quarterly-meeting,  which  he  often  attended, 
to  our  true  Help  and  Comfort  in  the  Work  of 
the  Lord. 

Our  fincere  Value  for  this  our  Friend  and 
Brother,  engages  us  to  declare.  His  exemplary 
Life  and  Converfation,  as  well  as  truly  zealous 
and  faithful  Labour  among  us,  was  very  ac¬ 
ceptable,  as  its  Tendency  was  to  the  difcou- 
raging  of  all  Appearance  of  Evil,  the  pro¬ 
moting  of  the  Life  of  Righteoufnefs,  and  the 
building  up  of  the  Church  in  the  molf  holy 

F  4  Faith, 
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Faith,  that  fhe  might  bring  forth  the  Fruits  of 
the  Spirit.  And  although  he  was  not  forward 
in  his  publick  Appearance  amongft  Friends, 
yet  the  weighty  Travail  of  Spirit  before  the 
Lord,  which  was  much  upon  him,  was  truly 
helpful  to  us,  and  comfortable  to  remember  ; 
ib  that  though  he  be  removed  from  us,  his 
Life  and  Labour  yet  fpeak,  and  the  Remem¬ 
brance  thereof  is  precious. 

He  was  found  in  Judgment  ;  fteady  in  a 
true  and  fervent  Zeal  a  gain  ft  corrupt  Liberty 
in  Converfation  ;  as  a!fo  for  promoting  a  fteady 
Faithfulnefs  amongft  all  Friends  in  the  feveral 
Branches  of  our  Teftimony,  and  particularly 
that  againft  Tithes  ;  being  well  allured,  that 
fo  doing  is  one  way  whereby  we  are  called  to 
confefs  Jefus  Chrill;  before  Men.  He  was  alfo 
frequently  under  a  weighty  Care  and  Concern 
of  Mind,  for  the  Prefervation  of  a  truly  living 
Miniftry  in  the  Church  ;  and  that  the  Spirit, 
Will  and  Wifdom  of  Man,  might  be  always 
in  due  Subiedlion  unto  the  Power  of  God,  fo 

*  y 

that  God  in  ail  Things  might  be  glorified. 
And  as  thus  he  lived  and  laboured,  to  the 
Comfort  and  Edification  of  the  Upright- 
hearted  among  us  ;  fo  he  died  in  Faith  "and 
full  Affurance  of  Peace,  the  Reward  of  the 
Faithful  :  An  Evidence  whereof  he  has  in  a 
lively  manner  left  behind  him,  which  induces 
us  to  give  this  brief  Account,  in  order  that  it 
may  excite  others  to  labour  to  fucceed  him  in 
|b  religious  and  good  a  Conduct  amongft 

Mankincj 
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Mankind  in  general  ;  and  to  recommend  fuch 


his  religious  Life  and  Labour  for  the  Good 


and  Welfare  of  the  Church  of  Chrift,  and  the 
Exaltation  of  the  Glory  and  Renown  of  the 
Lord,  our  moft  gracious  God,  who  alone  is 

worthy  for  ever. 


A  ‘Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  held 
at  Wigton,  for  the  County  of  Cumberland, 


concerning  Sarah  Dixon. 


H  E  was  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  our 
Friends  fohn  and  Anne  VAtfoti  of  G ray- 
thwaity  and  educated  in  the  Way  of  i  ruth  ; 
fober  from  a  Child  ;  dutiful  to  her  Parents, 
and  a  good  Example  in  the  Family. 

It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  vifit  her  often,  in  her 
young  and  tender  Years,  with  his  Heart- 
melting  Love  ;  and  though  fome  Hinderances 
prevailed  for  a  while,  yet,  about  theT  wentreth 
Year  of  her  Age,  fhe  joined  with  the  Vi  Sta¬ 
tion,  and  became  truly  religious,  heartily 
Peeking  after  Peace  with  God.  A  few  Years 
after,  fhe  came  forth  in  publick  Teftimony, 
to  the  Satisfaction  of  Friends  ;  and  divers 
times  vifited  the  Churches  in  this  County,  and 
other  adjacent  Counties  ;  and,  we  believe,  had 
o-ood  Service,  according  to  that  Gift  beftowed 
upon  her.  And  though  {he  was  not  large  in 
Teftimony,  yet  her  po&rine  was  watering, 

iweet 
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fweet  and  found,  to  the  tendering  the  Hearts 
of  thofe  who  fat  under  her  Miniftry,  which 
evidently  fprung  from  the  right  Fountain. 

About  the  Thirtieth  Year  of  her  Age,  die 
was  married  to  our  worthy  Friend  William 
Dixon,  of  Lowfewater  in  the  faid  County  ; 
and  after  that,  Are  vifited  Friends  in  fome 
neighbouiing  Counties.  When  at  home,  fhe 
was  diligent  in  attending  Meetings  ;  earned; 
and  careful  for  the  Maintenance  of  Difcipline 
and  good  Order  in  the  Church  j  and  that 
Eiders,  and  thofe  engaged  therein,  might 
Land  fad:  in,  and  keep  clofe  to,  the  Teftiroony 
of  Trutn.  She  was  a  dutiful,  affectionate 
Wire  ;  grave  and  fober  in  her  Converlation  ; 
a  loving,  kind  Neighbour  to  Poor  and  Rich  ; 
and  the  Lois  of  her  is  lamented  by  many, 
lhe  being  univerfally  beloved  by  Friends  and 
others.  Pier  Houfe  and  Heart  were  open  to 
entertain  Friends. 

She  was  taken  with  a  lingering  Ilnefs,  like 
a  Confumption,  which  continued  upon  her 
above  half  a  Year  ;  and  though  die  was 
afHiCted  with  diarp  Pains  at  times,  die  bore 
them  with  great  Patience  ;  often  faying,  1  am 
fully  refigned  to  the  Will  cj  the  Lord ,  and  dare 
not  defire  to  know,  whether  Life  or  Death ; 
however ,  I  am  perfeBly  eafy.  And  a  few  Days 
before  her  Death,  being  fendble  her  Time  was 
far  fpent,  die  defired  fome  Friends,  who  came 
to  viiit  her,  To  (land  faft  by  the  Teftimony  of 
Truth  ■,  with  divers  other  weighty  Expredions, 

.  which 
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which  we  omit  for  Brevity’s  fake.  At  another 
time  (lie  faid,  ‘ Though  I  have  had  jome  poor  low 
Th 1  mes  vn  my  llnejs ,  now  I  have  Jweet  Thirties. 
And  her  Hufband  fitting  by  her,  flie  was 
drawn  forth  in  a  living  Frame  of  Spirit,  and 
gave  good  Advice  to  him  ;  alio  faying,  1  never 
had  Jo  much  of  divine  Comfort  in  ail  my  LiJ'e  as 
1  now  enjoy.  She  lay  ftill  and  quiet,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  like  a  Lamb,  without  either 
Sigh  or  Groan,  on  the  1  ith  Day  of  the  Seventh 
Month  1733,  and  was  decently  buried  the  13th 
of  the  fame,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  in 
Eaglesfeld,  her  Corps  being  accompanied  by  a 
great  many  Friends  and  others,  and  divers 
living  Teitimonies  born  to  the  Truth. 

Aged  near  Thirty  three,  a  Minifter  about 
Ten  Years. 


A  ' Tejlimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Wigton,  concerning  William  Dixon. 

He  was  defcended  from  believing  Parents, 
and  educated  in  the  Way  of  Truth  ;  a 
Member  of  Pardfhaw  Meeting  in  the  County 
of  Cumberland ,  and  his  Refidence  was  at  Water- 
end  in  Lowjewater. 

It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  vifit  him  early  in  his 
tender  Age,  whereby  he  became  acquainted 
with  his  Teaching,  and  freely  gave  up  to  fol¬ 
low  the  Leadings  thereof,  which  was  apparent 
by  the  vifible  Progrefs  he  made. 


About 
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About  the  Twenty  firft  or  Twenty  fecond 

I  a;.  of  Lls  Age>  he  ca«ie  forth  in  publick 
l  eiiimony  ;  and,  as  he  was  faithful  to  that 

Gm  bcftowed  upon  him,  he  grew  and  became 
very  ferviccable  amongft  us.  He  travelled  pretty 
much,  in  his  early  coming  forth,  into  moll:  of 
our  adjacent  Counties  j  as  alfo  into  Cornwall 

and  other  Weftern  Counties  ;  and  we  are  Tatis- 
ned  had  good  Service. 

He  was  of  a  weak  Conftitution  of  Body. 

is  Doftrine  was  found  and  watering,  which 
d!d  often  drop  as  the  Dew,  and  diftil  as  the 
J m a 1 1  Ram,  upon  the  tender  Plants.  Rather 
backward  in  Appearance  ;  but  in  his  Miniftry 
attended  with  a  Spring  of  Life  and  Sweetnefs : 
rslot  with  the  enticing  Words  of  Man’s  Wif- 
dom,  but  in  the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  • 
often  fpeaking  of  the  Joys  of  Heaven.  He  was 
very  ^fervent  in  his  Approaches  in  Prayer,,  and 
teamed  his  full  Alia  ranee  and  fledfa.il;  Faith, 
oj  the  Lord  s  Arm  being  ft  retched  forth  to 
gather  the  Nations  ;  fupplicating  the  Lord, 
lbat  he  migpt  die  in  the  Faith  thereof  if  he 
never  lived  to  fee  it  y  craving  of  him,  in  that 
Earn  eft  of  faith,  i That  he  might  Jpread  his 

Gojpel  from  Nation  to  Nation ,  and  from  Hand 
to  If  and.  J 

About  the  Thirtieth  Year  of  his  Age,  he 
was  married,  to  the  eldeft  Daughter  of’  our 
friend  fohn  Wilfon ,  of  Graythwait.  He  was 
a  kind  and  loving  Hufband  ;  free  and  open 
foeaited  to  entertain  Friends :  And,  being  often 

weak 
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weak  in  Body,  he  did  not  travel  much  abroad 
afterwards  ;  yet  was  diligent  in  attending 
Meetings  at  home,  as  alio  neighbouring  Meet¬ 
ings,  when  Ability  of  Body  permitted  ;  and 
among!!  other  People  he  had  good  Service, 
and  grew  brighter,  io  long  as  he  was  able  to 
appear  abroad. 

About  the  Thirty  fixth  Year  of  his  Age  he 
fell  into  a  Decline,  which  continued  upon  him 
near  three  Quarters  of  a  Year,  and  at  length 
proved  mortal  ;  during  which  time,  his  dear 
Wife  lay  on  her  Death-bed,  and  was  taken 
away  about  half  a  Year  before  him.  He  fo me 
time  afterwards  came  to  Meetings,  and  did 
appear  in  Teftimony  ;  though  his  Voice  was 
much  weakened,  yet  he  was  as  ftrong  as  ever 
in  the  Power  of  Truth.  ■ 

In  the  time  of  his  Ilnefs  feveral  fweet  Ex¬ 
pressions  dropt  from  him  :  Pie  faid  to  a  Friend 
who  fat  by  him.  I  am  entirely  eafy  ;  and  though 
1  have  had  the  Lofs  of  a  good  Wife ,  I  do  not 
fret  myfelf ;  —  am  fatisfied  when  this  poor  Body 
goes  to  DitJl,  there  is  a  Place  of  Reft  prepared 
for  my  Soul  and  I  am  thankful  I  have  nothing 
to  do  bat  die  ;  though  fame  Places  have  been 
before  me  to  have  vifited,  if  I  had  Strength  of 
Body ,  but  1  believe  the  Will  fall  be  taken  for 
the  Deed  ;  for  I  never  delayed  Time  when  I  had 
Ability.  Oh  !  it  is  good  to  make  UJe  of  Dime. 
I  rejoice  that  1  die  in  Unity  with  my  Friends, 
and  that  the  Lord  is  now  near  me.  He  fpoke 
this  with  a  weak  Voice,  but  very  affeftingly, 

being 
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being  much  broken.  Another  time  he  faid  to 
a  Friend  who  bore  him  Company,  ‘That  the 
glorious  Light  oj  the  Lord  finned  over  him ,  and 
his  Goodnefs  was  to  him  ;  and  he  had  nothin? 
in  his  Heart  but  Goodwill  to  all. 

He  departed  this  Life,  in  good  Unity  with 
Friends,  the  24th  Day  of  the  Firft  Month 
1734,  and  was  decently  interred  the  27th  of 
the  fame,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at 
Eagles  fie  Id.  Aged  near  Thirty  feven,  a  Minifter 
about  Fifteen  Years. 

A  Left irnony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Wigton,  concerning  Bridget  Story. 

BRIDGET  STORY,  Wife  of  Chriftopher 
Story,  of  Rigghead  in  the  County  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  was  convinced  of  the  bleffed  Truth 
about  the  Twentieth  Year  of  her  Age,  and, 
according  to  the  Manifeftation  given  he’r,  be¬ 
came  a  faithful  Follower  thereof.  She  was  of 
good  Conveifation  among  her  Neighbours  ; 
a  Pattern  of  Humility,  Self-denial,  Plainnefs 
and  Circumfpe&ion,  in  her  own  Family  ;  and 
often  concerned  in  that  univerfal  Love,  which 
did  abound  in  her  Soul,  to  advife  her  Children, 
as  they  grew  up  to  Maturity,  and  others  under 
her  Care,  to  keep  in  God’s  holy  Fear,  and 
walk  in  the  Footfleps  of  the  Faithful  who 
were  gone  before. 


She 


I 
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She  was  called  into  the  Work  of  the  Mini- 
ftry  fome  Years  after  her  Convincement,  and, 
according  to  her  Capacity,  laboured  faithfully 
in  the  Difcharge  of  her  Duty  therein  ;  fre¬ 
quently  appearing  in  publick  Teftimony  in  the 
Meeting  fhe  belonged  to  ;  not  with  inticing 
Words  of  Mens  Wifdom,  but  in  the  Zeal  and 
Simplicity  of  the  Gofpel  ;  and  was  very  fer¬ 
vent  in  Supplication  to  the  Almighty  ;  both 
which,  did  often  tend  to  the  Edification  and 
Refrefhment  of  the  Living.  She  was  of  an 
undaunted  Spirit,  and  noble  Difpofition  of 
Mind,  not  regarding  the  Frowns  of  Men,  in 
any  Cafe  wherein  fhe  believed  the  Teftimony 
of  Truth  was  concerned.  Diligent  and  very 
exemplary  in  attending  Meetings  of  Worship 
and  Difcipline  ;  zealous  for  promoting  and 
maintaining  good  Order  in  the  Church  ;  and, 
in  particular,  concerned  for  the  inward  Growth 
and  Prefervation  of  the  riling  Generation,  that 
all  Superfluity  of  Naughtinefs  might  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  and  Decency  and  Plainnefs  kept  to,  which 
becomes  the  Followers  of  Jefus  ;  fo  that  it 
may  be  truly  laid,  She  was  a  nurfmg  Mother 
in  Ifrael  indeed. 

She  was  alfo  concerned,  in  the  Love  of 
Truth,  at  divers  times  to  vifit  the  Meetings  of 

#  '  u 

Friends  in  this  and  other  Counties  adjacent  ; 
alfo  the  Churches  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  ;  and 
we  have  ground  to  believe  fire  had  good  Recep¬ 
tion  among  the  Faithful,  wherefoever  her  Lot 
was  caff. 

And 
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And  though  {lie  was  confined  at  home,  in 
her  declining  Age,  through  the  Decay  of 
Nature,  yet  {he  retained  her  Integrity,  and 
continued  in  great  Innocency  and  Simplicity, 
to  the  Comfort  of  thofe  who  came  to  vifit  her, 
and  finifhed  her  Courfe  in  this  World,  in  a 
living  Frame  of  Spirit,  and  in  great  Tran¬ 
quility,  the  2  ift  of  the  Second  Month  1733, 
in  the  Eighty  lecond  Year  of  her  Age.  A 
Minifter  Thirty  Years. 


ji  ‘Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Aylefbury  in  the  County  of  Bucks,  concerning 
Mary  Baker. 


E  do  not  find  any  particular  Account 


to  communicate,  of  her  firfc  Convince- 


ment  ;  thofe  ancient  Friends,  who  were  her 
Contemporaries,  being  long  fince  removed  ; 
but  we  have  fiifficient  Caufe  to  believe,  fhe 
received  the  Truth  while  young,  in  the  Love 
of  it,  and  in  an  honefi:  Fleart  ;  the  Seed  which 
was  fown  bringing  forth  Fruit  to  the  Lord, 
who  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  endow  her  with 
divers  excellent  Qualifications. 

For  many  Years  laft  paft,  fome  of  us  were 
well  acquainted  with  her,  and  from  a  fenfe  of 
her  honefi:  and  innocent  Life,  we  find  ourfelves 
engaged  to  give  this  brief  Teftimony  con¬ 
cerning  her. 


That 
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That  £he  was  an  inward  and  heavenly- 
minded  Woman,  and  from  her  own  Experience 
of  the  Virtue  of  Truth,  fhe  was  often  drawn, 
forth  in  a  living  Teftimony  thereto ;  exhoiting 
to  a  diligent  Exercife  and  I  ravail  of  Spint  aiter 
the  true  Enjoyment  of  Life  ;  in  which  Services 
{lie  was  many  tunes  made  an  Inflrument  of 
Edification  and  Comfort  to  the  Faithful,  as 
well  as  of  Admonition  and  Reproof  to  the 
Negligent  and  Difobedient. 

She  was  zealoufly  concerned  for  good  Order 
and  Difcipline  in  the  Church  in  general,  and 
particularly  in  our  Womens-meeting,  bearing 
the  chief  Weight  of  the  Affairs  thereof  for 
many  Years  ;  which  fhe  diligently  attended 
fo  long  as  fhe  was  of  Ability.  Her  Labour 
and  Service  in  the  Church,  both  perfonally 
and  by  her  outward  Subftance,  and  her  ex¬ 
emplary  Converfation,  in  Humility,  Temper¬ 
ance  and  Self-denial,  has  left  a  fweet  Memorial 
of  her.  She  was  courteous,  kind,  and  religious 
in  her  Deportment  to  her  Neighbours,  fre¬ 
quently  adminiflring  to  the  Help  of  the  Necef- 
fitous.  She  was  honourable  in  her  Profeffion, 
and  obtained  a  good  Report  in  general. 

The  fweet  Frame  of  Spirit  and  Peace  of 
Mind,  which,  with  great  Comfort,  feveral  of 
us  beheld  her  in,  upon  a  Vilit  a 

j 

before  her  Departure,  gives  us  good  Caufe  to 
believe  fhe  died  in  the  Lord,  and  is  entered 
into  everlafting  Retf. 


Testimonies  concerning 

AT-S^f  ^'Parted  tIlis  Life  the  12th  Day  of  the 
:  ,n^‘\  Month  1734,  and  was  decently  interred 

nA,urfnds  Buryin§  Gr°und  at  Jordans  the 
her  A  °WlnS‘  In  the  Eighty  flXth  Year  of 


A  feftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Falmouth,  concerning  Thomas  Giddy. 


IT  pleafed  the  Lord  to  open  his  Underftand- 
ing,  and  favour  him  with  the  Knowledge 
ot  his  blefied  Truth,  in  his  early  Years,  bellow¬ 
ing  on  him  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry,  and  enduing 
im  with  the  Spirit  of  true  Government  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  for  divers  Years  before  many 
of  us  can  remember  ;  and  we  have  been  fo 
fenfibly  reached  by  that  Power  which  attended 
his  Miniftry  and  Concern  for  maintaining  the 
Difciphne  of  Truth,  fince  we  knew  him,  that 
vve  cannot  wholly  pafs  it  over  in  filence.  ’ 

His  Habitation  icing  within  the  Compafs 
of  this  Meeting,  we  were  frequently  favoured 
with  acceptable  Vifits  from  him,  as  well  as  at 
Meetings  of  Bufinefs,  of  which  he  was  a  due 
Attender,  when  at  home  and  able  ;  and  the 
Lord  was  pleated  to  make  him  a  ferviceable 
Infcrument  among!!  us,  and  a  Strengthener  of 
thofe  who  were  right  minded,  who  had  the 
Honour  of  God  at  Heart;  he  being,  though 
zealous  for  the  Maintenance  of  every  Branch 

of 
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of  Truth’s  Teftimony,  ready  to  fympathize 
with  the  Weak,  and  cherifh  the  lead:  Appear¬ 
ance  of  Tendernefs.  His  Houfe,  as  well  as  his 
Heart,  was  open  to  receive  the  Servants  of  the 
Lord  ;  his  exemplary  Care  and  Induftry  m 
temporal  Affairs  being  bleffed  with  Succefs. 

Pie  preached  the  Gofpel  freely,  and  was 
frequently  concerned,  in  the  Difcharge  of  his 
Duty,  to  fpeak  in  plainnefs  to  Particulars, 
where  Occafion  required  ;  and  we  have  reafon 
to  believe  his  Advice  fo  given,  oftentimes 
reached  the  living  Witnefs,  and  proved  of 
good  Service. 

Some  confiderable  time  before  his  Deceale, 
he  laboured  under  many  and  great  bodily 
Infirmities,  by  which  his  Memory  and  Under- 
Handing,  in  outward  Things,  weie  much  im¬ 
paired  ;  yet,  as  one  who  had  made  Heaven 
his  Choice,  he  was  concerned  and  enabled,  in 
fundry  Meetings,  to  bear  his  1  eftimony  tor 

God. 

Towards  the  Conclufion  of  the  laft  Quarterly¬ 
meeting,  fave  one,  he  was  at  in  this  County, 
after  having  undergone  pretty  much  Exercife, 
he  exhorted  Friends  to  maintain  their  antient 
Teftimony  againft  all  Wt ars  and  Fightings  , 
being  apprehenfive  we  might  be  affie&ed  by  an 
Act  then  on  foot  for  regulating  the  Militia . 

Some  time  after  this  he  went  to  the  Yearly- 
meeting  at  London ,  and  was  comforted  in  his 
Tourney  ;  and  notwithftanding  his  great 

G  2  Weaknefs 
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Weaknefs  of  Body,  returned  in  Safety  to  his 

The  next  Quarterly-meeting,  after  his  Return, 
was  at  Penzance,  where  he  went,  and  gave  an 

ag?Cf,  ^CC°Unt  °f  his  J°urney  t0  London, , 
and  the  Meeting  there  ;  and  was  zealoufly 

concerned  to  advife  Friends  to  a  faithful  Dif- 

charge  of  their  Te/limony  againfl  Tithes. 

The  Farewel-meeting  next  Day  at  Marazion, 
was  the  Jail  that  any  of  us  were  at  with  him  : 
in  which,  the  good  Prefence  of  God  eminently 
overfhadowed  our  Affembly,  to  the  tendering 
many  Hearts,  and  his  Life,  like  Oil,  flowed 
over  ail.  At  the  Conclufion  of  which  we  parted 
in  much  Love,  he  returning  to  Penzance ,  to  be 
clear  of  that  Meeting  ;  and  at  the  finilhingof 

is  Teflimony  in  a  Weekday-meeting  there, 
was  feized  with  violent  Convulfions,  which  it 
was  feared  would  have  carried  him  off  imme¬ 
diately  ;  however  it  proved  otherwife  :  But  he 
jay  under  great  Weaknefs  and  Affliction  of 
Body  about  three  Weeks,  and  then  finished 
his  Courfe  the  6th  Day  of  the  Ninth  Month 

*73 4- 

He  was  very  fenfible  during  his  laft  Ilnefs, 
and  appeared  perfectly  refigned  to  the  Will  of 
God  ;  exprefling  very  emphatically  his  Satis¬ 
faction,  float  there  was  a  Reward  m  Store  for  the 
Righteous.  Aged  about  Seventy  three,  Con¬ 
vinced  Fifty  two,  a  Minifter  about  Forty 
Years. 


A  Te/limony 

/  r* 


Publick  Friends  deceafed.  85 


/ 


A  Teflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Horflydown  in  Southwark,  concerning 
Francis  Davis. 

HE  was  born  the  29th  of  the  Fourth 
Month  1684,  defcended  from  religious 
Parents,  and  early  difcovered  an  Inclination  to 
Virtue.  He  was  exemplary  in  his  Converfation  ; 
a  diligent  Searcher  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  by 
means  of  which,  being  improved  by  the  lively 
Influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  he  became 
well  qualified  to  defend  the  Do&rines  of  the 
Gofpel. 

About  the  Year  1701,  he  was  called  to  the 
Miniftry,  and  vifited  the  Meetings  of  Friends 
in  divers  Parts  of  this  Kingdom,  feveral  times 
in  Holland ,  and  Part  of  Germany  in  which 
Station  he  was  ferviceable  to  the  Church  of 
Chrift.  He  acquitted  himfelf  as  one  well  in- 
ftruCted  to  the  Kingdom,  and  was  efteemed 
and  accepted  as  an  able  and  faithful  Labourer 
in  the  Chriflian  Vineyard. 

He  was  taken  ill  the  latter  end  of  the  Seventh 
Month  1734,  and  though  in  great  Weaknefs 
and  Affliction,  yet  that  Meeknefs  which  at¬ 
tended  him,  befpake  the  Refignation  of  his 
Mind  to  the  Will  of  God.  His  lafl:  Expreffions 
were,  ‘Thou  Preferver  of  all  thofe  that  put  their 
Trujl  in  thee  :  Saviour  !  Saviour  !  0,  blejjed 
be  thy  Name. 

G  3 


He 
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He  departed  this  Life  the  25th  of  the  Eighth 
Month  1734,  and  was  buried  the  30th  of  the 
fame,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  in  Long-lane. 
In  the  Fifty  fir  ft  Year  of  his  Age.  A  Minifter 
about  Thirty  three  Years. 


A  Lejlimony  from,  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Kendal,  in  the  County  of  Weftmorland, 
concerning  William  Beck. 

OU  R  antient  and  well  beloved  Friend 
William  Beck ,  was  born  in  the  Year 
1 64 1 ,  near  Hawkfhead  in  Lancafiire  ;  defend¬ 
ed  of  honeft  and  religious  Parents,  who  were 
convinced  of  the  blelfed  Truth,  in  or  about  the 
Year  1652,  by  the  Miniftry  of  that  faithful 
Servant  of  Ch l  ift  Edward  Burrough. 

His  Father  died  when  he  was  about  Fourteen 
Years  of  Age  ;  after  which,  he  lived  with  his 
Mother,  and  learned  his  Father’s  Trade, 
which  was  that  of  a  Skinner  and  Glover  ;  and 
though  their  Circumftances  in  the  World  were 
but  fmall,  yet,  being  careful  and  induftrious, 
they  lived  comfortably,  till  he  entered  into 
Trade  for  himfelf,  which  was  when  he  was 
aboutTwenty  Years  of  Age.  He  was  religioully 
inclined,  and  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  profper 
him  in  his  Bufinefs,  and  to  give  him  Credit 
with  thofe  he  dealt  with,  being  confcientioufly 
concerned  to  perform  his  Words  and  Contracts 
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After  fome  time,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
beftow  upon  him  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry,  in 
which  he  faithfully  laboured,  according  to  the 
Ability  received  ;  he  was  a  diligent  Attender 
of  Meetings,  rightly  concerned  for  the  Pro¬ 
motion  of  Truth  and  Righteoufnefs  in  the 
Earth,  and  for  the  Prefervation  of  Love  and 
Unity  amongft  Friends.  He  was  faithful  and 
ftedfaft  in  his  Teftimony  againfl  Tithes,  Of¬ 
fering  joyfully  the  Spoiling  of  his  Goods ;  and 
an  Encourager  of  all,  who  made  Profeffion 
of  the  Truth,  to  Faithfulnefs  therein,  and  to 
Diligence  in  attending  their  Meetings,  even  in 
the  hotted;  Times  of  Perfecution  ;  and  he  Of¬ 
fered  deeply  on  that  Account,  his  Circumftance 
confidered.  His  Converfation  being  peaceable 
and  inoffenfive,  he  was  well  beloved.  His 
Teftimony  was  not  with  Eloquence  of  Speech, 
yet  living  and  edifying  to  the  Hearers.  He 
was  ready  to  do  Good  to  all,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  to  the  Houlhold  of  Faith  ;  and  as  he 
loved  Peace,  fo  he  laboured  fervently  to  pre¬ 
vent  Strife  and  Contention.’  Sound  in  Judg¬ 
ment  ;  and  his  Converfation  adorned  his  Doc¬ 
trine.  He  lived  to  old  Age,  and  retained  his 
Integrity,  Memory,  Underftanding,  Love  and 
Zeal  for  Truth  and  Righteoufnefs,  to  the  laft  j 
and  would  often,  after  he  had  loft  his  Sight, 
commemorate  and  fpeak  of  the  many  Favours, 
Prefervations,  Bleffings  and  kind  Dealings  of 
the  Lord  to  him,  through  the  whole  Courfe 
of  his  Life.  He  bore  a  living  and  faithful 

G  4  Teftimony 
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TeEimony  in  Meetings  to  the  Goodnefs  of 
God,  and  the  Encouragement  of  Friends  to 
truft  in  him,  wait  upon  him,  and  to  be 
faithful  in  their  Teftimony,  careful  in  their 
Converfation,  and  true  and  fmcere  in  their 
Love  to  him  ;  and  that  then  he  would  abun¬ 
dantly  blefs  them  every  way,  and  profper  his 
Work  in  the  Earth. 

He  was  a  good  Example  in  his  Family, 
a  loving  Hufband,  a  tender  Father,  a  kind 
Neighbour,  and  one  who  fought  the  Good  of 
all  Men.  And  though  his  Strength  gradually 
declined  through  old  Age,  of  which  he  was 
fenlible,  yet  he  continued  in  a  fweet  Frame  of 
Mind,  often  fignifying  his  Refignation  to  the 
W ill  oj  the  Lord  j  and  that  it  was  a  great 
Sat  if  fad  ion  to  him,  that  he  had  anpivered  the 
Lord's  Requirings,  and  done  his  Day's  Work 
faithfully ,  and  had  therein  great  Peace  and 
AJJurance  of  his  future  W -ll- being  j  and  was 
like  a  Shock  of  Corn  fully  ripe,  when  he 
departed  this  Life  the  19th  of  the  Third  Month 
3734,  and  was  buried  on  the  226  of  the  fame, 
in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  Colthoufe.  Age4 
jiear  Ninety  three  Years. 


A  Tejlimony 
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A  Tejlimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Norfolk,  concerning  John  Everard. 


OU  R  worthy  Friend  and  Elder  John 
Everard,  was  born  at  Putham-Mary- 
Magdalen  in  this  County,  in  the  Time  of  the 
Civil  War,  but  we  cannot  be  certain  in  what 
Year,  there  being  at  that  time  a  Defect  in  the 
Parifh  Regifter.  His  Parents  were  poor,  but 
of  a  fober  religious  Character,  his  Mother  being 

by  Profeffion  a  Puritan. 

He  was  convinced  by  the  Teftimony  of  our 
Friend  Richard  Hubberthorn,  and  became  a 
publick  Preacher  among  us  before  he  was 
Twenty  Years  of  Age  ;  in  which  Capacity  he 
frequently  vifited  divers  Parts  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  once  the  Nation  of  Ireland ,  as  Companion 
to  our  worthy  and  much  efleemed  Friend 
William  Penn.  A  Bleffing  attended,  his  La¬ 
bours,  for  great  Numbers  were  convinced  by 
him  l  fome  of  them  are  flill  living,  to  whom 
his  Memory  is  very  precious.  He  was  not 
without  great  and  trying  Exercifes,.  and  from 
fome  who  were  nearly  related  to  him  :  But  in 
thefe  times  he  was  mercifully  preferved,  to  the 
great  Comfort  of  himfelf,  and  Satisfaction  of 
his  Brethren. 

We  think  we  may  fafely  fay  of  him,  that  he 

was  a  found,  edifying  Minifter,  an  exemplary 

Elder, 
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Elder,  a  faithful  and  alfedionate  Friend,  and 
one  who  through  a  conftant  and  careful  Walk¬ 
ing  before  God,  witnelfed  a  Victory  over  his 
.  Enemy,  which  was  Death  ;  for  he  beheld 
its  Approaches  with  that  Comfort  and  Satis- 

fadion,  which  can  only  polfels  the  Minds  of 
good  Men. 

He  died  at  Wandfworth  in  the  County  of 
Surry  Aged  near  Ninety,  a  Minifter  above 


■A  ‘T’eflimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Suifex,  concerning  Susanna  Martin,  Wife 
of  Benedict  Martin,  of  Hunt’s  Green. 

WE  have  this  to  lay  concerning  her ;  (he 
was  born  in  our  County,  defcended  of 
honell  religious  Parents,  who  llridly  educated 
her  in  the  Profeffion  of  Truth,  and  their  Care 
of  her  was  crowned  with  Succefs,  for  Ihe  was 
religioufly  inclined  from  her  Youth  ;  and  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  commit  to  her  Trull  a  Gift 

of  the  Minilfry,  about  the  Twenty  third  Year 
of  her  Age. 

She  was  a  faithful  Labourer,  being  a  ferious 
weighty  concerned  Woman  in  her  Spirit,  and 
undei  went  deep  Exerciles.  A  true  Mourner  in 
Sion  i  had  the  Gift  of  Difcerning  ;  fo  that  Ihe 
often  fpoke  fuitable  to  the  States  of  thofe  to 
whom  Ihe  minillered.  She  travelled  to  vifit 

Friends 
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Friends  through  the  greateft  Part  of  this 
Nation,  and  North  Britain,  divers  times,  to 
the  Edification  of  the  Churches,  being  well 
received  by  Friends  in  general. 

She  was  zealoufly  concerned,  that  the  Dif- 
cipline  of  the  Church  might  be  maintained, 
in  its  feveral  Branches  ;  often,  in  the  Spirit  of 
Love  and  Tendernefs,  admonifhed  and  re¬ 
proved  the  Unfaithful ;  defirous  that  the  Poor 
might  be  relieved,  according  to  their  Neceffi- 
ties,  efpecially  fuch  as  were  worthy  ;  and 
generally  kind  and  affifling,  out  of  her  own 
Bounty,  to  the  Poor  or  all  forts.  She  was 
much  concerned  for  the  Unity  of  the  Chui cn, 
that  her  Members  might  be  preferved  in  the 
Bond  of  Peace  ;  and  alfo  for  the  fpreading  of 
the  Gofpel  of  Peace.  She  had  a  folid,  favoury 
Tefcimony  for  the  Truth,  and  was  faithful 
and  diligent  in  it  ;  yet  not  forward  in  mini- 
firing,  but  waited  upon  the  Lord  until  fhe  did 
believe  a  Neceffity  was  upon  her. 

She  gave  much  good  and  feafonable  Advice 
to  her  Children,  in  the  time  of  her  Health, 
with  many  Tears  and  Prayers  to  the  Almighty 
for  them,  that  they  might  grow  up  in  his.  Fear, 
and  follow  the  Footfteps  of  the  Faithful,  and  do 
their  Day's  Work  in  the  Day  time,  that  the 
Blefing  of  God  might  be  their  Fortiori  here  and 
eternally. 

She  was  an  affe&ionate  Wife,  a  real  Sympa¬ 
thizer  with  her  Hufhand  in  Afflidtion,  a  tender 
Mother,  and  a  good  Neighbour ;  fo  that  the 

Lofs 
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Lofs  of  her  is  generally  lamented  by  thofe 
who  knew  her :  Yet  we  do  not  forrow  as  thofe 
who  have  no  Hope,  being  fenfible  the  con¬ 
tinued  faithful  to  the  laft  ;  and  though  fud- 

denly  furprized  with  Death,  yet  fhe  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  it.  '  v 

She  died  in  the  Lord,  and  laid  down  her 

Head  in  Peace,  the  29th  Day  of  the  Twelfth 

Month  1735.  Aged  Sixty  three. 

* 

The  following  Account ,  wrote  by  Sufanna 
Martin,  after  her  l aft  Journey  on  a  Vifit  to 
Friends ,  is  thought  proper  to  be  fubjoined  to  the 
foregoing  ‘Ie/iimony ,  viz. 

* 

"£  “  From  Wind  for  I  came  to  Stains , 
Sarnia l  Tiop'ivood  being  there.  We  bad  a 
Meeting,  which  was  the  laft  I  had  before  I 
came  home,  and  a  very  good  time  we  had. 
“  The  feafoning  Word  of  Life  was  witneffed, 
and  the  Hearts  of  many  were  melted  before 
“  *he  Lord  ;  and  that  Peace,  which  palfeth 
tne  Understanding  of  the  natural  Mfan,  was 
known  as  a  fweet  Return  into  my  Bofom  ; 
for  ever  magnified  be  the  Name  of  the 
€(  Moll  High  ! 

Thence  I  came  to  lodged  at 

Brother  ! Thompforis  ;  and  thence  home  in 
“  great  Peace.  Oh  !  the  matchlefs  Love  of 
“  our  God  !  who  can  declare  it  ?  He  did  not 
“  only  draw  me  by  the  Cords  of  his  Love,  to 
vifit  his  Seed  in  the  Hearts  of  the  Children 

“  of 
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“  of  Men,  but  he  was  alfo  Mouth  and  Wif- 
“  dom,  as  well  as  Riches  in  Poverty,  Strength 
“  in  the  greatefl  Weaknefs,  and  a  Brook  by 
“  the  Way,  of  which  my  weary  Soul  often 
“  partook  ;  and  I  praife  his  moll  worthy 
“  Name,  in  that  he  had  counted  me  worthy 
“  to  be  feparated,  from  what  was  near  and 
“  dear  to  me,  for  the  Gofpel  fake,  and  to  ferve, 
“  follow  and  obey  him  in  his  Requirings. 

“  And  though  he  led  me  fometimes  through 
“  many  Tribulations,  and  my  Soul  down  into 
“  the  Deeps  ;  yet  he  did  not  leave  me  there, 
“  but  his  own  Arm  wrought  Salvation  and 
“  Deliverance  to  me  ;  fo  that  I  was  dill  en- 
“  couraged  to  follow  him  who  is  the  Captain 
et  of  our  Salvation,  who  puts  forth  his  Sheep, 
“  goes  before  them,  and  they  hear  his  Voice 
“  and  follow  him.  May  his  Love  encourage 
“  many  Thoufands  more  to  follow  him  faith- 
“  fully,  that  they  may  come  to  know  him, 
“  who  is  the  Lord  of  Life  and  Glory,  to  be 
“  their  Shepherd  and  the  Bifhop  of  their  Souls, 
“  is  my  hearty  Defire  and  Prayer  to  God  for 
“  them  ;  that  in  Bleffing  he  might  blefs  them, 
“  and  in  multiplying  he  might  multiply  his 
“  Mercies  upon  them  :  For  I  can  fay,  it  is 
“  good  to  ferve  the  Lord,  and  to  give  up  the 
“  Strength  of  our  Days  to  honour  him  with 
“  it,  who  hath  given  it  unto  us.  And,  having 
“  tailed  and  felt  how  good  the  Lord  is  to 
“  them  who  are  given  up  to  follow  him, 
“  I  have  wrote  thefe  few  Lines  for  the 

“  Encouragement 
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Encouragement  of  thofe  whom  I  may  leave 
behind,  when  I  may  be  in  the  filent  Grave, 
that  they  may  be  given  up  to  ferve  the  Lord 
in  theii  Day,  and  may  be  willing  to  go 
through  Tribulations  for  the  Gofpel  fake  ; 
knowing  this,  That  great  will  be  their  Re¬ 
ward  in  Heaven,  if  faithful  to  the  End  ; 
for  it  is  the  Willing  and  Obedient,  who 
eat  the  Good  of  the  Land  that  flows  with 
Wine,  Milk  and  Honey  ;  the  Sweetnefs  of 
which,  my  Soul  hath  been  a  living  Partaker 
of  fince  my  Return.  Magnified  be  the 
right  Arm  of  his  Power,  by  which  he  hath 
upheld  my  Spirit  to  this  Day,  and  hath 
been  as  a  flxong  Tower,  in  which  there  has 
been  Safety  for  all  the  tribulated  Followers 
of  him.  Thankfgiving  and  Glory  fhall  be 
afcribed  to  him  for  ever.” 
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A  Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
York;  concerning  Mary  Ellerton. 

OU  R  dear  Friend,  Mary  Ellerton ,  came 
forth  in  a  publick  Teftimony  when 
young  in  Years,  and  travelled  much  in  the 
Service  of  Truth.  She  was  an  able  Minifter  of 
the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  by  whom  fhe  was  endowed  with 
Power  from  on  high,  which  made  her  Miniftry 
powerful  and  edifying,  and  very  comfortable 
to  us  here,  and  alfo  to  the  Churches  abroad, 
wherein  the  laboured  faithfully ;  having  many 
times  travelled  in  Truth’s  Service  through 
her  native  Country  of  England,  vifiting  the 
Churches  there  ;  alfo  Scotland  and  Ireland ; 
divers  Parts  of  the  Plantations  in  America  ; 
and  Holland. 

She  departed  this  Life,  in  the  City  of  York, 
in  a  good  old  Age,  well  efteemed  ;  but  having 
many  Afflictions  of  Body  to  ftruggle  with, 
made  her  defire,  if  it  pleafed  the  Lord,  Jl  'e 
might  be  freed  from  them  and  be  diffohed ; 
which  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  anfwer  in 
his  own  due  time;  and  we  believe  the  died  in 
the  Life  and  Power  of  divine  Faith,  and  is 
now  gone  to  that  Reft  which  is  glorious. 
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A  Teftimony  from  Friends  of  the  Province  of 


Ulfier  in  Ireland,  concerning  William  Gray. 
S  there  are  fome  ftill  living  amongft  us, 


who  remember  this  our  dear  Friend 


from  his  Youth,  and  knew  him  then  to  have 
been  of  a  fober  Life  and  Converfation,  and 
one  who  had  a  Regard  to  the  Fear  and  Grace 
of  God  in  his  Heart ;  fo  there  are  many  more 
of  a  younger  Generation,  who  do  know  and 
very  well  remember  his  Services  in  the  Church, 
for  upwards  of  Thirty  Years  part. 

And  therefore,  in  Teftimony  to  the  good 
Spirit  and  Grace  of  God,  which  qualified  him 
for  thofe  Services,  wherein  he  afterwards  be¬ 
came  eminently  ferviceable  ;  as  well  as  for  the 
ftirring  up  and  encouraging  others  to  come  up 
in  Faithfulnefs,  we  find  a  Concern  in  our 
Minds  to  fay  fomething  concerning  him,  both 
as  to  thofe  Qualifications  with  which  he  was 
endued,  and  alfo  as  to  his  Service  in  the 
Church. 

He  was  plain  and  exemplary,  of  a  grave 
and  folid  Deportment,  had  a  ready  Utterance, 
and  of  a  found  difeerning  Judgment,  and  had 
a  clear  and  ready  Underftanding  in  difficult 
Cafes  ;  by  which  Qualifications  he  was  en¬ 
abled,  not  only  to  be  very  helpful  in  com- 
pofing  Differences,  and  fpeaking  to  Things  he 
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obferved  amifs  ;  but  alfo  having  acquainted 
himfelf  with  the  Rules  and  Order  of  Friends, 
could  fpeak  pertinently  and  clearly  in  ouc 
Meetings  of  Bufinefs  ;  and  being  invited  by 
Friends  of  the  Selcdi  Meeting ,  to  join  with 
them  in  that  Service,  he  was  cautious  in  accept¬ 
ing  thereof,  doubting  his  own  Qualifications  ; 
but  being  afraid  to  rejedt  the  Love  and  Good¬ 
will  of  Friends  to  him,  for  his  Growth  and 
Perleverance  in  the  blefled  Truth,  he  accepted 
of  Friends  Invitation,  and  became  a  Member 
of  that  Meeting  ;  in  which  he  behaved  himfelf 
with  much  Submiffion,  Care  and  Preference 
to  elder  Friends.  And  as  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  call  his  fellow  Elders  to  Reft  and  Peace 
with  him,  the  Concern  came  more  weighty 
upon  this  our  Friend,  which  he  faithfully  dif- 
charged  to  the  laft  ;  feldom  omitting,  in  Meet¬ 
ings  for  Bufinefs,  to  advile  Friends  to  Faithful- 
nefs,  Care  and  Circumfpedxion,  in  an  orderly 
Ccnverfation  ;  and  that  all  might  come  up  in 
their  refpedtive  Services,  and  in  duly  attending 
Meetings  for  Worfhip,  both  Fir  it- days  and 
other  Days  ;  in  which  he  was  a  good  Ex¬ 
ample  ;  and  that  they  might  be  truly  con¬ 
cerned  therein  to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  to  know 
their  Strength  renewed  in  him,  that  fo  they 
might  come  to  lay  down  their  Heads  in  Peace, 
whenever  it  fhould  pleafe  the  Lord  to  call 
them  hence. 

Towards  the  latter  Part  of  Ills  Time,  hi 
was  concerned  to  bear  a  pubiick  Tcftimony  in 

H  Meetings, 
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Meetings,  though  in  a  Crofs  to  his  own  Will, 
tenderly  exhorting  Friends  to  give  all  Dili¬ 
gence  to  make  their  Calling  and  ElecSion  fure  5 
to  witnefs  which,  would  out-ballance  all  that 
this  Woild  can  afford  ;  and  not  barely  to 
iatisfy  themfelves  with  coming  to  Meetings, 
but  to  wait  for  that  Bread  which  nourifheth 
the  Soul  up  unto  eternal  Life. 

His  Houfe  was  always  open  for  Friends, 
who  were  received  with  much  Freedom’, 
Love  and  Care,  and  he  loved  the  Company  of 
honed,  faithful  Friends,  both  Miniders  and 
others. 

More  might  be  faid  concerning  him,  but  we 
are  not  willing  to  enlarge  ;  yet  we  may  fay, 
he  was  an  honeff  Man,  a  good  Friend  and 
Neighbour,  a  loving  Hufband,  a  kind  Father, 
and  one  who  was  very  helpful,  both  to  poor 
Friends  and  others  who  were  in  want. 

He  took  his  lad  Ilnefs  coming  from  the 
Third  Month’s  Half-year’s  Meeting  in  Dublin , 
and  was  only  in  one  Meeting  afterwards. 
And  though  his  Pain  at  times  was  violent,  he 
enaured  it  with  much  Patience  and  Refignation 
of  Mind,  and  quietly  departed  this  Life  the 
20th  Day  of  the  Fourth  Month  1736. 

Aged  about  Seventy  four.  A  Minider  about 

Six  Years. 
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cTejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Nottingham,  concerning  Joseph  Moseley. 

a  .  «  f  .  f  >■'*  »•  i  f 

'E  was  born  at  Appleby,  in  the  County  of 
u  m  Derby,  in  the  Year  \bjj,  and  wa.> 
educated  in  the  Way  of  the  Church  of  England . 
About  the  Twenty  third  Year  of  his  Age,  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  fo  to  influence  his  Undemand¬ 
ing,  as  to  fhew  him  his  undone  State  by 
Nature  ;  and  he  was  fo  wrought  upon,  that 
from  that  Time  he  was  defirous  of  lerving  the 
Lord  in  Newnefs  of  Life.  A  little  aftei,  he 
joined  himlelf  to  thofe  People  called  Prejby- 
terians  ;  but  not  finding  that  Pearl  of  great 
Price,  which  his  Soul  longed  for,  he  retired 
from  them,  not  joining  with  any  Profeffion. 
until,  about  the  Year  1707,  and  the  Thirtieth 
Year  of  his  Age,  when  he  was  convinced  of 
the  bleffed  Truth,  at  a  Meeting  at  Hart' Ml 
in  Warwick  (hire. 

About  two  Years  after  his  Convincement,  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  call  him  to  the  Work  of 
the  Miniftry  ;  in  which  he  was  a  faithful  and 
ferviceable  Labourer,  to  the  comforting  and 
refrefhing  of  the  Honeft-hearted.  He  was  not 
only  of  lingular  Service  in  publick  Miniftry, 
but  likewife  in  private  Converfation,  generally 
giving  good  and  whollome  Advice  to  thofe. 

who  flood  in  need  of  it.  He  was  naturally  of 
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a  fvveet  and  chearful  Difpofition,  yet  innocent  •, 
which  made  him  acceptable  to  mod  Sorts  of 
People.  He  lived  at  Appleby,  the  Place  of  his 
Nativity,  until  the  Year  1736,  and  then  found 
Freedom  to  come  to  live  at  Nottingham  :  And 
as  he  was  of  great  Benefit  to  the  Meetings  to 
which  he  belonged,  when  he  lived  at  Appleb", 
fo  was  he  of  like  Service  whilft  he  lived 
amongd  us,  which  though  but  a  fhort  time, 

yet  we  can  truly  fay,  we  have  a  great  Lois 
of  him. 

His  laid  line  Is,  which  was  a  Fever ,  he  bore 
with  much  Patience,  being  totally  refigned  to 
the  Will  of  the  Almighty.  On  the  Day  of  his 
Death,  being  the  Firfl-day  of  the  Week, 
feveral  Friends  being  prefent,  he  appeared  iij 
i  eftimony,  w'hich  tendered  them  very  much. 
About  half  an  Hour  before  his  Departure,  he 
prayed  earneflly  to  the  Lord,  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  until  near  his  Diflolution,  and 
went  away  like  a  Lamb,  being  the  18th  of 
the  Eighth  Month  1736.  In  the  Fifty  ninth 
1  ear  of  his  Age.  A  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel 
about  7\venty  leven  Years. 
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A  Teflimony  from  ties  Mens- meet i ng  of  Briftol, 
concerning  Alexander  Arscott. 

~|'  T  having  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to 
1  remove  from  us  our  worthy  and  valuable 
Friend  Alexander  Arfcott,  we  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  Teftimony  to  give  concerning  him. 

His  Life  and  Converfation  was  agreeable  to 
the  holy  Principle  he  made  Profeffion  of  ;  his 
Miniftry  gave  Evidence  of  its  Purity,  being 
accompanied  with  divine  Wifdom,  Power  and 
Life  :  And  we  hope  thofe  Writings  he  has 
left,  will  prove  ferviceable  to  many,  both  in 
the  prefent  and  fucceeding  Generations. 

His  Delight  was  in  doing  Good  to  all  Men, 
and  in  a  particular  and  efpecial  manner,  he 
was  careful  to  promote  Love  and  Unity 
amongft  thofe  in  Profeffion  with  us.  Much  of 
his  Time  was  fpent  in  ferving  his  Friends  and 
Neighbours,  of  which  the  Widow  and  the 
Fatherlefs,  and  fuch  as  laboured  under  Diffi¬ 
culties  in  Body  or  Mind,  had  a  large  Share  ; 
and  to  thofe  who  wanted  Food  or  Raiment, 
he  not  only  generoufly  contributed  himfelf, 
but  encouraged  others  to  do  the  fame. 

His  Labour  was  accompanied  with  tender 
Love  and  clofe  Sympathy,  with  the  Sick  and 
Difconfolate,  which  frequently  had  the  defired 
Effed,  in  relieving  the  Affiided.  He  was 
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often  applied  to  by  many  labouring  under 
Difficulties,  to  whom  he  had  been  a  true 
Friend  in  time  of  Need. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  30th  of  the  Firft 
Month  1737,  in  the  Sixty  firft  Year  of  his 
Age  ;  whofe  Memory  remains  with  a  good 
Savour  to  thole  who  were  acquainted  with 
him. 


A  ‘ Tejiimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Settle-,  in  the  County  of  York,  concerning 
John  Batterseie. 

1.*  •  ••  Jm>  /-•>>  i>  lUiijfj  .  »>*  • 

OU  R  dear  and  antient  Friend,  John 
Batter jbie,  of  Lower  Aegden ,  in  the  Parilh 
of  Gijburne  and  County  of  lork,  was  born,  fo 
far  as  can  be  gathered  from  the  belt  Account, 
in  the  Year  1652,  and  was  by  his  Parents 
educated  in  the  Way  of  the  Church  of  England 
they  being  of  that  Profeffion ;  and  very  zealous 
in  that  Way,  for  a  time,  until  fome  Doubts 
arofe  in  his  Mind,  whether  it  was  agreeable  to 
the  Doctrines  and  Precepts  laid  down  in  the  holy 
Scriptures  :  And  being  more  and  more  led  to 
confider  thereof,  grew  uneafy  with  the  Pro¬ 
feffion  he  was  in.  He  read  much,  and  was 
very  defirous  to  find  out  what  he  chiefly 
wanted,  viz.  inward  Peace  ;  which  he  con¬ 
tinuing  to  feek  after,  went  to  a  Meeting  of  the 
People  called  Quakers-,  although  he  had  enter¬ 
tained 


\ 


Publick  Friends  deceafed.  103 

tained  a  very  mean  Opinion  of  that  People, 
and  taken  them  for  an  ignorant,  new  Sett  ; 
and  like  the  Se£t  of  the  Nazareens,  fpoken 
againft  evfcry  where,  Adis  xxviii.  22.  Alexander 
Parker  was  at  that  Meeting,  and  his  Tefli- 
mony  was  very  much  to  his  Condition  ;  which 
made  him  wonder  how  it  could  be  fo,  feeing 
he  had  no  outward  Knowledge  of  the  State 
that  he  was  in  :  By  which  faid  Teftimony  he 
was  fo  reached  and  broken,  as  he  never  had 
been  by  the  Miniftry  of  any  Man. 

Soon  after,  he  came  to  be  throughly  con¬ 
vinced,  which  was  in  the  Years  1682  or  1683, 
being  near  the  Thirty  firft  Year  of  his  Age  ; 
and  in  about  a  Year  after,  his  Mouth  was 
opened  in  a  publick  Teftimony,  in  which  he 
grew  ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  he  became  a 
very  able  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 

At  a  certain  Time,  he  had  a  Neceffity  upon 
him  to  go  into  the  Steeple-houfe  which  he  had 
before  frequented  ;  and  going  quietly  towards 
the  Place  where  he  ufed  to  fit,  having  his  Hat 
on,  the  Prieft  of  the  Place,  whofe  Name  was 
John  Miers ,  being  preaching  when  he  went 
in,  left  off,  and,  with  a  loud  Voice,  bid  Take 
>  that  Fellow  away  \  but  none  being  forward  to 
do  it,  he  called  a  fecond  and  a  third  time, 
Take  that  Fellow  away.  In  the  Interim  our 
Friend  fpake  as  followeth  :  John,  if  thou  haft 
a  divine  CommiJJion  to  preach,  go  on,  I  do  not 
interrupt  thee.  At  length  fome  who  were  there 
did  take  him  away.  And  although  he  neither 
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molefted  the  Prieft,  nor  the  Congregation,  more 
than  is  aforefaid,  yet  notwithftanding,  the 
Prieft  profecuted  him,  and  ufed  Means  to  get 
him  imprisoned  ;  and  accordingly  lie  was  had 
to  York  Caftle,  where  he  continued  upwards 
of  two  Years,  Save  that  he  had  Liberty  to  go 
home  at  times.  The  Laid  Prieft  was  fo  mali¬ 
cious  and  inveterate,  that  he  appeared  at  the 
Afilze,  and  endeavoured  to  incenfe  the  Judge 
againft  him  ;  which  the  Judge  obferving,  re¬ 
buked  the  Prieft,  afking  him,  Jj  he  would  have 
the  Mans  Life  ? 

Alter  he  was  releafed  from  his  Imprison¬ 
ment,  he  laboured  much  in  the  Work  of  the 
Miniftry,  in  the  Meeeting  to  which  he  be¬ 
longed,  and  Parts  adjacent  ;  his  Teftimony 
being  large,  plain  and  convincing,  he  often 
had  good  Service  on  publick  Occafions,  viz. 
Marriages,  Burials,  and  alfo  at  fuch  Meetings 
as  were  appointed  for  the  fake  of  other  People, 
where  Meetings  were  not  commonly  held  : 
His  Miniftry  being  acceptable  to  them,  forne 
were  thereby  convinced  of  the  Truth  he  bore 
Teftimony  to,  and  came  to  make  publick 
Profeft  ion  thereof. 

He  was  very  induftrious  in  his  outward  • 
Calling  and  Bufinefs,  being  Hnjbandry  ;  fo  that, 
although  he  had  a  Wife  and  eleven  Children, 
who  all  lived  tiil  they  came  to  Men  and 

J 

Women’s  Eftate,  beiides  iome  who  died  in 
their  Infancy,  and  had  no  great  Subftance  to 
begin  the  World  with,  yet  notwitbftandir.g, 
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be  lived  very  reputably,  being  always  careful 
to  make  due  and  punctual  Payments  of  what 
Money  he  owed  on  any  Account. 

He  had  a  watchful  Eye  over  his  Children 
for  their  Good,  and  fpared  not  to  rebuke  and 
corred  them,  when  he  faw  a  Necellicy  for  it  ; 
and  we  believe  his  Care  on  that  Account  was 
not  in  vain  ;  they,  mo  ft  of  them,  having  been 
orderly  in  their  Conduit  hitherto.  lie  was 
likewife  a  fharp  Reprover  of  iuch,  as  by  their 
loofe  Conduit  gave  Gccafion  for  the  Truth  to 
be  evil  fpoken  of ;  being  moved  thereto  by  a 
godly  and  Chrijiian  Zeal  for  the  Honour  of  ir, 
and  the  Welfare  of  their  Souls  :  But  was 
always  very  tender  towards,  and  ready  to 
encourage,  the  Well-min  ded. 

He  was  a  very  conftant  Attender  of  Meet¬ 
ings  on  Fir  ft  -  day  and  other  Days;  not 
omitting  any,  except  Indifpofition  or  extraor¬ 
dinary  Affairs  hindered.  Some  Years  before 
he  died,  his  Bodily  Strength  was  much  de¬ 
cayed,  fo  that  he  was  incapable  of  going  to 
any  neighbouring  Meetings ;  but  he  conftantly 
attended  their  own  ;  and,  as  it  had  always 
been  his  Praitice,  was  careful  to  obferve  the 
Hour  appointed  ;  in  which,  when  he  appear¬ 
ed,  it  was  in  great  Zeal  and  Fervency  of  Spirit, 
earneftlv  preffing  Friends  to  a  diligent  Waiting 
upon  the  Lord ,  as  a  Means  whereby  they  might 
come  to  know  their  Strength  renewed ,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  live  to  his  Honour  :  The 
Honour  of  God,  and  his  own  Peace,  having 

been 
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been  that  which  above  all  Things  was  moft 
dear  to  him,  .  as  appears  by  the  following  Ex- 
preffions  of  his  to  a  Friend,  at  a  certain  Time  ; 
//,  faid  he,  hath  always  been  my  Care ,  to  keep 
my.  Peace  with  the  Lord.  And  the  lame  Friend 
being  with  him  a  few  Weeks  before  he  died 
he  fpoke  to  him  as  followeth  :  1  defire  to  be 
dijjolved  ;  1  have  no  Guilt  upon  my  Mind-,  I  fee 
nothing  in  my  Way  ;  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  J 
When  he  grew  fo  weak  of  Body,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  keep  his  Room,  he  delired,  that 
the  Meeting  might  be  kept  there ,  that  he  mirbt 
have  the  Benept  of  Friends  Company  :  By  which 
it  appears,  that  his  Love  to  Truth  and  Friends 
was  lervent  to  the  laft  ;  and  wherein  we 
ftedfaftly  believe  he  finifhed  his  Days,  and 
is .  entered  into  that  Reft  prepared  for  the 
Righteous. 

We  conclude  our  Teftimony,  concerning 
this  out  decealed  Friend,  with  the  following 
fummary  Account:  He  was  a  loving Hufoand, 
a  tender  Father,  a  peaceable  Neighbour  and* 
a  good  Chriflian. 

He  died  the  ift  of  the  Tenth  Month  1737, 
Aged  Eighty  four  Years  and  two  Months.  A 
Minifter  upwards  of  Fifty  two  Years. 
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A  \ Teflimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting .  oj 
Birmingham  in  the  County  of  Warwick, 

sD 

concerning  Samuel  Overton. 


AMUEL  OVERTON,  late  of  Grovefield, 
v  ia  the  Pari  In  of  Hampton  Lucy ,  in  the 
County  of  Warwick,  was  born  in  the  Parifh  of 
Lachbrook  in  the  laid  County,  the  14th  of  the 
Seventh  Month  1668,  and  was  educated  in  the 
Way  of  Truth  as  profeffed  by  us. 

In  his  Youth,  for  foroe  Years,  he  was  much 
inured  to  Labour,  and  very  helpful  in  the 
Management  of  his  Father’s  Affairs,  being  his 

eldeft  Son. 

About  the  Year  1695  he  entered  into  a 
married  State,  and  engaged  in  Bufinefs  for 
himfelf ;  yet  ftill  continued  a  filial  Affedtion 
and  dutiful  Care  towards  his  Parents,  and  was 
a  great  Afiiftant  to  them  and  their  Family  : 
Being  endued  with  a  comprehenfive  natural  • 
Capacity,  he  exerted  himfelf  in  an  induftrious 
and  prudent  Management  of  his  temporal 
Affairs ;  in  which,  through  the  divine  Bleifing 
attending  his  honeft  and  fkilful  Endeavours, 
he  was  favoured  with  a  comfortable  Subfiftance 
on  a  Farm,  where  his  honeft  Parents  had 
laboured  under  very  great  Difficulties  ;  for  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  blefs  him  in  the  Bafket 
and  in  the  Store.  He  had  feyeial  Children 

who 


1 


io8  Testimonies  concerning 

o 

who  dita  in  theii  Minority,  beftdes  feven  who 

iurvived,  whom  he  gave  confiderably  to  and 

law  them  well  fettled  ;  yet  notwithftanding 

that,  and  his  many  Labours  and  Travels  in 

the  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  in  which  he  fpent 

much  Time,  he  died  in  plentiful  Circum- 
itances. 

In  his  Youth  he  received  a  Vifitation  from 
on  high  ;  to  which  being  faithful,  about  the 
Year  1694  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  commit 
unto  him  a  Difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel  to 
preach,  wneiein  he  faithfully  laboured  until 
Weaknefs  of  Body  prevented  him,  which  was 
I^tit  ^eiy  ihori  time  Detore  his  Death. 

.  In  the  Courfe  of  his  Miniftry  he  leveral 
times  viftted  the  Meetings  of  '  Friends  in 
many  Counties  in  England,  particularly  in  the 
Weftern  Parts  thereof,  and '  foipeiimes  in 
Wales ;  ancl  for  many  Fears  attended  the 
Yeapl} -meeting  at  London.  And  his  Mind  be¬ 
ing  freely  devoted  to  difcharge  his  Duty,  he 
often  appointed  Meetings  for" the  Information 
and  Benefit  of  thofe  of  other  Perfvvafions. 

He  was  very  ferviceable  in  attending  Mar¬ 
riages  and  Burials  amongft  Friends,  both  in 
the  County  wherein  he  refided,  and  thofe 
adjacent.  lie  had  an  excellent  Gift  in  tire 
Miniftry,  and  his  Labours  therein  were  <rene- 
rally  very  acceptable,  he  being  found  in  Doc¬ 
trine,  and  mighty  in  the  Scriptures. 

He  was  like  wile  very  ferviceable  in  Meetings 

Dilcipline,  being  one  of  the  firft  who  was 

concerned 
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concerned  in  fettling  of  them  in  tnofe  Pints, 
which  he  alio  diligently  attended,  and  was  of 
a  found  Jugdment  and  fteady  Deportment, 
often  adviflng  Friends  to  keep  cool  in  their 
Minds,  and  to  fpcak  from  a  Safe  of  Truth. 
He  was  alio  a  Pattern  of  Meeknefs  and 
Brotherly  Condefcention. 

He  was  a  loving  and  affectionate  Hufband, 
a  tender  Father,  a  kind  and  liberal  Mailer,  a 
true  and  faithful  Friend,  a  generous  and  good 
Neighbour,  particularly  to  the  Poor  and  Af¬ 
flicted.  His  Houfe  and  Heart  were  always 
open  to  entertain  his  Friends,  efpecially  thofe 
who  were  Strangers.  Pie  was  often  made  ufe 
of  as  an  Arbitrator,  to  compofe  Differences 
amongft  our  own  Society  and  others,  in  which 
Office  he  was  very  fuccefsful. 

He  did  not  only,  in  Doctrine,  zealoufly  and 
repeatedly  recommend  a  holy  and  circumfpect 
Life  and  Deportment,  but  was  a  lively  Pattern 
and  Example  thereof,  in  his  own  Converfaiion 
and  Conduct. 

Pie  had  a  lingring  Ilnefs  for  feveral  Months, 
which  he  bore  with  Chriftian  Patience  ;  and, 
as  often  as  the  Intermiffion  of  his  Diflemper 
would  admit,  he  was  very  diligent  in  attending 
Meetings,  wherein  he  very  devoutly  exercifed 
his  Gift,  and  was  fupported  and  carried 
through,  in  the  Difcharge  thereof,  beyond 
what  could  in  the  Eye  of  Reafon  be  expected, 
being  freely  given  up  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for 
the  Service  of  Truth  ■,  and  even  at  the  laffc 
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Meeting  he  had  amongft  Friends  at  Warwick, 
which  was  the  fame  Week  he  died,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Infirmities  of  his  Body,  he  was 
deeply  and  excellently  concerned  in  Tefti- 
mony  ;  and,  as  if  fenfible  of  his  approaching 
Death,  and  the  Lois  which  the  Church  was 
likely  to  luffain  by  his  Removal,  (which  indeed 
is  very  great)  he  very  fervently  in  Prayer 
bef ought  the  Lord  of  the  Harvefi ,  that  out  of  his 
abundant  Goodnejs ,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  raife 
up  and  fend  more  faithful  Labourers  thereinto 
which  was  very  affedting  and  Heart-tendering 
to  feveral  then  prefent  :  And  we  earneftly 
defire,  that  his  ardent  Prayer  mav  be  anfwered, 
and  tnat  it  may  pleafe  the  Divine  Being,  to  pour 
forth,  upon  the  riling  Generation,  a  double 
Portion  of  that  Spirit  which  fo  eminently 
attended  many  of  our  worthy  Friends,  who 
are  gone  to  Reft  and  Peace  ;  of  which  Number 
we  doubt  not  but  this  our  worthy  Friend  was 
one,  for  we  believe  he  lived  and  died  a  faithful 
Servant  of  Chrift  and  his  Church. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  23d  of  the  Seventh 
Month  1737,  and  was  honourably  buried  in 
Friends  Burying  Ground  in  Warwick  the  27th 
of  the  fame,  being  attended  by  a  great  Number 
of  Friends  and  Neighbours,  and  generally 
lamented  by  all  Sorts  of  People. 

Aged  Sixty  nine,  a  Minifter  about  Forty 
eight  Years, 
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A  1 tejlimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Birmingham,  concerning  Jonathan  Freeth. 

HE  was  born  at  Smithwick,  in  the  Parifh 
of  Harboone ,  in  the  County  of  Stafford, 
upon  the  20th  of  the  Tenth  Month  166  r, 
defcenaed  of  honefl  Parents.  And  as  he  grew 
in  Years,  was  religioufly  inclined,  and  dili¬ 
gently  attended  the  Meeting  he  belonged  to, 
to  wit,  Birmingham,  two  Miles  from  his  Habi¬ 
tation,  even  in  the  Times  of  Perfecution,  when 
the  Door  of  Friends  Meeting-houfe  was  fome- 
times  (hut  up,  and  they  obliged  to  meet  in  the 
Highways. 

He  entered  into  a  married  State  in  the  Year 
1686,  and  about  four  Years  after,  removed 
with  his  Family  to  Birmingham  ;  and,  in  the 
Year  1695,  was  concerned  to  bear  a  publick 
Teftimony  to  the  Truth. 

He  was  found  in  his  Dodtrine,  and  often 
advifed  Friends  to  love  and  fear  the  Lord  ;  and 
was  a  Man  very  thankful  to  God  for  his 
Goodnefs  and  Mercy,  which  was  to  him  ex¬ 
tended  divers  ways.  And  though  he  did  not 
travel  much,  efpecially  of  late  Years,  yet  he 
was  very  ferviceable  in  his  own  Meeting,  his 
Teftimony  being  generally  well  accepted 
amongft  Friends  ;  and  he  was  very  diligent  in 
attending  Week-day  Meetings.  In  his  Life 

and 


1X2  1  £ST  i  mon  i  e  s  concerning 

and  Convention  he  was  an  Ornament  to  his 
Pi ofeffion,  being  an  Example  of  Piety  and 
Virtue,  worthy  of  Imitation  ;  plain  and  felf- 
denying  ;  temperate,  if  not  abftemious ;  pru¬ 
dent  and  wife  in  his  Condud,  juft  in  his 
Dealings,  of  good  Report  amongft  Men,  and 
beloved  by  F riends  and  others.  His  Difpofltion 
was  quiet,  peaceable  and  eafy  ;  in  Evennefs  of 
Temper  beyond  many  ;  not  exalted  in  Profpe- 
rity,  nor  dejeded  in  Adverfity.  He  was  a 
Lover  of  Peace  and  Unity  in  the  Church,  and 
was  often  qualified  to  advife  in  the  Affairs  of 
Truth,  and  was  ready  to  entertain  Strangers. 

He  was  a  faithful  Friend,  a  tender  Hu  (band, 
a  loving  Father,  concerned  for  the  good  Edu¬ 
cation  of  his  Children  in  the  Way  of  Truth 
and  Sobriety  ;  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
that  his  Endeavours,  through  the  divine  BleflY 
ing,  had  a  good  Effed,  fome  of  his  Sons 
having  received  a  Gift  in  the  Miniftry. 

Fie  died  in  a  good  old  Age,  like  a  Shock  of 
Corn  gathered  in  due  Seafon,  after  a  fhort 
Ilnefs  of  about  thirty  feven  Hours,  on  the  25th 
of  the  Eleventh  Month  1738,  and  we  doubt 
not  hath  finifhed  his  Courfe  with  Joy,  and  is 
entered  into  everlafting  Reft. 

Aged  Seventy  feven,  a  Minifter  about  Forty 
three  Years. 
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A  Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Wigton  in  the  County  oj  Cumberland,  con¬ 
cerning  Joseph  Atkinson. 

OU  R  dear  and  worthy  Friend  was  born 
at  Majlhorn ,  in  the  Parifh  of  Stapleton , 
and  County  of  Cumberland.  His  Parents  were 
efteemed  very  honeft  Friends  ;  but  they  both 
dying,  left  feveral  of  their  Children  very 
young  ;  and  this  our  worthy  Friend,  being  the 
youngeft,  was  taken  into  the  Family  of  an 
Unkle,  who  was  a  Member  of  the  Church  of 
England ,  and  there  remained  a  pretty  many 
Years,  till  he  was  nearly  arrived  to  mature 
Age;  and,  being  religioufly  inclined,  had  it 
in  his  Mind  to  come  to  the  Meeting  of 
Friends,  with  whom  his  Parents  had  been  in 
Communion.  Fie  was  fully  convinced  and 
fatisfied,  and  never  again  went  to  the  national 
Worfhip,  but  continued  to  frequent  the  Meet¬ 
ings  of  Friends  very  diligently  ;  and  as  he  gave 
Attention  to  that  holy  Principle  to  which  he 
was  dire&ed,  and  in  which  he  lived,  he,  after 
fome  Years,  received  a  Gift  in  the  Miniftry, 
and  knew  a  gradual  Growth  therein  ;  often 
appearing  in  the  Power  and  Demonftration  of 
the  Spirit,  his  Teftimony  being  attended  with 
a  holy  Warmth  and  living  Zeal,  full  of  Inno¬ 
cence,  Love  and  Sweetnefs,  which  tended  to 
the  Comfort  and  Edification  of  the  Church. 

I  And 
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And  although  he  travelled  not  very  much, 

yet  he  vifited  pretty  many  Meetings  at  fundry 

times,  within  this  Nation  and  North  Britain  ; 

and  we  doubt  not  but  his  zealous  and  faithful 

Teftimony  had  a  good  Service  abroad,  as  well 
as  at  home. 

His  Life  and  Converfation  was  very  regular, 
coupled  with  the  Fear  of  God  ;  and  in  all  his 
Dealings  he  had  a  tender  Regard  to  the  Tefti¬ 
mony  ;  and,  being  pretty  much  concerned  in 
Trading  and  IVIerchandize,  was  very  careful 

to  afk  the  Counfel  of  his  Friends,  and  to 
embrace  it. 

He  was  of  a  chearful  Countenance,  a  free 
and  unaffeded  Behaviour,  and  a  courteous  Dif- 
pofition,  which  made  his  Company  defirable, 
being  tempered  with  a  religious  Gravity.  In 
fhort,  he  was  a  loving  Hufband,  an  affedtionate 
Father,  a  real  Friend,  and  peaceable  Neigh¬ 
bour.  And  notwithftanding  he  met  with  many 
heavy  Exercifes,  and  deep  Afflidions  in  the 
Courfe  of  his  Pilgrimage  through  the  World, 
yet  he  bore  all  with  a  remarkable  Courage, 
Meeknefs  and  Chri/tian  Patience  ;  being  fup- 
ported,  no  doubt,  by  an  invifible  Hand,  upon 
wnich  he  fecretly  leaned,  and  to  whofe  divine 
Protection  he  was  entirely  refigned. 

About  the  Sixty  fifth  Year  of  his  Age, 
having  been  a  Minifter  Thirty  eight  Years, 
after  a  fhort  Ilnefs,  having  fought  the  good 
tight  of  Faith,  he  finifhed  his  Courfe,  at  his 
Houle  belonging  to  Righead  in  Kirklinton ,  in 

a  fweet 


PuBlick  Friends  deceafed .  115 

a  fweet  Frame  of  Mind,  as  appeared  by  the 
tender,  fervent  and  warm  Expreffions  that 
dropped  from  him  in  the  time  of  his  Sioknefs  : 
And  being  paffed  from  Works  to  Rewards,  we 
firmly  believe,  through  the  iVIercy  or  God  in. 
Jefus  Chrift,  he  is  entered  into  Reft. 

He  was  buried  at  Friends  Burial  Place  at 
Hetherfide ,  the  12th  of  the  Fifth  Mondw^B, 
his  Corps  being  accompanied  by  many  Friends 
and  others  ;  and  living  and  powerful  Tefti- 
monies  were  born,  to  the  Honour  of  tnat  holy 
Arm  and  Power  which  had  raifed  and  lup- 
ported  him  in  all  his  Services,  and  carried  him 
through  his  Afflictions  and  Troubles  ;  and  to 
the  Satisfaction  and  Comfort  of  all,  or  moft, 
who  were  prefent. 


A  ‘Teftimony  jrom  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Birmingham,  concerning  Ann  Scotten. 


OUR  dear  Friend,  Ann  Scotten,  was 
Daughter  of  that  worthy  and  eminent 
Servant  of  the  Lord  in  his  Day,  John  Banks  of 
Cumberland.  And  having  tne  Advantage  of  fb 
oious  an  Example,  as  well  as  Education,  flie 
became  a  fober  virtuous  young  Woman. 

She  was  married  to  Stephen  Scotten ,  of 
Coventry ,  in  the  Year  1700,  and  was  a  loving 
and  faithful  Wife,  a  tender  and  affectionate 
Mother,  a  lincere  Friend.  She  had  a  great 
Love  for  Friends  who  travelled  in  the  Miniftry, 

I  2  and 
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and  her  Heart  and  Houfe  were  always  open  to 
receive  them.  V,  ,  / :  '  '  r  ■ 

She  came  forth  in  the  Miniftry  in  the  Year 
1711,  we  believe,  according  to  the  Will  of 
God.  She  was  a  Woman  of  a  good  natural 
Underftanding,  found  in  Miniftry,  weighty 
and  fervent  in  Prayer,  ftedfaft  in  the  Faith 
and  Dodtrines  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  Ihe  had  experienced  the  Virtue  and 

wer  to  be  her  Comfort  in 
AfHidtion,  and  Support  in  the  Miniftry. 

She  was  often  zealoufly  concerned  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  Jleady  Dependance  upon  him>  in  'whom 
is  Salvation  and  Strength ;  and  though  (he  was 
not  large  in  her  Teftimony,  yet  in  her  Miniftry 
fhe  was  frequently  divinely  favoured,  to  the 
Edification  and  Comfort  of  the  Church. 

She  travelled  in  divers  Counties  in  this  Na¬ 
tion,  in  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  and  her 
Labour  therein  was  acceptable.  She  was  very 
ferviceable  in  our  Womens  Meeting  of  Bufinels, 
was  much  concerned  for  the  Honour  of  God, 
and  the  Peace  and  Concord  of  the  Church. 
She  was  an  Example  of  Piety  to  her  Neigh¬ 
bours  ;  and  it  may  be  truly  laid,  Ihe  adorned 
the  Dodfrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  by  a  fober 
and  godly  Converfation  amongft  them,  by 
whom  Ihe  was  well  refpedted,  and  her  Death 
much  lamented.  • 

In  her  laft  Ilnefs  Ihe  leemed  fully  refigned 
to  the  Will  of  God.  She  often  fpoke  of  the 
Peace  of  Soul  the  enjoyed,  and  laid,  that 
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nothing  flood  in  her  Way.  We  have  no  Reafon 
to  doubt  but  fhe  finifhed  her  Courfe  with  Joy, 

t 

and  is  at  Reft  with  the  Faithful. 

She  quietly  departed  this  Life  the  21ft  of 
the  Tenth  Month  1739,  in  the  Sixty  eighth 
Year  of  her  Age  ;  a  Minifter  about  Twenty 
eight  Years.  1 


A  cIeflimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  cj 
Birmingham,  concerning  John  Hands. 

•t  k 

OU  R  dear  deceafed  Friend,  John  Hands , 
was  born  at  Warwick ,  the  15th  of  the 
Twelfth  Month,  in  the  Year  1656.  His 
Parents,  who  were  of  the  Church  of  England , 
were  honeft  and  zealous  People,  and  had  this 
their  Son,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  their  Children, 
educated  after  the  moft  ftrid  Manner  thereof ; 
but  by  a  Paper  of  his  own  Hand-writing  it 
appears,  that  even  whilft  he  was  very  young, 
he  was  diflatisfied  with  that  Way  of  Worfhip, 
not  finding  thereby  the  Wants  of  his  Soul 
fatisfied,  which  thirfted  after  fomething  more 
fubftantial  than  Externals  could ?  adminifter 
to  it  ;  and  that  nothing  fhort  of  the  Bread 
of  Life  would  relieve  and  fatisfie  him  :  Yet, 
though  he  was  fecretly  convinced,  and  had  this 
Satisfadion  given  him,  That  fuch  of  the  People 
called  Quakers,  who  were  faithful  to  the  Mani- 
fejlation  of  the.  Spirit  of  God  in  their  own 

I  3  Hearts ? 
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Hearts,  were  the  People  of  the  Lord ,  he  did 
not  for  many  Years  after  join  in  Society 
with  them. 

But  about  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1677, 
he  being  at  the  Congregation  he  aflembled 
with,  in  their  publick  Place  of  Worfhip,  and 
attempting  to  join  them  in  finging  Pfalms,  the 
Lord  fmote  him  for  the  fame  ;  and  then  and 
there,  under  great  Sorrow  for  his  former  Un- 
faithfulnefs,  he  came  to  a  Relolution,  through 
the  Lord’s  Affiflance,  never  more  to  join  with 
them  in  their  Worfhip.  So  the  Lord ,  fays  he 
in  the  Paper  above  mentioned,  brought  me  out 
from  amongft  them  by  his  divine  Power.  From 
which  time  he  became  a  zealous  and  conftant 
Frequenter  of  Friends  Meetings,  was  a  good 
Example  in  ftridly  keeping  to  the  Time 
appointed,  and  watching  diligently  againft 
Dulnefs  and  an  unconcerned  Spirit  therein  : 

/  i  ' 

and  fo  continued  until  old  Age  and  Infirmities 
rendered  him  uncapable  to  attend  them. 

In  the  fame  Year  that  he  joined  in  Society 
with  Friends,  he  received  a  Gift  in  the 
Miniftry,  in  which  he  faithfully  laboured. 
He  vilited  Meetings  in  this,  and  feveral  adja¬ 
cent  Counties,  in  which  his  Service  was  very 
acceptable,  his  Miniftry  being  not  in  the 
enticing  Words  of  Man’s  Wifdom,  but  in 
Demonilration  of  the  Spirit,  and  alfo  holding 
faff  the  Form  of  found  Words.  He  was  not 
often  very  large  in  Teftimony,  but  powerful 
and  affedting  ;  and  his  Converfation  adorned 
•  the 
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the  Dodtrine  of  God  our  Saviour ;  for  which 
he  was  generally  efteemed  among!!'  t 1  ienos, 
and  of  a  good  Report  among!!  all  Sorts  of 
People. 

A  Year  or  mote  before  his  Death,  he  was, 
through  Weaknefs  of  Body,  frequently  con¬ 
fined  at  home  ;  yet  feemed  much  pleafed  with 
the  Vifits  of  Friends.  When  very  weak  in 
Body,  he  fignified,  he  was  not  afraid  to  die, 
the  Sting  of^Death  being  taken  away.  Weaknefs 
and  the  Decays’  of  Nature,  through  Age,_ 
gradually  increafed  upon  him  till  the  28  th  of 
the  Tenth  Month  1739,  when  he  departed 
this  Life  in  great  Peace  with  God,  we  doubt 
not,  and  in  the  Love  and  Unity  of  Friends. 

Aged  near  Eighty  three,  a  Minifter  about 
Sixty  two  Years. 


A  Tejlimony  from  the  Quarterly-meeting  at 
Collumpton  in  Devonshire,  concerning 
Margery  Peters. 

OUR  antient  and  worthy  Friend,  Margery 
Peters,  departed  this  Life  the  18th  of 
the  Second  Month  1739,  about  the  Ninety 
fecond  Year  of  her  Age.  She  was  the  Widow 
of  John  Peters  in  Cornwall ;  they  were  both, 
a  few  Years  after  their  Marriage,  convinced  of 
Truth  in  one  Day,  and  likewife,  a  fhort  time 
after,  received  the  Gift  of  the  Miniftry  ;  in 
which  fhe  was  frequently  exercifed,  to  the 

14  Edification 
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Edification  of  many.  She  was  remarkably 
modeft  in  her  Deportment,  of  a  courteous  and 
obliging  Behaviour,  and  of  exemplary  Piety, 
Eveet  and  chearful  in  her  Converfation,  very 
infrrudtive,  and  on  that  Account,  equally  enter¬ 
taining  and  .profitable  ;  which  added  a  Luftre 

to  her  Miniftry,  and  made  it  more  extenfively 
ferviceable. 

She  was  tender  and  companionate  to  all, 
doing  good  and  communicating,  according  to 
the  Ability  which  God  had  given  her  ;  a 
Pattern  of  Meeknefs  and  Humility,  and  fo  far 
from  Self-exaltation,  that  fhe  was  much  in  the 
Pra&ice  of  preferring  others  to  herfelf ;  of  fo 
grateful  a  Difpolition,  as  if  fhe  thought,  when 
the  leaft  Kindnefs  was  fhewn  her,  fhe  could 
not  difeharge  the  Obligation. 

During  her  Life,  fhe  was  generally  beloved 
by  fuch  as  were  acquainted  with  her  ;  and 
notwithflanding  her  great  Age,  fhe  retained 
her  Memory  and  Underftanding  to  the  laft, 
often  expreffing  her  great  Love  to  Truth  and 
the  Friends  of  it  ;  and,  but  a  few  Days 
before  her  DifTolution,  fhe  expreffed  herfelf  to 
a  Friend  who  vifited  her,  to  this  Effedt  :  That 
Jhe  ’would  have  him  remember  her  Love  to  all 
Friends ,  and  tell  them ,  that  fhe  had  but  a  few 
Days  to  live  ;  but  that  fhe  fmild  die  in  Peace 
•with  God}  and  with  all  Men, 


/I  I  / 
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A  Tejlimony  from  the  National  Half-years 
Meeting  in  Dublin,,  concerning  Jane  Gee. 


SH  E  was  defcended  from  honeft  Parents, 
and  religioufly  inclined  in  her  young 
Years  ;  of  a  free  and  affable  Difpofition, 
courteous  and  folid  Deportment,  and  often 
expreffed  the  Satisfadion  fhe  had  in  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  Converfation  of  honeft  Friends. 

In  the  Year  1714,  flie  joined  in  Maniage 
with  our  Friend  John  Gee  was  a  tender  and 
affedionate  Wife,  charitable  to  the  Poor,  and 
by  her  prudent  and  religious  Condud  gained  a 

good  Report. 

In  or  about  the  Year  1721,  fhe  received  a 
Gift  of  the  Miniftry,  which,  through  the  Crofs, 
fhe  gave  up  to ;  having  firft  known,  in  a  good 
meafure,  the  Work  and  Power  of  Truth  in 
her  own  Heart  to  fandify,  fit  and  prepare  her 
for  that  Service  ;  and  having  the  Profperity  of 
Truth  in  view,  fhe  joined  with  Friends  in 
feveral  Services  of  the  Church,  being  gifted 
alfo  for  the  Difcipline  thereof,  particularly  for 
that  of  'rifting  Families  ;  wherein  fhe  was 
well  accepted.  She  frequently  recommended 
inward  Retirement,  to  wait  upon  the  Lord. 

She  was  diligent  in  attending  Meetings 
for  Worfhip,  and,  when  of  Ability,  travelled 

through  divers  Parts  of  this  Nation  in  the 

'  Service 
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Service  of  Truth.  In  the  Year  1729,  having 
a  Concern  to  vifit  the  Meetings  of  Friends  in 
Wales,  and  iome  Parts  of  England,  die  went 
with  the  Concurrence  of  her  Friends  here! 
in  Company  with  her  dear  Friend  and 
Companion  Elizabeth  Wilfon.  They  travelled 
through  Wales ,  and  divers  Parts  of  England ; 
and  on  her  Return  at  Mancbefter,  her  dear 
Companion  was  removed  from  her  by  Death 
which  forrowfully  affe&ed  her  ;  vet  die  pa¬ 
tiently  fubmitted  to  the  Lord’s  Will ;  and  Don 
after  returned  home,  to  the  Comfort  and  Satis¬ 
faction  of  her  Hufband  and  Friends. 

She  afterwards  vifited  mofc  or  all  the  Meet¬ 
ings  of  Friends  in  this  Nation. 

Her  mild  and  innocent  Converfation  and 
Deportment  correlponded  with  the  Dodtrine 
Ihe  pleached,  and  engaged  FriendsLove  greatly, 
Self  being  of  no  Reputation  with  her. 

The  Indifpofition  of  Body,  which  occafioned 
her  Death,  was  of  long  Continuance,  and  at¬ 
tended  with  great  Pains  at  times,  which  die 
bore  patiently,  and  feemed  refigned  to  the  Will 
of  God,  whether  to  live  or  die.  And,  as  die 
drew  near  her  Concludon,  was  frequent  and 
fervent  in  Prayer  and  Praifes  to  the  Lord, 
under  a  Senfe  of  his  gracious  and  merciful 
Dealings  with  her. 

A  little  before  her  Departure,  feveral  Friends 
coming  to  vifit  her,  die  fat  up  in  Bed,  though 
very  weak,  and  in  a  fredi  and  lively  Senfe  of 
divine  Favour,  expreffed  her  Satisfaction  in 

their 
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their  Vifit  ;  and  defired,  'That  the  Lord  might 
be  ^ith  them ,  in  their  Mens  and  Womens  Meet¬ 
ings  ;  and  that  Friends  might  be  carejul  in  the 

Education  of  their  Youth. 

Her  Supplication  was  earned  with  the  Lord, 

that  he  would  be  with  her  in  her  lajl  Moments  \ 
which  was  gracioufly  anfwered,  Ihe  having  a 
Taile  of  the  living  Springs  cl  divine  Goodnels  ; 
and  being  filled  with  heavenly  Joy,  (he  could 
fing  Praifes  to  God,  magnifying  him  for  his 
Mercies,  having  a  full  Allurance  of  hei  Sal¬ 
vation,  faying,  Lord ,  now  come ,  thy  Servant  is 
ready  :  And  fo  concluded  with  heavenly  Ex- 
preflions,  to  the  Admiration  of  thofe  about 
her,  being  fenlible  to  the  laft  ;  and  we  doubt 
not  is  entered  into  that  eternal  Reft  which  is 
prepared  for  the  Righteous. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  28th  of  the  Tenth 

Month  1739. 


A  Feftimony  from  the  National  Half-year’s 
Meeting  of  Mini  ft  ers  and  Elders  in  Dublin, 
concerning  Elizabeth  Jacob. 

OU  R  dear  Friend  and  Sifter  Elizabeth 
Jacob,  deceafed,  was  born  at  Ardee  in 
Ireland ,  of  believing  Parents,  (  'Thomas  and 
Agnes  Head)  and  went  over  into  England r, 
where  fhe  lived  fome  Years.  From  whence 
ftie  returned  to  this  City,  where  (he  went 

through  many  and  deep  Baptifms,  before  Self 

1  •  ‘ "  •'  came 
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came  to  be  fufficiently  abafed,  and  the  made 
willing  to  bear  a  publick  Teftimony  for  her 
Lord  and  Matter,  which  the  did  in  this  City 
as  fome  of  us  well  remember.  3’ 

She  continued  about  feven  Years  amongft  us, 
and  then  joining  in  Marriage  with  our  Friend 
Rtchard  Jacob  of  Limerick ,  removed  thither, 
and  was  of  great  Service  in  that  City  and 
Province,  being  an  able  Minifter  of  the 

Gofpel,  and  well  qualified  for  Difcipline  in 
the  Church. 

She  travelled  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  not 
only  in  this  Nation,  but  feveral  times,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  alfo  in  Holland  ; 
and  many  were  the  Seals  of  that  living  power¬ 
ful  Miniftry  with  which  fhe  was  endowed, 
both  in  this  Nation  and  elfewhere. 

She  had  a  very  clear  and  diftindt  Utterance 
in  her  Minillry,  which  was  attended  with 
great  Reverence  and  Tendernefs,  to  the  reach¬ 
ing  and  tendering  the  Hearts  of  Friends  and 
others ;  fhe  was  fervent  and  weighty  in  Prayer, 
and  had  deep  Concern  for  the  Youth  amongft 
us,  many  of  whom  were  often  much  affedted 
by  her  Miniftry  ;  fo  that  we  may  fay,  fhe  was 
made,  in  the  Lord’s  Hand,  an  Inftrment  of 
much  Good.  And  in  her  late  Years,  although 
often  attended  with  Infirmities  of  Body,  it  was 
her  Delight  to  fee  and  vifit  Friends.  So  long 
as  fhe  was  of  Ability,  fhe  duly  attended  the 
Meeting  fhe  belonged  to,  appearing  lively  in 
her  Gift  to  the  laft. 
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An  AbflraB  of  the  Sfefli, ntony  from  Munfler 
Province  -  meeting  in  Ireland,  concerning 
Charles  Howell. 


HE  was  born  at  Gorey  in  the  County  of 
Wexjord,  in  the  Year  1671,  and  edu¬ 
cated  according  to  the  Manner  of  the  Church 
of  England ;  and,  when  grown  up,  was  put 
Apprentice  to  our  Friend  Nicholas  Lock ,  by 
Trade  a  Sadler  ;  in  which  Time  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  vifit  him  with  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Truth,  which  brought  him  to  fee  the  exceed¬ 
ing  Sinfulnefs  of  Sin  ;  to  deny  himfelf  of  that 
vain  Converfation  to  which  he  was  naturally 
inclined,  and  to  live  a  righteous,  fober  and 
godly  Life. 

He  bore  a  faithful  Teftimony  againft  the 
Payment  of  Tithes,  and  on  that  Account  fuf- 
fered  a  long  and  clofe  Imprifonment,  which 
he  bore  with  Patience  and  Chearfulnefs.  Soon 
after  his  Releafe,  about  the  Year  1695,  it 
pleafed  God  to  bellow  on  him  a  Gift  of  the 
Miniftry,  wherein  he  approved  himfelf  a  faith¬ 
ful  Labourer.  He  travelled  abroad,  not  only 
in  this  Nation,  but  alfo  in  <ome  Parts  of 
England  and  Wales.  His  Miniftry  was  plain, 
found  and  fuitable.  He  was  a  diligent  Attender 
of  Meetings,  both  for  Worlhip  and  Difcipline, 
and  of  an  exemplary  Life  and  Converfation. 

He 
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He  was  taken  ill  the  19th  of  the  Eighth 
Month  ij40,  being  feized  in  a  fudden  and 
violent  Manner,  which  he  bore  with  Patience 
and  Refignation  to  the  Will  of  God  ;  and 
though  his  Pains  were  very  great,  he  faid  It 
was  the  Lord 's  Goodnefs  in  fupporting  him  under 
toe  Jams.  And  when  he  was  afhed,  If  he  would 
have  a  DoBor  ?  he  faid,  He  believed  his  Lime 
was  come,  and  that  his  Dependance  was  not  on 
Doaors,  but  on  the  great  Phyfician  of  Souls  ; 
arid  that  what  he  had  laboured  for  in  his  Life- 

{mie!x  !Jsr  was  now  Soing  to  enjoy.  And  feeing 
his  Wife  and  Children  in  Trouble  about  him 

faid.  Why  do  ye  affliB  yourfelves  fo  ?  Sorrow  not 
for  me  as  without  Hope.  I  have  not  my  Day’s 
W irk  to  do  now  ;  for  though  my  Body  is  full  of 
Pam,  my  Mind  is  eafy.  And  further  faid,  The 
Lord  who  prom  if ed  to  be  an  Hufband  to  the 
Widow,  and  a  Father  to  the  Father lefs,  I  make 

no  douot  will  be  jo  to  you,  if  you  keep  near 
to  him. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  23d  of  the  Eighth 

Month  1740,  we  are  fatisfied,  in  Peace  with 
the  Lord. 

Aged  about  Sixty  nine,  a  Minifter  about 
Forty  four  Years. 


A  Tejlimony 
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A  Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  at 
Woodbridge,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  con¬ 
cerning  Martha  King. 

A  Concern  is  on  our  Spirits,  to  give  the 
following  Teftimony  concerning  this  our 
antient  and  worthy  Friend.  She  was  born  in 
the  Parifh  of  Cha field,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk , 
1645.  She  was  foberly  inclined  in  her  Youth, 
and  when  arrived  to  Woman’s  Eftate,  fhe  was 
favoured  with  the  Viiitation  of  God’s  Love 
unto  her  Soul  ;  and  by  Virtue  thereof,  die 
became  zealouily  concerned  to  get  to  Meet¬ 
ings,  both  on  Fir  ft  and  other  Days  of  the 
Week,  though  fituated  many  Miles  from  her 
Habitation. 

About  the  Thirtieth  Year  of  her  Age,  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  call  her  into  the  Work  of 
the  Miniftry,  wherein  fhe  had  good  Service 
amongft  Friends,  in  the  time  of  Perfecution, 
by  Exhortation  and  Example,  in  going  con- 
ftantly  to  Meetings,  though  {he  often  met  with 
Mockings,  Scoffings,  and  Abufe,  from  the  rude 
People  ;  and  fometimes  was  haled  out  of 
Meetings  and  carried  to  Goal  ;  which  fhe  buf¬ 
fered  with  Patience  and  Cbrijlisn  Courage. 
She  would  frequently  fay,  with  great  Thank¬ 
ful  nefs  to  the  Almighty,  ‘That,  in  the  Midft  of 
all  her  Exercifes  and  Trials,  the  Lord  ivas  her 

Comfort 
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Comfort  and  Support  in  which  Enjoyment  flic 
would  often,  even  in  the  Prifon-houfe,  praife 
the  Lord,  with  rejoicing  of  Soul,  amongft  her 
Friends  in  Confinement.  She  hath  alfo  been 
of  good  Service  amongft  us,  in  her  old  Age, 
both  in  Converfation,  and  in  the  Work  of  the 
Miniftry  j  the  Stream  of  her  Teftimony  being 
attended  with  lively  and  powerful  Exhortations 
unto  all,  but  in  particular  to  the  Youth 
amongft  us. 

She  travelled  in  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry 
through  feveral  Counties  in  England ,  with  a 
very  lolid  and  becoming  Conduit,  fuitable  to 
fuch  a  great  and  weighty  Work  ;  and  with 
like  Service  and  Conduit  fhe  continued 
amongft  us,  even  to  a  good  old  Age.  Though 
the  lived  fome  Miles  from  Meetings,  yet  lhe 
would,  if  poffible,  conftantly  attend  both  Firft 
and  Week-day  Meetings,  till  about  the  Eighty 
fixth  Year  of  her  Age  ;  and  feveral  of  thole 
Years  fhe  travelled  to  Meetings  on  foot,  with 
her  Elulband  Thomas  King ,  a  very  antient  and 
fteady  Friend.  But  Friends  confidering  the 
Difficulties  flie  laboured  under,  thought  proper 
to  remove  her  into  the  Dwelling  belonging 
to  the  Meeting-houfe  at  Woodbridge ,  for  her 
better  Conveniency  in  attending  Meetings.  She 
had  not  lived  there  long,  before  fhe  buried  her 
aged  Hufband,  who  had  been  her  comfortable 
Companion  for  many  Years. 

As  to  her  inward  Condition,  we  have  good 
reafon  to  believe,  in  Concurrence  with  her 

own 
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own  Teftimony,  that  She  dwelt  fo  near  to  the 
Lord  in  Spirit ,  that  foe  often  was  favoured 
with  inward  Peace  of  Soul.  She  lo  me  times  faid, 
to  fuch  as  vifited  her,  That  the  Lord ,  tn  the 
Riches  of  his  Love  and  Mercy ,  was  flill  pleafed 
to  favour  and  blefs  her  with  the  Enjoyment  of 
his  living  and  comfortable  Prefence ,  now  in  her 
old  Age ;  for  which,  the  would  exprefs  fo  much 
Joy  and  Thankfulnefs  to  him,  for  his  conti¬ 
nued  Love  to  her  poor  Soul,  as  Ihewed  her 
Heart  to  be  filled  with  Praifes  to  him,  in  the 
fenfible  Enjoyment  thereof.  And  for  feveral  of 
the  laft  Years  of  her  Life,  when  lame  and 
feeble  as  a  Child,  vet  fhe  would  defire  to  be 
led  into  Meetings  ;  and  was  frequently  enabled 
to  drop  many  innocent  and  comfortable  Ex¬ 
hortations,  to  the  Admiration  of  many.  She 
earneftly  defired,  That  the  Lord  would  be  pleafed 
to  enable  her  to  hold  out  unto  the  good  End  that 
crowns  all.  And  it  may  be  faid  of  her,  that 
fhe  lived  and  died  a  Servant  of  the  Lord  and 
his  People,  and  hath  left  a  good  Savour  be¬ 
hind  her. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  16th  of  the  Third 
Month  1740,  in  the  Ninety  fifth  Year  of  her 
Age. 
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A  Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 

Brighoufe  in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  Aaron 
Atkinson. 


TTTTE  was  born  at  Mafthorn  in  the  Parifh 
JL  X  °f  Stapleton ,  and  County  of  Cumberland , 
about  the  Year  1665.  His  Parents  dying  when 
he  was  young,  the  Care  of  his  Education  was 
committed  to  fome  Relations  who  were  of  the 
Prejbyterian  Profeffion,  among  which  People 
he  walked  till  about  the  Twenty  fecond  Year 
of  his  Age  ;  when  being  at  a  Meeting  at 
Chriftopher  Taylor’s,  at  Hetherfde  in  the  Parifh 
of  Kirklinton,  and  County  aforefaid,  he  was 
there  convinced  of  the  Truth,  by  the  powerful 
Preaching  of  our  late  efteemed  Friend  Chriflo- 
pher  Story ,  and  became  an  eminent  Example 
of  Plainnefs  and  Sobriety. 

He  was  anointed  for,  and  called  to,  the 
Work  of  the  Miniftry  in  his  young  Years,  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner  ;  and  preached 
the  Truth,  not  in  the  Wifdom  of  Man,  but 
the  Power  of  God.  He  had  a  lively  and 


m 


affedting  Teftimony,  and  in  his  Dodtrine  was 
fo  clear,  as  frequently  to  reach  the  Hearts  of 
the  Hearers  fo  etfeduallv,  as  to  convince 
Oppofers. 

As  he  was  duly  qualified  for,  fo  he  was  a 
painful  Labourer  in  the  Work  of  the  Gofpel, 

which 
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which  his  Travels  in  England ,  Scotland  Ire¬ 
land  and  America  plainly  indicate  ;  and  therein 
his  Labours  were  not  ineffectual,  for  many 
were  convinced  by  his  Miniftry ,  and  bioug  t 
not  only  to  a  Confeffion  and  Acknow.edge- 
ment  of  the  Truth,  but  to  fit  under  the  Teach¬ 
ings  of  Chrift  our  Lord,  the  only  Shepherd 

and  Bifhop  of  Souls.  . 

The  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Society 

engaged  his  Attendance  in  Meetings  for  Difci- 
pline,  where  his  Endeavours  to  promote  the 
Peace  and  Profperity  of  the  Churches,  rendered 
him  acceptable.  He  was  generally  prefent  with 
ns,  both  in  Monthly  and  Quarterly-meetings, 
and  often  attended  the  \  early  -  meeting  in 

London. 

During  the  latter  Part  of  his  Life,  he  went 
not  much  abroad,  but  continued,  fa  long  as  by 
any  Means  it  was  poffible,  to  attend  our  Meet¬ 
ings  for  religious  Woifbip,  botn  on  X  lm-days 
and  other  Days  of  the  Week,  and  was  a 
pundtual  Obferver  of  the  Time  appointed  ; 
wherein,  as  well  as  in  ottiei  Lelpcdts,  his 
Example  was  worthy  Imitation. 

His  Decline  was  fo  gradual,  as  fcarcely  to  be 
perceived,  but  at  diftant  Peiiods  ;  aiio  he 
retained  a  lively  Senfe  of  divine  and  heavenly 
Goodnefs  upon  his  Spirit,  which  we  doubt  not 
continued  with  him  to  his  laft  Moments. 

He  died  the  Tenth  of  the  Eighth  Month 
1740,  at  his  own  Houle  in  Leeds. 
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A  Leftimony  from  Brighoufe  Monthly  -  meeting 
in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  Benjamin 
Horn  or. 


THIS  our  dear  and  antient  Friend  was 
born  at  Leeds ,  in  the  County  of  York,  in 
the  Eleventh  Month  1667  5  defcended  from 
religious  Parents,  who,  in  early  Days,  received 
the  bleffed  Truth,  and  bore  a  Part  in  fuffering 
for  the  fame,  whereof  he  alfo  partook  in  his 
Youth  ;  and  being  ftridly  educated  therein, 
he  foon  became  zealous  for  its  noble  Caufe. 

His  Houfe  has  been  always  open  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  travelling  Friends,  where  they  found 
free  and  generous  Entertainment,  which  he 
confcientioufly  communicated  to  them,  as  be¬ 
lieving  it  his  Duty  ;  and  therein  was  heartily 
and  freely  affifted  by  his  Wife  and  Family. 

He  was  a  diligent  Attender  of  our  Meetings 
for  religious  Worlhip,  and,  at  times,  found 
himfelf  engaged  to  bear  a  publick  Teftimony. 
And  as  he  was  ferviceable,  fo  he  was  rarely 
abfent,  for  near  fifty  Years,  from  Monthly  or 
Quarterly-meetings,  for  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Church  ;  and  moftly  attended  the  Yearly- 
Meeting  in  London. 

To  his  Wife  he  was  a  tender  and  affedionate 
Huiband  ;  to  his  Children  a  provident  and 
indulgent  Father  j.  to  his  Servants  a  kind  and 

generous 
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generous  Matter.  In  his  Neighbourhood, 
efpecially  to  the  Poor,  he  was  beneficent  and 
humane ;  to  his  Dependants,  who  were  many, 
he  was  open  and  free  of  Accefs.  In  a  large 
and  extenfive  Trade,  he  ever  appeared  punctual 
and  ftri&ly  honeft.  His  moral  Character  (hone 
with  peculiar  Luftre,  and  remained  unfullied. 

He  had  the  general  Efteem  of  thofe  who 
knew  him,  of  every  Denomination  :  So  forci¬ 
bly  does  the  Principle,  by  which  he  walked, 
recommend  itfelf  to  all  confiderate  Men,  that 
it  would  be  a  Bleffing  to  us,  and  the  Society  in 
general,  did  all  carefully  follow  fo  bright  an 
Example. 

He  lived  to  a  good  old  Age,  retain’d  his 
Capacity  to  the  laft,  left  his  temporal  Affairs 
in  a  fatisfadtory  and  commendable  Order,  and 
died  in  ftridt  Unity  with  Friends,  and,  we 
hope,  in  great  Peace  with  the  Lord,  on  the 
4th  of  the  Tenth  Month  1740.  Aged  near 
Seventy  three  Years. 
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^  T eftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 


Norfolk,  concerning  John  Gurney,  u’/w 
departed  this  Lije  the  i  qih  of  the  Eleventh 


Month  1740. 


E  was  defeended  of  worthy  Parents, 
who  received  the  Truth  in  the  Love  of 


it,  foon  after  the  fuff  Appearance  of  Friends 
in  the  City  of  Norwich .  His  Father  had  no 
frpall  Share  in  Suffering,  for  bearing  Testimony 
to  the  Truth,  in  the  moil  fevere  Perfecutions 
which  Friends  underwent  in  thofe  early  times, 
and  continued  faithful  to  the  End  of  his  Days. 
They  tool;  particular  Care  in  the  religious 
Education  of  all  their  Children,  and  had  the 
Satisfaction  to  find  the  bl tiled  Effects  thereof 
In  moft  of  them.  ■ 

This  our  dear  Friend,  having  feen  through 
the  Follies  and  Vanities  of  Youth,  did  fet  his 
Heart  to  feek  the  Lord,  in  ins  young  and 
tender  Years  ;  and  by  fubmitting  to  the 
Guidance  of  his  holy  Spirit,  he  was  indued 
with  a  good  Underftandirig  in  the  Myfteries 
of  the  Gofpel  ;  and  about  the  Twenty  fecond 
Year  of  his  Age,  his  Mouth  was  opened  in 
the  Affemblies  of  his  Friends,  as  a  Mini/ler, 
much  to  their  Edification  and  Comfort  ;  and 
as  he  advanced  in  Years,  that  excellent  Gift 
was  more  plentifully  bellowed  upon  him. 
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being  an  eloquent  Man,  and  mighty  in  the 
Scriptures  ;  his  Miniftry  having  often  the  De- 
monftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Powei  of  Li  e 
attending  it,  being  delivered  with  much  plam- 
nefs,  and  fo  fuitably  adapted,  as  gene! ally 
reached  the  meaneft  Capacities,  and  anfwered 
to  the  Witnefs  of  God  in  the  Auditors ;  which 
made  him  very  acceptable  to  many,  who  for 
the  mod  part  delighted  to  fit  under  the  fame, 
and  fought  for  Opportunities  fo  to  do  :  Though 
it  may  be  faid,  he  endeavoured  rather  to  be 
hid,  than  to  appear  to  gratify  the  Curious,  or 
only  to  fatisfy  their  itching  Eais,  being  easeful 
in  attending  to  the  immediate  Piefiuies  on  b.s 
own  Mind,  before  he  entered  thereupon  ;  and 
often  gave  way  to  others,  though  pemaps  inte¬ 
rior  to  himfelf  in  many  Refpeds,  which  made 
his  Service  more  available,  and  better  accepted. 

His  Life  and  Convention  well  correfponded 
with  his  Doftrine  ;  he  lived  in  the  Fear  of 
God,  and  was  a  Pattern  of  Sobriety,  Chaftity, 
Moderation  and  Temperance,  as  well  as  of 
other  Chrijlian  Virtues  ;  thereby  adorning  tne 
Gofpel  of  Chrift  :  And  we  think  we^may, 
without  Flattery,  give  this  Teftimony  or  him, 
That  he  was  a  Workman ,  who  needed  not  to  be 
afhamed ,  rightly  dividing  the  Word  of  Truth . . 

He  often  travelled  to  vifit  the  Churches  in 
this  Nation,  and  was  well  received  where  he 
came,  and  many  are  the  Seals  of  that  Virtue 
which  attended  his  Labour  of  Love,  for  the 
Good  of  Souls. 

K  4 
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H^  w'as  a  conftant  Attender  of  our  religious 
Affemblies,  both  on  the  Firft-days  and  other 
Days  in  the  Week,  if  Health  permitted  ;  as 
alfo  thofe  of  Difcipline,  highly  efteeming  the 
good  Order  eftablifhed  in  our  Society,  which 
he  was  wrell  acquainted  with  ;  and  great  Re¬ 
gard  was  paid  to  his  Judgment,  not  only  in 
Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings,  but  alfo  in 
the  Yearly- meeting  at  London. 

He  was  a  great  Lover  and  Fromoter  of 
Peace,  and  was  frequently  inflrumental  in 
healing  many  Wounds  and  Breaches,  which 
have  happened  in  the  Churches.  He  often 
faid,  Lb  at  he  believed  our  Conjlitution,  refpecling 
Difcipline,  was  preferable  to  any  other  now 
fubffing  in  the  World. 

He  was  np  lefs  remarkable  in  civil  Affairs  : 
His  Depth  of  Judgment,  and  Quicknefs  of 
Apprehenfion,  joined  with  a  folid  and  grave 
Deportment,  made  him  confpicuous,  being 
willing  to  ferve  Mankind,  when  it  lay  in  his 
Power,  which  was  very  frequent :  And  not 
only  thofe  of  his  own  Society,  but  likewife 
other  Parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  reaped  no 
fmall  Benefit  from  him  ;  which  rendered  him 
generally  beloved  and  efteemed,  yet  was  he  not 
puffed  up  therewith,  but  fhunned  the  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  Applaufe,  which  frequently  offered. 

His  Patience  and  Resignation  to  the  Will 
of  God  was  great,  being  afflided  for  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  of  Years  with  grievous 
Pains,  caufed  by  the  Stone  and  Gravel,  which 
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weakened  his  Conflitution  very  much  ;  yet  his 
Soul  feemed  fupported  with  Chriftian  Fortitude 
through  them  all,  to  the  Admiration,  as  well 
as  great  Confolation,  of  thofe  who  highly 
efteemed  him  for  his  eminent  Qualifications 
and  Services. 

His  Removal  appears  a  very  great  Lofs  to 
his  Family,  in  which  he  was  a  moft  loving 
and  affectionate  Hufbaod,  an  indulgent  and 
tender  Father,  and  a  kind  Matter.  Amongft 
his  Relations,  a  faithful  Overfeer,  a  worthy 
Counfellor,  and  a  fteady  Friend  to  all.  His 
Friends,  Neighbours,  and  Countrymen  of  all 
Denominations,  reaped  no  fmall  Advantages 
from  thofe  free  and  candid  Advices  which,  as 
Application  was  made  to  him,  he  generoufly 
and  in  a  Chriftian  Spirit  communicated. 

Thele  Virtues,  mixed  with  a  free  and  affable 
Difpofition,  could  not  but  draw  great  Love 
and  RefpeCt  from  all  Sorts  of  People  towards 
him  ;  and  much  more  fo  from  us,  who  were 
joined  in  the  fame  Communion,  and  Partakers 
of  the  like  precious  Faith  with  him. 

He  finifhed  his  Courfe  in  unfeigned  Love 
and  Unity  with  his  Brethren,  and  we  doubt 
not,  in  perfeCl  Charity  with  all  Men. 

H  is  Body  was  attended  to  the  Grave  by  fome 
Thoufands,  as  were  fuppofed,  of  his  Friends 
and  fellow  Citizens  ;  and  a  very  folemn  Meet¬ 
ing  we  had,  his  Death  being  univerfally  re¬ 
gretted. 

njfsnw  vVsursyto  Dili  '  1  *r-  .  , 
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I’ejlimony  from  Norwich  Monthly  -  meeting, 
concerning  John  Gurney. 


AS  our  Friends  in  the  Country  have  given 
you  a  large  and  particular  Account,  con¬ 
cerning  our  dear  and  deceafed  Friend  fohn 
Gurney ,  we  therefore  only  add. 

His  Service,  as  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift,  and  our  Lofs,  as  a  Society  in  general, 
and  in  thefe  Parts  in  particular,  muft  be  too 
well  known  to  require  to  be  mentioned  by  us ; 
yet  fuffer  us  to  fay,  we  in  this  Place  do  moil 
fenfibly  experience  it  ;  for,  although  his  long 
Ilnefs  did  prevent  his  travelling  much  abroad, 
yet  we  had  frequently  his  Company  in  our 
Aflemblies ;  and  the  living  and  efficatious 
Miniftry,  which  it  pleafed  God  to  endue  him 
with,  did  powerfully  afifedt  many  amongft  us, 
by  confirming  the  Faith  of  the  Weak,  and 
encouraging  the  fincere  Travellers  to  perfevere 
in  the  Way  of  Truth,  through  this  troublefome 
and  afHidting  World. 

The  Firft-day  two  Weeks  before  his  laft 
Ilnefs,  he  was  at  our  Meeting  in  the  Forenoon, 
when  he  appeared  in  a  lively  Teftimony 
amongft  us  :  He  prefled  us  to  confider,  How 
cur  Tijne  faffed  away  !  and  to  examine,  How 
far  our  Minds  had  been  religioufly  di/pofed  fince 
cur  meeting  together .  Some  of  us,  he  Paid,  feemed 
to  be  at  the  Top  of  the  Mountain ,  where  it 

fleajed 
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pleafed  God  fometimes  to  remove  the  Clouds,  and 
give  us  a  clear  Profpedl  into  the  promt  fed Land, 
though  we  were  not  yet  quite  arrived.,  Jo  as  to 
take  PojJcJJion  thereof.  It  was  a  melting  T  ime, 
and  an  Opportunity  that  will  leave  a  lading 
Remembrance  on  the  Minds  of  many. 

He  drank  large  Draughts  of  Affliction  in  this 
Life  j  yet  he  bore  them  with  great  Patience 
and  Relignation  to  the  divine  Hand  which 
permitted  them.  He  faw  clearly  they  muft 
foon  finifh  him,  as  to  this  World  ;  and  as  they 
did  greatly  wean  him  from  it,  fo  they  did 
abundantly  encreafe  his  faith,  in  tne  Dealings 
and  Goodnefs  of  God,  by  which,  we  doubt 
not,  they  were  fanClffled  unto  him  :  And 
though  they  were  permitted  to  end  his  Days 
in  this  World,  yet,  we  doubt  not,  they  did 
work  for  him,  through  divine  Affiftance,  a 
more  exceeding  and  joyful  Inheritance  in  the 
World  to  come. 

When  we  look  back  and  confider  him 
through  the  whole  of  his  Life ;  when  we  con- 
fider  the  Temptation  of  Profperity,  and  the 
Kindnefs  and  Efteem  of  great  Men  of  this 
World  ;  and  do  further  confider  him,  not 
exalted  thereby  ;  we  cannot  but  admire  that 
divine  Hand  which  was  his  Preferver  and 
Keeper,  and  did  fo  eminently  fupport  him, 
that  nothing  was  permitted  to  feparate  him 
from  that  Truth,  which  the  Lord  had  emi¬ 
nently  convinced  him  of,  and  gathered  him 
into. 

A  TeJUmony 
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A  'Tefimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Chdhire,  concerning  Benjamin  Bangs. 


THIS  our  antient  honourable  Friend, 
and  eminent  Minifter  of  Jefus  Chrifl:* 
was  born  in  the  Parifh  of  Longham ,  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk ,  the  ift  of  the  Tenth 
Month  1652,  defcended  of  reputable  Parents, 
and  was  religioufly  educated,  in  the  Principles 
of  the  Church  of  England,  by  his  Mother,  his 
Father  dying  when  he  was  young. 

The  Lord  was  pleafed,  in  his  young  and 
tender  Years,  to  extend  a  merciful  Vifitation  of 
Love  to  him,  with  which  he  was  at  times 
deeply  affedted  ;  and  about  the  Nineteenth 
Year  of  his  Age,  being  then  fettled  in  London, 
was  convinced  of  the  blefled  Truth,  and 
fhortly  after,  he  came  forth  in  a  publick  Tefti- 
mony,  and  became  an  able  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  in  which  he  laboured  faith¬ 
fully  and  fervently,  in  divers  Parts  of  this 
Nation  and  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  before 
he  came  to  reficie  amongft  us  ;  and  was  inftru- 
niental  in  the  Convincement  of  many. 

In  the  Year  1683,  be  married  our  worthy 
Friend  Mary  Lowe,  of  this  County,  and 
thereupon  fettled  amongft  us.  After  which  he 
vifited  many  Parts  of  this  Nation  and  the  Prin¬ 
cipality  of  Wales ;  and,  till  Age  and  Infirmities 
prevailed,  continued  to  vifit  the  Meetings  of 
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Friends,  in  this  and  the  adjacent  Counties, 
where  his  Services  were  always  acceptable. 

He  was  an  Elder  worthy  of  double  Honour, 
having  obtained  a  good  Report ;  not  of  Men 
feeking  Glory,  nor  as  a  Lord  over  God’s 
Heritage,  but  an  Enfample  to  the  Flock  ;  not 
forward  to  appear  in  publick  Service.  In  Doc¬ 
trine  found,  clear,  inftrudtive  and  uncorrupt : 
His  Openings  were  frefh  and  lively,  and  his 
manner  of  Expreffion  truly  amiable.  He  de¬ 
lighted  much  to  wait  in  filence,  for  the  Dif- 
coveries  of  the  Word  of  Life,  whereby  he 
became  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  Power 
of  his  Might,  founding  forth  the  Word  of 
Reconciliation  by  Chrift  our  Lord,  and  Salva¬ 
tion  through  his  eternal  Spirit. 

He  was  often  fervent  in  Supplication,  and 
drawn  forth  in  a  fvveet  and  heavenly  manner, 
to  the  great  Joy  and  Gladnefs  of  the  fincere 
in  Heart.  He  was  hgnally  qualified,  in  our 
Monthly  and  Quarterly-meetings,  to  fpeak  a 
Word  in  Seafon,  for  the  Promotion  of  Peace, 
good  Order  and  Difcipline  in  the  Church  j 
which  Meetings  he  conllantly  attended,  when 
at  home  and  in  Health. 

He  was  remarkably  compaffionate  to  the 
Poor  of  the  Society,  in  whom  he  obferved  a 
degree  of  Sincerity  and  Worthinefs,  who  were 
fure  to  meet  with  an  Advocate  in  him. 

His  Countenance  was  awful,  his  Deportment 
grave,  but  intermixed  with  a  pleatant  and 
familiar  Manner  of  Expreffion,  that  rendered 

his 
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his  Company  deledtable  to  fuch  as  he  converfed 
with  ;  and  when  old  Age  and  Infirmities  at¬ 
tended,  his  Underftanding  was  clear,  and 
many  lweet  and  heavenly  Expreffions  dropt 
from  him,  concerning  the  Largenefs  of  the 
Love  of  God  to  his  Soul,  together  with  fundry 
feafonable  Advices,  to  the  tendering  of  the 
Hearts  of  thofe  prefent  :  And  he  often  faid, 
‘ T-hat  his  Work  was  Jinijhed ,  and  he  was  freely 
refigned ;  feeling  nothing  but  Peace  from  the 
Lord  upon  his  Spirit.  Yea,  fo  plentifully  was 
it  poured  forth  upon  him,  that,  when  near  his 
End,  he  could  not  forbear  rejoicing  in  the 
blefled  Experience  thereof,  faying,  Now  1  know 
and  witnefs  the  Saying  of  cur  blejfed  Lord  ful¬ 
filled,  viz.  He  that  believeth  in  me,  out  of  his 
Belly  {ball  flow  Rivers  of  living  Water. 

Much  more  might  be  faid  concerning  this 
great  and  good  Man  ;  but  his  fundry  Services 
and  diligent  Labours,  in  the  Work  of  the 
Gofpel,  for  many  Years,  are  fo  well  known, 
that  we  need  not  enlarge  thereon.  And  altho’ 
his  Removal  be  a  Lofs  to  the  Church,  yet  we 
fully  believe  it  is  his  everlafting  Gain,  he  being 
gathered  home,  as  a  Shock  of  Corn  fully  ripe, 
into  the  Garner  of  God,  there  to  enjoy  the 
bleffed  Reward  of  the  Righteous,  in  an  endlefs 
Fruition  of  Joy  and  Glory  ;  for  as  he  lived,  fo 
he  died,  a  Servant  of  the  Lord  and  his  People, 
the  6th  Day  of  the  Twelfth  Month  1741,  in 
the  Ninetieth  Y"ear  of  his  Age.  A  Minifter 
about  Sixty  five  Years. 


John 
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John  Richardson’s  Teftimony ,  concerning  our 
worthy  Friend  and  Brother  Luke  Cock,  who 
died  the  29 th  of  the  Tenth  Month  1740,  Aged 
about  Eighty  three  Years  ;  and  was  decently 
buried  in  Friend's  Burying  Place  in  Danby 
Dale. 


HE  was  a  Minifter  near  Thirty  feven 
Years.  I  have  heard  him  fay,  before 
he  came  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth,  he 
bore  the  Character  of  the  greateft  Singer,  viz. 
of  irreligious  vain  Songs,  in  all  that  Part  of 
the  Country  where  he  lived.  He  fung  then 
the  Babylonian  Song,  by  the  muddy  Waters 
thereof ;  but  having  drank  of  the  Brooks  of 
Shiloh,  that  run  foftly  into  the  newly  convert¬ 
ed  Soul,  he  could  fing  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord 
J’efus  Chrift.  And  altho’  he  met  with  many 
Trials  and  great  Tribulations,  he  witneffed  his 
Robes  wafhed,  and  in  a  good  degree  made 
white,  in  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb,  being,  by 
the  good  Hand  and  Arm  of  Strength  and  Sal¬ 
vation,  brought  through  all  his  Troubles,  and 
fet  as  upon  Mount  Sion,  where  he  could  fing 
a  new  Song,  the  Song  of  Mofes  and  of  the 
Lamb. 

And  being  called  into  the  Work  of  the 
Miniftry,  he  bore  a  found  and  living  Teftimony 
for  the  Truth,  which  was  greatly  edifying  to 
Friends.  And  it  being  my  Lot  to  follow  him 
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in  (cvciiil  Parts  of  hitiglund  and  Ireland ^  I  heard 
a  good  Account  of  him  ;  Friends  fpeaking  very 
lovingly  and  tenderly  concerning  him,  greatly 
defiring  to  fee  him  again. 

He  was  cautious  not  to  minifter,  until  he 
evidently  felt  Truth  to  open  his  Way.  He  was 
a  good  Example  to  Friends,  in  duly  and  dili¬ 
gently  attending  Meetings.  A  juft  Man,  a 
good  Neighbour,  free  in  Converfation,  but 
folid  and  inftrudtive.  In  his  Supplication  to 
the  Lord,  he  had  great  Accefs  to  that  River 
which  makes  glad  the  City  of  God. 

A  little  time  before  his  Change  I  vifited  him, 
when  he  exprefled  his  Mind  to  me  in  thefe 
Words,— 7  am  confined  at  home  through  Age  and 
TV laknefs,  and  cannot  get  to  Jee  Friends ,  and  to 
Meetings ,  as  I  could  with  ;  but  the  Lord  hath 
been  great  tn  his  Goodnefs  to  me ,  by  comforting 
and  refrejhing  my  Soul  with  his  living  Prefence , 
and  my  Mind  is  much  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob ;  the  Prophets  and  Apoflles  ;  Sufferers  and 
Martyrs  for  Chrift  's  Sake  ;  with  an  innumerable 
Company  of  Angels ,  and  the  Spirits  of  juft  Men 
made  perfeB  :  And  I  hope  in  a  little  time  to  be 
with  them  for  ever. 

I  thought  he  fpoke  thefe  Words  in  that 
Weightinefs  and  Sweetnefs  of  Mind  and  Spirit, 
that  it  would  not  be  well  to  leave  them  in 
Oblivion. 

Much  might  be  faid  concerning  this  Man 
of  God,  our  beloved  Friend  and  Brother  in 
Chrift,  and  fellow  Labourer  with  us  in  the 

Golpel 
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Gofpel  of  Peace  and  Salvation.  But  now  he  is 
removed  from  us,  to  our  great  Lofs,  but,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  to  bis  everlafting  Gain  and  Reft,  irj. 
a  Manfion  of  Glory  j  and  that  we  may  follow 
fucb  worthy  Mens  Examples,  l'o  long  as  we 
remain  here,  viz.  Such  as  followed  Chrift 
under  the  daily  Crofs,  in  true  Humility  and 
Self-denial,  as  this  our  beloved  Friend  did, 
with  many  others  who  are  gone  before,  is  the 
hearty  and  fincere  Defire  of  your  Friend  and 
Brother  in  the  Lord, 

Hutton  in  the  Hole,  the  23d  ToHN  R1.CHARDSONV 
of  the  Firff  Month  1 7  40. 


;•  * 
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A  7ejUmony  from  Gifborough  Monthly-meeting , 

concerning  Luke  Cock. 


*  - 


SINCE  it.  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  remove 
from  us  our  antient  and  worthy  Friend, 

■  •  *  ’  -  ,  j  f 

we  cannot  well  but  give  fome  Account  of  his 
Faithfulnefs  and  good  Service  amongft  us. 

We  believe  he  was  careful  not  to  give  any 
juft  Occafion  of  Offence  to  Friends  or  others. 
He  was  clear,  plain,  and  found  in"  his  Tefti- 
mony,  and  of  a  good  Underftahding.  Fie 
travelled  feveral  Journeys  in  Truth’s  Service, 
while  he  was  of  Ability  of  Body.  He  held  his 
Integrity  to  the  End,  and  died  in  good  Unity 
with  Friends. 


'  i  l  >  i  « 
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A  Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Durham,  concerning  Jeremiah  Hunter. 


WE  think  it  our  Duty  to  give  this 
Teftimony  concerning  our  antient  and 
well  efteemed  Friend,  Jeremiah  Hunter  de- 
ceafed,  hoping  it  may  be  of  Service  to  Pofterity, 
and  encouraging  to  hold  on  in  Well-doing. 

He  was  born  at  Benfield-fide ,  in  the  County 
of  Durham ,  in  the  Year  1658,  and  came  to 
Newcafle  upon  Dyne,  as  an  Apprentice,  and 
continued  there.  And  about  the  Twenty  fifth 
Year  of  his  Age,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
open  his  Mouth  in  a  publick  Teftimony  for 
Truth  ;  he  grew  in  the  Miniftry,  and  became 
very  ferviceable,  and  his  Gift  edifying. 

We  can  experimentally  fay,  he  was  found 
in  Dodtrine,  a  frefh  and  lively  Minifter,  great 
in  Underftanding,  well  applying  the  Matter 
that  opened  before  him  ;  many  times  wonder¬ 
fully  filled  and  divinely  furnifhed  with  the 
Spirit  of  Prayer  and  Supplication,  to  the  com¬ 
forting,  reaching  and  tendering  of  many  Souls. 

Fie  was  an  open-hearted  Man,  ready  to  help 
and  relieve  the  Poor,  not  only  amongft  us, 
but  to  others  he  gave  freely.  He  diligently  at¬ 
tended  Meetings  for  Worfihip,  as  alfo  Monthly 
and  Quarterly- meetings,  where  he  had  great 
Service  in  Difcipline  5  giving  feafonable  Advice, 

encouraging 
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encouraging  the  Well-minded,  and  reproving 
Evil-doers. 

He  vifited  divers  Counties  in  England. ,  and 
often  attended  the  Yearly- meeting  at  London  % 
his  Labour  of  Love  being  acceptable  to  his 
Brethren. 

His  Body  weakened  gradually,  which  he 
bore  with  great  Patience,  not  deuring  to  day 
much  longer  here,  but  rather  to  be  diflhlved. 
After  his  Strength  failed,  fo  that  he  was  not 
able  to  get  abroad,  feveral  Meetings  were  held 
at  his  Houfe,  where  a  degree  of  divine  Favour 
was  often  witnefled,  and  he  appeared  alive  in 
the  Mini  dry  to  our  Comfort. 

He  was  entered  into  the  Eighty  fourth  Year 
of  his  Age  when  he  died,  which  was  on  the 
24th  Day  of  the  Twelfth  Month  1741,  having 
been  a  Minider  about  Fifty  eight  Years  ;  and 
we  doubt  not  but  he  has  laid  down  his  Head 
in  Peace  with  the  Lord,  in  Unity  with  his 
Brethren,  and  in  good  Report  amongft  Men, 
and  is  entered  into  that  Red;  prepared  for  the 
Righteous,  where  all  Crowns  tnuft  be  laid 
down,  and  the  Glory  and  Honour  afcribed  to 
him  that  fits  upon  the  Throne,  and  to  the 
Lamb,  for  evermore. 

tShoifte  .yifno  tort  •  ; 
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A  Tefiimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Wells  in  Norfolk,  concerning  Katherine 
Peckover. 

Lj  think  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  lay 
Something  in  Commemoration  qf  fo 
good  and  valuable  a  Woman,  counting  it  no 
fmall  Bleffing  to  the  Churches  in  thefe  Parts, 
wherein  {lie  continued  from  about  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  \  ear  of  her  Age,  to  her  Departure  out  of 
this  Life  5  and  was  all  along  a  very  lerviceable 
and  honourable  Member  amongil:  us.  Her 
many  excellent  Qualifications,  attended  with  a 
meek,  humble,  reverent  Deportment,  in  all 
Refpeds,  rendered  her  very  near  and  dear 
JO  us. 

It  pleafed  God  to  beftow  upon  her  a  Gift  of 
the  Miniftry,  which  the  was  faithful  to,  and 
very  exemplary  in  waiting  for,  delivering  the 
Matter  the  had  to  lay  with  much  Plain nefs 
and  Brevity,  being  attended  with  great  Power, 
Jo  the  no  fmaU  Edification  and  Comfort  of  the 
Churches.  Her  Life  and  Converfation  well 
correfponded  with  her  Dodrine,  and  (he  was 
much  refpeded  by  People  of  other  Societies  : 
She  was  very  charitable  and  full  of  good 
Works  ;  her  Delight  was  to  be  found  in 
Pradices  becoming  the  |Gofpel  ;  and  fire  was 
an  eminent  Pillar  amongft  us,  a  worthy 

Mother 
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Mother  in  Ifrael ,  and  a  great  Ornament  to 
the  Society 

She  received  the  Truth  whilft  (he  was  very 
young  ;  and,  with  her  honourable  Mother, 
was  impriioned  for  her  Teftimony  thereunto, 
before  {he  was  fixteen  Years  of  Age,  and  un¬ 
dauntedly  confefled  the  fame,  and  pleaded  for 
it  in  her  Examinations  before  the  Judge  in 
Court,  being  firft  called  to  anfwer  to  their 
Indidlment ,  though  there  were  upwards  of 
fixty  Perfons  then  prefent  upon  the  lame  good 
Account,  and  {he  the  youngeft  of  them  all  ; 
where  {lie  conducted  herfelf  with  fuch  Modefly, 
giving  pertinent  Reafons  for  her  joining  with 
her  Friends  in  afiembling  together  to  worlliip 
God  in  Spirit,  &c.  and  refufing  her  Liberty  on 
Terms  inconfiftent  with  her  religious  P10- 
feffion,  as  drew  from  the  Court  no  fmail 
Attention  and  Surprile  ;  and  it  was  fo  ordered, 
that  (he  with  her  fellow  Prifoners,  were  all  fet 
at  Liberty  :  Which  {he  would  afterwards  often 
mention  with  great  Sweetnefs  and  Gratitude  of 
Soul,  to  the  Divine  Hand  by  which  {lie  was 
fupported  to  hold  out  to  the  End  of  her  Days, 
in  a  conftant  Dependance  on  that  Arm  of 
Power,  which  glorioully  vilited  and  wrought 
upon  her.  She  retained  the  Senfe  and  Savour 
of  Truth  in  as  precious  and  lively  a  manner 
as  in  the  Beginning  ;  it  being  very  frequent 
with  her  to  exprefs  the  fame  in  her  living 
Minillry  amongll  us. 

K  \ 
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Much  more  might  be  faid  concerning  this 
our  worthy  Friend,  but  we  ftudy  Brevity, 
being  nearly  affedted  with  her  Removal  from 
us  ;  which  though  it  be  our  unlpeakable  Lois, 
we  doubt  not  but  is  her  great  Gain,  and  that 
Ihe  is  centered  in  the  holy  Manlions,  with 
Saints  and  Angels,  and  the  Spirits  of  the  Juft 
made  perfect. 

She  departed  this  Life  at  her  own  Dwelling- 
houfe  in  Fakenham  in  the  faid  County,  on  the 
ift  Day  of  the  Eighth  Month  1741,  and  was 
attended  to  the  Grave  by  great  Numbers  of 
Friends  and  others.  She  was  born  about  the 
Year  1666,  and  died  in  the  Year  1741,  and 
was  a  Minifter  about  Forty  lix  Years, 


A  Leftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  at 
Pardlhaw-ball  in  Cumberland,  concerning 
James  Dickinson. 

JA M E S  DICKINSON  of  Green-trees , 
otherwife  Moorfde ,  belonging  to  Par  elf  aw 
Meeting  in  the  County  of  Cumberland ,  de¬ 
scended  of  honeft  Parents,  was  born  at  Low- 
moor ,  in  the  Year  1658.  The  Lord  was 
pleafed  tenderly  to  vifit  him  in  his  young 
Pears,  whereby  he  became  acquainted  with  his 
Teachings  when  but  a  Child  ;  but  for  want  of 
keeping  a  fledfad:  Eye  to  hisGuidings,  he  was 
led  forth  into  thofe  Follies  and  Vanities  of  the 

World 
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World  incident  to  Youth  :  But  fuch  was  the 
Love  of  the  heavenly  Father  (as  he  often  de¬ 
clared  amongft  us  in  the  Spring  of  the  Gofpel) 
that  he  was  met  with  again  and  brought  back, 
as  a  Sheep  ftrayed  from  the  Father’s  Fold  ; 
and,  after  much  Affliction  and  folitary  Exer- 
cife,  fitted  for  future  Service,  and  engaged  in  a 
publick  Teftimony  about  the  Eighteenth  Year 
of  his  Age. 

He  was  (hortly  after  concerned  to  go  to 
feveral  Meetings  of  the  Dijfenters,  in  the 
County  where  he  lived,  and  underwent  Hard- 
fhips  amongft  them  ;  yet  Truth  crowned  his 
Labours  with  fbrne  Convincemeat.  After 
which,  he  travelled  in  the  Service  of  the 
Miniftry  in  divers  Counties,  through  England, 
Ireland  and  Holland,  undergoing  Sufferings  in 
the  time  of  Perfecution.  He  vifited  Friends  in 
Ireland  Twelve  times  ;  Three  times  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  Once  in  Holland  and  Germany  ;  and 
laboured  much  in  his  native  Country  of  Eng¬ 
land,  many  being  convinced  by  him.  Much 
more  might  be  faid  concerning  his  Labours 
and  Travels  in  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  but 
we  refer  to  his  Journal. 

He  was  a  diligent  Labourer  at  home,  a 
conftant  Attender  of  Meetings,  a  fincere  Tra¬ 
veller  therein,  very  tender  over  the  Youth,  a 
nurfing  Father  to  the  leaft,  and  full  of  Charity 
to  all  rightly  anointed  ;  yet  not  hafty  to  join 
with  forward  Spirits.  He  was  alfo  careful 
not  to  join  in  party  Caufes,  but  was  greatly 
"c  >  L  4  concerned 
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concerning 


Concerned  for  the  Promotion  and  Unity  of  the 
Church  ;  and  often  exprdfed  his  ftedfaft  Faith 
that  the,Teftimony  of  Truth  would  be  exalted 
m  the  Nations,  and  the  antichriftian  Op- 
preflion  of  Tithes  brought  down  j  and  with 
Concern  declared  his  Sorrow  for  fuch  as  weaklv 
complied  therewith.  Y 

t  When  his  natural  Abilities  failed,  he  would 
fpeak  with  Strength  apparently  beyond  his  Age 
and  Conftitution.  He  was  feized  with  a  Palfv 
near  a  I  cai  before  he  died,  which  detained 
3iim  fiorn  NIeetings,  and  by  it  his  Speech  was 
inuch  taken  from  him  ;  but  would  often  iay, 
He  was  well ,  he  was  welly  and  had  nothing  but 
Peace  on  every  hand  ;  expreffing  his  Care  and 

Concern  for  the  Growth  and  Prefervation  of 
the  Church. 

He  died  on  the  6th  of  the  Third  Month, 
174  ij  and  was  interred  on  the  8th  of  the 
fame,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  Eaglef- 
field,  being  accompanied  by  a  great  many 
Friends  and  others.  Aged  Eighty  three  a 
Minifter  Sixty  five  Years,  ’ 
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A  1 Teflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  oj 
Aylelbury  in  Buckinghamfhire,  concerning 
Mary  Larcum. 


T’HE  Time  of  her  Convincement  being 
before  our  Knowledge  of  her,  we  cannot 
be  very  particular  therein  ;  but  fome  of  us 
have  heard  from  herfelf,  that  ihe  going  to  the 
'Goal  at  Reading  in  Berk  fire,  (the  Place  of 
her  Abode)  to  vifit  a  Relation,  a  Friend  then 
a  Prifoner  there,  was  at  a  Meeting  of  Friends, 
many  being  then  Prifoners  ;  among  whom  was 
our  eminent  Friend  Ifaac  Bennington ,  by  whofe 
Miniftry  {he  was  then  convinced  of  Truth  ; 
which  (he  receiving  in  the  Love  of  it,  became 
willing  to  yield  Obedience  to  the  Requirings 
thereof,  in  taking  up  a  Crofs  to  the  Vanities 
her  youthful  Age  might  be  inclined  to. 

For  many  Years  paft,  fome  of  us  were  well 
acquainted  with  her,  and  in  remembrance  of 
her  Service  in  the  Church,  and  exemplary 
Condud  in  general,  we  are  engaged  to  give 
this  brief  Memorial  of  her  :  That  her  Conver- 
fation,  while  {ingle,  was  fober  and  religious  ; 
and  when  engaged  in  a  State  of  Marriage, 
{he  was  a  true  Helpmeet  to  her  Hufband, 
being  very  induftrious  in  her  temporal  Affairs^ 
and  diligent  in  attending  Meetings  both  for 
Worthip  and  Difcipline,  She  was  very  com- 

paflionate 
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paffionate  and  liberal  in  extending  Help  to  the 

Needy  among  Friends,  and  others  as  occafion 
ottered. 

K  • 

About  the  Fiftieth  Year  of  her  Age  fhe  ap¬ 
peared  in  Teftimony  for  the  Truth  ;  in  which 
Seivice  fhe  was  often  made  an  Inftrument  of 
Comfort  and  Edification  to  the  Faithful,  as 
well  as  of  Reproof  and  Exhortation  to  the 
Carelefs  and  Indifferent.  While  Ability  of 
Body  continued,  fhe  often  travelled  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Miniftry,  vifiting  the  Churches  in 
feveral  adjacent  Counties.  When  Age  and 
Weaknefs  rendered  her  uncapable  of  going  far 
abroad,  fire  did  not  decline  in  her  Zeal  for 
Truth,  but  was  diligent  in  attending  Meetings, 
and  often  livingly  opened  in  tender  Advice  and 
Exhortation  to  Faithfulnefs  ;  fometimes  ex- 
pi  effing  the  Satisiadtion  and  Peace  fhe  enjoyed, 
in  that  fhe  had  been  diligent  in  ferving  the 
Lord  in  her  known  Duty. 

We  have  good  Caufe  to  believe  fhe  died  in 
Peace  with  the  Lord,  and  is  entered  into  eve r- 
lafting  Reft.  She  departed  this  Life  the  2 id 
of  the  Fifth  Month  1741,  about  the  Eighty 
fifth  Year  of  her  Age,  and  was  interred  the 
28th  following,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at 
V/iccomb  in  the  County  of  Bucks.  A  Minifter 
Thirty  five  Years. 


A  Tejtimony 
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A  \ Tejlimony  jrom  the  Mens  Meeting  in  Dublin, 

concerning  Joseph  Gill. 

*  J  -y 
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HE  was  educated  by  his  Parents  William 
and  Margaret  Gill,  of  How  in  Cumber¬ 
land,  in  the  Profefiion  of  T  ruth,  and  came 
into  Ireland  in  the  Year  1697,  but  refided 
moftly  in  the  Country  until  the  Year  1702, 
when  he  fettled  in  this  City,  and  gained  Love 
and  Efteem  among  Friends  and  others. 

He  was  religiouily  inclined  from  his  \outh, 
and  a  diligent  Attender  of  Meetings  for  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Difcipline  ;  and  concerned,  when 
there,  to  wait  for  that  divine  Power,  that 
ftrengthens  and  encourages  the  Faithful,  to 
travel  on  in  the  Way  that  leads  to  everlafting 
Happinefs.  . 

About  the  Year  17x1,  he  was  called  to  the 
Work  of  the  Ministry,  wherein  he  was,  in  a 
good  degree,  attended  with  that  Life  and 
Power,  which  made  it  comfortable  and  edify- 

J  W 

ing  to  the  well  difpofed  Hearers.  He  feverai 
times  vifited  Friends  in  England  ancl  Scotland \ 
as  alfo  in  this  Nation  ;  and  many  times  attend¬ 
ed  the  Yearly-meeting  in  London  ;  to  anfwer 
which  Service  he  was  freely  given  up. 

In  the  Year  1734,  he  vifited  Friends  in 
many  Parts  of  the  Continent  of  America,  and 
the  Elands  adjacent  ;  in  all  which  Vifits, 

we 
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\vc  believe  his  Labour  of  Love  was  ferviceable 
and  acceptable. 

He  was  well  gifted  for  Difcipline,  and  of 
great  Help  to  Friends  of  this  Meeting.  He 
was  zealous  againft  the  undue  Liberties  taken 
by  too  many  profeffing  Truth.  His  Life  was 
exemplary,  adorning  the  Dodfrine  he  preached 
by  a  good  Converfation.  He  arrived  to  the 
State  of  an  Elder  in  the  Church,  and  was  a 
nurfing  Father  to  fuch  as  he  thought  reli- 
gioully  inclined.  He  was  given  to  Hofpitality, 
and  his  Houfe  was  open  to  entertain  Strangers. 

Some  time  before  his  laft  Ilnefs,  he  ac¬ 
quainted  us  of  his  Concern  to  vifit  Vljier  Pro¬ 
vince,  in  older  to  have  our  Concurrence  and 
Certificate,  without  which  he  was  careful  not 
to  travel  on  Truth’s  Account :  He  was  but  in 
a  poor  State  of  Health  when  he  fet  out  on  his 
Journey,  in  which  he  vifited  molt  of  Friends 
Meetings  in  the  faid  Province  ;  but  his  Indif- 
pofition  increafing,  he  returned  home,  where 
he  continued  weak  about  five  Weeks,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  Life,  in  a  fweet  Frame  of  Mind,, 
the  28th  of  the  Eleventh  Month  1741,  and 
was  buried  the  30th  of  the  fame,  at  Friends 
Burying  Ground  in  Cork-ftreet.  And  although 
we  may  fay,  we  are  forrowfully  aftcded  for 
our  Lois  ot  him,  yet  we  are  perfwaded  it  is 
his  great  Gain,  being,  we  doubt  not,  entered 
into  everlafting  Reft  and- Peace. 

Aged  Sixty  leven  Years,  a  Minifter  about 
Thirty  Years,  .  .  " 

A  Teftimony 


A  Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting'  of 
Montrath  in  Ireland,  concerning  John 
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1  * 

E  was  born  in  Chef  ire,  near  the  Foreft 


of  Delamere,  and  when  a  Child,  was 


brought  by  his  Parents  into  Ireland,  who 
educated  hini  according  to  the  Way  of  the 
Church  of  England,  wherein  he  continued 
until  near  the  Fortieth  Year  of  his  Age  ;  but 
being  defirous  of  farther  Difcoveries  of  the 
Knowledge  of  God  and  Way  of  Salvation,  he 
with  his  Wife  went  to  a  Meeting  of  Friends 
at  Birr,  where  a  Marriage  was  folemnizea, 
and  both  of  them  were  convinced  that  Day, 
by  the  powerful  and  efficacious  Miniftry  of 
that  faithful  Servant  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  Thomas 
Wilfon,  and  was  obedient  to  the  Manifeftations 
of  Truth  in  his  Heart  ;  and,  foon  after  his 

Convincement,  was  caft  into  Prifon  on  account 

■ 

of  his  faithful  Teftimony  againft  paying  of 
Tithes,  where  he  remained  about  fix  Months  * 
not  repining,  ffirinking,  or  in  the  leaft  giving 
way  j  and  may  be  likened  to  the  Faithful  of 
old,  who  overcame  bv  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  Word  of  their  Teftimony  :  And  as  he 
grew  in  the  Knowledge  of  Truth,  fo  his 
Love  encreafed  towards  his  Neighbours,  fre¬ 
quently  inviting  them  to  Meetings,  going  to 
their  Houfes  early  and  late  on  that  Occafjon. 


He 
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He  was  inftru  mental  in  gathering  and  fettling 
a  Meeting  at  his  Houfe,  which  remains  there 
to  this  Time.  He  was  a  conftant  Attender  of 
Meetings  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

About  the  Sixty  fecond  Year  of  his  Age,  his 
Mouth  was  opened  in  a  publick  Teftimony 
fot  Trutn  ;  in  which  he  faithfully  laboured 
for  the  ftirring  up  the  pure  Mind,  and  en¬ 
couraging  that  which  was  good  in  all  ;  and 
was  zealouily  concerned  againft  Pride  and 
vain  Fafhions  ;  the  Increafe  of  which  is  too 

manifeft  among  the  Youth  of  our  Society  of 
late  Years. 

In  the  Ik  eai  1733’  f  G  with  another  Friend, 
went  to  the  Yearly-meeting  at  London ,  and 
from  thence  vinted  feveral  Meetings  in  fundry 

,  '  ^  ^  ’  as  alfo  the  Meetings  of 

Friends  in  Nort/j-Britain. 

He  was  helpful  and  ferviceable,  with  other 
Friends,  in  vifiting  the  P'amilies  in  this 
Monthly-meeting,  and  was  conftant  in  Friend- 
fhip,  his  H  eart  and  Houfe  always  open  to 
receive  Friends  ;  a  Mourner  with  the  Aftlicfted, 
and  full  of  Compaffion  to  the  Poor,  by  whom 
his  Death  is  greatly  lamented. 

He  died  the  14th  Day  of  the  Third 
Month  1741,  Aged  about  Eighty,  and  a 
Minifter  about  Eighteen  Years. 

Though  our  Lois  of  him  is  great,  we  are 
perfuaded  he  now  reaps  the  Gain  of  all  his 
Ckriflian  Labours,  and  remains  with  the  Juft 
in  a  Manfion  of  eternal  Happinefs'. 

“■  A  Lcflimony 
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A  feftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Birmingham  in  the  County  oj  Warwick, 
concerning  JA  ne  Briscoe. 


"  i 


JANE  BRISCOE,  late  of  V/ arwick ,  was 
born  the  30th  of  the  Ninth  Month  1654. 
In  her  youthful  Days,  (he  was  under  Convic¬ 
tions  for  fome  time  before  Ike  frequented  our 
Meetings,  which  was  about  the  Twenty  firft 
Year  ot  her  Age  ;  for  which  (he  endured  a 
great  deal  of  hard  Speeches  from  her  Father 
and  other  Relations  ;  yet  this  did  not  daunt 
her  religious  Courage  and  Refolution  to  fuller 
A  filiation  for  the  Truth’s  fake,  rather  than 
enjoy  the  (inful  Pieafures  of  this  momentary 
Life.  And  this  her  Heady  Condudt  in  the 
Path  of  Truth,  gained  luch  an  Afcendency 
over  her  Father,  that  upon  his  Death-bed  he 
was  reconciled  to  her,  and  defired,  that  God 
would  direct  her  for  the  be  ft. 

Her  great  Refpedt  for  William  Dew  fury 
was  very  conlpicuous,  with  whom  (he  lived  as 
a  Servant  for  many  Years,  waiting  upon  him 
very  dutifully  in  his  Confinement,  and  faith¬ 
fully  managing  his  Bufinefs,  which  was  entruft- 
ed  to  her,  while  he  was  a  Prifoner  on  Account 
of  Religion  :  She  attended  him  in  his  laft 
Ilnefs,  and  has  been  heard  to  fay,  She  thought 
Jhe  had  re  aft  n  to  bleji  God ,  that  her  Lot  was 

to 
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to  live  ’with  him-:  M^hofe  good  Example 
encouraged  hci  in  Faithfulnefs  to  the  divine 
Difcoveries  received,  wherein  She  made  fuch 
Advances,  that  it  pleafed  the  Divine  Being, 
about  the  Year  1677,  to  beftow  on  her  a  Gift 
in  the  Miniftry,-  which  fhe  faithfully  dis¬ 
charged,  not  by  enticing  Words  of  Man’s 
Wifdom,  but  in  the  Demonstration  of  the 
Spirit  and  of  Power.  . 

She  mightily  defired,  that  Truth  mivht 
profper  in  the  Hearts  of  the  Youth  ;  and  had 
a  frequent  Concern  in  Meetings,  to  pray  to 
the  Almighty  for  a  Blefiing  upon  the  Children 
of  his  People.  She  was  zealous  in  the  Dif. 
charge  of  her  Duty  in  the  Miniftry.  Her 
Dodrine  was  enforced  by  a  Sober  Life  and 
godly  Conversation,  which  made  her  Miniftry 
the  more  acceptable  to  her  Hearers.  She  was 
a  diligent  Frequenter  of  Meetings,  as  long  as 
She  was  able  to  attend  them  j  and  many 
times,  when  bodily  Weaknefs  would  not  per¬ 
mit  her  to  go  on  foot  to  Meeting,  in  the  fame 
Town  where  lire  refided,  fhe  uSed  to  be  carried 
on  ITorfeback.  She  would  often  Say,  1  love  to 
go  to  Meetings  ;  and  very  much  defired,  that 
all  Friends  would  be  as  diligent  as  might  be  in 
attending  them,  while  they  had  Health  and 
Strength. 

She  was  charitably  difpofed  towards  the 
Poor,  whom  die  liberally  relieved.  She  had  a 
great  deal  of  Ilnefs  Some  Years  before  her  Death, 
which  ftie  bore  with  Chrijlian  Fortitude  ;  and 

wouk| 
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would  often  fay,  She  f!:ould  be  very  willing  to 
die  ;  but  delired,  fke  might  patiently  wait  the 
Lord’s  ‘Time.  One  time  in  hef  laft  Ilnefs,  fhe  - 
faid,  If  thefe  bodily  JjfliEtiom  were  over,  all 
would  be  well,  and  1  Jhall  be  where  the  IV eary 
are  at  Rejl.  She  feveral  times  faid,  I  wait  for 
my  Change  ;  and  often  iignified,  the  Lord  was 
good  to  her ,  and  ref  ref  ed  her  Soul  in  the  Night- 
fleaflon,  when  flee  could  not  jleep.  She  often 
prefied  her  Children  and  Family  to  feek  the 
Lord,  and  to  live  in  his  Fear,  and  to  wait  for 
the  Guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  which 
is  able  to  preferve  out  of  every  evil  Way,  and 
will  certainly  lead  them,  who  truly  follow  and 
obey  it,  through  the  Troubles  of  this  Life,  to 
Peace  and  Reft  for  evermore. 

Thus  this  our  worthy  Friend,  having  pa¬ 
tiently  waited  for  her  Change,  and  furmounted 
the  Difficul  ties  of  Mutability,  was  gathered, 
like  an  Ear  of  Corn  fully  ripe,  into  the  Garner 
of  Eternity,  in  the  Eighty  eighth  Year  of  her 
Age,  and  has  left  behind  her  a  Memorial  of  a 
good  Report  and  fweet  Savour,  worthy  to  bft 
followed  by  her  Survivors, 

She  departed  this  Life  the  31ft  of  the  Fifth 
Month,  and  was  interred  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  in  Warwick ,  the  3d  of  the  Sixth 
Month  1742. 
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A  Feflimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  at 
Birmingham  in  the  County  of  Warwick, 
concerning  Joseph  Freeth. 

HE  was  Son  of  our  worthy  Friend  Jona¬ 
than  Freeth ,  of  Birmingham  deceafed. 
The  pious  godly  Care  and  Counfel  of  his 
Parents  in  his  Education,  though  not  ftri&ly 
adhered  to  in  his  Youth,  yet,  as  he  grew  in 
Years,  made  very  deep  Imprefiions  upon  his 
Mind,  which  he  hath  often  expreffed  with 
great  Thankfulnefs,  both  to  the  Lord  and 
them. 

When  he  left  his  Parents,  he  fettled  at 
Coventry ,  about  the  Twenty  fifth  Year  of  his 
Age,  when  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  afford  him 
a  frefh  Vifitation  of  his  Love,  fo  that  he 
became  very  religious,  diligently  feeking  after 
the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation  ;  and,  by 
yielding  Obedience,  through  Faith,  unto  the 
Gift  of  God,  he  was  made  Partaker  of  Life 
and  Peace  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

About  the  Twenty  eighth  Year  of  his  Age, 
it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  call  him  to  the  Work  of 
the  Miniftry  ;  and  he  being  faithful  to  the 
heavenly  Vifion,  preached  the  Gofpel  with 
Zeal  and  Fervency.  In  his  Miniftry  he  was 
plain,  found  and  powerful  ;  in  Supplication 
fervent.  lie  vifited  fome  Meetings  in  feveral 

Counties 
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Counties  in  this  Nation,  and  lately  in  our  own 
County^and  the  Counties  adjacent*  much  10 
the  Copifort  and  Satisfaction  of  Friends. 

He  was  very  diligent  in  attending  Meetings 
for  Worfhip  and  Difcipline,  in  fettling  the 
Affairs  of  the  Church,  in  which  he  was  of 
excellent  Service*  being  often  clofely  exercifed 
in  Spirit,  that  he  might  witnefs  a  degree  of 
that  Power  which  Friends  were  fo  eminently- 
favoured  with  in  their  firft  Settlement ;  in  the 
Senfe  whereof,  his  Counfel  was  folid  and 
weighty.  He  was  particularly  inftrumental, 
when  any  undue  Warmth  appeared,  to  the 
reftoring  Calmnefs  and  Quiet  in  the  Meeting  } 
being  earneftly  concerned,  that  Friends  might 
be  influenced  by  nothing  but  Love  and  Zeal 
for  the  Truth. 

He  often  vifited  both  Friends  and  others, 
when  under  Affliction  ;  and  in  fuch  Oppor¬ 
tunities  was  frequently  divinely  favoured,  to 
the  great  Comfort' and  Confolation  of  the 
Afflicted.  He  was  endued  with  a  good  Under- 
ftanding,  both  in  the  Things  of  God,  relating 
to  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  the  Soul,  and  alfo 
in  the  Affairs  of  this  Life  ;  fo  that  he  had 
great  and  good  Service  in  both,  and  many- 
received  Benefit  thereby. 

He  was  endued  with  excellent  Virtues,  be¬ 
ing  found  in  admonifhing,  circumfpeCt  and 
gentle  in  reproving,  tender  in  advifing,  abound¬ 
ing  in  Charity,  given  to  Hofpitality,  liberal  in 
communicating,  free  and  careful  in  Diftribu- 
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tions,  willing  to  do  Good  to  all,  efpecially  to 
the  Houfhold  of  Faith,  -  labouring  ;,earnefHy 
for  the  Profperity  of  Sion  -'and,  being  A  Par-’ 
taker  of  the  like  precious  Faith  with  the  Elders 
of  old,  hath  obtained  a  good  Rpporf,  being 
univerfally  efteemed,  and  his  Lofs  lamented. 

He  was  a  faithful  and  loving  Hufband,  a 
tender  Father,  a  kind  and  compaffionate 
Mafter,  a  fincere  Friend  and  good  Neighbour. 

He  had  but  a  few  Days  Unefs,  in  which  he 
fignified  to  fome  Friends  about  him,  He  jelt 
Peace  within.  We  doubt  not  but  he  fin  idled 
his  Courfe  with  Joy,  died  in  Favour  with  the 
Lord,  and  is  at  Reft  with  the  Faithful. 

He  departed  this  Life  on  the  3d  Day  of  the 
Sixth  Month  1742,  and  was  decently  buried 
in  Friends  Burying  Ground,  in  the  City  of 
Coventry ,  the  5  th  of  the  fame.  In  the  Fifty 
third  Year  of  his  Age,  a  Minifter  about 
Twenty  five  Years. 


A  Pejlimony 
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A  •  JeJlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  at 
i  Carlifle,  concerning  T  homas  Story.  ' 

.V  1  m  k  *  >  -  f  i  *  »  f  V  '*■  ‘  '  -  r' 

•  \  \  '  *M  *  •  •  ^  .  i  * 

^  V  '  W'  .  <  *  • 

BEING  exhorted,  in  holy  Writ,  to  count 
thofe  Elders  worthy  of  double  Honour, 
who  rule  well,  and  labour  in  the  Word  and 
Doftririe;  we  think  it  our  Duty,  in  Love  and 
Efteem,  as  well  as  Juftice,  to  the  Memory  of 
this  our  antient,  eminent  and  worthy  Friend,: 
to  give  forth  this  brief  Teftimony  ;  and  that 
others  alfo  may  be  encouraged,  by  Inch  pious 
Examples,  to  embrace  the  Truth,  and  per- 
fevere  in  the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation.* 

He  was  born  at  Juftice-Town ,  near  Carlijle 
in  Cumberland ,  defcended  of  reputable  Parents 
of  the  Church  of  England,  who  gave  him  a 
liberal  Education  :  But  for  a  farther  Acount  of 
this  and  feveral  other  Particulars,  we  refer  to 
his  Journal,  and  (hall  only  fignify  in  general, 
that  in  the  Year  1689,  he  was  convinced  of 
the  Truth,  and  of  the  inward  and  fpiritual 
Appearance  of  Chriff  in  the  Souls  of  Mankind, 
for  the  Completion  of  their  Redemption  and 
Salvation  ;  and  about  the  Year  1693  had  a 
Teftimony  given  to  bear  to  the  fame,  in  the 
Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  Power. 

He  travelled  much,  in  the  Service  of  the 
Gofpel,  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ; 
and  alfo  in  the  Englijh  Plantations  in  America , 
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where  he  was  very  ferviceable  in  fettling  and 
confirming  the  Churches,  and  remained  there 
many  Years.  ,»  ,  . 

After  his  Return  to  England ’,  he  was  often 
concerned  to  vifit  Friends  in  divers  Places  in 
this  Nation,  and  more  particularly  at  London  ; 
for  being  a  Man  of  great  Qualifications,  and 
thefe  fantfified,  and  made  inflrurnental  by 
Divine  Wifdom,  rendered  his  Miniflry  very 
convincing  and  edifying  ;  fo  that  he  was 
acknowledged,  not  only  by  our  Society,  but 
alfo  by  other  People,  to  be  a  truly  great  and 
evangelical  Minifies. 

When  he  found  it  his  Place,  after  fuch 
Vifits,  to  return  to  us,  we  received  him  in 
fincere  Love  and  good  Unity  ;  being  often 
comforted  and  refrefhed  under  his  Minidry. 

Some  time  before  his  Death,  he  was  taken 
with  a  Paralytick  finefs,  which  a  deeded  his 
Speech  ;  after  which,  he  feldom  appeared  in 
the  Miniftry,  fignifying,  that  his  Day's  Work 
feeni’d  to  be  near  over.  Pie  continued  in  a 
fweet  Frame  of  Spirit,  and  attended  Meetings 
when  able. 

He  departed  this  Life,  at  Carlijle ,  the  2ift 
of  the  Fourth  Month  1742,  and  was  buried  in 
Friends  Burying  Ground  there  the  23d  of  the 
fame. 


Aged  near  Eighty, 
Years. 


a  Minifter  about  Fifty 
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A  Supplement  to  the  foregoing  Tc/limony,  from 
the  Quarterly-meeting  of  Cumberland. 

TH  E  foregoing  Teftimony,  concerning 
our  worthy  Friend  Thomas  Story  de- 
ceafed,  was  read,  duly  conlidered  and  approved. 
We  could  freely  add,  of  his  Convincement, 
Travels,  Labours  and  Service  in  the  Miniftry, 
and  Difcipline  in  the  Church,  but  for  Brevity’s 
fake  (hall  conclude,  and  refer  to  his  faid 
Journal ;  only  fignifying,  that  he  died  in  good 

XJnity  with  us. 


A  Teflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Charlecot  in  Wiltfhire,  concerning  Joan 
C  a  l  e. 

HER  Memory  is  very  precious  among  us, 
{he  having  been  one  whom  the  Lord 
reached  to  in  her  young  Years,  and  vifited 
with  his  bleffed  Truth  ;  unto  which  (he  gave 
up  in  Faithfulnefs,  foon  after  her  Convince¬ 
ment,  which  was  about  the  Eighteenth  Year 
of  her  Age  ;  and,  by  the  Goodnefs  of  the 
Almighty,  was  early  brought  off  from  the 
many  deceitful  and  pleafing  Vanities  of  the 
World,  to  which,  {he  had  been  before  much 
addided. 
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Ana  as  (lie  experienced  a  Growth  in  the 
1  luth  die  foon  became  very  ferviceable  in  the 
Lhurch,  by  her  exemplary  Virtue,  pious  De- 

iTjrft  i'iainntfS  °f  SPcec,h  Habit,  and 
Houflrold  Furniture.  And  (he  was  a  real 

i  iother  in  Ifrael ,  in  her  Care  and  Support  of 

the  Lord  s  Servants,  who  travelled  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  cf  iris  bleffed  Truth. 


In  hei  Miniljry  die  was  eminent,  and  tra¬ 
velled  much  in  this  Kingdom  }  die  was  very 
zealous,  and  laboured  earneftly  in  recommend¬ 
ing  Fiiends  and  others,  to  the  inward  experi¬ 
mental  Knowledge  of;  the  Life  and  Power  of 
Beiigion  j  and  therein,  as  well  as  in  private 
Converfation,  was  fervent  in  exhorting  Friends 
again  ft  the  Growth  of  thofe  Thing  among  us, 
which  tend  to  weaken  and  leffen  us  as  a 
I  eopie  ;  particularly,  againft  Superfluity  and 
Gaudinefs  of  Apparel  :  And  continued  lively 
and  edifying  in  her  Teftimony,  when  under 

the  Weaknefs  of  Body  that  attended  her  in 
old  Age. 

We  are  fully  perfuaded  die  flnifhed  her 
Courle  well,  and  that  the  is  at  Reft  with  the 
Righteous.  She  oied  t lie  12  th  of  the  Second 
Month  1742,  and  was  buried  the  16th  of  the 
bane,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  Ca{n. 


A  Tejlimcny 
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A  \ Teftimcny  from  the  Province  -  meeting  at 
Lurgan  in  Ireland,  concerning  Mary  Greer. 

SHE  was  a  Woman  much  efteemed  amongft 
us,  being  of  an  exemplary  Life  and  Con- 
verfation  ;  a  Pattern  of  Plainnefs  and  Humility ; 
diligent  in  attending  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip 
of  God,  duly  obferving  the  Hour  appointed. 
And  although  fire  was  not  large  in  Declaration, 
yet  what  fhe  had  to  offer,  by  way  of  publick 
Teflimony,  was  often  to  the  Comfort  of  the 
Well-minded.  She  was  alfo  a  good  Example 
in  attending  our  Province-meetings,  whilft  of 
Ability  of  Body. 

She  travelled  through  Scotland,  and  fome 
Parts  of  England  ;  alfo  viiited  lome  Parts  of 
JLeinJler  and  Munfler  Provinces,  and  we  believe 
her  Viiit  was  well  accepted.  She  was  of  a 
fweet  Temper,  and  laboured  much  in  her  own 
Family  in  Gofpel  Love,  that  her  Children  and 
Servants  might  be  preferved  out  of  Pride  and 
Idlenefs,  and  live  in  the  Fear  of  the  Lord  ;  fo 
that  we  fully  believe  fhe  was  faithful  in  dis¬ 
charging  her  Duty,  according  to  the  Gift  be¬ 
llowed  on  her.  We  may  truly  fay,  fire  was 
nearly  united  in  Spirit  to  us,  and  generally 
beloved. 

She  was  a  loving  Wife,  a  good  Neighbour, 
being  much  given  to  Hofpitality,  and  her 
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Heart  and  Houfe  were  open  to  entertain 
Friends. 

Having  but  a  few  Days  Sicknefs,  (he  fpoke 
little  ;  but  fome  fhort  time  before  her  De¬ 
parture,  her  Children  being  about  her,  (he 
delired  they  might  live  in  Love  one  with  another. 
And .  although  her  Removal  be  a  Lofs  to  her 
Family  and  Neighbours,  and  to  the  Meeting 
to  which  (he  belonged,  yet  we  are  fully  fatis- 
iied  it  is  her  great  Gain,  having  done  her 
Day’s  Work  in  her  Day. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  9th  of  the  Tenth 
Month  1742,  in  the  Seventy  third  Year  of 
her  Age,  a  Minifter  about  Thirty  feven  Years. 


A  Leflimony  concerning  George  Rooke,  from 
the  Quarterly  -  'meeting  of  Leinfter  Province 
in  Ireland. 

9  v  . 

GEORGE  ROOKE,  Son  of  I homas  Rooke , 
was  born  in  the  Parifh  of  Bolton  in 
Cumberland ,  in  the  Third  Month,  in  the  Year 
1652.  He  was  educated  in  the  National  Pro- 
feffion  ;  but,  about  the  Twentieth  Year  of  his 
Age,  he  was  convinced  of  the  Truth,  preached 
by  that  able  Minifter  John  Graves,  and  joined 
himfelf  in  Society  with  the  People  called 
Quakers  and  proving  faithful  to  the  Call  of 
God,  was  enabled  by  him  to  embrace  the 
Crofs,  not  conforming  himfelf  to  the  vain 

Cufloms 
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Cuftoms  and  Fafhions  of  the  World,  but  en¬ 
deavouring  to  be  transformed  by  the  Renewing 
of  his  Mind  :  To  which  End,  he  was  very 
diligent  in  attending  Meetings  for  divine  Wor- 
fhip,  being  encouraged  thereto  by  the  fpiritual 
Refrefhment  he  there  met  with.  And  about 
the  Twenty  fifth  Year  of  his  Age  his  Mouth 
was  opened,  to  declare  unto  others  his  own 
Experience  of  the  Lord’s  Goodnefs,  though 
attended  with  great  Difficulties,  Fears,  and  the 
Confcioufnefs  of  his  own  Weaknefs  ;  but  the 
good  Hand  of  God,  and  the  Countenance  of 
his  fympathizing  Friends,  was  a  great  Support 
to  him  under  that  Exercife. 

He  became  early  engaged  in  travelling  in 
the  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  zealoufly  and 
chearfully  devoting  his  Strength  and  youthful 
Days  to  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
Promotion  of  Truth  and  Righteoufnefs  in  the 
Earth  ;  being  greatly  encouraged  in  thefe  Ser¬ 
vices  by  the  Confolation  that  attended  them. 

In  the  Year  1679,  he  went  on  this  Account 
to  Scotland ,  accompanied  by  Peter  Fearon, 
though  in  a  troublefome  and  dangerous  Time, 
viz.  a  little  before  the  Fight  at  Bothwell-bridge, 
the  King’s  Troops,  and  the  Rebels,  in  feveral 
Places  pofieffing  the  Towns  through  which 
they  pafied.  They  travelled  on  foot,  by  the 
Advice  of  that  eminent  Elder  George  Fox, 
becaufe  their  Plorfes  might,  in  all  Probability, 
have  been  taken  from  them  by  one  Party  or 
the  other,  if  they  had  rode  ;  and  fo  following 

their 
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their  Matter’s  Euttnefs  in  the  Innocency  of  thd 
fiuth,  they  were  preferved,  and  vifited  the 
Meetings  of  Friends  without  much  Interrup¬ 
tion  Or  Difturbance,  and  had  comfortable  Op- 
poitunities  with  them,  who  were  glad  of  their 
V'iiit,  having  fuffered  greatly  by  the  Armies.  * 

In  tne  Year  1681,  he  vifited  Friends  in  all 
their  Meetings  in  Scotland  a  fecond  time,  and 
the  fame  Year  came  to  Ireland,  and  vifited 
moft  of  the  Friends  through  the  Nation,  and 
had  many  fatisfadlory  Opportunities  writh  them, 
who  were  very  loving  and  refpe&ful  to  him' 
though  he  was  but  young. 

In  the  Year  1684,  he  vifited  Friends  in 
h  eland  a  fecond  time.  In  the  Intervals  of  his 
Tia.eh  lie  uiuahy  wrought  at  his  Trade,  being 
a  Carpenter  and  Joiner,  to  fupplv  his  Neceffi- 
ties,  .that  he  might  not  be  burthenfome  to  the 
Church.  After  his  Return  from  Ireland  this 
Year,  finding  Drawings  in  his  Mind,  he  vifited 
Friends  in  Weftmorland  and  Durham,  and  at 
Stockton ,  where  he  was  brought  before  the 
Mayor,  and  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Su¬ 
premacy  were  tendered  to  him  ;  and  becaufe 
for  Confcience-fake  he  refilled  to  fwear,  he  was 
by  him  committed  Prifoner  to  Durham  Goa!, 
and  detained  there  about  two  Months. 

In  the  Year  1685,  he  vifited  Friends  in 
Ireland  a  third  time,  accompanied  by  John 
Bow/lead,  and  had  many  comfortable  Meetings 
here,  finding  a  great  Openaefs  among  the 
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v)  ‘  ' 

People  to  receive  Truth’s  Teftimony,  and  fome 
were  convinced  by  Means  of  their  Miniltry. 

In  the  Year  1 686,  he  came  to  Ireland  the 
fourth  time  ;  and  after  having  vifited  molt  of 
the  Meetings  of  Friends  in  the  Nation,  he 
took  to  'Wife  Joan ,  the  Daughter  of  John 
Cooke ,  and  fettled  at  Limerick ,  Hill  continuing 
diligent  in  the  Exercife  of  his  Gift,  to  the 
Edification  of  the  Churches.  Fie  went  to  the 
next  Half-year’s  Meeting,  and  from  thence  to 
England ,  vifiting  Friends  in  the  North  and 
"Weft  Parts  thereof,  and  London  and  Effex. 

He  continued  at  Limerick  in  the  Year  1689 
and  1690,  in  the  troublefome  Times  of  the 
Wars  between  King  William  and  King  James , 
and  during  the  firit  Seige  ;  but  in  the  Year 
1691,  before  the  fecond  Seige,  while  King 
James's  Army  had  Poffellion  of  the  City,  he 
removed  himfelf  and  Family  to  Cumberland , 
having  been  wonderfully  preferved  through 
great  Dangers  from  the  Rapparees ,  who  then 
harboured  much  in  the  Way  to  Dublin. 

But  notwithlfanding  all  thefe  Troubles,  he 
ftill  continued  laborious  and  fervent  in  Spirit, 
in  vifiting  the  Meetings  of  Friends  ;  and  in  the 
Year  1692,  again  vifited  the  Brethren  in  Scot¬ 
land.  And  in  the  Year  1693  he  returned  to 
Ireland ,  and  fettled  and  continued  hisRefidence 
in  Dublin  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Life  j 
during  which  time,  whilli  of  Ability,  he  fre¬ 
quently  vifited  Friends  in  the  three  Provinces, 
and  fometimes  had  Meetings  in  Places  where 
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do  Meetings  of  Friends  were  fettled.  He 
alio  fometimes  vifited  Friends  in  divers  Parts  of 
England  and  Wales,  and  was  frequently  at  the 
Yearly-meeting  at  London. 

He  was  a  very  diligent  Attender,  not  only 
of  Meetings  for  divine  Worfhip,  where  he  was 
particularly  careful  in  obferving  the  Hour  ap¬ 
pointed,  but  alfo  of  thofe  for  Diicipline,  and 
was  fcarce  ever  abfent,  (unlefs  when  engaged 
in  travelling  elfewhere  on  Truth’s  Service) 
from  the  Province  and  Quarterly  -  meetings, 
until  difabled  by  Infirmity  of  Body. 

He  was  a  Man  of  good  Underffanding, ' 
though  but  little  School  Learning,  of  a  fweet 
Temper,  in  Converfation  pleafant  and  affable, 
an  affectionate  Hufband  and  Father,  a  frequent 
and  fympathizing  Vifiter  of  the  Sick  :  He 
was  a  diligent  and  faithful  Minifter,  and  his 
Labours  were  often  crowned  with  Succefs  to 
the  Convincement  of  many,  fome  of  whom 
proved  ferviceable  and  eminent  in  the  Church, 
and  to  the  Edification  and  Eftablifhment  of 
others. 

In  the  Exercife  of  his  Gift  he  was  clear, 

‘  folid  and  lively,  even  unto  extream  old  Age. 
In  Prayer,  living,  reverent,  weighty  and  con- 
cife  ;  in  his  Deportment,  meek  and  humble, 
not  elevated  by  his  Gifts  and  good  Services  ; 
a  diligent  Reader  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  and, 
in  his  Preaching,  a  faithful  Queter  of  them  ; 
tender  of  the  Glory  of  God,  and  of  the 
Honour  of  our  holy  Principle. 


He 
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He  retained  his  Integrity,  as  well  as  Under- 
ftanding  and  Memory,  to  the  laft.  And  ex¬ 
pired  the  7th  of  the  Twelfth  Month,  and  was 
buried  in  Friends  Burying  Place  in  Dolphins 
Barn-lane ,  Dublin ,  the  10th  of  the  fame,  in 
the  Year  1742,  being  the  Ninety  firft  Year  of 
his  Age,  and  about  the  Sixty  l'eventh  of  his 
Miniftry. 


A  ‘ Tejlimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Birmingham,  concerning  Elizabeth 
Hands. 

Elizabeth  hands,  wife  0f  our 

worthy  Friend  John  Hands  of  Warwick. , 
was  born  on  the  3d  Day  of  the  Third  Month 
1667.  Her  Father  and  Mother  were  both 
convinced  of  the  blefted  Truth  when  fhe  was 
very  young  ;  her  Mother  being  foon  removed 
by  Death,  her  Father  took  Care  to  educate 
her  in  the  Principles  of  Truth,  which  being 
attended  with  a  fteady  walking  in  Faithfulnefs 
to  the  divine  Difcoveries  made  known  to  her, 
fhe  was  well  efteemed  when  young. 

In  the  Year  1687  fhe  was  married  to  the 
aforefaid  John  Hands  ;  and  in  the  Year  1705 
fhe  came  forth  in  publick  Miniftry  ;  in 
which  (he  faithfully  laboured,  to  the  Exhor¬ 
tation,  Edification  and  Comfort  of  the  Church 
of  Chrift  5  and  though  fhe  had  a  large  Family, 
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was  lbmetimes  drawn  forth,  in  the  Love  of* 
Truth,  to  vifit  Friends  in  divers  Parts  of  the 
Nation  :  And  in  her  own  Family  was  a  good 
Example,  not  only  of  Frugality  and  Indufiry^ 
for  the  Support  of  the  fame,  as  becomes  the 
Profeffors  of  Truth,  but  alfo  of  Piety,  Virtue 
and  Zeal  for  the  Promotion  thereof.  Pier 
Stability,  Patience  and  Chearfulnefs,  in  the 
clofeft  Exercifes  and  Trials,  were  very  re¬ 
markable.  She  was  a  true  Sympathizer  with 
thofe  in  Afflictions,  and  often  vifited  fuch, 
both  among  Friends  and  other  Societies,  to 
great  Satisfaction  and  Comfort. 

She  was  frequent  in  fecret  Retirement,  and 
Ready  in  waiting  for  the  Renewal  of  Strength 
from  above  ;  examplary  in  diligently  attending 
Meetings  both  for  Worfflip  and  Difcipline,  in 
which  (he  was  not  an  indifferent  or  lukewarm, 
but  a  lively  Member ;  and  was  often  attended 
with  Tokens  of  Fervency  in  Spirit,  and  of  one 
travelling  in  the  Deeps,  even  when  bodily 
Weaknefs  and  Infirmities  lay  heavy  upon  her ; 
which  Rill  encreafing,  prevented  her  going 
much  abroad  for  fome  confiderable  time  before 
her  laR  Ilnefs,  which  fhe  bore,  about  two 
Weeks,  with  much  Fortitude  of  Mind,  and 
Refignation  to  the  divine  Will,  and  was  ga¬ 
thered  like  a  Shock  of  Corn  in  due  Seafon ;  and 
is,  we  doubt  not,  entered  into  the  Manfions  of 
eternal  ReR  and  Blifs.  ~ 

She  departed  this  Life  ,  the  2d  Day  of  the 
Third  Month  1743,  and  was  interred,  the  5th 

of 


Publick  Friends  deceafed,  tjf 

of  the  fame,  Jn  Friends  Burying  Ground  in 
Warwick ,  in  the  Seventy  lixth  Year  of  her 
Age.  >  A  Minifter  about  Thirty  eight  Years. 


A  ‘ Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Kendal  in  the  County  of  We  dm  or  land,  com 
cerning  William  Williamson. 

HE  was  the  Son  of  our  Friends  fhtnnti Jf 
and  Agnes  Willi amfon ,  of  Bannerig  in 
the  Pari (h  of  Windermore ,  and  County  of 
Wefimorland  j  born  the  7th  of  the  Tenth 
Month  1684.  His  Parents  were  religious, 
and  careful  of  his  Education,  which,  through 
divine  Aid,  had  that  Effed  on  him,  that  as 
he  grew  in  Years,  he  grew  in  Grace,  and  the 
faving  Knowledge  of  our  hleffed  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  for,  when  but  a  Child,  he  witnefled 
the  Influence  of  divine  Virtue  fo  to  operate 

ji 

on  his  Mind,  that  about  the  Seventeenth  Year 
of  his  Age,  he  came  forth  in  a  publick  Tefti¬ 
mony  to  the  Truth,  and  laboured  faithfully 
therein  ;  travelling  through  Cumberland  and 
Scotland ,  in  Company  with  our  Friend  Jjaac 
\ Thompfon ,  in  1704;  and,  in  the  Years  1708 
and  1709,  with  our  Friend  Thomas  Wiljon , 
viiited  the  Weftern  and  Southern  Parts  of  this 
Nation  ;  frequently  attending  the  Service  of 
the  National  Meeeting. 
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He  was  an  able  IVlinifler  of  the  Gofbel,  and 
a  worthy  Elder  in  the  Church  ;  his  Dodrine 
was  found  and  clear,  diftinguifhing  and  di¬ 
viding  the  Word  aright,  according  to  the 
various  States  of  thofe  to  whom  he  had  to 
minifter.  In  Difcipline  he  was  ftrong  and 
weighty,  and  in  the  Execution  thereof  impar¬ 
tial,  which  procured  him  confiderable  Regard 
in  the  Church.  He  abounded  in  Charity  and 
Benevolence,  not  only  to  the  Society,  but  his 
Neighbours  and  Acquaintance,  to  whom  he 
was  Angularly  ufeful  in  Advice,  and  very 
instrumental  in  helping  to  accommodate 
Differences,  thereby  preventing  many  injurious 
and  litigious  Law-fuits. 

He  was  devoted  to  ferve  the  Church  and  his 
Neighbours,  which  gained  him  Efteem  an^ong 
ail  forts  of  People  ;  an  excellent  Example  in  a 
diligent  Care  to  attend  Meetings,  both  for 
Worfhip  and  Difcipline,  wherein  he  wras  grave 
and  folid  ;  and  when  concerned  to  fpeak  in 
either,  it  was  with  Authority,  his  Words  being 
feafoned  with  Grace. 

In  Converfation  he  was  free  and  open, 
W'ithout  Levity,  which  gained  on  all  w'ho  had 
the  Pleafure  of  being  intimately  acquainted 
with  him  ;  the  Confideration  whereof,  renders 
our  Lofs  the  greater,  and  affeds  us  wnth 
Sorrow,  though  not  without  Hope,  being 
fully  Satisfied  it  is  his  eternal  Gain  :  And  there¬ 
fore  are  engaged  to  travail  in  Soul,  and  breath 
forth  earned  and  ftrong  Defires,  that  the  great 

Lord 
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Lord  of  the  Harveft,  who  hath  raifed  up  and 
qualified  many  of  our  antient  Worthies  in  their 
Day,  to  preach  the  everlafting  Gofpei,  and 
promote  good  Order  in  the  Churches,  may 
raife  up  and  qualify  many  more,  to  fill  up  die 
Places  of  thofe  who  are  gone  to  their  Red  } 
that  the  great  Work  of  Reformation  may 
ftill  be  carried  on,  and  Righteoufnefs  be  exalted 
and  cover  the  Earth. 

Our  faid  Friend  was  feized  with  Stitches, 
and  a  Pain  in  his  Brea  ft,  in  the  Fifth  Month 
laft,  which  continued  and  increafed  on  him, 
fo  that  he  gradually  declined  ;  and,  -  being 
fenfible  that  his  Departure  drew  near,  fre¬ 
quently  exprefled  bis  Refignation  to  the  Divine 
Will  ;  and  that,  He  found  his  Love  to  continue 
and  remain  as  firong  to  the  Caufe  of  Truth  as 
ever  ;  in  which  he  often  defired  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  to  his  Friends. 

He  departed  this  Life,  in  great  Quiet  nefs, 
the  2  I  ft,  and  was  interred  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  at  Kendal  the  24th  of  the  Ninth 
Month  1 743,  in  the  Fifty  ninth  Year  of  his 
Age,  his  Corps  being  attended  by  a  great 
Concourfe,  both  of  Friends  and  others,  where 
feverai  living  Teftimonies  were  born  to  the 
Truth,  to  the  Information  and  Edification  of 
many.  And  as  he  was  generally  refpedbed,  lo 
the  Lofs  of  him,  as  appeared  by  the  Coun¬ 
tenances  of  moft  prefent,  was  as  generally 
lamented. 

A  Minifter  about  Forty  two  Years. 

N  2  A  Teftimony 
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Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  cj 
Richmond  in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  John 
Fothergill. 

LTHOUGH  our  dear  and  well  efteemed 


ll  Friend  John  Fothergill ,  removed  himfelf 
and  Family  from  within  the  Compafs  of  our 
Monthly-meeting,  about  eight  Years  before  his 
Deceafe,  and  that  itioft  of  our  ancient  Friends, 
who  .were  of  the  foremoft  Rank,  and  knew 
his  Birth  and  Education,  are  removed  ;  yet 
inafmuch  as  divers  of  us  (though  the  greateft 
Part  of  a  younger  Generati(?n)  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  him  for  many  Years,  and 
favoured  with  fitting  under  many  powerful 
and  living  Teftimonies,  delivered  by  him  when 
among!!  us,  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe 
he  was  one  whom  the  Lord,  in  his  Wifdom, 
faw  good  to  make  ufe  of  for  the  Work  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  fitted  and  qualified  him  by  his 
holy  Spirit,  and  called  him  forth,  when  but 
young,  to  publifh  the  glad  Tidings  thereof  in 
many  Places  ;  to  which  divine  and  inward 
Call  and  holy  Requiring,  he  readily  gave  up, 
and  anfwered  in  Obedience,  and  fuftered  not 
the  Things  of  this  World  to  take  up  his  Mind 
and  Time,  but  in  true  Fervency  of  Zeal,  and 
Love  for  the  Caufe  of  God,  he  Ipent  the  Prime 
of  his  Time  in  vifiting  the  Churches,  when 


and 
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and  where  he  was  pleafed  to  draw  him  ;  and 
by  his  Faithfulnefs  and  unwearied  Labours, 
he  improved  in  his  Gift,  and  grew  eminent  in 
his  Service,  and  more  and  more  in  Favour 
with  God,  and  efteemed  by  his  People  ;  always 
having  a  Regard  to  the  well  approved  Pradice 
of  duly  acquainting  his  Friends,  and  having 
their  Unity  and  Approbation  made  known  by 
Certificate.  And  right  careful  he  was  to 
perform  the  Service  required  with  as  much 
Expedition  as  poflible,  choofing  rather  to  take 
Hardfhip  to  himfelf,  than  to  be  burthenfome 
to  Friends. 

And  in  the  Procefs  of  Time,  he  was  brought 
under  an  Engagement  of  Soul  to  vifit  divers  of 
the  American  Plantations ;  which,  through  the 
Goodnefs  and  favourable  Support  of  that  divine 
Power  which  influenced  his  Heart,  and  re¬ 
quired  the  Service,  he  was  enabled  to  perform 
three  feveral  times  ;  and  good  realon  we  have 
to  believe,  .that  in  them  all  he  difcharged 
himfelf  boneflly  ;  his  Chearfulnefs,  and  com¬ 
fortable  Accounts  at  his  Returns,  feemed  to 
manifeft  it  fully. 

He  alfo  found  it  his  Concern  to  vifit  Friends 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland  feveral  times,  and  had 
good  Service  for  the  Lord. 

His  Teftimony  was  living  and  found,  de¬ 
livered  in  Demonftration  of  divine  Authority  ; 
for  he  handled  not  the  Word  deceitfully,  nor 
endeavoured  to  pleafe  itching  Ears,  or  high 
and  airy  Difpofitions ;  but  like  a  fkilful  Work- 
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man  anu  true  Servant  of  Jefus  Chnft,  waited 
to  be  renewediy  endowed  with  Power  from  on 
high,  by  which  he  was  direded  to  divide  the 
Word  aright,  and  fpeak  home  to  the  States 
and  Conditions  of  the  People  ;  whereby  he 

approved  himfelf  faithful  and  juft  both  to  God 
and  Man. 

He  was  one  that  fhewed  his  Moderation  in 
tiling  tue  Neceftaries  of  Life,  which,  together 
With  his  Plainnefs,  Humility  and  Sincerity, 
tendered  his  Miniftry  the  more  acceptable  and 
convincing.  He  was  a  Man  zealoufly  con¬ 
cerned  for  good  Order,  and  keeping  up  the 
Difcipline  of  the  Church,  and  had  a  good 
Underftanding  refpeding  the  Management  of 
its  Affairs  in  our  Monthly,  Quarterly  and 
Yearly-meetings  ;  of  all  which,  he  was  a 
diligent  Attender  when  at  home  or  in  this 
Nation,  and  we  believe  had  good  Service 
therein.  He  was  a  Man  kind  and  aftifting  to 
his  Friends  by  good  Admonition,  &c.  He 
was  pleafant  and  helpful  to  his  Neighbours 
when  Occafion  required  ;  alfo  a  Man  of  Skill 
and  Xnduftry  in  managing  his  temporal  Affairs 
for  the  Benefit  of  Iris  Family,  over  which  he 
had  a  true  Paternal  Care ;  fo  that  it  may  well 
be  faid,  he  was  a  kind  Hufband,  and  tender 
Father.  His  Prudence  and  Difcretion  gained 
the  Ffteem  of  Perfons  of  fuperior  Stations  in 
the  World. 

M 01  e  might  be  added  concerning  the  Good- 
tiefs  [of  God  manifefted  to  him  in  leveral 
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Refpe&s,  and  his  Faithfulnefs  and  Diligence  in 
the  Performance  of  the  Work  of  his  Day  ;  but 
having  nothing  in  View,  but  that  his  Memory 
may  remain  amongft  the  Righteous,  for  an 
Encouragement  to  Faithfulnefs,  and  tiiat  toe 
worthy  Name  of  the  Almighty  may  he  praifed 
and  magnified  for  ever  and  ever,  fhall  conclude 
with  Defires,  that  the  great  Lord  of  the  Harveft 
may  be  pleafed  to  raife  up  and  fend  forth  many 
more  fuch  faithful  Labourers  in  his  Power. 


A  Tejlimony  from  Knarefborough  Monthly¬ 
meeting. ,  concerning  John  Fothergill. 

PRECIOUS  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord  is  the 
Death  of  his  Saints,  who  are  delivered 
from  the  Evils  and  Dangers  of  Mortality  ; 
and  precious  alfo,  in  the  Eyes  of  his  People, 
is  the  Remembrance  of  them,  and  of  their 
Labours  and  Services  for  promoting  the  Good 
of  Souls,  and  the  {hewing  forth  of  the  divine 
Glory  ;  of  which  Number  was  our  worthy 
and  much  e  deemed  Friend  “John  Fothergill , 
who  was  religioufly  educated  by  his  godly 
Parents  ;  but  in  his  early  Years,  being  made 
fenfible  that  neither  Tradition,  outward  Regu¬ 
larity,  nor  any  thing  fhort  of  inward  Purifica¬ 
tion  of  Soul  and  Spirit,  would  render  him 
acceptable  in  the  Sight  of  the  Lord,  he  gave 
up  his  Heart  to  him,  who,  through  the  effectual 
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Operation  of  ills  divine  Grace,  baptized  and 
gradually  puiified  his  Spirit,  and  prepared  and 
qualified  him  to  be  an  able  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel  ol  Peace  and  Salvation,  who  could  tell 
to  others,  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  his 
Soul  ;  which  he  did  with  an  holy  Zeal  and 
Fervour,  becoming  fuch  as  have  a  deep  and 
weighty  Senfe  of  the  Value  of  Souls,  the 
Dangeis  a.nd  Snares  they  are  environ’d  with  in 
this  State  of  Probation,  and  the  awful  Ma jetty 
of  the  divine  Being  ;  by  the  blefied  Teachings 
pf  whofe  holy  Spirit,  he  grew  in  Experience 
in  the  Myfteries  of  the  heavenly  Kingdom  ; 
£nd  alfo  oifcovered  the  myfterious  Workings 
of  Satan  in  Oppofition  thereto  :  Thus  qualified, 
he  was  frequently  employed  in  detecting  his 
Snares,  in  pointing  out  and  diredfing  to  the 
Way  that  leads  fafely  to  eternal  Reft.  He  was 
quick  of  Apprehenfioq,  and  pf  an  extenfivp 
Capacity  and  deep  Judgment,  and  could  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  aptly  and  ftrongly.  That  holy 
Power  which  cut  Rabat?,  and  wounded  the 
Dragon,  made  him,  at  times,  as  a  (harp  Sword 
againft  Hypocriiy  and  Wickednefs,  and  thofe 
that  held  the  Truth  in  Unrighteoufnefs, 

He  was  a  near  Sympathizer  with  the  AfHidt- 
ed,  a  fteady  Way-mark  to  thofe  that  were 
travelling  towards  Sion,  having  frequently  fu it— 
able  A  a  vice  and  Confolation  to  admin  ifter 
unto  fuch  ;  fo  that  he  might  be  truly  called  a 
nurfing  Father  over  thofe  he  believed  were 
horn  of  God.  He  turned  not  his  Back  in  the 
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Day  of  Battle  ;  was  a  Son  of  Thunder,  and 
alfo  of  Confolation  ;  had  an  awakening,  living 
and  edifying  Teftimony,  wherein  he  laboured 
diligently  and  faithfully,  from  his  firft  being 
anointed  in  his  young  Years,  to  the  Conclulion 
of  his  Days. 

He  travelled  much  in  this  Nation  in  the 
Service  of  the  Gofpel,  fometimes  in  Scotland, 
feveral  times  in  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  thrice 
in  America ,  to  the  Comfort  and  Edification  of 
the  Church,  leaving  Seals  of  his  Miniftry  in 
many  Places  ;  though  in  the  latter  Part  of  his 
time  attended  with  great  bodily  Afflictions, 
under  which  he  vifited  feveral  Places  in  this 
Nation. 

He  was  indeed  a  Man  remarkably  qualified 
and  furnifihed,  both  for  Church  Difcipline  and 
the  preaching  of  the  everlafting  glorious  Gof¬ 
pel  ;  and  of  very  peculiar  Service  in  Monthly, 
Quarterly,  and  General-meetings,  wherein  he 
approved  himfelf  a  wife  and  able  Counfellor, 
and  was  alfo  a  diligent  Attender  of  the  fame. 
Pie  was  exemplary  in  Converfation,  Plainnefs, 
Temperance,  Vigilance  and  Fortitude,  endur¬ 
ing  Afflictions,  doing  the  Work  of  an  Evan- 
gelift,  making  full  Proof  of  his  Miniftry,  be¬ 
ing  a  Workman  that  needed  not  to  be  afhamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  Word  of  Truth.  In  ihort, 
he  was  a  fincere  hearted  Chriflian,  a  living 
Minifter,  a  faithful  Friend,  a  loving  Hufband, 
an  affectionate  Father  ;  and  it  is  our  Faith  and 
firm  Belief,  he  died  in  the  Lord,  hath  refted 
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from  his  Labours,  and  his  Works  do  follow 
him,  who  being  dead  yet  fpeaketh. 

^  I  is  depai  ted  this  Life  at  Knar, ejborough  afore- 
fiid,  the  1310  of  the  Lleventh  Month  ijaa, 
and  was  honourable  buried  in  Friends  Buryine 
Ground  at  Scotten,  near  the  Laid  Town,  the 
15*^  °f  the  fame.  Aged  Sixty  nine  Years, 
having  been  a  Minifter  near  Fifty  Years. 


A  l. Teftimsny  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Norwich,  concerning  Thomas  White. 

HE  was  born,  in  or  about  the  Year  1676, 
in  this  City.  His  Parents  being  of  the 
Church  of  England,  educated  him  in  that 
Way  ;  but  as  he  grew  up  to  Man’s  Eftate, 
finding  ftill  a  Want  in  himfelf,  and  a  Defire 
after  a  nearer  Acquaintance  with  God,  his 
Mind  was  dilpol'ed  to  look  into  feveral  religious 
Societies,  and  at  length  became  convinced  of 
the  Truth. 

After  fome  time,  having  walked  in  an  ex¬ 
emplary  manner,  it  pleafed  God  to  give  him 
a  DifpCnfation  of  the  Gofpel  to  preach,  and 
indeed  he  became  excellently  gifted  ;  and  what 
made  him  appear  the  more  fo,  his  Education 
was  fo  low,  that  he  could  fcarcely  read  ;  yet 
he  afterwards  attained  to  a  great  Knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures  ;  and  this,  accompanied  with 
foiled  Judgment,  and  a  good  Experience  of 
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God’s  Dealings  with  his  Soul,  made  him 
eminently  ferviceable  in  the  Church,  to  the 
building  up  of  many  in  the  moil,  holy  Faith, 
and  likewife  in  convincing  feveral  ;  fo  that 
many  were  the  Seals  of  his  Miniflry.  And 
we  have  to  fay  of  him,  that  he  was  a  faithful 
Labourer,  whuff  his  Strength  remained,  in  the 
Caufe  of  God,  nothing  delighting  him  more 
than  the  Profperity  of  Truth,  and  beholding 
the  Children  of  Friends  coming  up  in  the 
Nobility  thereof ;  to  whom  he  was  often 
drawn  forth  in  a  very  affe&ionate  manner, 
both  in  our  publick  Meetings,  and  in  private 
Converfation, 

When  he  faw  any  running  out  into  fuch 
Liberties  as  our  holy  Profeflion  did  not  allow 
of,  being  afhamed  of  the  Plainnefs  and  Sim¬ 
plicity  thereof,  and  thereby  fhunning  the  Crofs, 
ne  would  labour  with  fuch  in  great  Love  and 
Affedtion,  that  they  might  fee  their  Miftake, 
and  the  Tendency  thereof. 

He  was  zealoufly  concerned,  that  Love  and 
Unity  might  be  preferved  amongft  us,  and 
that  Friends  would  watch  againft  every  thing 
that  might  have  a  Tendency  to  the  contrary, 
knowing  our  Strength  is  therein  ;  and  fo  far  as 
that  Knot  becomes  loofed,  fo  far  we  become 
weakened  :  To  the  laft  of  his  Minifterial  Ser¬ 
vice  he  was  very  preffing  thereunto,  and  that 
all  might  be  concerned  to  end  where  they 
began,  in  Love . 
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tic  was  often  diawn  forth  to  vifit  ths 
Churches  in  this  Nation,  and  once  through 
Scotland ,  in  Company  with  our  dear  Friend 
.jjaac  Picket  ell ;  he  all®  vifited  the  IVleetings 
of  Friends  in  Wales  ;  in  all  which  Places,  we 
have  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  Accounts  re¬ 
ceived,  his  Labours  were  both  acceptable  and 
fqrviceable. 

He  was  aiways  careful,  before  he  undertook 
any  Journey,  to  have  his  Affairs  in  good  Order 
at  home,  that  every  1  hing  in  that  Refpedt 
might  be  favoury  and  of  good  Report  amongft 
his  Neighbours  ;  and  when  his  Service  was 
over,  he  hafted  back  to  his  Family  again,  and 
applied  himfelf  with  great  Induftry  for  the 
Support  thereof. 

Some  few  Years  before  he  died,  a  very  clofe 
Trial  befel  him  in  his  own  Family,  which 
much  affeded  his  Spirits  j  and  though  Friends 
were  very  tenderly  concerned  for  him,  and 
that  he  might  be  preferved  in  his  Service  as 
before,  yet  his  Weaknefs  rather  increafed,  till 
his  Health  became  very  much  impaired,  and 
his  Underftanding  weakened  ;  fo  that  we  fuf- 
fered  the  Lofs  of  him  in  our  Meetings  fome 
time  before  his  Death,  of  which  we  were 
very  fenfible. 

His  laft  Ilnefs  was  fhort ;  an  Alteration  ap¬ 
pearing,  that  threatened  his  Diflolution,  on  the 
26th  of  the  Eleventh  Month  1744,  and  the 
Night  following  he  breathed  his  laft.  And 
We  are  well  fatisfied  he  now  enjoys  the  Reward 
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of  his  faithful  Labours,  his  Soul  being  at  Peace 
with  God  in  his  Kingdom,  where  the  Righ-> 
teous  reft,  and  Sorrowing  is  no  more. 

Aged  about  Sixty  nine,  a  Minifter  upward? 


of  Forty  Years 


A  Tefiimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 


Gifborough  in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  Mary 
Snowden. 

H  E  was  a  Woman  of  a  tender  and 


o  affectionate  Spirit,  much  given  to  HofpL 
tality  ;  charitably  difpofed  to  the  Poor  ;  often 
vifiting  and  fympathizing  with  thofe  under 
Affliction  ;  and  was  induftrious  to  keep  up 
good  Order  in  the  Church,  amongft  her  own 
Sex,  often  fhewing  her  Diflike  of  Self-right 
teoufnefs  in  religious  Performances. 

In  the  Miniftry  fhe  was  not  large,  yet  found 
and  edifying  ;  not  being  forward  to  appear  in 
a  publick  Way,  but  waiting  till  fhe  found 
herfelf  under  a  Neceffity. 

In  her  laft  Ilnefs,  which  was  long  and 
tedious,  fhe  was  deprived  of  the  Ufe  of  her 
Limbs  for  a  confidera'ole  time,  and  attended 
with  great  Pain  and  inward  Weaknefs,  yet  (lie 
behaved  with  much  Chriflian  Patience  ;  often 
gave  good  Advice  to  Friends  and  others,  and 
was  many  times  favoured  with  divine  Confola- 
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*r>  which  was  her  greateft  Support  in  times 
of  Diftrefs. 

Near  the  time  of  her  Departure,  bein'?  in 
full  Refignation  and  Tranquility  of  Mind,  the 
exprefled,  in  much  Sweetnefs,  a  great  Regard 
/or  the  Projperity  of  Truth  j  and  teemed  to  be 
latisfied,  it  would  yet  Jland ,  though  fome  of  its 
Profeffors  were  in  a  declining  Way  :  And 
added,  l  am  now  in  fome  meafure  favoured 
with  a  Taftc.  of  eternal  Joys ;  and  whether  Life 
or  Death ,  it  will  be  well ;  with  many  more 
Heavenly  Expreffions.  So  we  are  induced  to 
believe,  the  had  a  firm  Hope  of  a  glorious 
Change,  and  is  now  at  Reft  with  the  Lord. 

She  died  on  the  ioth  of  the  Sixth  Month 
1745,  and  was  decently  buried  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  at  Kir kby-moor -fide,  in  the 
Fifty  feventh  Year  of  her  Age.  A  Minifter 
about  Twenty  Years. 


A  Tefiimony 
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A  ‘ Tejiimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meettng  oj 
Brighoufe  in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  Tabitha 
Hornor. 

OUR  dear  and  worthy  Friend  'Tabitha 
Hornor ,  was  Daughter  of  the  late  Benia¬ 
min  Hornor  of  Leeds,  Merchant,  and  Chrijiiana 
his  Wife,  by  whom  die  was  favoured  with  a 
religious  Education  ;  during  which,  it  foon 
appeared  that  fire  was  endowed  with  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Capacity,  and  in  a  fhort  time,  made, 
considerable  Advances  in  fundry  Parts  of  ufefui 
Learning;  which  Abilities,  in  procefs  of  time, 
were  greatly  improved  by  the  blefled  Work  of 
Reli  gion  upon  her  Mind  ;  having  in  her  early 
Days  embraced  the  Tenders  of  divine  Love, 
and  undergone  fundry  Difpenfations  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  in  order  for  her  farther  Growth 
and  Experience  in  the  great  Myftery  of  God- 
linefs,  die  became  well  qualified  to  perform 
the  great  and  good  Work  w 'hereunto  fhe 
was  called. 

About  the  Year  1722,  die  was  did  engaged 
in  the  Work  of  the  Minidry,  wherein  fhe 
foon  approved  herfelf  a  Workwoman  that 
needed  not  to  be  afhamed,  and  laboured 
amongft  us  with  confiderable  Opennefs  and 
Acceptance.  And  as  die  increafed  in  the  Gift., 
by  the  Increafe  of  God,  die  became  a  living 

and 
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and  powerful  Inftrument,  and  was  often  called 
forth  to  vifit  the  Churches  ;  once  in  Ireland , 
once  into  Scotland ,  twice  in  Wales,  andfeveral 
times  through  moft  Parts  of  this  Nation.  In 
all  which,  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe 
her  Miniftry  was  well  received,  being  in 
the  Demonftration  of  the  Power  and  Spirit 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
often  had  its  intended  Effedt :  The  Gainfayers 
were  reproved,  the  Carelefs  and  Negligent 
admonifhed,  the  Babes  replenifhed,  and  the 
Weak  confirmed  :  For  indeed  the  Spirit  of  tfie 
Lord  God  was  renewedly  upon  her,  and  fire 
was  gracioully  anointed  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  the  Poor. 

Nor  was  this  her  only  Province  in  the 
Church,  being  Angularly  ferviceable  in  the 
Preparitive,  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Womens 
Meetings  ;  in  which  fhe  laboured  to  promote 
good  Order,  with  a  Difpolition  truly  Chriftian, 
which  rendered  her  Services  therein  not  only 
acceptable,  but  oftentimes  effectual. 

Her  private  Life  was  fo  worthy  of  Imitation, 
that  fhould  we  take  no  Notice  of  it,  we  fhould 
be  wanting  to  Friendfhip  and  Gratitude.  She 
was  affectionately  dutiful  to  her  Parents,  a 
kind  and  fympathizing  Sifter,  and  particularly 
ferviceable  in  managing  fundry  Affairs  which, 
after  her  Father’s  and  Brother’s  Deceafe,  prin¬ 
cipally  fell  to  her  fhare.  In  Friendfhip  fhe 
was  warm  and  fincere  j  and  as  fhe  was  juftly 
prudent  in  the  Choice  of  her  Intinjates,  held 

the 
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the  Unity  in  the  one  Spirit.  She  was  not  only 
capable  to  advife  in  difficult  Cafes,  but  ready 
to  affift  when  fhe  found  it  neceffary  ;  and 
very  liberal  to  the  Poor  :  All  which,  with 
a  prudent  and  virtuous  Life  and  Converfation, 
did  not  a  little  inforce  her  many  great  and 
publick  Services.  - 

We  Cannot  therefore  avoid  being  deeply 
affected  with  the  Lofs  we,  in  particular;  and 
the  Church  in  general,  have  luftained,  humbly 
imploring  Almighty  God,  the  great  Lord  add 
Mafler  of  our  Affemblies,  to  raife  up  and 
qualify  many  more  fuch  able  and  faithful  In- 
ffruments,  for  the  Honour  of  his  Name,  and 
a  Bleffing  to  his  Church  ;  that  all  in  the  End 
might  receive  the  welcome  Commendation  of 
well  done ,  and  become  intituled  to  a  Crown 
of  immortal  Glory,  as  we  doubt  not,  but  this 
our  dear  and  worthy  Friend  is  called  hence  to 
inherit. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  1 6th  of  the 
Twelfth  Month  1746,  and  was  buried  in 
Friends  Burying  Ground  in  Meadow  -  lane , 
Leeds ,  the  19th  of  the  fame,  whither  her  Re¬ 
mains  were  accompanied  by  a  great  Number 
of  Friends  and  others ;  and  after  the  Interment 
a  Meeting  was  held,  which  was  very  lame, 
and  attended  with  a  Stilnefs  and  Gravity  well 
becoming  the  Solemnity  of  the  OcCafion,  and 
feveral  Teftimonies  born  to  general  Satisfaction. 

Aged  near  Fifty  two,  a  Minifter  about 
Twenty  four  Years.  ■  . 

A  ’TeJlimony 
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A  Tejiimony  jrom  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Brigfkts  in  Sedbergh,  concerning  Christo¬ 
pher  Mason. 

HE  was  born  in  the  Parifh  of  Sedbergh, 
and  County  of  York,  defcended  of 
honelf  religious  Parents,  who  carefully  educated 
him  in  the  Way  of  Truth  ;  and  as  he  grew 
in  Years  he  grew  in  Grace,  being  obedient 
thereto,  by  which  his  Underftanding  was 
opened  and  enlarged  ;  and  about  the  Twenty 
fifth  Year  of  his  Age  he  appeared  in  a  publick 
Teftimony,  to  his  Friends  Satisfaction  ;  and 
often  vifited  Friends  in  the  faid  County,  as 
alfo  feveral  adjacent  Counties. 

His  Miniftry  was  frefh  and  living,  and  well 
efteemed  where  he  travelled.  He  was  a  Pattern 
of  great  Humility,  and  adorned  his  Teftimony 
with  an  holy  felf-denying  Life  and  Converla- 
tion  ;  of  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit,  labouring 
much  to  promote  Peace  in  the  Churches  of 
Chrift  ;  extenfive  in  Charity,  yet  far  from 
countenancing  undue  Liberty  in  any  ;  conftant 
in  attending  Firft  and  Week  -  day  Meetings  ; 
often  faying,  that  to  feel  the  Enjoyment  of  the 
Lord’s  good  Prefence,  ’was  his  greatejl  Delight. 

He  often  vifited  his  Friends  and  Neighbours 
in  Affliction,  and  was  of  great  Strength  and 
Encouragement  to  fuch  as  were  ready  to  droop 

under 
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under  their  Troubles,  having  paffed  through 
many  himfelf.  It  may  well  be  faid,  he  was 
ftrong  in  true  Faith  5  for  though  his  Ciicum- 
ftance  was  narrow,  as  to  the  Things  of  this 
Life,  he  would  often  fay,  I  have  enough ,  and 
jhall  never  want.  Hi?  great  and  conftant  Care 
was  for  Heavenly  Treafure  5  and  he  had  as 
much  of  the  Treafure  of  this  World  as  gave 
him  full  Content  in  that  Refpedt  ;  for  which 
he  was  thankful  to  God  the  1  ountam  of  all 
his  Mercies. 


A  'Teftimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Stourbridge  in  the  County  of  Worcefter,  con* 
cerning  Henry  Payton. 

E  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Dudley ,  in 
the  County  of  IVorcefler,  and  educated 
according  to  our  Principles,  his  Father  being 
a  publick  Friend.  He  was  early  vifited  of  the 
Lord,  and  faithfully  gave  up  to  bear  a  Tefti¬ 
mony  for  his  Truth,  dedicating  the  Flower  of 
his  Age  to  the  Service  of  God  and  his  Church. 

He  was  endowed  with  a  good  natural  Capa¬ 
city  ;  and,  by  the  fupernatural  Illumination  of 
the  divine  Spirit  in  his  Soul,  became  an  able 
Minister  of  the  Word  of  Life.  He  travelled 
much  in  his  younger  Years,  vifiting  Meetings  in 
this  Kingdom,  as  alfo  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
the  American  Plantations,  with  the  Unity  and 
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Approbation  of  Friends  here  ;  and  what  he 
had  to  deliver  was  well  accepted,  his  Conduct 
correfponding  with  his  Preaching. 

In  his  Converfation  he  was  rather  referved 
than  talkative  ;  and,  in  Proportion  to  his 
Ability,  extenlively  charitable  to  the  Neceffi- 
tous,  whether  Friends  or  others.  He  was  an 
affedtionate  Hufband,  a  tender  Father,  a  good 
Neighbour,  and  a  fincere  and  valuable  Friend. 
And  though  in  his  latter  Years  he  was  much 
afflidled  with  bodily  Infirmities,  fo  that  his 
publick  Service  in  the  Church  was  thereby 
prevented,  yet  he  retained  his  Integrity  to  his 
Maker  to  the  laft  ;  and  would  often  exhort 
his  Family,  above  all  Things,  flridlly  to  regard 
the  internal  Dictates  of  the  Divine  Monitor , 
•which  can  never  he  removed  into  a  Corner  ; 
which  would  be  a  Guide  to  them  in  all  the  Duties 
oj  their  fever al  Stations  :  And  then,  to  obferve 
all  the  good  Orders  ejlablijhed  in  our  Society  ;  by 
which  they  would  come  to  enjoy  that  Peace  and 
Serenity  of  Mind  which  the  Righteous  pofefs>  in 
this'  prefent  Life ,  as  an  Earnefl  oj  that  eternal 
Felicity ,  which  the  great  Lord  and  Governor  of 
the  TVorld  hath  prepared  jor  all  them  who  truly 
love  and  fear  him . 

Much  more  might  be  related  of  this  our 
worthy  Friend,  but  we  rather  chufe  Brevity, 
and  only  further  inform  you,  that  he  departed 
this  Life,  in  a  quiet  refigned  Frame  of  Spirit, 
the  29th  of  the  Seventh  Month  1746,  aged 
near  Seventy  five  Years.  His  Body  was  interred 
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in  Friends  Burying  Ground  in  Dudley ,  the  ift 
of  the  Eighth  Month,  being  attended  by  a 
great  Number  of  Friends  and  others,  when 
divers  living  Teftimonies  were  delivered. 


A  ' Teflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  in 
Monmouthfhire,  concerning  Evan  Be  van. 


Mark  the  perfett  Man,  and  behold  the  Upright, 
for  the  End  of  that  Man  is  Peace.  Pfal.  xxxvii.  37. 

T!  H  E  17th  Day  of  the  Second  Month 
1746,  departed  this  Life  our  dear, 
'worthy,  innocent  Friend,  Minifter  and  Elder, 
Evan  Bevan,  aged  about  Sixty  feven  Years. 
His  Father’s  Name  was  Charles  Bevan,  of 
Lantwit  Uardre  in  Glamorgan  fire,  who  gave 
him  a  liberal  Education  at  Oxford,  where  he 
made  a  great  Progrefs  in  various  Parts  of 
Literature. 

After  he  left  Oxford,  being  duly  qualified, 
he  pradtifed  the  Law  in  Glamorgan  fire,  where 
he  ferved  and  executed  the  Office  of  Deputy- 
Sheriff  with  much  Reputation  ;  yet,  after  lome 
time,  it  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to  vifit  our 
faid  Friend  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  he 
being  caff  down,  as  into  the  Deep,  in  Anguifh 
and  Sorrow,  until  after  long  Mourning  and 
various  Baptizings,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  in 
Mercy  to  bind  up  the  bruifed  Reed  with 

O  3  Strength, 
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Strength,  fo  that  he  feemed  to  be  brought 
forth  pure  as  Gold  /even  times  refined,  and 
made  a  chofen  Veflel.  And  finding  Unity  in 
ins  Spirit  with  thofe  of  the  Society  called 
Quakers,  he  joined  himfelf  in  Fellowfhip  with 
them  ;  as  appears  more  fully  by  an  Epiftle  of 
his,  publifhed  in  Seidel's  Hiftory  of  the 

Quakers,  page  705,  under  the  Name  of  Evan 
y evens. 

He  was  concerned  as  a  Minifter  about 
Twenty  Years,  not  made  fo  by  Man,  altho’  he 
was  brought  up  in  the  Languages  and  Sciences 
of  Men,  but  by  a  real  Experience  of  the  Power 
of  Truth,  and  through  the  Demonftration  of 
the  Gofpeh 

Oh  !  in  what  an  awful  weighty  Frame  of 
Mind  we  have  feen  him  fit  in  Meetings,  folidly 
feeding  on  the  Bread  of  Life,  which  the  World 
knows  not  of ;  and  when  Words  flowed  from 
his  Lips,  they  were  fweet  as  the  Honey-comb, 
and  feafoned  with  the  divine  Salt  ;  which, 
with  his  innocent  Deportment,  affedted  the 
Hearts  of  the  Hearers,  unlefs  grown  cold 
through  the  Love  of  the  World. 

He  was  prefiing  with  Friends,  to  be  faithful 
towards  God,  in  the  various  Branches  of  our 
Chriftian  Tejiimony  ;  specially,  to  keep  clear 
from  that  Antichriftian  Yoke  of  Tithes ;  the 
Upholding  whereof,  is  an  indirect  Denial  of  the 
Coming  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrijl , 
who ,  by  tie  one  acceptable  Sacrifice  of  the  offering 
himfelf  upon  the  Crofs ,  made  Atonement  to  God 
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the  Father ,  brought  Mankind  from  under  the 
Law,  and  put  an  End  thereto,  with  all  Types 
and  Shadows.  He  would  often  remind  Frien  0 
to  be  thankful  to  God ,  for  the  manifold  Mercies 
received  and  enjoyed ;  more  efpecially  in  tots 
time  of  our  uninterrupted  meeting  together,  m 
order  to  perform  divine  W orfbip  ;  and  likewife, 
to  confider  what  Hardfhips  and  Sufferings  our 
worthy  Antients  were  expofed  to  on  this  Account. 

His  Words  were  few  and  favoury,  his 
Teftimony  fhort  ;  which  was  a  Wonder  to 
fuch  as  knew  him,  and  expedted  long  Dif- 
courfes,  and  eloquent  Orations;  yet  he,  through 
divine  Affiftance,  confounded  the  Wifdom  of 
the  Wife  of  this  World,  who  therein  know 
not  God.  Fie  would  mod  Nights  wait  in 
filence,  together  with  his  Family,  and  the 
Scholars  who  lodged  with  him,  and  would 
advife  them  to  that  Practice,  laying  before 
them  the  Benefit  thence  accruing. 

He  kept  a  School  in  Friends  Meeting-houfe 
in  Pontimoyle,  for  about  Thirty  five  Years, 
and  confcientioufly  refufed  to  teach  any  of  the 
Heathen  Authors  ;  however,  he .  brought  up 
many  in  the  ufeful  Parts  of  Literature,  as 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Geography,  with  various 
Branches  of  the  Mathematicks  ;  mod  of  which 
time  he  was  Clerk  to  our  Meeting,  and  was  a 
tender  nurfing  Father  in  Ijrael ;  very  conde¬ 
scending  and  forbearing  with  thofe  who,  by 
undue  Meafures,  had  juftly  deferved  the  Cen- 
fures  of  the  Church.  Sometimes  his  mild 

O  4  Behaviour 
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Behaviour  has  reached  and  convinced  the  Dif- 

obedient,  and  brought  them  to  a  Senfe  of  their 
Out-goings, ;  • 

We  do.  not  remember,  that  he  mill  the 
Opportunity  of  one  Meeting,  unlefs  through 
Sicknefs.  He  had  a  great  Love  for  Friends, 
and  would  vilit  thole  who  were  indifpofed. 
We  had  intire  Love  and  Goodwill  to  him,  as 
a  cordial,  fincere  Friend,  and  as  an  Elder  and 
Pihat  in  the  Church,  who  was  worthy  of 
double  Honour.  His  Memory  is  dear  to  us, 
and,  being  dead,  he  yet  fpeaketh.  He  did  not 
loid  it  over  the  Church,  i although  his  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Vv  ifdom,  both  fpiritual  and  natural, 
might  have  entiiuled  him  to  bear  rule  ;  but 
being  clothed  with  the  Spirit  of  Meeknefs  and 
Patience,  he  would  condefcend  to  the  weakeft 
Member,  in  Charity,  Goodwill  and  pure  Love ; 
thereby  plainly  demonftrating  whofe  Difcin!e> 
Pc  was  .  i  ea,  a  noble  Pattern  and  Example 
was  he  :  His  Condudt  kept  pace  with  his 
Dodrine,  and  with  the  Principles  he  made  a 
Profeffion  of.  He  was  no  Refpeder  of  Perfons, 
yet  his  Comerfation  was  tree  and  agreeable, 
chiefly  tending  to  I nlirudion  and  Edification. 

-  He  having  denied  himfelf,  and  taken  up  the 
-Crofs,  to  the  Riches,  Honours  and  Preferments 
;of  this  World,  with  the  Pomps  and  Pleafures 
theieof,  defpiled  the  Shame,  looking  forward, 
in  I  atience,  to  the  Prize  .of  the  high  Calling 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  is.  .the  Recompence  of 
Beward  5  in  Hope'  of'  which,  the  humble 
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contrite  Soul  is  enabled  to  perfevere  in  Fear 
unto  the  End. 

We  queftion  not,  but  our  Lois  is  his  great 
Gain  ;  and  that  now  his  Spirit  enjoys  the 
Crown  of  Reft  and  Peace,  which  is  laid  up  in 
ftore  for  the  Righteous  in  the  Manfions  of 
Glorv,  where  there  needs  not  the  Light  of  the 
Sun  or  Moon,  for  the  Glory  of  God  is  the 
Light  thereof. 

His  Body  was  interred  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  at  Pontimoyle ,  and  was  attended  to  the 
Grave  with  Decency  and  Gravity,  by  a  great 
Number  of  moil  Perfwafions  and  Degrees. 


\  r  (  1  >  -  \  \  ■ 

A  Yeftimony  from  the  Yearly  -  meeting  at 
Aberdeen,  concerning  Robert  Barclay. 


OBERT  BARCLAY,  oiUry,  eldeft  Son 
of  the  Author  of  the  Apology,  was 
born  at  Aberdeen  the  25th  of  the  Firil 
Month  1672. 

As  he  had  the  Advantage  of  the  Precepts 
and  Example  of  his  worthy  Father  and 
Mother,  as  well  as  that  of  his  Grand-father, 
fo  it  made  a  feniible  Impreflion  upon  him,  in 
his  early  Years,  much  to  their  Comfort.  He 
was  fcarce  out  of  his  Infancy,  when  he  dis¬ 
covered  an  Heart  devoted  to  Religion.  After 
he  had  been  a  while  educated  at  home,  in  the 
Eleventh  Year  of  his  Age  he  accompanied  his 
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Parents  to  London ,  where  he  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  George  Fox,  and  other  eminent  Friends, 
who  rejoiced  to  tee  to  hopeful  an  Appearance 
in  the  Son  of  fo  worthy  and  honourable  a 
Father.  He  was,  at  that  time,  left  to  the 
Tuition  of  George  Keith,  to  be  educated  with 
him  at  his  School  at  Lheobalds ,  where  he 
remained  about  a  Year,  and  then  returned  to 
Scotland. 

In  his  Sixteenth  Year,  he  went  again  with 
his  Father  to  London  :  Having  been  a  con- 
fiderable  time  at  Wind/or,  at  the  King’s  Court, 
where,  on  Account  of  his  Father’s  Intereft, 
which  created  many  Dependents,  he  was  much 
carefled  ;  yet  then,  as  well  as  through  his 
whole  Life,  his  Converfation  was  clean  and 
void  of  Offence  ;  and  he  may  be  truly  laid, 
to  have  remembered  his  Creator  in  the  Days  of 
his  Youth. 

It  was  efpecially  obferved,  after  his  Father’s 
Death,  that  as  he  grew  in  Years,  he  dedicated 
himfelf  more  particularly  to  the  great  Work 
of  Religion  ;  which  Concern  ever  remained 
with  him. 

About  the  Twenty  fecond  Year  of  his  Age, 
his  Mouth  was  opened  in  a  publick  Manner  to 
praife  his  Maker,  and  to  preach  the  everlafting 
Gofpel ;  which  he  continued  to  do  to  the  End 
of  his  Time,  being  upwards  of  Seventy  five 
Years  old. 

As  he  had  a  ferious  and  living  Senfe  of 
Religion,  fo  he  laboured  to  propagate  the  fame 
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in  others  ;  and  his  humble,  meek  Behaviour, 
his  remarkable  Charity  to  the  Poor,  and  other 
amiable  Qualities,  correfponded  well  with  his 
Dodrine.  His  Teftimcnies  were  not  tedious  to 
the  Hearers,  nor  unfeafonably  delivered  ;  what 
he  faid,  being  the  Eflfed  of  his  Duty,  knowing 
he  was  anfwerable  for  the  Talents  leccived# 

He  often  vifited  Friends  in  London ,  and 
feveral  Parts  of  England  and  Scotland  •  Once 
he  went  with  Andrew  J affray,  by  Invernefs , 
to  the  High-lands,  having  Meetings  as  they 
paffed  along,  where  no  Friends  had  ever  been 
before.  He  never  flinched  from  what  he  was 
convinced  was  his  Duty  ;  particularly,  at  the 
publick  Meeting-place  of  the  Pariflt  where 
he  lived  in,  where  he  was  concerned,  to  warn 
the  People  to  come  out  of  their  Forms,  and  turn 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  whom,  if  they  did  look  unto 
in  Faith,  they  jhould  as  certainly  be  healed,  as 
thoje  off'  old  were,  who  looked  m  Faith  towards 
the  brazen  Serpent  which  Mofes  cauffed  to  be 
lifted  up  in  the  Wildernefs. 

In  the  Year  1708,  one  Garden,  a  learned 
and  much  followed  Preacher  at  Aberdeen , 
tainted  with  Rourignoniftn,  having  in  his  Wri¬ 
tings  inveighed  againft  Friends  Principles, 
Robert  Barclay  wrote  a  notable  Anfwer,  inti¬ 
tuled,  A  ferious  Addrefs  to  the  well-meaning 
Followers  of  Antonia  Bourignon  ;  which 
had  fo  good  an  Efted,  being  printed  and  dif- 
perfed  among  a  great  many,  that  the  Sed 
afterward  dwindled  much  away. 

About 
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About  the  Seventieth  Year  of  his  A  we,  he 
wiote  a  Imall  1  reatife  concerning  Faith  ; 
and  after  his  Death  there  was  found  about  a 
Sheet  of  Paper,  wrote  with  his  own  Hand, 
upon  Charity.  It  was  thought  his  Sicknefs 
prevented  his  enlarging  upon  fo  good  a  SubjeCt ; 
lot  about  two  Years  ago  he  contracted  a 
Weaknefs,  from  which  he  never  quite  re¬ 
cover’d  j  though,  when  he  was  able,  was 
diligent  in  vifiting  the  Meetings  of  Friends,  in 
the  adjacent  Places,  and  in  a  fincere  meek 
F ratne  of  Mind  waited  for  his  Change  ;  and 
when  much  afflicted  with  Sicknefs,  he  ufed  to 
repeat, • — Not  his,  but  the  Lord's  Will  be  done 
in  every  Thing  :  And  a  fhort  Space  before  he 
was  Speechlefs,  one  handing  by  his  Bedfide 
whifpered  to  another,  thinking  he  had  not 
heard  it,  that  flee  was  Jiirprifed  to  feel  fuch  a 
Sweat  upon  him  ;  he  anfwered,  as  with  a  ftrong 
Voice,  This  is  the  Sweat  that  comes  before 
Death  ;  and  I  (hall  now  j'oon  be  among  the  Spirits 
of  juft  Men  made  perj'ecl.  Which  was  among 
the  laft  cf  his  lixpreffions  ;  for  he  afterwards 
flept  away,  and  expired  about  the  feventh 
Hour  in  the  Morning  of  the  27th  of  the  Firft 
Month,  at  his  Houfe  of  Springhalt,  and  was 
interred  on  the  ift  of  the  Second  Month  1747, 
in  the  Family’s  Burying  Place,  in  the  Prefence 
of  moft;  Friends  in  the  North  of  this  Kingdom, 
with  feveral  of  the  Gentry  who  were  his 
.Relations,  and  alfo  his  own  Tenants,  in  the 
plain  decent  Manner  he  himfelf  prefcribed, 
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jl  T eftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Leominfter  in  Herefordfhire,  concerning 
William  Osborn. 


'AVING  a  Concern  to  fay  fomething  in 

____  _  remembrance  of  our  worthy  deceafed 

Friend  and  Elder,  William  OJborn ,  we  hope, 
it  will  be  edifying  to  others,  as  he  was  well 
known  to  be  a  found  and  powerful  Gofpel 
Minifter  ;  and  fo  careful  not  to  move  without, 
or  exceed  his  Commiffion,  as  rendered  him. 
truly  a  good  Example. 

He  was  alfo  of  Inch  an  exemplary,  fweet, 
inoffenfive  and  felf-denying  Life,  as  demon- 
fixated  him  to  be  a  true  Follower  of  the  holy 
Lamb  of  God  ;  and  made  an  intimate  Ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him  very  pleafant,  as  Several 
of  us  can  witnefs  ;  to  whom,  in  his  laft  Ilnefs, 
he  fpoke  very  incouragingly  of  the  Goodne/s 
of  God,  and  expreifed  a  particular  Satisfaction 
in  hearing  a  faithful  Teftimony  again  ft  the 
Payment  of  ‘ Tithes  ;  on  which  Account  he  had 
been  a  great  Sufferer. 

He  is,  we  doubt  not,  entered  into  eternal 
Reft  with  the  Blsffed,  and  his  Memory  1 
mains  dear  to  us.  He  departed  this  Life  tJ  . 
1  5th  of  the  Eighth  Month  1747.  Aged  about 
Seventy  eight,  a  Minifter  upwards  of  Forty 
Years. 
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A  Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Hitchin  in  the  County  of  Hertford,  concerning 
Mary  Ransom. 


WE  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  give  in 
this  Teftimony  concerning  our  dear 
and  worthy  Friend  Mary  Ranfom  of  Hitchin , 
deceafed,  who  was  educated,  and  refted  in  the 
meer  Profeffion  of  the  Truth,  till  about  the 
Twenty  firfl  Year  of  her  Age  ;  when  it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  awaken  her  by  the  powerful 
Vilitation  of  his  Love,  by  which  the  became 
inwardly  convinced  of  Sin,  feeling  the  Terrors 
of  the  Lord  for  it  ;  and  being  made  fenfible 
that  the  Axe  muff  be  laid  to  the  Root  of  the 
corrupt  Tree,  and  that  every  Plant,  which 
was  not  of  the  Heavenly  Father’s  planting, 
muff  be  rooted  up,  became  willing,  in  the  Day 
of  his  Power,  to  deny  herfelf  of  thofe  capti¬ 
vating  Baits  of  youthful  Pleafure  and  Vanity, 
which  had  before  but  too  far  betraved  her. 
into  a  Conformity  to  the  vain  Cuftoms  and 
Fafhions  of  this  prefent  evil  World. 

But  when  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  Son 
in  her,  and  to  give  her  an  effectual  Touch  and 
Call  by  his  Grace,  the  plainly  faw,  no  Fig-leave 
Covering  of  a  formal  Profeffion,  no  Excuie  nor 
Delay,  no  Reafoning  with  Flefh  and  Blood, 
would  avail  in  his  Sight,  before  whom  all 
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Things  are  open  and  naked,  who  is  a  jealous 
God,  and  will  not  admit  of  any  Rival  in  the 
Minds  of  his  Servants  ;  fo  that  being  brought 
into  the  Obedience  of  the  Crofs,  fhe  knew  it 
to  be  an  acceptable  Time,  and  a  Day  of  Salva¬ 
tion  to  her  Soul  ;  fo  that  thofe  Things  which 
had  been  taking  to  the  natural  Part,  now 
became  to  her  as  Drofs  and  Dung,  that  Hie 
might  win  Chrift,  and  be  efpoufed  to  him, 
the  Bridegroom  of  her  Soul,  in  the' Covenant 
of  Life  and  Peace.  And  as  the  Lord  was  thus 
pleafed  to  reach  and  vifit  her,  in  her  young 
and  tender  Years,  it  appeared  by  her  future 
Progrefs,  that  the  Grace  of  God  was  not 
bellowed  on  her  in  vain  ;  for  as  die  was  faithful 
in  the  little  received,  it  was  blefled  with  an 
heavenly  Increafe  ;  fo  that  having  her  Candle 
lighted,  her  Houfe  fwept  and  fet  in  order,  fhe 
was  then  able  to  call  to  others  to  rejoice  with 
her,  faying,  Come  and  Jed  the  Weight  of  that 
Power ,  and  fee  that  Light  that  has  Jhewed  me 
all  that  ever  I  have  done ,  is  not  this  the  Chrijl  f 
She  foon  became  fkilful  in  the  Word  of 
Righteoufnefs,  and  an  able  Minifter  of  the 
everlafting  Gofpel  ;  being  of  ftrong  natural 
Faculties,  and  thefe  truly  fan&ified  by  the 
Heavenly  Gift,  render’d  her  Miniftry  the 
more  acceptable.  Her  Miniftry  was  plain  and 
powerful,  and  had  often  a  very  great  Reach 
on  the  Meeting,  and  tended  very  much  to 
gather  the  Minds  of  People  to  the  Gift  of  God 
in  themfelves. 


Testimonies  concerning 

o 

She  hid  a  Gift  oi  Dilcerning  iurpafhng 
many  ;  lo  that  the  Wolf  in  Sheep’s  Clothing 
fcarcely  efcaped  when  it  came  in  her  Way  j 
which  was  manifested  by  her  reprehending  and 
detecting  many  Impoftors,  in  the  Authority  of 
the  Truth. 

She  travelled  in  the  Labour  of  the  Gofpel, 
when  young,  into  the  North  of  England  and 
Scotland  ;  alio  into  the  Weft  and  Eaftern  Parts 
of  this  Nation,  and  into  divers  adjacent  Coun¬ 
ties  ;  and  often  to  the  City  of  London  :  In 
which  Vi  fits  we  believe  She  had  good  Service. 

She  was  an  excellent  Example  in  attending 
Meetings  for  Worfhip,  both  on  Firft  and  other 
Days,  and  a  diligent  Promoter  of  wholfome 
Difcipline  and  good  Order  in  the  Church  ; 
for  which  fhe  had  a  peculiar  Talent,  being  as 
careful  to  prevent  Differences,  as  fne  was  to 
heal  and  compofe  them.  She  was  valiant  for 
the  Truth  upon  Earth,  and  not  afraid  to  face 
its  Enemies  ;  yet  although  fhe  was  bold  in  the 
Lord’s  Caufe,  in  this  fhe  manifefted  herfelf  a 
Difciple  of  Jefas,  in  that  fhe  was  clothed  with 
a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit. 

She  has  often  refrefhed  the  Lord’s  Servants 
in  their  Travels,’  being  always  deflrous,  in 
Concurrence  with  her  Hufband,  to  entertain 
Strangers,  and  always  to  affift  and  help  them. 

She  was  an  affectionate  Wife,  a  loving 
Mother,  and  a  kind  Neighbour  :  fo  that  her 
Removal  will  be  fenfiblv  felt  bv  many,  in 

whole 
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whole  Minds  her  Memory  is  fweet,  and  her 
Teftimony  ftill  lives. 

Towards  the  latter  Part  of  her  time,  fhe 
laboured  under  many  Infirmities  and  great 
Afflictions  of  Bodv,  which  fhe  bore  with  a 
becoming  Refignation  ot  Mind  ;  often  corn-* 
memorating  the  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  of  God 
to  her  in  her  young  Years,  and  continued  to 
her  till  the  Decline  oi  Life  ;  expretling  her 
great  Satisfaction,  that  (he  had  done  her  Day's 
Work  in  the  Day  time .  So  quietly  departed 
this  Life  in  Peace  with  the  Lord,  and  in  Unity 
with  his  People,  the  4th  Day  of  the  Tenth 
Month  1747,  and  was  buried  in  Friends 
Burial  Ground  at  Hitchin  the  gth  Day  follow¬ 
ing.  Aged  about  Sixty  five,  a  Minifler  about 
Forty  Years. 


The  Tefiimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Edenderry  in  Ireland,  concerning  Mongo 
Bewley. 

ATeftimony  lives  in  our  Hearts,  to  the 
Memory  of  this  faithful  Elder  and 
Minifler  of  Chrift,  his  Removal  being;  a  great 
Lofs  to  the  Church  in  general,  and  to  us 
in  particular  ;  having  devoted  himfelf  to  the 
Service  of  Chrift  our  Lord,  leaving  all  for  his 
fake  when  called  thereto,  and  freely  giving;  up 

P  *  himfelf 
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himfelf  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  the  Promo¬ 
tion  of  Piety  in  the  Earth. 

He  was  Son  of  Tl  horn  as  and  Margaret  Re  w  ley, 
of  W oodhall  in  Cumberland  \  born  the  3d  of 
the  Fourth  Month  1677.  He  was  favoured 
in  his  young  Years  with  a  tender  Vifitation  of 
the  Love  of  God  :  And  fo  great  became  his 
Concern  to  get  out  to  Week-day  Meetings, 
that  we  find,  among  his  Papers,  one  which 
was  written  by  him,  in  the  time  of  his  Ap- 
prenticefhip,  to  his  Mafter;  earheftly  requeu¬ 
ing,  either  to  know  his  Work ,  that  he  might 
make  Preparation  againjl  the  Meeting-time ,  or 
be  allowed  to  pay  for  the  Time,  after  his  Ap¬ 
prentice  fhip  expired . 

He  came  over  into  this  Nation,  and  fettled 
within  the  Compafs  of  this  Meeting  ;  and  as 
he  farther  grew  in  the  faving  Knowledge  of 
the  Truth,  he  received  a  Difpenfation  of  the 
Gofpel,  not  long  after  his  coming  hither, 
whereof  he  became  a  living  and  powerful 
Minifler  ;  being  made  inftrumental  to  the 
Exaltation  of  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  the 
Honour  of  his  great  Lord,  the  Edification  of 
his  Church  and  Heritage,  r^he  tendering  of  the 
Spirits  of  the  Honefl-hearted  ;  and  many 
times,  with  confolating  Sweetnefs,  to  the 
reviving  and  healing  the  afflidted  and  wounded 
in  Spirit. 

Fie  was  diligent  in  attending  Meetings  for 
Worfhip  and  Difcipline,  at  home  and  abroad  -9 
and  concerned,  that  others  might  be  fo  too  ; 

often 
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often  lamenting  the  Lukewarmnefs  of  fuch  as 
could  negledt  this  Duty,  and  that.  declined  a 
due  Attendance  of  Week-day  Meetings. 

He  feveral  times  crofted  the  Sea,  to  vifit 
Friends  in  England ,  Scotland  and  IV ales ;  once 
to  Holland ,  and  once  to  America  ;  in  which 
latter  Journey  he  was  abroad  about  two  Years, 
and  wherein  we  find,  by  Accounts  from  feveral 
Parts  of  that  Continent,  he  had  good  Service 
for  the  Lord,  and  was  very  acceptable  to 
Friends,  and  left  a  good  Savour  behind  him, 
both  in  his  Miniftrv  and  Condudl.  For  indeed 
we  may  lay,  his  grave,  Fo lid,  weighty  Beha¬ 
viour,  adorned  his  Minidry. 

He  always  travelled  in  Truth’s  Service  with 
the  Unity  and  Approbation  of  Friends  ;  and 
was  careful,  when  abroad,  not  to  make  the 
Gofpel  chargeable  or  burthenfome  ;  nor  to 
over-ftay  the  time  of  his  Service.  And,  when  at 
home,  was  induftrious  and  careful  in  Bufinefs ; 
wherein  the  Lord  profpered  his  Undertakings, 
and  enabled  him,  not  only  to  provide  plenti¬ 
fully  for  his  Family,  but  alfo  to  do  Good  in 
his  Neighbourhood,  and  gain  Efteem  by  his 
confcientious  and  upright  Dealings  in  Com¬ 
merce  and  Converfe.  Thus  he  preached  well 
at  home  divers  Ways.  He  was  careful  to  train 
up  his  Children  in  the  Nurture  and  Admo¬ 
nition  of  the  Lord  ;  and  was  of  good  Service 
in  viliting  the  Families  of  Friends,  wherein 
he  was  often  drawn  forth  in  great  Love,  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  Youth,  to  exhort  and  encourage 

P  z  them 
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them  to  make  choice  of  that  good  Part ,  which 
would  be  an  everlafing  Portion  to  them  who 
retain  it  to  the  End . 

He  was  helpful  to  Friends  in  this  Nation, 
in  the  Difcipline  of  the  Church  •  for  which 
Service  he  was  well  qualified,  and  furnifhedx 
with  a  good  Underffanding  and  found  judg-* 
liieni,  being  alio  zealous  tor  good  Order,  the 
Peace,  of  the  Church,  and  maintaining  the 
Teftimony  of  Truth,  againft  wrong  Things 
and  undue  Liberty  3  having  often  a  Word  of 
Advice  and  Count'd,  pertinent  and  fuitable  to 
the  Matter,  in  the  Authority  of  Truth,  to 
deliver  in  thofe  Meetings 3  wherein  he  feemed 
in  his  elder  Years,  to  be  fomewhat  of  an  Awe 
and  Check  on  forward  Spirits,  but  an  Encou- 
rager  of  that  which  was  of  the  right  Birth. 

lie  was  of  a  noble  Mind  and  chearful  Dif- 
pofition  3  pleafant  and  edifying  in  Converfa-* 
tion  3  liberal  and  open-hearted  to  Friends  and 
others  3  a  tender  Sympathizer  with  the  Afflidl- 
ed,  the  Widows  and  Fatherlefs  3  a  nurfing 
Father  to  young  Travellers  in  the  Way  to 
Sion ;  yet  not  hafty  to  lay  Hands  on  thofe  who 
were  more  in  Shew  than  Sub  [lance,  being  endued 
in  a  good  degree  with  the  Spirit  of  Difcerning. 
He  was  a  Man  of  Integrity  and  Firmnefs,  like 
a  fixed  Pillar  3  deliberate  and  careful  in  form¬ 
ing  a  Judgment  of  Things  that  concerned  the 
Good  of  the  Society,  and  not  apt  to  be  toffed 
to  and  fro,  or  eafily  turned  afide  therein  3  and 
yet  we  have  particularly  to  remark,  that  he 
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Was  an  humble-minded  Man,  often  fignifying 
his  own  Fears  refpedling  himfelf,  and  his 
earned:  Delire,  that  he  might  hold  out  to  the 
End  ;  and  that  he  might  not  die ,  or  decay ,  as 
to  the  Truth,  in  old  Age.  And  we  have  no 
Doubt  of  his  Defire  being  anfwered,  for  his 
Candle  burned  bright  to  the  lad:  ;  being  very 
fweet  and  lively  in  his  Teftimony  in  our 
Week-day  Meeting,  the  Day  before  he  took 
his  lad:  Ilnefs,  which  held  not  quite  three 
Days,  wherein  he  departed  quietly  out  of  this 
Life,  and,  we  doubt  not,  is  entered  into  the 
Habitation  of  the  Righteous,  there  to  fing  high 
Praifes  to  the  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb,  who 
is  worthy  for  ever. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  3d  of  the  Third 
Month  1747,  and  was  buried  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  near  Edenderry,  accompanied 
both  by  his  Neighbours  and  Friends,  from 
many  Parts  of  Linder  Province,  the  6th  of  the 
faid  Month.  In  the  Seventieth  Year  of  his 
Age,  having  been  a  Minifter  about  Forty  Years. 
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A  T ejhmony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Colchefter  in  the  County  oj  Effex,  concerning 
Elizabeth  Dennis. 

ELIZABETH  DENNIS,  of  Layer-Brei- 
&  ton ,  near  Colchefter ,  was  defcended  from 
honeit  Parents.  She  was  vifited  in  the  early 
Part  of  her  time,  and  made  willing  to  bend  to 
the  powerful  Work  of  the  Crofs  of  thrift, 
when  fhe  was  very  young  ;  by  Virtue  whereof, 
ftie  came  to  be  fo  fitted  and  prepared,  as  to  be 
made  a  Vefiel  lit  for  the  Ufe  of  him  who  had 
vifited  her. 

About  the  Twentieth  Year  of  her  Age,  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  call  her  to  the  Work  of 
the  Mini  ft  ry  ;  to  which  Call  fhe  gave  up  in 
Faithfulnefs,  and  dilcharged  herfelf  of  the 
Talent  committed  to  her  Trull,  in  the  Inno- 
cency  and  Simplicity  of  the  Truth,  to  the 
.Edification  and  Comfort  of  manv,  and  to  the 
ft irring  up  of  feme  who  were  negligent. 

She  travelled  feveral  times  through  the 
Weftern  and  Northern  Parts  of  this  Nation, 
as  well  as  the  Counties  adjacent  ;  and  once 
through  Scotland ,  as  far  as  is  inhabited  by 
Friends  $  in  all  which  her  Travels  fhe  wras 
very  diligent  in  halting  forward,  with  as  much 
Speed  as  poftible,  notwithftanding  fhe  was 
attended  with  much  bodily  Weaknefs  ;  and 

great 
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great  was  her  Care,  that  {he  might  not  make 
the  Gofpel  chargeable. 

She  was  innocent  and  inoffenfive  in  her 
Converfation,  and  had  but  low  and  mean 
Thoughts  of  herfelf ;  by  reafon  of  both  which 
Qualifications,  fhe  gain’d  the  Favour  of  many, 
and  had  a  great  place  in  the  Hearts  of  honelt- 
minded  Friends. 

She  was  an  Example  of  Piainnefs  and 
Humility,  as  alfo  of  Frugality  and  Induftry 
when  at  home  in  her  Bufinefs,  ufing  Diligence, 
both  early  and  late,  that  {he  might  have 
wherewith,  by  the  Work  of  her  own  Hands, 
to  adminifter  to  her  own  Neceffities,  and  not 
be  burthenfome  to  any  :  And  although  her 
Income,  by  her  Labour,  was  but  final!,  yet 
would  fhe  caft  in  her  Mite,  according  to  her 
Ability,  for  the  Relief  of  others,  and  was  a 
conftant  Attender  of  the  Meetings  fettled  for 
that  Purpofe.  And  although  her  Company 
was  much  deified  by  many,  yet  {he  could 
not  be  free  to  leave  her  own  home,  unlefs  of 
Neceffity,  either  to  vifit  the  Churches,  or  upon 
the  Account  of  her  Bufinefs. 

Towards  the  latter  Part  of  her  time,  fhe 
was  feized  with  the  Palfey ,  lofing  wholly  the 
Ufe  of  one  Side,  and  her  Speech  in  great 
meafure,  and  was  a  great  Part  of  her  Time 
confined  to  her  Bed  ;  yet  notwithftanding  her 
Confinement  and  Pain  was  hard  to  bear,  the 
was  fupported  and  carried  through  it  with 
Cbrijliah  Patience  and  Refignation  ;  although 

P  4  fhe 
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flie  could  not,  fometimes,  but  earneflly  defire 
to  be  removed  hence  from  her  painful  A fflitt  ions  ; 
yet  i willing  to  f'ubmit  to  the  Will  of  the  Almighty . 

She  departed  this  Lite,  in  a  quiet  Frame  of 
Spirit,  the  3d  of  the  Third  Month  1748,  and 
was  buried  the  8  th  of  the  fame,  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  at  Coptford.  Aged  upwards 
of  Sixty  three,  a  Minifter  Forty  three  Years 


A  Tefhmony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Ouftwick  in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  Thomas 
Smith. 


TH  I  S  our  dear  Friend  was  born  at 
Groiindhill-houfe ,  in  the  Parifh  of  Old - 
borough ,  a  Place  within  the  Compafs  of  this 
Meeting,  on  the  27th  of  the  Sixth  Month 
2670,  and  died  at  Owjkmck  the  2d  of  the 
Second  Month  1749,  and  was  buried  the  3d 
of  the  fame,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at 
Owflwtck,  aged  Seventy  eight  Years,  feven 
Months  and  three  Weeks. 

He  was  defeended  from  believing  Parents, 
had  a  religious  Education,  and  was,  we  believe, 
from  his  Childhood,  inclined  to  that  which  is 
good  ;  and  in  due  time  it  pleafed  the  Almighty, 
in  his  great  Love  to  Mankind,  to  fit  and 
qualify  him  for  the  Work  of  the  Miniflry, 
in  which  he  laboured  diligently,  and,  we  be¬ 
lieve  faithfully,  according  to  the  Gift  received, 
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for  the  laft  Twenty  feven  Years  of  his  Life  ; 
and  was  often  made  inftrumental  in  ftirring  up 
the  pure  Gift  in  many,  and  had  frequently  a 
Word  of  Encouragement  to  ali  thofe  whofe 
Faces  were  turned  £7«z-ward,  advinng  them  to 
Faithfulnefs  and  Perfeverance,  wherein  their 
Reward  would  be  fure.  He  was  alfo  compaf- 
fionately  tender,  and  frequently  concerned  to 
call  to  the  backward  and  backfliding  Ones  to 
repent,  (hewing  them  the  Neceffity  of  Rege¬ 
neration,  and  the  abfolute  Need  of  Holinefs, 
without  which,  none  (hall  fee  God  to  their 
Comfort  :  And  it  may,  with  great  Juftice  be 
faid  of  him,  he  was  an  Ornament  to  his  Pro- 
feffion  ;  being  particularly  concerned  to  adorn 
his  Dodtrine  by  a  true  Chriftian  Converfation, 
wherein  he  did  (hine  more  confpicuoufly  than 
in  Words  :  His  Dodtrine  was  found,  tender, 
and  to  Edification.  Much  more  might  be 
wrote  on  his  Behalf,  but  as  we  don’t  defire  to 
write  long  Encomiums,  (hall  only  add,  he  was 
a  tender  Father,  a  very  affectionate  Hufband, 
and  kind  Friend  ;  and  in  his  Dealings  amongfi: 
Men  remarkably  juft.  To  thofe  in  Diftrefs 
very  humane  ;  one  of  the  beft  of  Neigh¬ 
bours  ;  and  in  all  Things  feem’d  to  do  as  he 
would  have  others  do  todiim. 


Some 
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Some  Jccount  of  the  Sicknefs  and  Death  of 

Thomas  Smith,  with  jorne  of  his  Expreficns 
in  the  Time  of  his  Tine/s. 


TT'^"  the  latter  Part  of  his  time,  he  often 
laboured  undei  divers  oodily  Infirmities, 
“  and  was  fometimes  afflided  with  the  Stone 
S£  or  Gravel ;  and  on  the  21ft  of  the  Firft 
Month  1748,  in  the  Evening,  had  a  Fit  of 
<c  an  Ague ,  and  about  Midnight  was  feized 
e!  with  an  entire  Stoppage  of  Urine,  which, 
“  notwithstanding  he  had  the  Advice  of  a 
“  Phyfician,  continued  till  he  died,  being 
“  above  eleven  Days  ;  in  all  which  time 
“  he  was  endued  with  lingular  Patience,  to 
“  undergo  fo  great  Afflidion,  in  a  State  of 
“  Contentment  and  Refgnation  to  the  divine 
“  Will ;  as  he  divers  times  exp  relied  to  thofe 
“  about  him. 

“  On  the  fir  ft  Day  of  his  Ilnefs,  to  a  Friend 
“  who  fat  by  him,  he  ilgnified,  that  He  was 
“  under  great  Afflidlion  ;  and  if  it  were  the 
“  Lord’s  Will  to  remove  him  by  it ,  he  was  well 
“  content ,  having  not  been  fort  in  plainly  ad- 
“  vifng  and  warning  thofe  he  had  been  among ; 

“  that  as  the  Lord  had  in  fame  degree  made 
“  him  as  a  Watchman,  he  had  faithfully  dif- 
“  charged  his  Trufl  therein,  and  had  then  Peace 
“  in  it,  being  clear  of  the  Blood  of  all  Men  ; 

“  and 
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4C  and  that,  through  the  Lord's  Mercy,  his  Life 
“  and  Converfation  had  been  fuch ,  that  he  could 
44  recommend,  as  a  Pattern  to  follow,  to  thofe  j 

“  amongfl  whom  he  had  laboured  in  the  Miniflry.  i 

■  “  The  next  Day,  feme  Friends  coming  in 

“  to  fee  him  after  the  Week-day  Meeting, 

■i  and  one  faying,  He  had  thought  him  not  well 
“  by  his  not  being  there  ■,  he  replied.  That  he 
44  had  not  been  fort  in  attending  Week-day 
“  Meetings,  while  the  Lord  gave  Ability  ;  but 
44  he  believed  his  Day's  V/ork  was  now  done ; 

44  and  he  was  freely  refigned  to  the  Lord's  Will, 

44  whether  in  Life  or  Death  ;  but,  as  his  Af- 
4  4  fliftion  was  great ,  he  rather  chofe  to  be  releaf- 
“  ed,  if  the  Lord  jaw  meet. 

“  On  the  Firft-day  following,  many  Friends 
“  being  in  the  Room  in  Stilnefs  by  him,  he 
“  raifed  himfelf  on  his  Bed,  and  fpoke  a  few 
“  Words  of  Exhortation,  in  a  very  folid  and 
“  weighty  manner,  advinng  To  dwell  near  the 
4  4  Lord,  in  order  to  be  truly  prepared  for  their 
44  Change ;  and  when  they  took  Leave  of  him, 

44  he  fignified  his  Senfe  of  their  Kindnefs  in 
44  vifiting  him ;  defiring  the  Lord  might  reward 
44  them  when  they  came  to  fuch  a  Time.''1 


L  j  II 

A  \ Tejlimoii J 


220  Testimonies  concerning 

<t> 


A  Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Thirfc  in  Yorklhire,  concerning  Rachel 
Proud,  formerly  Kenderah. 


SB  E  was  defcended  of  believing  Parents, 
neat  Utlfuale  in  the  Pan fh  of  Kehnfey  in 
Tor kf ou  e  ;  and  having  a  religious  Education, 
and  an  early  Vifitation,  fhe  came  to  be  reli- 
gioully  inclined,  and  was  concerned,  in  Since- 
rity,  to  feek  the  Lord  in  her  young  and  tender 
Years,  in  order  to  be  acquainted  with  him  and 
Tiuth  ;  and  in  this  Condition  it  pleafed 
him,  who  is  the  Father  and  fountain  of  all 
our  Mercies,  and  the  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfedt  Gift,  who  is  full  of  Companion,  and 
will  not  with-hold  from  thofe  who  feek  him 
in  Sincerity,  to  open  her  Undemanding,  by 
which  the  came  acquainted  with  him  and  his 
1  ruth,  and  by  taking  need  thereto,  the  wit- 
neffed  a  Growth  in  the  fame  ;  and  before  the 
was  Seventeen  Years  of  Age,  tire  was  concerned 
to  bear  a  publick  Teftimony  for  him  who  had 
thus  viiited  her  in  Mercy  ;  and  although  her 
Appearance  at  firft  was  but  final!,  yet  her 
Innocency  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  greatly 
edifying  to  Friends  ;  and  being  faithful  there¬ 
unto,  the  experienced  an  Improvement  therein, 
like  the  profitable  Servant  ;  and  found  that 
Saying  of  Chrift  to  be  true,  Unto  every  one  that 

hath 
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bath  fhall  be  given ,  and  they  J, hall  have  Abun¬ 
dance  :  Thus  was  her  Gift  enlarged,  until  fhe 
became  a  living  and  powerful  Minifter. 

In  her  publick  Service  (lie  was  not  wont  to 
appear,  unlefs  fhe  evidently  felt  T  ruth  to  open 
her  Way.  She  was  a  good  Example  to  the 
Youth,  her  Life  and  Converfation  agreeing 
with  her  Miniftry  ;  a  conflant  Attender  of 
Meetings,  both  on  Firft-days  and  other  Days, 
She  was  one  who  greatly  defired  the  Profperity 
of  Truth,  and  was  zealoufly  concerned  for  the 
propogating  of  the  fame,  and  travelled  much. 


towards  the  latter  End  of  her  Time,  upon  that 
Account.  She  vifited  moll  of  the  Meetings  in 
England,  and  was  once  in  Ireland  ■,  in  which 
Journeys  we  had  a  good  Account  of  her  and 
her  Service,  Friends  fpeaking  very  lovingly  and 
tenderly  of  her,  and  greatly  defiring  to  fee  her 
again. 

Much  might  be  faid  concerning  this  our 
Sifter  and  Labourer  in  the  Vineyard  of  the 
Lord,  who  is  now  taken  from  u's,  to  our  great 
Lofs,  but,  we  truft,  to  her  eternal  Gain, 

She  departed  this  Life,  we  believe,  in  much 
Peace  with  the  Lord,  the  9th  of  the  Sixth 
Month  1749,  and  was  buried  at  Ehirjk  the 
j  ith  of  the  fame.  Aged  Thirty  one,  a  Minifter 
Fourteen  Years  and  uowards. 
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An  Abjlraci  of  the  Teftimony  from  the  Mem- 

Meeting  cf  Cork  in  Ireland,  concerning 

George  Bewley. 

E  was  the  Son  of  George  and  Mary 
Bewley,  of  Ive-gill  in  Cumberland.  The 
Lord  was  pleafcd  early  to  vifit  his  Soul,  and 
incline  his  Mind  to  feek  after  Purity  and 
Hoiinefs  ;  and  about  the  Thirtieth  Year  of  his 
Age  he  received  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry.  His 
Appearance  therein  was  to  our  Edification  and 
Comfort,  he  being  found  in  Dodrine,  and  an 
humble  Waiter  upon  the  Lord  in  our  religious 
Meetings ;  and  zealoufly  concerned,  that  good 
Order  and  Difcipline  fhould  be  maintained  in 
the  Church,  the  Lord  having  gifted  him  for 
that  Service. 

He  was  a  loving  Huiband,  a  tender  Father, 
a  good  Example  in  his  Converfation  and  Con- 
dud,  of  few  Words  in  his  Dealings,  and  juft 
therein  ;  faithful  to  his  Word  and  Promife, 
and  careful  to  keep  out  of  the  unnecefiary 
Incumbrances  of  this  Life. 

Fie  was  a  frequent  Attender  of  our  Quarterly 
and  Province-meetings,  alfo  the  National  Half- 
year’s-meetings,  as.  they  fell  in  courfe,  whilft 
of  Ability  of  Body  ;  and  fometimes  attended 
the  Yearly-meeting  at  London.  He  alfo  feveral 
times  vifited  mod  of  the  Meetings  of  Friends 
in  this  Nation,  and  fome  Parts  of  England, 

Scotland 
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Scotland  and  Wales ,  in  the  Work  of  the 
Miniftry. 

He  was  feveral  Years  affiidted  with  great 
Weaknefs  of  Body,  which  he  bore  with  great 
Patience  ;  and  fignified  to  Friends  who  vifited 
him,  his  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Church  ;  and  reminded  them  of  the  great  Zeal 
and  Care  that  was  upon  Friends  formerly ,  that 
all  Things  might  be  kept  clean  ;  and  of  their 
Diligetice  in  attending  Meetings  for  Worjhip 
and  Difcipline  ;  with  Sorrow  obferving,  great 
Coolnefs ,  in  this  RejpcB ,  to  prevail  in  thefe 
Days  ;  and  that  it  was  his  great  Comfort ,  now 
in  his  Afflicfion  of  Body,  that  he  had  been  in  the 
Prabiicc  thereof ;  which,  he  fa  id,  was  all  little 
enough,  having  done  but  his  Duty  therein . 

He  was  preferved  in  a  refigned  Frame  of 
Mind  to  the  Will  of  God,  waiting  for  his 
great  Change  ;  yet,  with  Submiffion  thereto, 
delired  to  be  removed  to  where  the  Wicked  ceafe 
from  troubling,  and  the  Weary  are  at  reft.  He 
departed  this  Life,  in  great  Peace  and  Quiet- 
nefs,  the  1  ith  of  the  Twelfth  Month  1749, 
in  the  Sixty  fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  havknr 
been  a  Minifler  Thirty  fix  Years.  ° 

And  though  we  are  forrowfully  a  fit  died 
with  the  Removal  of  fo  Ready  an  Elder,  and 
ferviceable  Man,  yet  it  is  a  Comfort  to  us, 
that  we  have  Caule  to  believe  he  is  gone  to 
eternal  Red,  among  the  Spirits  of  juft  Men 
made  perfect,  to  praife  the  Lord  God  and  the 
Lamb,  who  is  worthy  for  ever.  Amen. 

A  Tefimony 
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A  Teflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Hartfhaw  in  the  County  of  Lancafter,  con- 
cer mng  William  Taylor,  of  Manchefter. 

HE  was  defcended  of  believing  Parents, 
near  old  Meldrum  in  Aber deenfhire  in 
Scotland ;  from  whence,  about  the  Twenty  fir  ft 
Year  of  his  Age,  he  removed  to  Stonebive  near 
,Urie,  where  he  refided  a  few  Years  ;  during 
which  time,  he  appeared  in  a  publick  Tefti- 
mony,  which  was  acceptable  to  Friends,  as 
appeared  by  the  Recommendation  given  by 
them  to  this  Monthly-meeting,  when  he  came 
to  fettle  amongft  us  ;  and,  as  he  advanced  in 
the  Improvement  of  his  Gift,  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  to  vifit  Friends  in  his  native  Country 
feveral  times,  in  Ireland  once,  and  likewife 
fome  Parts  of  this  Nation,  we  hope  to  his  own 
Peace,  and  the  Advantage  of  thofe  among 
whom  he  laboured.  We  efleemed  him  an 
honeft  and  faithful  Minifter  ;  his  Life  and 
Converfation  were  in  a  good  degree  blamelefs 
and  inoffenfive.  He  was,  when  at  home,  dili¬ 
gent  in  his  Bufinefs,  that  he  might  not  make 
the  Go'fpel  chargeable  ;  and  exemplary  in  the 
Attendance  of  Meetings,  and  often  therein 
gave  Exhortations  to  the  Comfort  and  Edifi¬ 
cation  of  Friends, 
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During  his  lad  Ilnefs,  which  continued  iom§ 
Weeks,  he  was  conducted  with  much  Patience 
and  Refignatiop  to  the  divine  Will,  though  his 
bodily  Pain  was  great.  And  from  the  Abound- 
ings  of  divine  Love,  which  often  fill’d  his  Soul, 
he  vyas  concerned  fervently  to  advife  many  of 
thofe  who  vifited  him,  to  maintain  the  Unity, 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  Bond  of  Peace  ;  and,  to 
avoid  an  inordinate ,  or  over  anxious ,  Pur/iat  of 
worldly  Things,  that  they  might  be  preserved  to 
his  Glory  ;  with  many  other  lively  Exhorta¬ 
tions  at  feveral  times.  And  not  long  before 
his  Death,  fignified,  his  great  Satisfaction, 
under  a  Senfe  of  the  divine  Prefence  and  Favour  j 
and  laid,  He  had  feen  clearly ,  and  would  have, 
it  known ,  that  the  true  Miniflers  of  God  muji 
not  feek  or  defire  any  Gifts ,  Rewards,  or  Honour 
front  Men,  nor  any  'Thing  in  lieu  thereof ;  but 
in  true  Humility  wait  in  the  pure  Fear  of  God , 
and  under  the  Fixer  cl fe  of  their  Gifts ,  if  ever 
they  obtained  his  Approbation.  He  fignified 
likewife  his  Satisfaction,  in  having  done  his 
Days  Work,  and  that  bis  Peace  was  Jure  in 
the  Lord  in  which  comfortable  Affurance,  he 

i  m  .  *  #  ;  1  <  7 

quietly  departed  this  Life  the  3d,  and  was 
decently  buried  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  in 
Manchester,  the  6th  Day  of  the  Fird  Month 
1749,  the  Solemnity  being  evidently  favoured 
with  that  divine  Prefence  which  had  been  his 
Strength  in  the  Time  of  flea  1th,  and  Comfort 
in  the  Decline  of  Life,  to'the  folid  Satisfaction 
of  many  prefent,  and  Succour  of  his  neared 
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Friends.  Aged  Thirty  eight,  a  Minifte? 
Sixteen  Years. 

An  Account  of  fame  Exprejjions  and  Advice , 
given  by  William  Taylor  aforefaid,  not  lorn 
before  his  Death ,  viz. 

One  Evening,  feveral  Friends  being  come  to 
vifit  him,  he  faid,  “  Some  of  them  had  feen 
“  him  very  weak  at  times,  but  never  fo  much 
“  reduced  as  then  ;  that,  conlidering  his  pre- 
“  fent  Situation,  he  could  not  but  fay,  it  had 
“  feemed  defirable  to  have  continued  a  few 
“  Years  in  the  World,  but  was  now  ready  to 
“  think  his  time  would  not  be  long.”  He 
was  going  to  fay  fomething  further,  but  was 
interrupted  by  the  Enterance  of  more  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  next  Evening,  feveral  Friends  being 
again  fitting  by  him,  he  expreffed  his  Gladnefs 
and  satisfaction  in  their  Company,  and  that 
he  was  never  more  united  in  Love  to  his 
Friends  than  at  prefent;  he  fbmetimes  thought, 
he  had  a  new  Heart  given  him  to  love  them  ; 
and  faid,  e-  As  I  had  it  on  my  Mind  to  ex- 
“  prefs  laft  Evening  :  I  have  feen  there  is  a 
“  Vanity  which  vexeth  the  Soul,  that  more  or 
<c  lefs  lurketh  about  mofc  of  us,  even  about 
<c  well-minded  People,  which  in  the  time  of 
“  Health  and  Strength,  would  boaft  it  ft  1  f  and 
“  be  thought  well  of  by  others ;  but  when  the 
“  Hand  of  God  is  upon  us  in  Affliction  of 
-  '  :  '  “  Body, 
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«?  Body,  we  fee  it  to  be  Chaff,  that  muft  be 
?£  winnowed  away,  before  we  can  be  fitted  fon 
<{  that  pure  Reft  :  For,  Oh !  Friends,  it  i$  a 
<£  pure  holy  Reft  ;  and  none  but  purified  and 
“  refined  Souls  can  ever  be  admitted  to  enter; 
‘c  into  it.  It  hath  of  late  been  a  fearching 
“  Time  to  me  I  have  had  to  recoiled  fomp 
“  Paffages  of  my  Life,  which  have  long  beep 
“  unthought  of,  but  they  have  now  been 
“  l'earched  out,  and  brought  to  Judgment  t 
“  For,  Oh  !  I  have  been  fo  much  of  the  Purity 
££  of  that  Reft,  that  I  have  often  been  afraid 
££  of  late,  left  I  fliould  not  be  enough  refined 
£f  to  obtain  an  Admittance  into  it  ;  and  have 
“  earneftly  defired,  that  nothing  might  remain^ 
«c  but  what  might  bear  the  divine  Hand  ip 
££  Judgment :  And  though  I  have  been  pre- 
“  ferved  in  a  good  degree  of  Sincerity,  accord- 
££  ing  to  my  Mpafure,  fo  that  I  have  nothing 
to  charge  myfelf  with  on  that  Account  ;  yet 
I  know  and  fee  all  this  is  nothing  to  truft  in, 
“  nothing  but  divine  Mercy  ;  and  I  fee  clearly 
"  the  great  Need  I  have  of  a  Mediator,  in 
whom  I  have  a  comfortable  Hope  :  To  look 
upon  the  Separation  of  Soul  and  Body  by 
fc  Death,  feems  a  dark  fhady  Thing  :  I  have 
often  remembered  thofe  Expreffions  of 
“  David, — Though  I  walk  through  the  Valky  of 
£‘  the  Shadow  of  Death ,  1  will  fear  no  Evil ; 
“  Death  feems  a  gloomy  Thing  to  human 
“  Nature,  which  is  ready  to  fhrink  at  the 
Profpedt  of  it  j  but  Oh  !  the  Hope  that 
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David  had  is  a  fine  Thing  :  If  the  Guardian 
“  Angel  of  his  Prefence  do  but  conduct  us 
“through  it,  all  will' be  well  j  and  this  I 
“  think  I  may  fay,  I  have  a  fixed  and  com- 
“  fortable  Hope  in.  ,1  have  no  certain  Senfe, 
“  whether  I  fhall  at  this  time  be  removed,  or 
“  not ;  that  I  leave  to  infinite  Wifdom,  and 
“  hope  I  can  truly  fay,  I  am  entirely  refigned 
“  to  the  divine  Will.  My  greateft  Concern 
“ on  my  own  Account  is,  left  I  fhould  not 
“  bear  the  Sharpnefs  of  my  Pain  with  fuch  a 
“  Degree  of  Submiffion  and  Patience,  as  I 
“  have  defired  to  do  j  and  am  afraid  it  fhould 
“  unhinge  my  Thoughts  from  looking  fo  fted- 
“  faftly  to  the  divine  Objedt,  as  I  hope  I  have 
“  done  of  late.  It  is  a  fine  Thing  for  thofe 
“  that  are  young,  to  remember  their  Creator 
“  in  the  Days  of  their  Youth,  before  the  evil 
“  Day  come,  and  the  Time  in  which  the  Soul 
“  knows  no  Pleafure  :  The  evil  Day,  I  take 
“  to  be  the  Time  of  2YfiHi<ftion  or  Pain  of 
“  Body  ;  Health  and  profperous  Circumftances 
“  in  Life,  feem  like  Days  of  Sun-fhine,  wherein 
“  we  are  too  apt  not  properly  to  confider  our 
“  latter  End  ;  but  a  Day  will  come,  when  all 
will  find  the  World  to  be  a  Cheat,  a  meer 
f<  Shadow,  a  Delufion,  and  not  to  be  trufted 
in  or  relied  upon. 

“  I  remember  the  laft  time  I  had  any  Con- 
H  corn  to  fpeak  in  a  publick  Meeting,  I  had 
‘‘  to  mention  this  Expreffion,  which  was  then 
“  very  much  illuftrated  in  my  View,  —  The 

“  Righteous 
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Righteous  hath  Hope  in  his  Death  ;  little  ap- 
“  prehending,  at  that  time,  it  would  to  foon 
“  be  my  Lot,  to  think  fo  much  about  it  ; 
“  however,  I  find  it  to  be  a  comfortable  Truth. 
“  I  have  laboured,  I  think  I  may  lay,  honefilv 
“  amongft  mv  Friends  in  this  Meeting,  ac- 
“  cording  to  the  Underftanding  given  ;  and 
“  can  truly  fay,  with  one  formerly,  1  have 
“  coveted  no  Man's  Silver  or  Gold ,  but;  it 
“  pofiible,  that  I  might  be  inffrumcntal  to 
“  gather  Souls  to  God.” 

At  another  time  he  faid,  “  Our  vvorthy 
“  Friends  might  well  recommend  it,  that  all 
“  might  endeavour  to  keep  the  true  Unity  of  the 
“  Spirit  in  the  Bond  of  Peace  ;  and  we  who 
“  fometimes  are  concerned  to  advife  others, 
c<  what  Need  have  we  to  be  careful  to  main- 
“  tain  this  pure  Unity,  and  to  he  watchful  left 
“  any  Thing  of  Self  get  up,  that  would  appear 
“  fomething,  and  be  thought  well  of  by  Man, 
“  and  would  boaft  itfelf,  and  be  thought  to 
“  exceed  others  ?  If  this  be  givea  way  to,  it 
“  will  confequently  lead  to  infinuate  Things  to 
“  hurt  and  lefien  the  Service  of  others.  All 
“  this  I  have  feen  to  be  meer  Chaff"  that  muft 
“  be  winnowed  away,  if  ever  we  be  approved 
“  of  by  the  Almighty. 

“  I  have  of  late  been  very  much  united  in 
11  Love  to  my  Friends,  and  have  looked  with 
“great  Compaflion  *and  Tendernefs  towards 
“  thofe  who  have  'been  drawn  afide  ;  and. 
“  earneftly  defire  -that  thofe,  who  are  con- 
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cerned  to  labour  with  fach,  may  do  it  iri 
the  Spirit  of  Love  and  Tenderhefs,  which 
,,  only  can  gain  upon  them,  in  order  that  they 
“  in  ay  be  reftored  into  the  Unity  of  the  Body, 
tc  Wherein  is  received  that  Noiirilhment  which 
**  pre'ferves  alive  the  Members  thereof ;  and 
,te  that  none  may  look  at  the  Weaknels  of 
others,  with  an  Eye  that  would  feek  and 
‘£  ftfh  for  Faults.  I  have  leen  fo  much  of  my 
“  own  Weaknefs,  and  the  great  Need  I  have 
“  had  of  the  compaffionate  Regard  of  the 
*c  Almighty,  that  I  have  been  induced  to  look 
cc  with  great  Pity  and  Tendernefs,  even  to- 
“  Wards  Tranfgreflofs  ;  and  I  believe,  if  we 
u  be  truly  lenhble  of  ohr  own  Weaknefs,  it 
<5‘  Will  lead  us  to  look  after  this  manner  one 
4£  towards  another  ;  and  if  we  hear  or  obferve 
“  little  Faults,  we  fhall  not  delight  to  expofe 
5‘  or  aggravate  them,  but  rather  feek  to  help 

“  end  w'atch  over  one  another  for  Good. 

\  • 

"I  have  often  oblerved  with  Grief,  and  fo 
‘  have  fome  of  you,  the  great  Lofs  which  our 
Sdciety  hath  fuffered,  by  a  too  anxious  Purfuit 
e(  and  grafping  after  the  World  and  the  Things 
“  of  it,  in  many,  in  order  to  appear  great,  and 
;<{  that  their  ’Posterity  might  have  large  Pof- 
4<  feilions.  Some  who  have  even  tailed  of  the 
Love  of -God,  by  faffering  their  Minds  to  be 
5<  enfnared  and  entangled,  have  infenlibly  loft 
“  ground  in  Religion,  and  gone  on,  by  degrees, 
5t  till  they  have  almolt  loll  -the  Relifh  of  it. 
H(  I  very  much  delire  that  this  may  never  be  the 
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unhappy  Circumftance  of  any  of  us  ;  for  we 
«  have  tafted  of  this  divine  Sweetnefs,  and  it 
“  has  at  times  been  far  more  precious  than  any 
“  of  thefe  fading  tranfitory  Things.” 

And  having  been  ftill  for  fome  time,  he  faid, 

«  In  the  Lord’s  Prefence  there  is  Quiet  indeed ! 

“  I  could  fcarcely  have  thought,  that  fuch  a 
“  Foretafte  of  divine  Favour  could  have  been 
‘‘  enjoyed  whilft  in  thefe  Bodies,  and  I  could 
“  have  been  glad  to  have  gone  in  it  ;  but  not 
“  my  Will,  but  thine  O  Lord  be  done.” 

At  another  time  he  faid,  “  I  have  often 
«  confidered  the  great  Advantage  that  thofe 
“  have  had,  who  have  been  religioufty  educated 
<{  in  our  Society  ;  and  happy  will  it  be  for  luch, 
“  who  make  a  right  Ule  of  it.  Many  and 
“  great  Favours  we  receive,  by  the  Miniftry  of 
“  thofe  whom  divine  Providence  hath  qualified 
l£  to  labour  amongft  us  ;  and,  in  a  particular 
“  Manner,  we  in  this  Meeting  have  been  emi- 
“  nently  favoured  of  late  ;  notwithftanding 
“  which,  if  any  fhould  be  fatisfied  with  hear- 
£t  ing  and  profefiing,  and  with  having  the 
“  Name  of  Religion,  and  appearing  orderly 
££  amongft  Men,  and  yet  be  Strangers  to  the 
££  Life  and  Virtue  thereof  in  their  own  Hearts, 
££  they  will  find  themfelves  miferably  difap- 
“  pointed  at  laft.  Oh  !  it  is  a  fine  Thing  to 
“  have  Religion  fo  near  us,  as  to  have  our 
Hearts  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  Fear  of 
££  God  :  I  have,  through  Mercy,  found  the 
<£  Comfort  and  Adw  tage  of  it,  in  this  Time 
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^ '  t  •  ” 

“  bf  Bodily  Affli&ion  :  It  hath  adminiflered 
“  more  Relief  than  all  my  Friends  could  do. 
“  What  could  it  avail  me  now,  if  I  had  a 
Houle  full  of  Silver  or  Gold  to  look  at  ?  It 
could  not  afford  the  leaf!  degree  of  that 
r  Comfort  and  Peace  of  Mind  I  now  enjoy, 
r  ^  ^ave  Many  times  thought^  that  I  am  more 
"at  liberty,  and  my  Mind  more  compofed 
,**  and  eafy>  to  leave  the  World,  than  if  I  had 
**  a  grcat  deal  in  it.  I  have  wanted  nothings 
f  but  have  had  every  T.  hing  neceflaiy  and  Fu it— 
j  aBle  for  me,  and  am  much  more  free  from 
Cumber  than  if  I  had  abundance  to  leave 
“  behind  me. 

<►  *  .  * 

‘ 5  When  I  have  at  times,  for  fome  Days 

part,  been  concerned  to  fpeak  a  little  to  my 
Friends,  by  way  of  Advice,  I  have  been 
“  much  refreshed  both  in  Body  and  Mind.  It 
Rems  to  alleviate  my  Pain  and  Affliction  of 
‘c  Body  %  and  if  it  pleafe  divine  Providence  to 
“  number  me  to  my  Grave,  nothing  feems  to 
lay  in  my  Way  I  have  nothing  but  Peace 
“of  Mind,  and  doubt  not  but  his  merciful 
u  Care  will  be  extended,  and  be  my  Conductor 
“  through  the  fhadowy  Profpedt  of  Death  ; 
<c  and  I  have  a  fixed  Hope,  that  divine  Good- 
“  nefs  will  vifit  this  Meeting  in  an  extraordi- 
ct  nary  Manner,  And  though  there  may  be 
“  fome  whofe  Vriews  are  much  confined-,  and 
“  their  Pimuks  flrongly  after  the  Things  of 
e<  this  Life  ;  a  Time  will  come,  when  fuch 
c<  will  be  lhaken,  and  have  a  clear  Sight  of 
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the  Vanity  and  Emptinefs  of  the  Woiid, 
which  is  really  a  Cheat  and  a  Delufion,  a 
Shadow,  and  not  worth  grafping  after,  nor 
to  be  relied  upon.  1  know  it  is  necefiaiy  ario. 
lawful  to  provide  for  the  Accommodation 
of  thefe  Bodies,  for  a  little  time  ;  and  if  I 
recover,  it  will  be  my  Care  ;  but  I  hope  I 
{ball  always  look  upon  it  in  fuch  a  Light,  as 
to  prefer  what  I  know  and  fee  to  be  my 

greatefl  Intereft.”  •  - 

At  another  time  he  faid,  “  I  have  of  late  feen 
more  clearly  than  ever,  the  Advantage  and 
Excellency  of  dwelling  in  true  Love  and 
Unity  ;  that  pure  Unity  of  the  Spirit,  the 
Bond  of  Peace  :  Oh  !  Friends,  endeavour  to 
keep  in  it,  and  out  of  that  which  would 
divide  in  Jacoby  and  fcatter  in  Jfrael ;  and 
then  Satan,  with  all  his  Craft,  can  never  fap 
the  Foundation,  but  it  will  ftand  for  ever. 

“  Though  it  hath  of  late  been  a  trying  and 
fearching  Time  to  me,  it  hath  been  the  moll 
profitable  Time  of  all  my  Life  :  And  I  fully 
believe  a  Time  is  approaching,  that  will  try 
the  Foundations  of  Men  ;  and  it  is  well  for 
thole  who  are  prepared  to  ftand  through  it  ; 
but  much  more  happy  tbofe,  who  may  be 
landed  fafe  before  that  Tune  overtake  them. 
I  do  not  only  think  fo,  becaufe  feveral  of 
our  Friends  have  been  concern’d  to  mention 
it,  but  from  a  full  Perfwafion  and  fixed 
Evidence  of  it  in  my  own  -Mind.” 


'Taking 
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Taking  Leave  of  a  particular  Friend,  he 
faid,  “  We  have  been  long  acquainted  ;  and  I 
“  know  thou  haft  been  favoured  with  the  Ex- 
“  perience  of  the  Love  of  God,  and  haft  been 
“  a  good  Example  to  thy  Family.  I  wifh  thou 
“  mayft  ftill  endeavour  to  live  near  Truth ;  feel 
“  after  ^e  Virtue  of  it  more  and  more  in  thy 
“  own  Heart,  and  then  thou’lt  be  concerned 
“  to  bring  up  thy  Children  in  the  Fear  of 

God,  and  that  they  may  have  Portions  in 
“  the  Truth,  which  will  far  exceed  all  the 
“  great  Things  in  this  vain  World.” 

He  faid  to  his  Wife,  who  he  faw  very  for- 
rowful,  “  My  Dear ,  moderate  thy  Grief  on 
"  my  Account  ;  let  us  not  mumur  at  the  Cup 
“  that  is  handed  to  us  ;  but  remember  him  to 
“  whom  it  was  given  for  our  fakes  :  To  him 
“  it  was  adminiftred  with  great  Scorn  and 
“  Derilion,  but  to  us  in  great  Mercy.” 

At  another  time  he  faid,  “  My  Dear ,  do 
“  not  grieve  fo  much  for  me  ;  I  have  obtained 
“  the  utmoft  Wifhes  that  ever  1  had,  with 
“  regard  to  any  Profpedt  of  Happinefs  in  this 
“  Life,  by  having  thy  Company  ;  and  though 
it  hath  been  but  a  fhort  time,  it  hath  tended, 

“  in  degree,  to  prepare  me  for  my  latter  End  : 

“  I  am  quite  eafy  to  refign  my  Spirit  to  him 
“  who  gave  it.  Thou  wouldft  have  had  much 
“  more  Caufe  of  Sorrow,  if  thou  hadft  been 
“  joined  to  one  who,  in  the  fame  Situation, 

“  had  been  weighed  down  with  Horror  and 
“  Guilt  of  Confcience.  Sorrow  not  for  me,  I 
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«  fhall  foon  be  centered  into  that  Reft  which 
“  good  Abraham  long  ago  entered  into,  as  a 
<c  Reward  of  his  Faithfulneis.  What !  though 
“  thefe  poor  mouldring  Bodies  muft  be  dif- 


folved  and  returned  to  their  original  Duft 


“  there  is  a  glorious  Aflembly  of  the  Spirits  of 
“  juft  Men  made  perfeft,  even  the  Church  of 
«  the  Firft-born,  which  I  am  going  to  join, 
“  and  which  all  redeemed  Souls  muft  join, 
when  they  quit  thefe  Tabernacles  of  Clay  ; 
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“  c.annot  cxPrefs  if-  I  never  loved  thee  more 
than  now,  and  I  fully  believe,  if  I  am  taken 

“  away,  the  Lord  will  blefs  and  comfort  thee 

“  beyond  what  I  could  do  for  thee  if  I  Hve  ! 

*  therefore  endeavour  to  refign  me  entirely  to 

<(  *he  Dlvine  DTpofal.  We  mull  be  parted 

«<  tlmCj  anci  *  can  never  leave  thee  with 
‘  lefs  Incumbrance  than  at  prefent.  If  Nature 

“  maft  Sometimes  have  a  little  Vent  by  Sorrow, 
‘‘  .  f  Care  to  moderate  it,  fo  as  not  to  offend 
‘‘  divine  Providence,  nor  hurt  thy  Health:  He 
“  will,  I  trull,  help  and  fupport  thee  beyond 
WiUt  thou  canft  now  fee.  I  once  thought  it 
“  had  been  fcarce  poffible  for  me  to  have&been 
b°  eafy  to  part  with  thee  fo  foon  j  but  divine 
‘  Meicy  is  great  to  me.  I  am  as  happy  as 
41  thou  canft  wilh  me,  and  far  more  fo  than  I 
have  deferved.  When  thou  haft  any  fenftble 
Intereft  with  divine  Goodnels,  join  my  Spirit 
in  Prayer,  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  eafe 
my  i  ain  of  Body,  or  renew  and  llrengthen 
my  Patience  to 'bear  it  his  Time,  without 
tepining  ;  and  ailo  that  he  may  be  with  me 

to  the  laft,  and  favour  me  with  an  eafv 
Paftage.” 

Not  long  before  his  Death,  having  been 
very  ftift  for  fome  time,  he  cxprefled  the  great 
Satisfaction  that  he  had,  in  a  Senfe  of  the 
divine  Prefence  and  Favour,  and  faid,  He 
wanted  hh  'Brother  ;  who  being  called,  he  faid, 

“  I  have  lain  with  great  Satisfaction,  even  as  if 
upon  a  Bed  of  Rofcs  ;  and  though  I  haw 
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“  great  Pain  of  Body,  it  has  been  chained 
“  down,  and  I  have  feen  beyond  all  Pain.  I 
“  I  have  had  a  View  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  that 
“  hands  in  the  Midi!  of  the  Paradice  of  God  ; 
“  and  have  feen  how  far  that  Satisfaction  ex- 
,c  ceeds  all  fenfual  Pleafures.  It  is  likely  I  fhall 
“  die  foon,  and  if  I  do,  I  hope  I  fliall  die  well. 
“  I  have  ieen  clearly,  and  would  have  it  to  be 
“  known,  that  the  true  Minifters  of  God  muft 
“  not  feek  or  defire  any  Reward,  Gifts  or 
“  Honour  from  Men,  nor  any  Thing  in  lieu 
“  thereof  -f  but,  in  true  Humility,  wait  in  the 
“  pure  Fear  of  God,  and  under  the  Exercife 
“  of  his  Gift,  if  ever  they  obtain  his  Appro- 
“  bation  :  I  would  have  this  to  be  known, 
c<  and  that  is  all.” 

After  which  he  continued  about  two  Days  ; 
and  though  his  Pain  was  great,  he  was  pre- 
ferved  in  much  Patience  and  Refisnation  to 
the  divine  Will  :  And  the  laft  Vvords  he  was 
heard  to  fpeak,  were,  It  is  now  over  ;  I  am 
juji  going.  Parewel,  my  dear  Love ,  the  Lord 
blefs  thee ,  and  be  wit/:  me  now. 

Some  Friends  being  called  in,  he  continued 
gbput  Half  an  Hour,  and  departed  very  quietly. 


A  Teftimony 
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A  leflimony  jrom  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Norwich,  concerning  Joseph  Gurney. 

HE  was  defeended  of  religious  Parents, 
who  not  only  profeffed  the  Truth,  but 
were  great  Sufferers  for  their  faithful  Teffimony 
thereto  in  this  City.  They  took  great  Care  in 
the  Education  of  their  Children,  which,  by 
the  Blefling  of  God,  they  lived  in  great  mea- 
fure  to  fee  the  good  Effedfs  of,  as  well  in  others 
of  them,  as  in  this  our  dear  Friend,  who  was 
vifited  with  theDay-fpring  from  on  high,  in  his 
very  young  and  tender  Age  ;  and  by  doling  in 
therewith,  as  he  advanced  in  Years,  he  grew 
in  Sobriety  and  Virtue  ;  and,  in  the  Twenty 
firft  Year  of  his  Age,  it  pleafed  God  to  difpenfe 
to  him  a  Gift  of  the  Miniftry,  in  which  he 
was  very  acceptable,  it  being  attended  with 
Life  and  Power. 

In  the  Year  1717,  he  vifited  Meetings  in 
Ireland ,  and  afterwards  in  Wales ,  and  feveral 
Parts  of  England ;  and  we  have  good  i  eafon  tq 
believe,  that  his  Services  in  all  thefe  Vifits 
were  acceptable. 

After  the  Year  1732,  he  was  rendered  inca¬ 
pable,  by  bodily  Infirmity,  to  ride  on  Horfe- 
back,  which  confined  his  Service  more  to  our 
own  Meeting  and  County  ;  wherein  he  was 
of  great  Service,  by  endeavouring  to  flir  up 

the 
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the  pure  Mind  in  all,  both  by  Example  and 
Precept. 

He  was  a  Man  of  great  Humility  ;  a  Pattern 
of  Benevolence,  Moderation  and  Temperance, 
as  well  as  of  moll  other  Chrifiian  Virtues ;  by 
which  Behaviour  he  greatly  adorned  the  Gof- 
oel  of  Chrift,  and  obtained  the  Efteem  of  all 
Ranks  and  Degrees  of  People  here,  by  whom 
he  was  univerfaily  beloved  and  refpeded.  He 
hath  left  a  fweet  Savour  behind,  fo  that  it  may 
be  truly  laid,  his  Memory  is  blelfed,  and  being 
dead,  he  yet  fpeaketh. 

He  dearly  loved  Peace  and  Unity  in  the 
Church,  and  any  Thing  that  wounded  its 
Reputation,  very  deeply  affeded  him.  He  was 
a  conftant  Attender  of  Meetings,  both  on  Firft 
and  other  Days  of  the  Week  j  and  when  he 
obferved  a  Lukewarmnefs  in  any  thereunto,  it 
gave  him  great  Sorrow. 

It  pleafed  the  Almighty,  in  the  Courfe  of 
his  Providence,  to  permit  this  our  dear  Friend 
to  be  tried  with  much  Ilnels,  being  for  the 
laft  Eighteen  Years  of  his  Life  greatly  afflided 
with  the  Stone  and  Gravel ,  hardly  in  that 
Space  having  enjoyed  one  Day  of  perfed 
Health ;  which,  though  naturally  of  a  weak 
and  tender  Spirit,  he  bore  with  great  Patience  j 
but  feemed  very  fenfible  it  would  foon  finilh 
him,  as  to  this  World. 

His  laft  Unefs  was  very  fevere  and  affliding, 
being  not  able,  for  near  a  Month  before  he 
died,  to  keep  in  Bed  j  which  he  fuftained 
•  :  with 
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with  remarkable  Refignation,  not  uttering  one 
impatient  or  cnicontented  YYord,  during  the 
whole  time  ;  but  expreffed  great  Satisfaction 
in  his  inward  State,  and  that  he  made  it  the 
Bufinefs  cj  Lis  whole  Life,  to  be  prepared  for 
fuck  a  Tune  :  And  fome  of  the  laft  Words  he 
fpoke  to  be  underftood,  a  few  Hours  before 
his  Departure,  were,  that  He  was  happy. 

Much  might  be  mentioned  of  this  our  dear 
deceafed  Friend  j  but  we  fhall  conclude  with 
faying,  he  was  a  mod  indulgent  Hufband,  a 
kind  and  tender  Parent,  a  good  Mafter,  and  a 
fincere  Friend. 

Our  Lofs  of  fuch  an  Elder  and  Minifter  is 
very  great,  and  greater  than  we  can  exprefs, 
not  only  in  our  public k  Meetings  of  Worfhip, 
but  alfo  in  thole  for  Difcipline  and  good  Order ; 
in  which  he  was  particularly  ferviceable,  being 
as  a  Father  in  the  Churches  in  thefe  Parts. 

This  our  dear  Friend  departed  this  Life 
the  5th  of  the  Third  Month  1750,  and  was 
buried  the  8th  of  the  fame,  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground,  accompanied  to  the  Grave  by  a  great 
Number  of  Friends  and  others. 

As  he  lived  beloved,  fo  he  died  lamented, 
and  is,  we  doubt  not,  entered  into  that  Reft 
prepared  for  the  Righteous  ;  there,  with  Saints 
and  Angels,  and  the  Spirits  of  juft  Men  made 
oerfebf,  giving  Praife  and  Honour  to  him  who 
lives  for  ever. 

He  was  Aged  Fifty  eight  Years  and  fix 
Weeks  ;  a  Minifter  abput  Thirty  eight  Years. 

A  Teftimony 

•  /  •  •  • 
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A  ’Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Brighoufe  in  Yorkshire,  concerning  J  o  H  N 
Horsfall. 

THIS  our  well  efteemed  Friend  an4 
approved  Minifter,  was  a  Man  of  a  good 
Underftanding  ;  his  Converfation  and  Deport¬ 
ment  was  folid,  grave  and  weighty  :  And  tho* 
his  Service  was  within  a  narrow  Compafs,  in 
comparifon  of  many  others  of  the  Lord’s 
Meflengers,  who  are  called  to  diftant  Parts,  his 
Concern  being  moftly  in  his  own  and  fome  few 
neighbouring  Meetings  ;  yet  he  was  zealous 
for  the  Caufc  of  God,  and  the  Promotion,  of 
his  Truth  upon  Earth.  He  was  a  diligent 
Attender  of  Meetings,  and  careful  to  oblerve 
the  Time  appointed  ;  often  concerned  to  fiir 
up  others  to  the  like  decent  and  orderly  Prac¬ 
tice.  His  Miniftry  was  clear,  found  and 
edifying  j  not  confiding  in  a  Multitude  of 
Words,  efpecially  in  his  latter  Years,  the  chief 
Tendency  thereof  being  rather  to  turn  People 
to  the  Gift  of  Grace  in  their  own  Hearts,  that 

»  f  . 

in  the  Ability  thereof  they  might  labour  for 
themfelves,  to  witnefs  the  experimental  Work 
of  San&ification,  and  not  fettle  in  a  bare  Form 
and  Profeffion  of  Religion,  or  have  their  De- 
peqdance  upon  Inftruments. 

v  '<■  '•  * 
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Nor  .was  he  lefs  careful  to  difcharge  his  ' 
Duty  in  the  other  Stations  and  Relations  of 
•Lite,  being  a  loving  and  affectionate  Hufband 
a  tender  Father,  a  kind  and  peaceable  Neigh¬ 
bour  5  and,  by  his  fober  and  Chrijiian  Conver¬ 
sation,  obtained  a  good  Report,  and  has  left  a 
fvveet  Savour  behind  him.  And  though  his 
bubltance  was  not  great  in  the  World,  yet  did 
he  readily  and  chearfuily  adminifter  thereof 
to  the  Neceffities  of  the  Poor,  and  thofe  who 
were  m  D  birds  ;  and  with  Freedom  and 
Open-heartednefs  received  and  entertained  his 
fellow  Labourers  in  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry.  ' 

,  Nis  declining  Age  was  attended  with  Exer- 
cifes  and  Afflictions  of  various  Kinds  j  all 
which  he  endured  with  exemplary  Patience 
and  Refignation.  Nor  was  his  Zeal  for  the 
Caufe  of  Truth  in  the  leaft  abated  ;  but  he 
continued  to  attend  Meetings  almolt  ccnliantlv 
as  formerly,  though  many  times  with  great 
Difficulty,  naving  his  Eye  to  the  Recompence 
of  Reward  :  And  the  earned:  Delire  and 
Tiavaii  of  his  Soul  was,  that  he  might  finifh 
htS  Day  s  Work  in  the  Day-time  ;  that  'whenever 
he  Jhould  be  called  to  give  an  Account  of  his 

Ste'wardfnip,  he  might  be  prepared  to  do  thee  fame 
'with  Joy. 

May  we,  under  the  Confideration  of  our 
great  Lois  of  him,  and  many  other  faithful 
Labourers  in  tne  Lord’s  Vinyard,  now  removed 
irom  us,  be  excited  lo  to  follow  their  Foot- 
Heps,  that  with  them  we  may  be  Partakers  of 

that 
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that  incorruptible  Inheritance  which  is  teferved 

for  the  Righteous,  when  time  here  (hall  be 

no  more.  .  , 

He  departed  this  Life  the  28  th  of  the  Eighth 

Month  1748,  in  the  Seventy  fifth  Year  of  his 

Age,  having  been  concerned  in  publick  Tefti- 

mony  upwards  of  Forty  \eais. 


/  A  Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly-meeting  of  Settle 
in  Yorkihire,  concerning  Thomas  Carr. 

TiHIS  our  dear,  worthy  and  well-efteemed 
Friend,  wasdefcended  of  honcft  Parents, 
at  Longrig  near  Settle,  in  the  Third  Month 
1670  ;  and,  when  very  young,  the  Lord  was 
plea  fed  to  vifit  him ,  as  he  often  declared,  with 
the  Inbreakings  of  divine  Virtue  ;  undei  which 
Vifitations,  he  was  very  folicitous  to  find  out 
a  People  under  the  fame  Influence  he .  expe¬ 
rienced  ;  and  after  going  from  one  Society  to 
another,  he  found  not,  as  he  tnougbt,  any 
under  fuch  a  Heart  -  melting  Work  as  the 
Lord  v/as  pleafed  to  exercife  him  with  ;  under 
which  he  remained  ddconfolate,  till  cns  time, 
when  alone,  the  Lord's  Power  tendered  his 
Heart  to  that  degree,  that  he  was  willing  to 
be  as  paflive  CLy  in  his  Hand ;  and  defired  to 
know  what  he  flrould  do,  or  to  what  People 
he  fhouid  join  himfelf,  as  Companions  to  his 
tabulated  Soul.  It  then  appeared  to  him,  that 
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the  People  called  Quakers  were  favoured  with 
the  fame  Truth,  Life  and  Power,  that  he  had 

h.enfe  °{AU,th°U^  U  was  more  contrary  to 
his  own  Will  to  join  with  them,  than  to  any 

In  the  Year  1690  he  joined  Friends,  and 
toon  after  came  forth  in  Teftimony  for  the 
I  iuth,  being  then  about  Twenty  one  Years 
of  Age  ;  in  which  he  continued  a  faithful 
Labourer  till  his  Death.  He  travelled  in  the 
Work  of  the  Miniftry,  and  vifited  the  Meet¬ 
ings  of  Friends  in  Scotland ,  Ireland ,  and  mo  ft 
Parts  of  England,  approving  himfelf  a  found 
and  able  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel. 

He  was  a  large  Experience!*  of  the  Work  of 
God,  and  the  deep  Myfteries  of  the  Heavenly 
Kingdom,  having  clear  Openings  in  Meetings 
to  declare  of  and  unfold  the  fame,  in  the  De- 
monftration  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  comforting 
and  eftablifhmg  of  Friends  in  their  Journey 
Sion- ward.  He  was  not  only  an  Afterter  of 
the  true  taith  and  Dodtrine  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  in  a  found  and  intelligible 
Teftimony,  but  alto  one  who,  through  a  long 
Courfe  of  time,  was  careful  to  adorn  the 
Dodtrine  of  our  holy  Profeflion,  by  a  circum- 
fpedt  Liie  and  godly  Converfation  ;  wherein 
the  Fruits  of  the  Spirit,  to  wit ,  Love,  Joy, 
Peace,  Long- differing,  Gentlenels,  Goodnels, 
Faith,  Meeknefs  and  Temperance,  did  fhine 
forth  to  the  Praife  and  Glory  of  God.  Being 
thus  qualified,  and  of  a  meek  and  peaceable 

■  :  Difpofition, 
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Difpofition,  he  was  well  efteemed  by  Friends 
andy$£b$ft§o  3i off i  2bw  ii  rfguodJ  ;  ,-io 

He  was  very  exemplary  in  attending  reli¬ 
gious  Meetings  for  Worfhip,  and  the  Difcipline 
of  the  Church,  at  the  Time  appointed  ;  and 
in  our  Monthly- meetings  eminently  fervice- 
able,  being  zealous  to  fupport  good  Order 
therein.  His  Advice  was  folid  and  weighty, 
feafoned  with  Grace  ;  fo  that  when  any  Dif¬ 
ferences  appeared,  he  was  very  helpful,  by 
endeavouring  to  compofe  the  <  fame  in  an 
amicable  Manner  j  not  leaning  to  any  Party 
through  Favour  or  Affedtion,  but  laboured  that 
the  Affairs  of  the  Church  might  be  eftablifhed, 
to  the  Honour  of  him  who  hath  not  only  laid 
the  Foundation,  but  crowned  the  Labour  of 
the  Faithful  with  Peace. 


Our  dear  Friend,  for  fome  Years  before  his 
Departure,  was  violently  affli&ed  with  the 
Stone  and  Gravel,  which  often  rendered  him 
incapable  of  getting  to  Meetings ;  but  when 
he  had  a  little  Eale  he  diligently  attended  ; 
and,  when  there,  frequently  opened  in  a  living 
and  powerful  Teftimony,  being  frefh  and  lively 
in  old  Age,  to  the  comforting  and  refrefhing 
thofe  prefent,  and  earneddy  concerned  to  ftir 
up  Friends  to  Faithfulnefs. 

In  the  lad:  Meeting  he  attended,  he  was  in 
a  fweet  Heavenly  Frame  of  Mind,  faying, — 
Ob  !  the  Melody  that  is  in  Heaven  :  Then,  or 
at  another  Time,  fervently  praying,  ‘That  the 
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fweet  hound  of  the  Gofpel  might  be  heard  in 
that  Place. 

Two  Days  before  bis  Departure  he  broke 
forth  in  a  lively  Manner,  uttering  many  com¬ 
fortable  Expreflions  in  prailing  and  glorifying 
his  Creator,  many  times  repeating  thefe  Words, 
hThe  Goodne/s  of  the  Lord  endures  for  ever  ; 
adding, .  He  Longue  and  Pen  of  Man  cannot 
declare  it  to  the  full :  Which  caufed  Broken- 
nefs  of  Heart  in  the  Hearers. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  17th  of  the  Third 
Month  1750,  we  tru ft,  in  Peace  with  the 
Lord,  and  in  perfedt  Unity  with  his  Brethren, 
and  was  decently  interred  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  at  Settle ,  the  20th  of  the  fame. 

Aged  Eighty,  a  Minifter  Fifty  nine  Years. 


A  Lejlimony  from  the  Monthly-meeting  of  Lan- 
caiter,  concerning  Elizabeth  Rawlinson. 

SH  E  was  a  Branch  fprung  from  a  pious 
Stock  ;  her  Father  and  Mother,  William 
and  Dorothy  Beck,  gave  her  a  iober  careful 
Education,  and  lived  to  fee  their  Labour  and 
Prayers  tor  her  were  blelled  with  Succeis  ;  for 
it  plea  fed  the  merciful  Lord  to  reach  her  Heart 
by  divine  Love,  and  to  lay  his  gracious  Hand 
upon  her,  to  prepare  and  qualify  her  for  his 
Work,  v/hen  fhe  was  very  young  and  about 
the  Seventeenth  Year  of  her  Age,  {he  came 

forth 
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forth  in  a  publick  Teftimony  for  the  Truth, 
which  fhe  held,  and  was  fruitful  in  to  the 
End. 

She  travelled  much,  and  went  many  Jour¬ 
neys,  in  her  Youth,  before  fhe  married  ;  vilited 
Friends  Meetings  in  Scotland ,  and  many  Parts 
of  England  and  Wales  ;  fome  Counties  divers 
times  over  ;  and  after  fire  was  married  to 
Abraham  Rawlinjon ,  fire  had  her  Liberty,  with 
fuitable  Encouragement  from  him,  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  Truft  her  great  Matter  repofcd  in 
her,  and  which  fhe  preferred  above  her  chiefefl 
Joy  in  this  World,  being  made  willing  to 
leave  an  affectionate  Hufband,  and  feveral 
tender  Children,  to  vifit  the  Churches  both  in 
this  Nation  and  Ireland ,  feveral  times  over  ; 
and  feeling  her  Mind  drawn  by  divine  Love 
to  vifit  Friends  in  divers  Parts  of  America,  fire 
was  not  difobedient  to  the  Heavenly  Vifion,  but 
when  fhe  believed  her  Time  was  fully  come, 
left  all  and  went  forth  in  that  Journey,  vifited 
the  Meetings  fully  in  New -England,  Rhode- 
ljland,  Nantucket ,  Long- 1  ft  and.  New-  Tor k,  Pen- 
Jilvania,  the  Jerfeys,  Maryland,  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina ;  in  all  which,  notwithftanding 
the  Extreams  of  the  Seafons,  her  Age,  and 
the  Tendernefs  of  her  Sex,  fhe  was  enabled  to 
furmount  the  Difficulties,  and  perform  that 
Service  to  the  Honour  of  Truth,  the  Satis¬ 
faction  of  Friends,  and  the  Peace  of  her  own 
Soul :  So  that  it  may  be  truly  faid,  fhe  lived 
and  walked  in  the  Faith  which  made  her 
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Valiant  in  Fight,  fubdued  Enemies,  and  gave 
Vidtory  over  evil  Spirits  ;  abounding  in  that 
Charity  which  is  the  Bond  of  Perfedtnefs,  fo 
that  her  Soul  did  often  magnify  the  Lord,  and 
her  Spirit  rejoiced  in  God  her  Saviour,  who 
made  her  fruitful  in  old  Age,  her  xMiniftry 
being  found,  livingi  and  truly  acceptable  to 
the  Conclufion  of  her  Days; 

She  departed  this  Life  in  full  Unity  with 
Friends,  and  the  general  Refpedt  of  thofe  who 
knew  her,  the  5th  Day  of  the  Fifth  Month 
175°>  *n  Eightieth  Year  of  her  Age,  having 
been  a  Minifter  about  Sixty  three  Years,  and 
Was  decently  interred  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  in  Lancafter  the  7th  of  the  fame  ; 
tipon  which  folemn  Occafion  the  glorious 
Truth,  in  which  the  lived  and  died,  was 
evidently  manifefted  to  the  Comfort  of  many. 
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.  “  Our  dear  Friend  ‘Elizabeth  Rawlinfon, 
before  mentioned,  was  on  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  Days  of  her  Ilnels  reduced  to  a  State 
of  fuch  outward  Wqaknefs,  that  thofe  who 
attended  her,  fearcely  expedted  the  wrould  be 
able  to  open  her  Mouth  any  more  $  yet,  the 
following  Day  in  the  Morning,  (lie  feemed 
fomewhat  to  revive,  and  exprefied  a  Defire 
her  Children  Jhould  be  called  5  who  being 
Come,  foe  was  in  a  wonderful  Manner  filled 
with  inward  Strength  and  Comfort,  and 
brake  forth,  faying,  Death  is  no  Terror  to 
me  :  It  is  no  Surprize  to  me.  My  Heart 
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v  is  full  of  the  Joy  of  God’s  Salvation  5  yea, 

“  full  of  the  Comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

“  ‘The  Lord  vifited  my  Soul  when  I  was  very 
“  young,  and  often  broke  in  upon  my  Spirit  by  his 
“  Heart-melting ,  bowing  and  tendering  Power , 

««  preparing  me  for  that  Work  which  he  (hew’ d 
i 4  fjjg  was  to  be  required  at  my  Hand }  telling 
«  rue,  if  I  was  faithful,  1  Ihould  be  a  Mouth 
«  for  him  ;  which  Word  brought  great  Awe 
“  and  Dread  over  my  Mind,  and  I  faid,  Lord, 

“  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  Things !  But  as  1 
“  have  Jleadily  kept  my  Eye  to  him,  I  have  jlill 
“ found  fuff  cient  Ability  for  every  Service  that 
“  ever  he  required  of  me  ;  yea ,  I  can  fay ,  he 
“  hath  been  with  me  all  my  Life  long ,  and  made 
“  hard  Things  eafy  to  me  ;  and  now  1  can  fay , 
“  Come  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly,  thy  Servant 
£C  is  ready  :  1  have  fought  the  good  Fight  of 
“  Faith,  I  have  finifhed  my  Courfe,  my  Day’s 
tc  Work  is  done  ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
“  for  me  a  Crown  of  Righteoufnefs :  Tea,  I 
“  feel  it  is  fure  to  me,  and  will  be  to  all  who 
£t  love  Truth  above  all,  as  (bleffed  be  the  Lord) 
“  l  have  done.  1  have  ferved  him  in  Sincerity , 
‘£  and  left  all  that  was  near  to  me  in  this  W orld, 
“  to  run  the  Ways  of  his  Commandments ,  which 
“  have  not  been  grievous,  but  joyous  to  me. 

£C  Oh!  that  you. ,  my  dear  Children,  may 
££  give  up  your  Hearts  to  ferve  the  Lord,  •  and 
“  join  freely  with  thofe  gracious  Vijitations  he 
“  extends  to  you  ;  I  pray  God  blefs  you  all ,  and 
£C  profper  his  Truth  in  you ,  when  I  am  gone  to 

£<  the 
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“  the  f  lent  Grave ,  that  you  may  be  valiant  for 
“  t"e  Caufe  of  God  ;  for  1  can  truly  fay  that 
^  f  nee  1  gave  up  to  ferve  the  Lord (  /  have 
“  never  been  an  idle  flothful  Servant ,  neither 
have  1 flayed  the  Coward ,  turned  my 

111  dLay  of  Battle  ;  but  have  laboured 
(‘for  my  Penny,  and  now  1  have  it  in  a  plen- 
“  fiful  Manner  :  Oh  !  the  Eighth ,  and  Length 
“  and  Breadth  of  the  Comfort  and  Joy  that  flows 
“  in  my  Soul !  My  Longue  is  too  Jhort  to  fet 
forth  one  Ealf  of  the  Goodnefs  of  my  God.“ 


A  'Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  at 
Brigflats  in  York  (Lire,  concerning  Alice 
Th  ISTLETHWAIT. 

SH  E  was  convinced  of  the  bleffed  Truth 
when  young;  not  by  inftrumental  Means, 
but  by  the  immediate  Manifellation  of  the 
Grace  of  God,  powerfully  operating  in  her 
Heart,  which  caufed  her  many  times  to  retire 
into  fecret  Places,  to  put  up  her  Supplications 
to  Almighty  God,  that  If  he  would  pleafe  to 
flew  her  the  V/ay  to  Life  and  Salvation ,  then 
floe  would  ferve  him  ;  which,  in  good  degree, 
he  was  pleated  to  make  known  to  her,  by 
manifefting  himfelf  in  the  Secret  of  her  Soul, 
whereby  the  came  to  know  her  Heavenly 
Father’s  good  Pleafure  concerning  her.  Then 
fhe  confulted  not  with  Flefh  and  Blood,  but 

gave 
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gave  up  to  the  Heavenly  Vifion,  whereby  fhe 
became  a  chofen  VefTel  to  place  his  Name  in  ; 
and  had  the  Gift  of  the  Miniftry  bellowed 
upon  her,  in  which  fhe  faithfully  laboured, 
being  concerned  to  travel  abroad,  into  feveral 
Parts  of  this  Nation,  to  vifit  the  Churches  of 
Chrifl  at  fundry  times.  And  when  her  Service 
on  that  Account  leemed  to  be  over  for  a  time, 
fhe  entered  into  a  Marriage  State  of  Life,  and 
it  pleafed  God  to  give  her  nine  Children, 
whom  fhe  carefully  nurfed  and  brought  up, 
not  in  Pride  and  Idlenefs,  but  in  good  Sub¬ 
jection  ;  and  when  they  came  to  Years  of 
Underflanding,  fhe  often  admonifhed  them 
to  live  in  the  Fear  of  the  Lord ,  and  be  mindful 
of  the  Day  of  their  Vifit  at  ion,  fo  that  they  might 
become  an  Honour  to  his  worthy  Name.  Eight 
of  them  are  living,  and  thankful  to  Almighty 
God,  on  her  Behalf,  for  fuch  good  Education, 
and  tender  Regard  towards  them,  in  Things 
that  concerned  their  eternal  Welfare. 

We  can  do  no  lefs  than,  with  great  Sincerity 
and  Affedtion,  remember  the  many  good  Quali¬ 
fications  that  Truth  endued  her  with  ;  her 
Teftimony  was  powerful,  to  the  Edification  of 
many  ;  and  it  was  her  Lot  to  call  to  the  Loofe 
and  Difobedient,  amongft  Friends  and  others, 
in  order  to  reclaim  them  from  the  Evil  of 
their  Ways. 

She  was  very  diligent  in  vifiting  the  Sick, 
amongft  Friends  and  others,  by  which  fhe  ob¬ 
tained  a  good  Report.  She  was  likewife  of  a 

quick 


a  J2  Testimonies  concerning 

quick  Apprehenfion,  and  of  a  folid  and  found 
Judgment,  to  the  confounding  and  putting  to 
filence  the  Mouths  of  Gainfayers.  ^  8 

In  her  declining  Years,  ffie  had  a  Concern 
on  her  Mind  to  vifit  Friends  in  feveral  Counties 
Yr thls  Nation,  and  in  London,  having  Ames 
Majon  for  a  Companion  ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  her  many  Infirmities  of  Body,  file  under- 
took  her  Journey  with  great  Refignation  of 
Mind,  being  freely  given  up  in  Heart  and  Soul 
to  obey  her  gteat  Lord  and  Mafter,  whom  ihe 
knew  was  worthy  above  all  to  be  obeyed  and 

ferved,  in  whatlover  he  might  require  at  her 
Hands. 

When  they  found  themfelves  clear  of  thofe 
Parts,  they  returned  homewards,  having  been 
abroad  about  feven  Months  in  the  Service  of 
Truth.  Her  Health  became  farther  impaired 
through  the  Fatigue  of  this  painful  Journev, 
Ihe  being  about  fixty  eight  Years  of  Age  when 
Ihe  undertook  it,  and  having  travelled  upwards 
of  nine  Hundred  Miles  in  lo  fiiort  a  time. 

After  her  Return,  ffie  conftantly  continued 
to  attend  Meetings  at  home,  and  often  abroad, 
though  it  was  with  great  Difficulty  to  her 
Body  ;  and  on  the  ill  Day  of  the  Firft  Month 
175®’  ^  pleafed  God  to  vifit  her  with  Sickneis 
that  proved  unto  Death,  in  about  feven  Days 
from  the  time  ffie  was  taken.  Her  Pain  of 
Body  was  great,  which  ffie  endured  with 
much  Patience  ;  the  Love  of  God  was  fo  pre¬ 
valent  upon  her,  that  (lie  was  often  made  to 

ling 
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fing  Praifes  to  bis  Name,  for  his  continued 
Goodnefs  towards  her  Soul,  tho’  under  great 
Affliction  of  Body.  Adany  Friends  and  Neigh¬ 
bours  came  to  vilit  her  when  the  lay  upon  her 
lick  Bed,  and  it  pleafed  God  to  open  her 
Mouth,  by  way  of  Exhortation  and  good 
Advice,  to  the  tendering  the  Hearts  of  many. 
And  now  the  time  drawing  near  that  fhe  muft 
give  up  this  natural  Life,  could  appeal  to  the 
Beloved  of  her  Soul,  that  jhe  had  done  her  Day’s 
Work  in  the  Day-time,  and  was  at  Peace  with 
the  Lord ;  defiring  to  be  diffblved ,  and  freed 
from  this  earthly  Tabernacle. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  7th  Day  of  the 
Firfl  Month  1750,  in  the  Seventieth  Year  of 
her  Age,  having  been  a  Minifter  upwards  of 
Fifty  Years. 


A  Teflimony  from  Thirfk  Monthly  -  meeting  in 
Yorkshire,  concerning  Mabel  Barker. 

ABOUT  the  Year  1741,  it  pleafed  the 
.  Lord,  in  the  Riches  of  his  Love,  to  raife 
up  oijr  well-beloved  Friend  Mabel  Barker  to 
bear  Teflimony  to  his  blefled  Truth  ;  in  which 
Service  fhe  manifefled  her  Love  and  Zeal  for 

"  __  f  1  *  •:  •  »  f  Ajf 

the  Profperity  thereof,  by  her  frequent  Exercife 
and  Labour  among!!  us.  Her  Concern  was 
great  for  the  IV elf  are  of  our  immortal  Souls, 
and  that  we  might  demean  ourfelves  Jo ,  as  to 
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give  no  juft  Occafton  for  the  Truth  to  be  e-oil 
fpoken  of ;  ad vi ling  us  to  be  very  careful  in  all 
our  Deportment  among  Men  ;  fometimes  ex- 
pr effing  the  great  Need  there  was  for  her  to  be 
careful,  upon  her  own  Account ,  left  fie  Jhould 
offend  in  Thought ,  Word  or  Deed ;  and  that  ffie 
believed  all  had  the  like  Need ,  but  was  afraid 
all  did  not  fee  their  Need  to  be  Jo  great  as  it 
really  was  ;  and  lo  would  tenderly  advife,  to 
the  Comfort  and  Confolation  of  her  Friends  ; 
for  the  Lord  bleffed  her  in  her  Labour,  and 
often  eminently  attended  her  in  her  Miniftry 
with  his  divine  Power,  whereby  the  Hearts  of 
many  were  reached,  and  the  Heritage  of  God 
watered  by  the  divine  Showers,  that,  through 
her,  as  an  Inftrument  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord, 
fell  upon  them.  Oh  !  the  bedewing  Seafons, 
and  comfortable  Opportunities,  which  we  have 
had  with  this  our  Friend,  the  Xmpreffions 
whereof  at  times  ftill  revive  upon  our  Spirits, 
and  makes  us  fenfible  our  Lofs  of  her  is  great ; 
but  as  we  are  well  fatisfied  it  is  her  eternal 
Gain,  we  dare  not  murmur,  but  fay,  as  one  of 
old.  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken 
away ,  btefted  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord :  Defiring, 
that  others  may  be  raifed  up,  and  made  willing 
to  labour  faithfully  in  the  Lord’s  Vineyard,  as 
we  believe  this  our  Friend  hath  done  ;  for  it 
was  her  great  Concern,  that  his  Work  might 
be  done  to  his  own  Praife  :  And  ffie  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  lend  a  helping  Hand  to  the  Weak,  that 
fo  all  might  be  encouraged  therein. 


She 
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She  laboured  much,  and  was  very  ferviceable 
to  our  Women  Friends,  for  the  promoting 
of  good  Order  amongft  them,  that  the  Church 
might  be  kept  clean  from  the  Defilements  of 
the  World,  and  that  it  might  be  fo,  fhe  fpared 
no  Pains  or  Advice,  which  lire  thought  would 
tend  to  the  Glory  of  God,  or  the  Good  of  her 
Friends,  being  willing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent, 
according  to  her  Ability,  for  his  Caufe,  as  fhe 
fometimes  would  declare.  She  travelled  not 
much  abroad  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  fave  in 
our  own  County,  and  the  County  of  Durham , 
or  Meetings  adjacent,  for  her  Labour  was  much 

about  home. 

\  • 

She  vifited  the  Families  of  Friends  in  our 
own  Monthly-meeting,  in  which  Service  we 
have  Caufe  to  believe,  fhe  was  an  Inftrument 
of  Good  to  thole  whom  fhe  fo  vifited,  being 
one  who,  we  doubt  not,  was  rightly  qualified 
for  fuch  a  Work,  and  did  advife  from  her  own 
Experience. 

She  w'as  exemplary  in  the  Courfe  and  Con¬ 
duct  of  her  Life,  meek,  gentle  and  courteous 
to  all,  a  great  Lover  of  Peace,  Concord  and 
Unity,  which  fhe  laboured  much  to  promote 
amongft  us,  being  an  Example  of  Good  to 
thole  the  was  converfant  with  ;  a  loving  Wife, 
an  affeftionate  Mother,  a  good  Neighbour  and 
kind  Friend  :  And  as  fhe  lived,  fo  fhe  died,  a 
Pattern  of  Meeknels  and  Innocency,  and  no 
doubt  is  at  Reft  from  her  Labours,  and  her 
Works  follow  her.  And  that  it  may  be  fo 

with 
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with  us,  and  all  the  Lord’s  People,  is  the 
fervent  Defire  and  Breathing  of  our  Souls  to 
the  Lord  j  that  we,  like  her,  may  be  concerned 
to  work  the  Work  of  our  Day,  fight  the  good 
Fight  of  Faith,  and  hold  out  to  the  End,  as 
(lie  has  done  ;  that  we  may  be  entituled  to 

that  immortal  Crown  that  will  never  fade 
away. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  14th  of  the 
Third  Month  175 1,  Aged  Fifty  four  Years,  a 
Minifter  upwards  of  Nine  Years.  Her  Corps 
was  interred  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at 
Thirjk  the  16th  of  the  faid  Month,  being 
accompanied  by  a  great  many  Friends  and 
others. 


SL  Teftitncny  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Wiltshire,  held  at  Chippenham,  concerning 
Joseph  Storrs. 

BY  Accounts  received,  he  was  born  on 
the  13th  of  the  Third  Month  1670,  at 
Chejlerfield  in  Derby /hire,  of  honourable  and 
religious  Parents,  by  whom  he  was  carefully 
and  religioufiy  educated  :  His  Father  William 
Storrs  being  a  very  great  Sufferer  for  Truth’s- 
fake,  and  his  Mother’s  Father  and  Mother, 
William  and  Grace  Sykes ,  both  died  Prifoners 
for  the  fame. 


Notwithstanding 
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Notwithftanding  which,  as  he  grew  up  to¬ 
wards  Man’s  Eftate,  his  Mind  was  too  much 
led  out  after  the  Vanity  and  Gaiety  of  Life, 
and  drawn  away  from  the  Simplicity  of  the 
Truth,  till  he  was  mercifully  vifited  and 
reached  to  by  an  immediate  Touch  from  God  ; 
to  which  being  faithful,  he  became  an  Ex¬ 
ample  of  Religion  and  Virtue  :  And,  about  the 
Thirtieth  Year  of  his  Age,  was  concerned  in  a 
publick  Teftimony  for  the  fame  ;  and  foon 
after  married  Katharine ,  Daughter  of  Henry 
Froji  of  Bridlington,  who  having,  very  young, 
a  large  and  excellent  Gift  in  the  Miniftry, 
exceeding  moil  of  her  Age,  (he  found  it  her 
Duty  after  Marriage,  as  fhe  had  done  before, 
frequently  to  travel,  in  the  Exercife  thereof, 
in  this  Kingdom,  Ireland ,  Scotland ,  Holland 
and  Germany ,  but  more  efpecialiy  in  thefe 
three  Kingdoms  5  in  all  which  he  freely  gave 
her  up,  and  affectionately  accommodated  her 
for  her  Journies  and  Voyages,  faying,  When 
the  Lord  required  her  to  run  of  his  Errandsy 
fje  was  not  his,  nor  at  his  Difpofal.  He  was 
a  frequent  Attender  of  the  Yearly-meeting  at 
London ,  and  vifited  Friends  Meetings  in  fundry 
Counties,  and  efpecialiy  in  the  North  and  Weft 
Parts  of  this  Nation,  in  which  his  Vifits  were 
very  acceptable  to  Friends. 

He  was  lively  in  his  Miniftry,  ftridt  in  Dif- 
cipline,  zealous  in  fupporting  the  refpective 
Teftimonies  of  Truth,  and  careful  in  the 
Education  of  his  Children  ;  and  often  expreffcd 

•*  S  Ins 
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bis  Thankfulnefe  to  the  Lord,  for  their  Pre- 

WorMn  Tlf°rtable  Settleme™  in  the 

Woild  ;  and  as  they  were  moftly  married  from 

him,  when  it  pleated  the  Lord  to  remove  his 
dear  Wife  by  Death,  with  whom  he  had 
ived  in  great  Unity  and  Affedtion  near  Forty 
wo  Years,  he  foon  after  inclined  to  remove 
a  d  live  with  his  Daughters  in  this  County 
pioducing  a  Certificate  from  the  Monthlv- 
meeting  at  Cbejlerfield,  of  Friends  Unity  with 
an^  his  many  acceptable  Services  among 
them.  He  fpent  the  Refidue  of  his  Days 
among  his  Children,  and  in  vifiting  Meetings 
m  divers  Parts  of  this  County,  Briftol,  &c. 
But  when  Age  rendered  him  incapable  of 
travelling,  .  he  very  frequently  appeared  in  his 
own  Meeting,  to  encourage  Friends  in  their 
great  Duty  of  Waiting  upon  the  Lord  ;  he 
was  frefh  and  edifying  in  his  Miniftry  to  the 
iaft  and  remarkable  for  his  inftnfotive  and 
affedmg  Converfation,  being,  by  his  Faithful- 
nefs  to  die  Gift  received,  rendered  fruitful  in 
the  Tilings  of  God.  And  though  his  Memory 
and  Undemanding  very  much  decayed  fome 
time  bcfoie  his  Death,  yet  he  retained  a  good 
Senfe.  and  Savour  of  divine  Things  ;  and,  the 
Evening  before  his  Departure,  gave  fome  tender 
Advice  to  his  Grand-daughter  Katherine  Fry 
(join  .1  /  y  s  Daughter)  and  very  fweetly  de- 
parteu  this  Life  in  the  Prefence  of  divers 
Fiiends,  who  were  then  made  fenfible  of 
his  happy  End,  the  27th  of  the  Second 

Month 
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Month  175 1)  and  was  buried  the  jib  of  the 
Third  Month  at  Hullington  in  this  County,  be- 
ino-  attended  by  many  Friends  and  Neighbours, 
*Aged  near  Eighty  one,  a  Miniftet  about 

Fifty  one  Years. 


A  Tefti mony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting 
of  Chederfield  in  Derbyihire,  concerning 
Elizabeth  Fletcher. 

SI-I  E  was  born  in  the  Firft  Month  1708, 
at  Low  Park  near  Kendal  in  Weft mor land , 
Her  Parents  were  Simon  and  jinn  Cro field , 
whofe  chief  Care  for  their  Children  was  to 

train  them  up  in  the  Fear  of  God. 

This  our  deceafed  Friend  was  viflted  by 

divine  Grace  when  young,  and  giving  heed 

thereunto,  the  Work  of  Regeneration  was 

happily  begun  in  her  Soul.  While  this  great 

Work  was  perfedting,  many  fore  Engagements 

and  Baptifms  of  Spirit  die  underwent,  but  at 

length  overcame,  and  was  made  more  than  a 

Conqueror,  through  him  that  had  loved  and 

laid  down  his  Life  for  her. 

In  the  Twenty  fourth  Year  of  her  Age  die 

was  married  to  Jofeph  Fletcher  of  iK efftngton ,  a 

Member  of  this  Meeting,  and  foon  after  was 

called  to  the  Work  of  the  Minidry,  which  laid 

her  under  deep  Exercife  of  Mind  ;  but,  by  the 

Almighty’s  chaftifing  Rod,  was  made  willing 

to  obev'his  holy  Call,  and  from  the  State 
*  *  ^ 
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^  a  ChHcl  or  Babe  tWein,  became  an  able 
Mimfter  of  Chnfl  Jefus, 

She  travelled  pretty  much  in  this  Nation  in 
the  Service  of  the  Gofpel,  having  twice  vifited 
the  Meetings  in  and  about  London ,  the  laft 
tune  in  the  Year  1748,  when  fhe  had  a  Sight 
that  her  Service  was  over  in  thole  Parts.  She 
was  an  Inftrument  in  the  Lord’s  Hand  in 
gathering  feveral  from  the  barren  Mountains 
of  empty  Profeffion,  fome  of  whom  yet  remain 
in  this  County  ;  but  was.  more  particularly 
lent  to  the  Sheep  ftrayed  from  Ifrae/’s  Fold, 
Perfons  born  and  educated  amongft  us,  who 
for  Want  of  taking  due  Heed  to  the  inward 
Teacher  of  Souls,  had  run  much  out  into  the 
Spirit  and  Evils  of  this  W orld ;  fome  of  whom, 
it  is  probable,  will  at  times  remember  her  with 
the  tendered:  Love  ;  becaufe  for  their  Sakes,  to 
her  the  Word  of  Reconciliation  was  richly  dil- 
penced,  and  her  Labours  therein,  we  truff, 
have  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord  ;  for  in 
fundry  Places  where  fhe  travelled  in  Truth’s 
Service,  a  living  Teftimony  remains  in  the 
Hearts  of  many  on  her  Behalf. 

She  was  a  Perfbn  of  a  good  Capacity,  much 
fweetened  and  improved  by  Religion,  a  tender 
nurfing  Mother  in  the  Church  of  God,  as  well 
as  in  her  own  Family,  and  had  a  deep  and 
excellent  Gift  in  the  Miniftry.  To  the  Proud 
and  Lofty  fhe  was,  in  the  Power  of  God,  as  a 
lharp  Sword,  fmiting  at  the  very  Foundation  of 
Babylon  ;  yet  a  true  Mourner  and  Simpathizer 

with 
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with  fuch  as  were  awakened  to  fee  their 

v  19 

Condition. 

In  the  latter  Part  of  her  time  {he  was  much 
afflicted  with  Indifpofition  of  Body,  and  often 
travelled  in  great  Weaknefs  and  Difficulty,  but 
her  Spirit  was  fo  wonderfully  born  up,  that 
{lie  was  carried  on  in  her  Labours  and  Travels 
beyond  human  Expectation. 

She  was  a  diligent  Attender  of  Meetings, 
and  therein  a  fervent  Labourer  in  Spirit ;  her 
Heart  was  fet  to  ferve  the  Lord,  whom  the 
loved  with  all  her  Soul,  and  fpared  no  Pains  to 
be  helpful  to  her  Friends  and  Neighbours, 
inwardly  and  outwardly,  as  (he  had  Opportu¬ 
nity  or  Ability.  In  her  laft  Ilnefs  the  was  often 
heard  to  bewail  a  Self-righteous ,  Pharifaical 
Spirit ,  which  {lie  faw  was  crept  into  the 
Churches. 

She  was  confined  to  her  Houfe  the  far 
greater  Part  of  the  laft  Year  of  her  Life.  Her 
bodily  Complaints  were  many,  and  her  Pains 
often  very  acute  ;  but  the  Lord  fupported  her 
through  all  with  fingular  and  exemplary  Pa¬ 
tience  and  Refignation  to  his  holy  Will. 

Two  Weeks  before  her  Death,  {he  bore  her 
laft  publick  Teftimony  at  1 Furnace,  and  con¬ 
cluded  the  Meeting  in  Prayer  ;  after  which, 
growing  daily  weaker,  ffie  faid,  in  the  Prefence 
of  fome  Friends,  a  little  before  her  Death,  That 
fhe  was  willing  either  to  die  or  live  ;  that  fie  had 
left  nothing  undone  fie  had  to  do ,  and  had  nothing 
but  P eace ,  and  the  Truth  was  over  all. 

S3 
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The  20th  of  the  Eighth  Month  170,  fJ>e 
qbietly  departed  this  Life,  Aged  Forty  three, 
a  Mini  her  near  Nineteen  Years,  and  was 
interred  the  23d  at  Furnace ,  the  Meeting  to 
which  fire  belonged,  her  Body  being  attended 
to  the  Grave  by  many  Friends  and  Neighbours, 
by  whom  fhe  was  loved  and  her  Lofs  lamented. 
A  folid  and  living  Teftimony  was  there  born 
to  the  Truth,  and  her  unwearied  Labours 
therein.  May  the  great  Lord  of  the  Harveft, 
Who  is  removing  many  eminent  Minifters  from 
his  Churches,  be  pleated  to  raite  up  and  qualify 
Others,  to  hand  faithful  Witneftes  for  his  Name 
and  Truth  in  the  Earth. 


A  ‘ Tefltmony  from  the  Qicarterly  -  meeting  at 
Witney  in  the  County  of  Oxford,  concerning 
Benjamin  KidD. 

HE  was  a  Man  much  beloved  and 
efteemed,  not  only  by  Friends  and 
amongft  his  Neighbours, '  but  by  People  in 
general  of  different  Ranks  and  Perfwaiions. 
Tie  was  naturally  cheariul,  open  and  free  in 
Converlation,  which  rendered  his  Company 
both  profitable  and  very  defirabie,  being  deep 
and  tound  in  Judgment,  and  of  great  Sincerity 
and  Integrity  ;  a  diligent  Attender  of  Meetings, 
and  exemplary  in  his  Conduct  amongft  Men  -y 
eminenty  qualified,  by  the  fupream  Difpenfer 
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of  all  Good,  for  great  and  Angular  Services  m 
the  Church,  not  only  in  Difcipline,  in  which 
he  was  excellent,  exerting  himielf  in  great 
Wifdom  ;  but  through  the  lively  and  powerful 
Influences  of  divine  Grace,  confpicuoufly  ar¬ 
rayed  with  Beauty  and  Brightnefs  in  his 
Miniftry,  rightly  dividing  the  Word  of  Truth, 
and  unfolding  the  Myfteries  of  the  Gofpel,  to 
the  informing  and  convincing  many  who 
before  were  unacquainted  therewith,  and  to 
the  Comfort  and  Encouragement  of  fuch  as 
were  under  Afflidiion  and  Diftrefs  of  Mind  in 

their  religious  Progrefs. 

Much  might  be  faid  of  his  excellent  Quali¬ 
fications,  Services  and  diligent  Labours  in  this 
Nation,  Ireland ,  and  America  ;  in  all  which 
Places  he  travelled  under  the  Influence  of  that 
divine  Power  and  Authority,  by  which  he  was 
enabled  to  turn  many  from  Darknefs  to  Light, 
and  from  the  Paths  of  Difobedience  to  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Juft. 

A  more  full  and  exact  Account  we  muft 
fufpend  giving  at  prefent,  not  being  fupplied 
with  Materials  to  be  more  particular,  but 
which  we  hope  in  a  little  time  to  be  furnifhed 
with,  by  which  we  may  give  a  more  full  and 
ample  Account  of  the  Labours  and  Services  of 
this  great  and  good  Man  our  deceafed  Friend  ; 
the  Removal  of  whom  is  not  only  a  great  Lofs 
to  us,  but  likewife  to  the  Church  in  general. 
But  not  to  dwell  much  upon  that,  we  fincerely 
defire  that  the  great  Lord,  who  fo  eminently 

S  4  qualified 
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qualified  him,  would  raife  up  many  more  fuch 
bright  Ornaments  in  the  Church,  that  Zion 
may  become  a  beautiful  Habitation,  and  Jeru- 
Jalem  the  Praiie  of  the  whole  Earth . 

He  departed  this  Life  on  the  21ft  of  the 
Third  Month  1751,  Aged  about  Fifty  nine,  a 
Minifler  about  Thirty  eight  Years. 


A  floor t  Fejhmony  remains  upon  my  Mind  to 
add,  concerning  my  dear  and  entirely  beloved 
TIuJband  Benjamin  Kidd,  dcceajed,  whoje 
Memory  remains  and  is  very  precious,  and  as 
a  flweet  Savour  in  his  Family ,  and  to  thofe 
that  were  near  and  dear  unto  him. 

HE  was  a  tender  Hulband,  an  indulgent 
Father,  and  a  true  Friend  to  all  Man¬ 
kind  ;  early  called  into  his  Mailer’s  Vineyard 
to  labour,  and  indeed  made  great  Improvement 
in  the  fame.  In  his  laft  Ilnefs  he  was  afflidled 
with  great  Pain  and  Sicknefs,  which  was  hard 
to  bear,  yet  he  underwent  it  with  abundance 
of  Patience,  without  murmuring  or  repining, 
being  freely  refigned  to  the  divine  Hand' which 
fupported  him,  and  gave  him  a  grounded  Hope 

and  Affurance  of  his  Well-beintr. 

«  © 

When  the  Hickcough  firfl  feized  him,  he 
was  full  of  Joy,  faying,  7 his  is  a  welcome 
Mejfenger ,  it  is  one  Step  nearer.  And  I  /landing 
by  him  fa  id.  Why,  my  Dear ?  He  anfwered. 

It 
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It  will  be  a  glorious  Change  ;  I  am  not  afraid  to 
die ,  and  to  put  on  Immortality  :  That  «»//  be 
durable,  yet  I  leave  it ;  though  of  Choice  I  had 
rather  be  difjolved ,  but  the  Lord  s  Time  wi  e 
the  beft  Time.  Often  faying,  Death  would  be 
the  moft  welcome  Mefenger.  he  ever  met  with.  - 
Now  he  is  gone  to  his  Reft,  to  reap  the 
blefled  Fruits  of  his  Labour  :  May  thofe  that 
are  left  behind  follow  his  worthy  Example, 
that  they  may  enjoy  the  fame  Bleffing,  is  the 
ardent  Defire  of  my  Mind  for  all. 

Mart  Kidd. 


A  Tejlimony  from  Moate  Monthly  -  meeting  in 
Ireland,  concerning  William  Sproule. 

HE  was  born  at  Toberet  in  the  County  of 
IVepmeath  in  Ireland ,  in  or  about  the 
Year  1  j  defcended  of  honeft  and  reh— 
gioufly  inclined  Parents,  who  educated  him  in 
the  Way  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  and  (as 
at  times  he  has,  in  a  tender  and  iweet  F rame  or 
Mind,  related  to  fundry  of  us)  the  Lord  was 
pleafed,  in  Mercy,  to  vifit  him  in  his  early 
Days,  and  by  the  Operation  of  his  divine 
Grace  and  good  Spirit  in  his  Heart,  did  incline 
him  to  a  Search  after,  and  Hunger  for,  that 
Bread  which  only  and  truly  fatisfies  the  hungry 
Soul ;  yet  not  meeting  therewith,  though  a 
3  clofe 


266  Testimonies  concerning 

clofe  Attendcr  of  Time  and  Place  appointed 
for  pubhck  Worlhip,  it  canfed  him^much 
f  louble  of  Mind  j  which  his  Father  obfervin? 
and  underftanding  the  Reafon,  recommended 
Tim  to  the  Lotice  of  the  Bifhop,  and  others  of 
the  moft  eminent  Clergy,  with  whom  he  had 
many  Opportunities,  but  to  little  Satisfaction 
hndmg  them  all  Strangers  to  the  Way  and 
V/orkmgs  of  that  divine  Spirit  which  in 
degree,  was  at  work  in  him  ;  aad  alfo’ the 
Lmptinefs  of  their  Recommendations  to  the 
Obiervance  of  outward  Performances  ;  the 
Practice  whereof  he  had  experienced  would  no 
way  contribute  to  true  Peace,  but  rather  the 
contrary  :  He  therefore  betook  himfelf  to 
reading  the  Scriptures,  Meditation,  and  folitary 
walking  about  the  Fields  ;  in  which,  at  times, 
the  Lord  was  pleafed,  in  Mercy  and  Goodnefs’ 
to  enlighten  his  Underftanding,  and  afford  of 
his  Life-giving  Prefence,  to  his  inexprefiible 
Joy  and  Comfort  ;  and  having  fome  little 
Acquaintance  with,  and  liking  to  Particulars 
of  the  People  called  Quakers,  Defires  were 
raifed  to  know  more  of  them,  and  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  proftlitd  by  them  $  and  accordingly 
he  got  to  lome  rVieetings,  and  converfed  with 
them  ;  and  believing  it  to  be  his  Place  to  join 
in  Society  with  them,  acquainted  his  Father 
therewith,  who  tenderly  anfwered,  Phat  if  he 
really  thought  it  his  Duty  fo  to  do,  he  gave  him 
his  free  Conjent,  and  wifhed  it  might  contribute  to 
his  Peace  oj  Mind  or  Words  to  that  Import. 

Some 
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Some  Years  after,  he  married  amongft 
Friends,  and  fettled  in  the  Town  of  Athlone, 
where  his  Ghrijlian- like  Life  and  becoming 
Deportment  gained  him  the  Love  and  Efteern 
of  all  Ranks  of  People,  both  in  the  Town  and 
Neighbourhood, 

His  fitting  in  Meetings  appeared  to  be  under 
much  Weight  and  Exercife  of  Spirit.  In  or 
about  the  Year  1730,  his  Mouth  was  opened 
in  the  Miniftry.  While  of  Ability  of  Body, 
he  often  attended  Half-year’s,  Quarterly  and 
Province-meetings  ;  and  vifited  fome  IVleetings 
in  the  neighbouring  Provinces.  In  his  publick. 
Appearances  he  was  weighty  and  tender,  much 
to  our  Edification  and  Comfort.  He  was  freely 
given  up  to  every  Service  of  the  Society, 
and  particularly  ferviceable  in  Family  Vifits, 
wherein  he  was  well  accepted. 

For  fome  time  before  his  Deceafe,  he  labour¬ 
ed  under  a  painful  Diforder  of  the  Stone  and 
Gravel ,  which  he  patiently  bore  with  much 
Refignation,  being  fenfible  to  the  laft.  He 
quietly  departed  this  Life,  the  23d  of  the 
Third  Month  175 1,  and  was  buried  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  at  Moafe  the  25th  of  the 
fame. 


t 
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The  Teflimony  from  Mountmelick  Montklx- 
meeting ,  in  Ireland,  concerning  Jonathan 

ARNES. 

v  «  C  i  V*  \  •  *  iA  t  \  \  \\  '  |  Vy.  j  a  **  *  hi  \ 

E  was  educated  in  the  Profeffion  of  the 
.  Frefiyteriam  and  in  his  Youth  addicted 
^  Ga.ety  m  Drefs.  He  was  convinced  of 

,m  lln  the^'*t?r  o{  Dublin,  about  the  Twenty 
th»rd  Year  of  his  Age,  and  by  it  was  led  into 
ainnefs  and  Circumfpedhon.  He  afterwards 
became  a  living  Minifter,  found  in  Difbipline 
and  ferviceable  in  the  Church  on  divers  Oc- 
cafions  yet  neither  affuming  nor  forward  - 
chearful,  but  not  talkative  ;  weighty  in  Spirit’ 
and  reaching  in  Silence ;  a  lowly  minded 
Seeker  of  dwine  Notice  and  Help  ;  and  firm 
as  a  Stake  in  Sion,  for  the  keeping  up  our 
ancient  Teflimony  in  all  its  Brandi  In 
amily  Vifits  he  was  often  eminently  favoured 
with  an  Heart-tendering  Power  and  Energy 
He  ruled  well  in  his  own  Family,  ^ 
efteemed  in  his  Country,  was  induftrious  and 
prudent,  charitable  and  benevolent.  His  Houfe 
was  freely  open  for  the  Lord’s  MefTengers 
when  in  that  Part,  and  to  receive  them  he 
counted  a  great  Privilege. 

He  frequently  vifited  Friends  in  divers  Parts 

of  this  Nation  ;  and  of  England  and  Scotland 

once,  m  1733,  with  his  worthy  Kinfman  John 
yJjhtcn,  -  j 


Of 
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Of  late  Years  he  was  afflifted  with  bodily 
Infirmity,  and  often  went  to  Meetings  in  great 
Pain.  The  Day  he  died,  being  in  a  fweet  and 
tender  Frame  of  Mind,  he  faid,  The  God  oj 
Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  is  my  God ;  he 
called  me  when  I  was  in  the  Wilderncfs.  I  have 
often  read ,  O  Death,  where  is  thy  Sting  ?  But 
now  1  can  j 'peak  oj  it  by  Experience ;  —  with 
more  of  the  like  Import  :  After  which,  he 
departed  in  great  Stilnels  the  iSth  of  the  fiifth 
Month  175  1,  Aged  about  Fifty  five,  aMinifter 
about  Thirty  one  Years. 

He  was  buried  the  22d,  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  in  Kilconenmoor,  in  the  County  of 
* Tipperary  many  Friends  of  feveral  Meetings, 
and  other  People,  prefent ;  to  whom  the  Effi¬ 
cacy  of  Truth  was  declared,  as  it  had  been 
manifefted  in  the  Converiion,  Life  and  Mini- 
ftry  of  this  our  dear  Friend. 


A  1’eflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Carliile,  concerning  Jonathan  Ostell. 

OUR  ancient  worthy  Friend  Jonathan 
Ojlell ,  of  Moorhoufe  in  Cumberland ,  was 
defcended  of  Parents  well  eileem’d  amongft  us, 
who  were  concerned  to  give  him  a  fober  and 
religious  Education.  But  as  he  advanced  in 
Years,  he  found  his  Mind  ftrongly  inclined  to 
the  vain  Cuftoms  and  Faffiions  of  the  World  ; 

and 
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and,  as  he  fometimds  faid,  was  refolded  to  cafl 
off  all  Refiraint,  and  to  gratify  his  Heart’s 
Defires ;  but  the  Lord,  who  is  rich  in  Mercy, 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  vifit  him,  in  a  power¬ 
ful  Manner,  by  his  Grace  and  good  Spirit,  fo 
that,  by  taking  heed  thereto,  he  not  only 
witneffed  a  happy  Change  in  himfelf,  and  a 
paffing  from  a  State  of  Condemnation  to  that 
of  Juftification  and  Peace,  but  was  eminently 
favoured  with  a  Gift  in  the  Miniftry  ;  in  the 
Exercife  whereof  he  experienced  a  Growth, 
and  became  an  able  Minifter  of  the  Golpel. 
In  Prayer  he  was  remarkably  fervent  and 
powerful. 

His  Service  and  Labour  of  Love  was  great, 
not  only  amongft  Friends,  but  alfo  with  People 
of  other  Perlwafions,  with  whom  he  had  divers 
Meetings.  He  alfo,  at  different  times,  vifited 
the  Churches  in  North  and  South  Britain , 
and  Ireland ;  which,  we  hope,  tended  to  their 
Edification  and  his  own  Peace. 

His  Heart  and  Houfe  were  open  to  Friends 
and  others.  Fie  was  plain  and  humble  in 
Deportment,  vifited  the  Sick,  relieved  the 
Poor,  was  of  a  loving  and  free  Difpofition, 
and  generally  beloved. 

He  was  remarkable  in  hisTefiimony  againft 
Tithes,  not  only  as  to  paying  them,  but  even 
againft  receiving  the  fame.  In  his  Life-time, 
and  by  his  Will,  fo  much  as  in  him  lay,  he 
inverted  the  levcral  Owners  of  the  Eflates,  out 
of  which  he,  as  Impropriator,  had  formerly 
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been  paid,  with  the  Right  and  Property  he 
believed  he  had  or  could  have  claimed,  in  an 
impropriate  Tithe  ;  which  evidently  demon- 
ftrated  the  Sincerity  of  his  confcientious  Scruple 
about  Tithes. 

In  the  Seventy  fourth  Year  of  his  Age,  he 
was  concerned  to  go  to  London  to  the  Yearly- 
meeting  (which  was  the  laft  time  he  attended 
that  Meeting)  where  we  believe  he  had  good 
Service  ;  and  at  his  Return  expreiTed  much 
Peace  and  Satisfadion. 

Though  he  was  of  a  pretty  great  Age,  and 
laboured  under  Infirmities  of  Body,  particularly 
Want  of  Sight ;  yet  he  attended  Meetings  dili¬ 
gently,  and  frequently  appeared  in  publick 
Teftimony  and  Supplication,  in  much  Devo¬ 
tion  and  Tendernefs  of  Spirit.  In  his  laft 
Sicknefs  he  fignified,  that  Death  -was  no  Terror 
to  him  ;  and  that  he  was  refigned  to  the  Will  of 
the  Almighty ,  and  could  fay  in  the  Sight  of 
Heaven,  that  he  defined  no  Man  to  do  other-wife 
to  him  than  he  had  done  unto  them.  And  advifed 
F riends,  who  came  to  fee  him,  to  maintain 
the  Teftimony  of  Truth  in  every  Branch  thereof 
He  defiled  his  Wife,  not  to  be  uneafy  at  his 
being  removed,  for  he  believed  he  ft;  on  Id  die 
-well ;  for  the  Lord  -was  good  to  him.  And  a 
little  before  his  Death,  laid,  His  Heart  -was 
full  of  Praife,  though  he  could  not  utter  it  much 
tn  Words.  And  Co  continued  in  a  fwest  Frame 
of  Mind,  fenfible  to  the  laft. 

*  -  .  _ 


He 
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He  departed  this  Life  the  12th,  and  was 
buried  the  15th  of  the  Tenth  Month  1752, 

Aged  Seventy  feven,  a  Minifter  Fifty  three 
Years. 


A  Teftimony  from  the  National  Half-year's 
Meeting  in  Dublin,  concerning  Abigail 
Watson  ;  the  firjl  Part  of  it  wrote  by 
her  Hujband. 

SOme  Account  concerning  my  dear  deceafed 
Wife,  Abigail  W atfon ,  who  departed  this 
Life  the  nth  of  the  Eleventh  Month  1752, 
in  the  Sixty  eighth  Year  of  her  Age,  having 
been  a  Minifter  Forty  Years :  In  which  Service 
{he  faithfully  laboured  in  this  Nation  ;  five 
Times  in  England,  and  once  in  America  :  In 
all  which  Places,  by  Accounts  received,  {he 
had  acceptable  Service,  and  many  were  com¬ 
forted  and  edified  by  her  Miniftry,  which  was 
in  the  Demonftration  of  the  Power  ;  in  which 
{he  was  made  as  a  {harp  th refining  Inftrument 
again  ft  all  undue  Liberty  ;  yet  comfortable  to 
the  Mourners  in  Zion. 

About  a  Year  before  fine  died,  (lie  was  fen- 
fible  her  Departure  drew  nigh  ;  for  Ihe  found 
no  Engagement  on  her  Mind  to  travel  abroad, 
as  {he  frequently  had  done,  when  of  Ability, 
but  faid,  She  found  her  Work  was  done,  and 
nothing  in  her  Way ;  fo  was  made  quite  eafy, 

and 
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and  only  waited  for  the  Salvation  of  God,  •who> 
Hie  faid,  in  a  reverent,  thankful  Frame  of 
Mind,  had  been  with  her  all  her  Life  long ;  and 

now  I  (hall  fmg,  fmg,  fmg. 

During  the  time  of  her  Weaknefs,  whilit  of 
Ability  to  get  down  Stairs,  fhe  attended  the 
Meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Houfe,  where 
the  frequently  appeared  in  a  living  Teftimony 
for  her  Lord  and  Mafter,  to  the  tendering 
many  Hearts  j  and  when  not  able  to  come 
down,  I  brought  her  down  in  my  Arms ;  and 
I  may  fay,  that  although  her  outward  Strength 
decayed,  fhe  was  daily  renewed  with  the  Hea¬ 
venly  Oil,  which  made  her  Lamp  to  burn  5 
and  die,  under  the  Anointing  that  was  upon 
her,  often  miniftered  to  our  Comfort,  and  was 
enabled  to  triumph  over  Death,  Hell  and  the 
Grave,  as  I  heard  her  exprefs  herfelf,  —  O 
Death,  where  is  thy  Sting  ?  0  Grave ,  where  n 
thy  Victory  ?  And  indeed,  die  was  wonderfully- 
favoured  with  the  Renewings  of  Life,  in  heir 
Weaknefs  ;  and  the  lad.  time  fhe  fpoke  to  us, 
in  a  Meeting  in  her  Chamber,  Oh  !  the  Ten- 
dernefs  that  was  felt,  and  Counfei  that  was 
dropt,  for  all  to  take  Care  of  themjelves,  and 
the  Education  of  their  Off-fpring ,  to  bring  them 
up  in  the  Fear  of  God ,  out  of  the  Pride,'  vain 
Quftoms  and  Fajhions  of  this  World.  As  at 
many  other  times,  it  was  great  Grief  to  her  to 
fee  the  Prevalence  of  undue  Liberty  ;  againffc 
which  libertine  Spirit  die  often  had  a  Tefti- 
piony  to  bear  for  her  Lord  and  Mafter  5  and 

T  indeed. 
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S«,i0Snrrat  W3S  hCT  C0"Cer"  for  ^  'Ming 


oorne  mtie  tune 


vifited  by  fome  Friends,  to  whence  ZZTy 
expreffed  herfelf,  and  fpoke  of  the  Saying  in 
the  Revelations,  Chap.  iii.  21.  —  To  him  %that 
overcometh ,  mil  I  grant  to  Jit  with  me  in  my 
Tyrone,  even  as  1  alfo  overcame ,  and  am  let 
down  with  my  Father  in  his  Throne.  And 
fpoke  fweetly  on  that  Subject,  advifing  to 

fLnt/nTC/-JHj  Well'doir!g>  in  order  to  obtain 
that  blejcd  End, 


'tx7A?d  although  flie  was  much  afflibfcd  with 
Weakne.s,  and  her  Body  and  Limbs  ib  iwell- 
ed  that  Hie  could  not  help  herfelf,  the  Patience 
and  Refignation  of  Mind  fine  bore  it  with,  was 
gieat  ;  often  longing  and  defiring  to  be  dif- 
oived,  yet  would  fay,  The  Lord’s  Time  is  the 
bjt  ;  lo  that  I  could  not  but  often  admire 
how  wonderfully  the  was  fupported  in  Patience’ 
until  her  Diflolution  came.  She  fenlibly  prayed 
about  two  Hours  before  her  Departure,  and 
then  doled  her  Eyes,  and  quietly  departed  this 
Eire  without  any  feeming  Uneafinefs,  but  as 
one  falling  alleep. 

And  I  have  many  times  fince  admired  the 
continued  Goodnefs  of  God  to  her,  in  the 
daily  Renewings  thereof,  and  the  heady  Hand 
of  Love  which  fupported  her  through  her  long 
Infirmity,  with  fo  free  a  Refignaticn  to  the 
Divine  Will  ;  ana  the  Rememberance  of  her 
is  fvveet.  And  tnankful  I  am  to  the  God  of  all 
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our  Mercies,  for  his  divine  Support,  having, 

1  think,  iu ft  Ground  to  conclude,  that  fhe  died 
in  the  Lord,  refts  from  her  Labours,  and  no\y 
receives  the  Reward  of  her  faithful  Services. 

To  the  above  I  may  add,  (lie  was  exemplaiy 
in  her  Family,  in  Diligence  and  Induftry,  help¬ 
ful  to  the  Poor,  a  tender  affectionate  Wife  tq 
me  and  Mother  to  my  Children  ;  and  fuch  a 
fweet  Harmony  fubfifted  to  the  laft,  that  1  do 
not  remember  ever  any  Difference  between 
them,  nor  an  angry  Word.  1  may  truly  lay, 
fhe  was  made  a  Bleffing  to  me  and  mine,  and 
many  more  ;  and  as  we  were  truly  united 
together  in  the  Bond  of  Love  and  Life,  we 
were  many  times  made  one  anothers  joy  m 
the  Lord,  'fo  that  her  Lofs  to  us  is  great,  but 
her  everlafting  Gain. 

Kjllconner,  the  Firft  SaMU  EL  WATS  Q  N. 

Month,  1753. 


The  foregoing  Testimony  being  com¬ 
municated  to  us,  we  have  true  Unity  with  it  j 
bein0-  deeply  affedted  with  the  Lofs  o.  fo 
ferviceable  an  Inftrument  :  A  truly  humble 
Woman  indeed  ;  preferved  in  Simplicity  of 
Lleart,  and  Nothingilefs  of  Self  ;  not  forward, 
nor  defirous  of  the  Applaufe  of  Men,  but  ready 
to  give  Way  to  and  prefer  others.  A  conftant 
Attender  of  Meetings,  and  a  diligent  Waiter 
in  them,  for  the  fpringing  up  of  divine  Com¬ 
fort  ;  being  often  enabled,  through  the  Arifings 

T  2  thereof, 
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thereof,  to  minifter  to  the  hungry  and  thirrtv 

Souls  invmng  to,he  Table  ofgthyeaLn^hl  % 

often  faying  ,n  the  Aboundings  of  Life  Eat 

O  Friends ,  drink  yea  drink  i  \i  A 
Beloved ;  Cant.  v.  \.  abundantly,  O 

tender  Pul  7^  Mother  ,0  young  and 
for  their  p/r  7™'  and  powerful  in  Prayer 

ti”  Lo p7y  1  7-  h  miSbt  Pleafe 

Minifirv  in  1™A  ,a  lv‘ng  and  baptizing 
n  a  X  Z  W  Ch’  Which  fte  fiw  to  be 

17J°7S'77  ’’  *s  eomforted,  in 

ZioT  Z  P  ’  ^lat  the  Lord  would  remember 

.fe  South  ™  her  Captivi'^  “  ,he  *■«—  “f 

Vir™d’flin  r,hc.  Openings  of  the  Heavenly 
Vtfion,  (he  fatv  ,„to,  and  was  made  to  declare 
o.,  a  ganous  Day  approaching ;  which,  though 

t  h  :7btJ,otl7  »  J*  i 

Z  uf*  iereof-  And  did  brieve  the  Lord 
W  ?rftT^V,l  t  Wlth  his  Judgments,  and  purge 
away  the  Drofs  from  among  the  Profeflors  of 

Truto,  in  order  for  a  Preparation  thereunto  • 
ayjng,  That  if  our  Society  did  not  keep  their 
Jirj  Love ,  and  be  a  feparate  People  out  of  the 
Vanities  and  Corruptions  of  the  World,  the  Lord 
would  Jet  many  of  them  afide,  and  call  in  others  • 
and  have  a  People  to  few  forth  his  Praife,  and 
/land  for  his  Truth  and  Teftimony  on  Earth. 

HAe[  De.lire>  ln  Brokennefs  of  Spirit,  was  to 
the  Almighty,  who  had  mercifully  reached  to 
her  in  her  Youth,  and  preferved  her  all  her 
Lite  long,  and  accompanied  her  with  his  divine 

Prefence, 
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Prefence,  in  the  Courfe  of  her  Service  for  his 
Name  and  Church’s  Sake,  that  he  might  pre- 
ferve  her  living  in  old  Age  :  Oh!  faid  fhe  often 
in  Fervency,  that  I  may  not  dwindle  in  old  Age. 
And  we  may  fay,  in  Thankfulnefs  to  the  Lord, 
who  does  not  forget  to  be  gracious  to  his  poor 
Servants,  that  her  Requeft  was  granted  ;  for 
her  Miniftry  was  to  the  laft  much  attended 
with  Life,  which  flie  was  often  made  inftru- 
mental  to  raife  in  Meetings,  to  the  comforting 
the  Hearts  of  the  Lord’s  People,  amongft 
whom  he  was  pleafed  to  exalt  her  in  a  good 
degree,  though  preferved  in  herfelf  in  true 
Humility  and  Nothingnefs,  even  to  the  Con- 
clufion  of  her  Time,  and  finifhing  her  Tefti- 
mony  amongft  us. 

And  now,  that  the  Eye  and  Expectation  of 
all,  both  Old  and  Young,  may  be  unto  the 
Lord  alone,  whofe  Care  is  ftill  extended  over 
his  Church,  and  who  is  all-fufficient  of  himfelf, 
and  can  raife  up  and  qualify,  even  as  he  re¬ 
moves  and  takes  away,  at  his  Pleafure,  is  the 
Defire  of  a  Remnant  amongft  us. 


in  n  j  m  \  v  -1  ,  ' '  ■  -  *  ^ 

►  .-t  •  i  •  .•  $  ,  ■%  1  •  ,  ,/  f  y  :  h v. 

T  3  A  T’efiimony 


§7^  Testimonies  concerning 

n"  .  _  t.  .  _ '  ,  ' 

*  *  i  *  »  •  *.•---»  -fc  . 

—  -  —  -  -  , _ 


-A  Eejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  cj 
Worcefter,  concerning  John  Corbyn. 

C\UR  ancient  and  well  beloved  Friend 
r  was  born  in  the  aforefaid  City,  and 
was  convinced  of  the  bleifed  Truth  about  the 
Eighteenth  Year  of  his  Age ;  and,  by  a  diligent 
and  and  fervent  waiting  tnereon,  he  grew 
tt tong  in  Faith,  and  zealous  for  the  Propoga- 
tion  of  the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  and,  when  about  the  Thirty 
fourth  Year  of  his  Age,  he  came  forth  in  a 
publick  Fefcimony,  in  great  Tendernefs  and 
Gofpe!  Simplicity,  and  continued  freflr  and 
lively  incite  Exercife  of  his  Gift,  until  a  few 
Days  before  his  Death,  to  the  general  Satif- 
fadlion  and  Comfort  of  the  Sincere- hearted. 

He  travelled,  as  a  Minifies,  divers  times  into 
feveral  Parts  of  England  and  Wales ,  in  the 
Unity  and  with  the  Approbation  of  tire  Meet¬ 
ing  to  which  he  belonged  ;  and,  we  believe^ 
had  good  Service  in  his  Labour  of  Love,  and 
that  it  had  a  Tendency  to  {Lengthen  the 
Weak,  comfort  the  AfBidted,  and  dir  up  the 
Indolent,  to  Diligence  in  religious  Concerns, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

He  was  very  exemplary  in  attending  Meet¬ 
ings,  both  for  Worfhip  and  Difcipline,  and 
folicitous  to  maintain  Love  and  Unity  amongft 

Friends  ; 
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Friends  ;  and  when  he  apprehended  any 
Thing  of  a  contrary  Nature  like  to  prevail,  it 
gave  §him  great  Uneafinefs  and  Confhdt  of 
Mind,  till  he  law  Peace  reftored,  and  that 
pernicious  Weed,  Di/cord,  extirpated.  In  Con¬ 
tributions  of  Charity  he  was  liberal,  and  in 
Hofpitality  remarkably  generous.  He  retained 
his  Integrity,  Undemanding  and  Memory,  to 

his  End. 

Much  might  be  faid  of  this  our  wortliy 
Friend,  but  we  fhall  only  add,  that  we  reft 
well  allured  he  finilhed  in  Peace,  and  a  well 
grounded  Hope  of  an  immoital  Ciown  of 
Righteoufnefs,  which  is  laid  up  for  all  thofe 
who  love  the  Appearing  of  our  Lord  add 

Saviour  jelus  Chrift.  > 

He  departed  this  Life  the  30th  of  the  Firft 
Month,  and  was  interred  the  ift  of  the  Second 
Month  1752,  in  Friends  Burial  Ground  in 
Worcefter ,  in  the  Eighty  third  Year  of  his  Age. 


A  ‘tejiimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  at 
Coggefhall  in  Effex,  concerning  Elizabeth 


Bowing. 

A  H  E  was  born,  as  we  are  informed,  in  the 
^  County  of  Suffolk  ;  and,  being  convinced 
of  the  Truth  in  the  early  Part  of  her  Life, 
naffed  through  many  Exercifes,  on  that  Ac¬ 
count,  from  her  Mother,  who  was  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Perfwafion. 

T  4 


Some 


1  E  s  t  i  M  o  n  i  E  S  concerning 

JT  n’r  3/te,r  hZ  Convinccment,  fhe  re- 

S a  h  r  Mthe  Miniftr^-  She  ™rried  a 
.  r.lend  whofe  Name  was  slppkyard  a  Pe¬ 
titioner  in  Phyjick,  who  not  many’ Months 
after  was  removed  from  her  by  Death. 

tn  Dr\ihe,r  W'dGWh00d>  ihe  devoted  herfelf 

Jo  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  and  in  the 
xeicife  thereof  became  very  acceptable  to 
riends  ;  whofe  Meetings  fhe  was  concerned 
to  vifit  in  many  Parts  of  England,  as  alfo  in 

™  ana  Holland.  Her  Tefiimony  was  lively 
and  convincing,  miniftering  Comfort  and  Edi¬ 
fication  to  the  Hearers,  fhe  having  a  Readinefs 
of  Utterance,  adorned  with  a  becoming  Mo- 
defty  tn  all  her  publick  Appearances.  She 
v/aswe.l  known  among  Friends  by  the  Name 

of  Ehzaoetb  Jppieyard,  until  the  Time  of  her 
lecond  Marriage. 

In  the  1  ear  1711,  f he  was  married  to 
Baward  Bowing,  an  honed  Friend  and  Shop¬ 
keeper  at  horebam  in  this  County,  where  they 
dwelt  together  many  Years.  They  were  loving 
and  open-hearted  to  Friends,  and  well  refpedt- 
ed  by  their  Neighbours,  being  beneficent  and 
liberal  to  the  utrnofi  of  their  Ability. 

The  lau  or  nci  i  ravels,  in  the  Service  of 
Imth,  which  we  have  an  Account  of  was  in 
the  Year  1736,  when,  with  the  Approbation 
of  her  Monthly-meeting,  fhe  vifited  the  Meet¬ 
ings  of  Friends  in  feveral  Counties  in  England. 

both  her  iiuiband  and  (he,  when  at  home, 
ib  long  as  Ability  of  Body  continued,  were 

conftant 
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feonftant  Attenders  of  the  Meetings  for  Worlhip 
to  which  they  belonged,  and  remarkably  ex¬ 
emplary  for  their  exaCt  Obiervation  of  the 
Time  appointed.  They  continued  united  in 
the  Exercife  of  Faith  and  good  Works  till  he 

died,  about  feven  Years  fince. 

A  few  Years  after  his  Deceafe,  fhe  being 
very  aged  and  infirm,  was  removed  to  ChelmJ- 
ford,  where,  after  about  two  Years  Continu¬ 
ance,  in  a  conftant  Expectation  of  her  ap¬ 
proaching  Diflblution,  and  in  a  lively  Hope  of 
Reft  and  Peace  hereafter,  which  fhe  would 
be  often  exprefling  to  thofe  who  vifited  and 
attended  her,  the  departed  this  Life  on  the 
2' th,  and  was  interred  the  28th  of  the  Sixth 
Month  1753,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at 
Chelmsford ,  being  about  Eighty  eight  Years  of 
Age,  and  having  left  a  good  Savour  behind  her. 


A  T iflimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Kendal,  in  the  County  oj  Weftmorland,  con¬ 
cerning  Deborah  Wilson. 

SH  E  was  defcended  of  religious  Parents, 
and  had  her  Education  in  the  Way  of 
Truth  ;  the  divine  Influences  whereof,  made 
early  Impreflions  on  her  Mind,  by  which  fhe 
was  preserved  in  a  fober,  exemplary  Conver- 
fation,  and  became  a  ferviceable  Member  in 
the  Church. 


She 
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She  was  a  conftant  Attender  of  Meetings 
though  much  engaged  in  Bufinefs,  in  which 
fhe  acquired  a  good  Character,  and  was  inftru- 
mental  in  fupporting  a  numerous  Poor. 

.  About  the  Year  1733,  fhe  received  a  Gift 
in  the  Min  if  try,  wherein  fhe  all  along  acquit¬ 
ted  herielf  with -great  Sincerity  and  Plainnefs 
She  travelled  through  many  Parts  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ,  gaining  much  RefpeCt, 
where,  (lie  came,  by  her  innocent  Freedom  in 
Behaviour,  and  the  great  Satisfaction  fhe  gave, 
in  being  always  content  with  the  meaneft 
Entertainment  fhe  met  with  ;  though,  when 
at.  home,  had  Plenty  of  the  good  Things  of 
this  Life,  whereof  fhe  communicated  to  her 
Friends  with  Opennefs  of  Heart.  Her  Humi¬ 
lity  and  compaffionate  Regard  for  thofe  under 
Affliction,  rendered  her  amiable  to  fuch  as 
were  acquainted  with  her. 

Her  laft  Sicknefs,  which  was  long  and  fevere, 
fhe  bore  with  much  Patience  and  Refignation 
of  Mind,  frequently  faying,  That  Jhe  found 
nothing  to  do  but  to  die  ;  having  an  Evidence 
that  it  would  be  well  with  her ,  when  the  extreme 
Moments  were  pajl  through.  So  that  without 
doubt  we  conclude,  our  Lots  is  her  great  Gain. 

She  died  the  29th  of  the  Fourth  Month 
1754,  in  the  Sixty  fixth  Year  of  her  Age, 
having  been  a  Minifter  about  Twenty  Years. 


A  Tejlimony 
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A  Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  - meeting  of 
Horllydown  in  Southwark,  concerning  Simeon 
Warner. 


rip  H  E  affectionate  Efteem  and  juft  Regard 
J__  we  bear  to  the  Memory  of  this  our 
ancient  and  worthy  Friend,  obliges  us  to  ac¬ 
company  the  Notice  of  his  Removal  with  a 

brief  Teftimony  concerning  him. 

He  was,  in  the  more  early  Part  of  his  Life, 
an  ufeful  and  reputable  Member  of  the  Church; 
afterwards,  for  about  the  Space  of  Fifty  F  ears, 
an  able  and  ferviceable  Minifter  therein. 

When  he  was  about  Thirty  four  Years  of 
Age,  he  found  himfelf  under  a  religious  Con¬ 
cern,  from  the  Movings  of  the  Spit  it  of  Chrift, 
the  Sandifier  and  Preparer  to  every  good 
Word  and  Work,  to  teftify  in  the  publick 
Afiemblies  of  the  Lord’s  People,  fomewhat  of 
his  own  Experience  of  the  Operations  of  divine 
Grace  in  his  Heart,  for  the  Encouragement  of 
others ;  and  finding  a  Return  of  Peace  attended 
his  Obedience  therein,  became  gradually  en¬ 
abled  to  perfevere  in  that  Part  of  his  Duty, 
and,  with  all  Readinefs  of  Mind,  to  addid 
himfelf  to  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry. 

His  Teftimony  was  found  and  edifying, 
confonant  to  and  correfponding  with  the  holy 
Scriptures  ;  his  frequent  Quotations  whereof* 

and 
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and  Allufions  whereto,  (hewed  him  to  be  well 
inftiuded  therein  ;  a  Qualification  very  agree- 
able  to  a  Minitter  of  the  Gofpel  :  And  his 
aliiduous  Reading  of,  and  Application  to,  thofe 
facred  Witlings  attended  with  true  Converfion 
to  the  divine  Word  in  his  own  Heart,  might 
Jtiftlv  entttle  him  ,0  the  Bleffing  pronounced 

by  the  Plain,, ft  On  the  Man  ■wboje  Delight  is 
in  the  Law  of  the  Lord.  6 

He  was  a  conftant  Attender  of  Friends 
Meetings  for  Worfhip,  in  and  about  this  City  • 

ai?di1S  f,°  hls  Brethren  and  Sifters,  in 

the  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  was  fuch,  as  in¬ 
duced  him  conftantly  to  attend  their  Morning- 
ineeting,  both  on  the  Firft  and  Second  Days 
of  tne  Week,  fo  long  as  the  Continuance  of 
his  bodily  Health  and  Strength  would  permit. 

tBougB  Ble  general  Exercife  of  his 
Miniftry  was  in  this  City  and  Parts  adjacent  • 
yet  was  he  at  feme  times  led  to  vifit  the 
Churches  at  a  farther  Diftance  ;  for  in  the 
Year  1718,  he  travelled,  together  with  our 
Friend  Walter  Newbury ,  into  Holland  and 
Germany ,  where  his  Teftimony  was  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  Friends,  and  was  of  good  Savour 
and  Service  among  them. 

In  the  Year  1728,  being  accompanied  by 
our  Friend  Jofepb  Gurney,  lie  took  a  journey 
into  the  Weft  of  England,  as  tar  as  the  Land’s- 
Ciid  in  Cornwall ;  and  viiited  the  IVIeetings  of 
Fiienos  through  feveral  Counties  in  that  Part 
of  the  Nation,  to  the  general  Satisfaction  of 

Friends, 


\ 


I 
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Friends,  who  received  their  Teftimony  in  a 
Spirit  of  Chrijiian  Love  and  Brotherhood.  He 
alfo  made  feveral  lhorter  Journeys  to  vifit 
Friends  at  Norwich,  Briftol ,  &c. 

He  was  a  confiant  Attender  of  his  own 
Monthly- meeting,  the  Quarterly,  Two- Weeks, 
and  Six- Weeks  Meetings  ;  and  was  generally 
prelent  at  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  ;  in  all 
which  he  was  very  lerviceable. 

Thus  he  continued  until  about  the  two  laffc 
Years  of  his  Life,  when  he  became  exceeding 
weak  in  Body,  and  unable  to  go  out  of  his 
Houfe  ;  in  which  time,  though  he  had  little 
or  no  Pain  or  Sicknefs,  yet  the  Courfe  of 
Nature  tending  to  his  bodily  Diffolution,  his 
Memory  became  much  impaired  ;  yet  did  the 
innocent  Sweetnefs  and  Compofure  of  his 
Countenance,  and  the  Tendernefs  of  his  Spirit, 
adminiffer  Matter  of  Comfort  to  fuch  of  his 
Friends  as  came  to  vifit  him. 

Fie  departed  this  Life  on  the  26th  Day  of 
the  Eighth  Month  1754,  and  we  make  no 
.doubt  ended  his  Days  in  Peace  with  the  Lord  • 
having  attained  the  Age  of  Eighty  five  Years  : 
He  was  interred  on  the  30th  of  the  lame 
Month  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  in  Long- 
lane,  his  Corps  being  attended  to  his  Grave, 
from  Horjlydown  Meeting  -  houfe,  by  a  very 
great  Company  both  of  Friends  and  others. 
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The  Teftimony  from  Richmond  Monthly- meeting., 
concerning  Mary  Richardson  of  Burton 
in  Bifhopfdale. 

SHE  was  one  whom  the  Lord  faw  meet 
to  vifit  in  her  young  and  tender  Years  ; 
and  as  fhe  gave  up  to  the  Manifeftations  of 
Grace  received,  it  pleafed  him  to  open  her 
Mouth  in  a  publick  Teftimony,  and  fhe  be¬ 
came  cloathed  with  the  Comelinefs  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  truly  valuable  in  his  Church  ; 
wherein  fhe  laboured  diligently  the  Prime  and 
Flower  of  her  Age,  not  only  in  this  Nation 
and  W 1 ales ,  but  in  North  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Her  Converfation  was  pleafant  and  edifying, 
being  feafoned  with  a  divine  Sweetnefs.  Her 
Conduit  was  fo  innocent  and  blamelefs,  that 
fhe  gained  the  Refpedt  of  Friends  and  others, 
both  in  her  Neighbourhood  and  elfewhere. 

Although,  through  the  Courfe  of  her  time, 
divers  Trials  and  Probations  of  various  Kinds 
fell  to  her  Lot,  yet,  as  die  had  learned  of  him 
who  gives  Patience  in  Tribulation,  die  bore 
them  with  a  becoming  Refignation  to  his  holy 
Will.  More  might  be  laid  to  drew  the  Cbri/lian 
Qualities  of  this  our  worthy  Friend,  but  what 
we  have  in  View  is  only  a  fhort  Memorial 
of  her. 


Her 
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Her  laft  Journey  to  vifit  Friends  was  into 
Ireland  ;  and  although  She  was  weak  in  Body, 
yet  the  good  Hand  of  Providence  enabled  her 
to  perform  it  beyond  what  could  reafonably  be 
expedted.  Since  that  time  (which  was  upwards 
of  Twenty  Years)  through  Weaknefs  and  In¬ 
firmity  of  Body,  file  has  been  moftly  confined 
to  her  own  Houfe,  where  the  Conversation  of 
Friends  was  acceptable  and  pleafant  to  her,  as 
hers  was  alio  to  them  :  At  which  Opportu¬ 
nities,  when  drawn  into  Silence,  file  fometimes 
dropp’d  a  few  Sentences  from  the  Fountain  of 
Life,  greatly  to  the  Comfort  and  Refreshment 
of  thofe  prefent.  Thus  She  fteadily  fleered 
along,  until  the  wife  Difpofer  of  all  Things 
faw  meet  to  cut  the  Thread  of  her  Life  ;  and 
we. have  good  Caufe  to  believe,  file  is  entered 
into  Reft  with  him. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  26th  of  the  Tenth 
Month  1754,  and  was  buried  the  30th  of  the 
fame  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  Carperby , 
being  accompanied  by  a  pretty  many  Friends 
and  others. 

Aged  Ninety,  a  Minifter  about  Seventy 
Years. 

v  >  • 
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uy  -  meeting  of 
concerning  John 


E  was  Son  of  John  and  Alice  Ecroyd  of 
Briercliffe  in  the  Parifh  of  Burnley  and 
County  of  Lancajier ;  was  religioufly  educated 
by  -his  pious  Parents,  his  Father  having  been 
an  able  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  a  heady  and 
zealous  Labourer  therein,  a  good  Example  to 
the  Flock  of  Chrift,  and  a  patient  Sufferer  for 
the<Teftimony  of  a  good  Confcience. 

About  the  Twentieth  Year  of  his  Age,  he 
was  favoured  with  an  humbling  Vilitation  of 
the  Day-fpring  from  on  high,  which  brought 
him  into  an  inward  Acquaintance  with  the 
Almighty,  and  in  a  great  meafure  redeemed 
his  Mind  from  the  Love  of  the  World  and  its 
fading  Enjoyments  :  Solitude  and  Opportu¬ 
nities  for  religious  Meditation  were  then  his 
chief  Delight,  that  being  abftraded  from  the 
Tumults  and  Cares  of  Life,  he  might  be  more 
at  leifure  to  purfue,  without  Interruption,  the 
Point  he  had  chiefly  in  view  ;  and  as  he  was 
a  Man  of  great  Abilities,  both  natural  and 
acquired,  many  conceived  Hopes,  that  as  thev 
became  fandined  by  the  Power  of  Truth,  he 
Would  one  Day  be  made  an  ufeful  Infhument 
in  the  Hand  of  the  Almighty. 

But 
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But  in  procefs  of  time,  this  Zeal  tmd  Fervour 
abated  :  For  becoming  immerfed  in  a  Life  ot 
Bulinefs,  and  falling  into  unfuitable  Company, 
he  greatly  departed  from  thefe  good  Beginnings^ 
became  lefs  circumlpedt  in  his  Conduct,  and, 
at  times,  was  overtaken  with  the  Evil  of  Intern - 
perancs.  In  this  State  he  continued  for  divers 
Years  ;  during  which  time,  by  Intervals,  he 
was  under  deep  Remorfe  for  his  Out-goings, 
and  many  times  made  ftrong  Refolutions  to  be 
more  careful  ;  which  (as  he  often  Laid)  being 
made  too  much  in  his  own  Will,  were  of  (hori 
Duration. 

About  ten  Years  before  his  Death,  he  was 
again  effectually  awakened,  and  favoured  with 
inch  a  Senfe  of  his  lamentable  Departure  from 
his  fir  ft  Love,  and  that  Fuiity  of  Heart  which 
he  had  in  his  early  Years  in  part  attained,  as 
caufed  him  many  a  fore  Conflict  5  and  entering 
deeply  into  his  own  State,  he  faw  the  Neceffity 
of  bearing  the  Whip  of  lmall  Cords,  that  fq 
his  Temple  might  again  be  purged. 

He  now  willingly  ftooped  to  the  Crofs  of 
Chrift,  defpifing  the  Shame,  and  refolving  with 
his  whole  Heart  to  endure  its  Difcipline,  and 
to  bear  the  Indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe 
he  had  finned  againft  him.  An  eminent  In¬ 
fiance  of  divine  Foibearance  and  Clemency,  in 
thus  mercifully  fparing  Offenders,  and  reach¬ 
ing  forth  a  Hand  ot  Love  for  the  reclaiming 
feme  who  have  been  deemed  of  the  loft  Sheep 
of  the  Houle  of  Ifrael,  and,  by  the  Spirit  of 

y  judgment 
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jU  ,fnw,:  T3nCL  ^urn*ng>  purifying  from 
dead. Works  the  Conferences  of  thofe  who 

Aibmit  to  the  Operation  of  his  pure  Spirit  and 

Power,  in  the  Day  of  Vifitation,  as  did  this 

our  departed  Friend,  who  .in  the  Midft  of 

Judgment  found  that  Mercy  mixed  therewith 

his  Soul  longed  for  ;  fo  that  as  a  Brand  pluckt 

out  of  the  Burning,  he  lived  to  tell  others  what 

the  Lord  Almighty  had  done  for  his  Soul,  That 

he  had  brought  him  up  out  of  the  horrible  Pit 

cut  of  the  miry  Clay ,  and  Jet  his  Feet  upon  a 

Rock,  and  was  ejlablifnng  his  Goings ,  and  had 

put  a  new  Song  in  his  Mouth ,  even  Praise 
unto  our  God. 


His  Miniftry  was  lively  and  powerful, 
tending  to  awaken  and  roufe  to  Diligence  the 
Carelefs  and  Lukewarm  ;  fevere,  in  the  Power 
of  the  Higheft,  to  the  Stubborn  and  Rebel¬ 
lious,  but  he  had  often  a  Word  in  Seafon  to  the 
weary  Soul  ;  tenderly  exhorting  the  Diffident, 
but  Contrite-hearted,  to  confide  in  that  mer¬ 
ciful  Regard  himfelf  had  fo  largely  experi¬ 
enced  :  And  Having  known  the  Terrors  of  the 
Lord  fox  Sin,  lie  was  earneftly  engaged  for  the 
Return  and  Reconciliation  of  others.  He  was 
a  zealous  Aflerter  of  the  Univerfality  of  the 
Love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  in  Oppofition  to' 
that  narrow  Doctrine  of  the  Predeflinarians , 
too  much  efpoufed  by  fome  of  his  Neighbours. 

The  great  Duty  of  Worfhip,  he  efteemed 
pi  the  higheft  Importance  ;  and  his  Diligence 
in  attending  Meetings,  even  when  almoft 

weighed 
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weighed  down  with  old  Age  ^nd  Infirmities, 
and  his  awful  Attention  of  Mind  when  tnere, 
were  truly  exemplary  t  He  was  frequently 
engaged  therein,  in  a  particular  manner,  on. 
Account  of  his  Children,  That  they  might  feck 
to  have  an  Inheritance  in  the  blejfed  ‘Truth ^ 

tnore  than  all  other  Enjoyments. 

He  was  a  IVlan  endowed  with  uncommoq 
Qualifications  for  the  Good  of  his  fellow  Crea¬ 
tures,  not  only  with  refpedt  to  his  ferviceable 
Station  in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  which  was 
indeed  truly  eminent,  but  a  1  j 

of  Phyfick  5  in  which  Profeflion  he  was  very 
fuccefsful,  obtaining  a  good  Report  among 
People  of  all  Ranks  and  Perfwafions,  and  being; 
remarkable  for  his  Integrity  and  Moderation. 

In  his  laft  l]nefs,  notwithftanding  the  Severity 
of  his  Dilorder,  and  great  bodily  Weaknels, 
his  Soul  was  many  times  as  a  well  watered 
Garden,  and  many  weighty  Expreffions  dropt 
from  him,  to  the  Edification  of  thofe  prefent : 
Juft  before  his  Departure  he  uttered  thefe 
Word?,  1  feel  an  Evidence  of  Peace  with  God  : 
There  is  Peace  through  his  precious  Blood. 

He  quietly  departed  this  Life,  greatly  lament¬ 
ed,  at  his  Houfe  in  Biercliffe  aforefaid,  the 
17th,  and  was  buried  at  Friends  Burying 
Ground  in  Mar  [den  the  21ft  Day  of  the 
Second  Month  1 755,  in  the  Seventy  feventb 
Year  of  his  Age. 
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A  \ Teftimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Shrewfbury,  concerning  George  Brawn. 

7  f  \  r  f  I  £■*  j  !  i-  )  r*  £1 1 '  4 » C-  ^  ^  ,a  a  t,  .  .  *  ^  f  . 

HE  had  a  Gift  in  the  Miniftry,  to  which 
we  believe  he  was  rightly  called,  and 
though  lt  was  not  large,  yet  he  was  a  fincere- 
hearted  Man,  and  freely  given  up  to  do  what 
was  in  his  Power  for  the  Promotion  of  Truth. 
He  had  been  a  confiderable  while  declining  in 
his  Health  ;  but  as  his  natural  Strength  abated, 
tie  did  to  our  great  Comfort  grow  ftronger  in 
the  inward  Man.  He  was  a  good  Example  to 
us  m  diligently  attending  Meetings,  both  for 
Difcipline  and  Worihip  ;  and  was  very  much 
concerned,  in  thofe  Meetings,  to  be  made 
Partaker  of  the  true  Benefit  thereof,  and  Jike- 
Vvue  foi  ifie  Giowth  of  Truth  in  Friends  of 
our  fmall  Meeting,  which  he  conftantly  at¬ 
tended  lo  long  as  Ability  of  Body  would  permit, 
(and  even  till  he  was  hardly  able  to  go)  which 
was  about  fix  Weeks  beiore  his  Departure. 

In  the  time  of  his  Confinement,  he  exprefied 
himfelf  very  much  concerned  for  the  Welfare 
of  Friends  in  general,  and  that  the  Difcipline 
might  be  fupported  ;  particularly,  that  Friends 
w°uld  be  caieful  to  lee,  that  our  Teftimony 
again  ft  T.  itlies  was  ftndtly  kept  to  by  every 
Member  concerned  therein.  He  much  defired 
he  might  be  enabled  to  bear  the  Afnidions 

of 
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of  the  Body  with  Patience,  which,  he  faid,  he 
found  then  were  enough  to  bear ,  without  the 
Reflection  of  mifpent  Rime. 

For  two  Days  before  he  died,  he  lay  feem- 
ingly  quite  eafy  and  free  from  Pain,  and  in 
that  Time  uttered  many  feniible  ExprefTions, 
which  are  not  all  remembered  ;  one  was,  Rhat 
we  muft  patiently  wait  the  Lord's  Rime ,  which 
is  the  beji  ;  by  which  he  appeared  to  be  wait¬ 
ing  in  Refignation  till  it  pleafed  the  Almighty 
to  remove  him  hence.  Not  many  Hours  before 
his  Departure,  he  laid  to  a  Neighbour,  Rhap 
his  Hearing  failed  him ,  bis  Sight  failed  him , 
his  Rongue  failed  him,  but  the  Love  of  God 
never  failed.  Some  time  after,  he  was  in  a 
Heavenly  Frame  of  Mind,  and  continued 
praifing  and  magnifying  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
about  the  Space  of  near  half  an  Hour  ;  though 
the  whole  of  his  Expreffions  could  not  be 
perfe&ly  underltood,  yet  the  Power  that  at¬ 
tended  him,  and  was  at  that  Time  felt  by 
thofe  that  were  prefent,  was  Caufe  of  Joy. 
After  this  he  lay  quite  dill  till  he  breathed  his 
laft  ;  and  we  doubt  not  is  entered  into  that 
eternal  Reft  which  is  prepared  for  the  Righ¬ 
teous. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  19th  of  the  Second 
Month  1 755,  and  was  buried  the  2  ift  of  the 
fame  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  in  Shrewjbury , 

Aged  Sixty  two,  a  Minifter  about  Thirty 
Years. 
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Jl  Refhmony  j'rom  Thirfk  Monthly  -  meeting  in 
Yorkshire,  concerning  William  Brown. 


T  r 

HE  was  born  at  Camfton  in  the  Raft -Riding 
of  the  County  of  lork ,  and  defcended 
of  believing  Parents.  He  was  religioufly  in¬ 
clined  in  his  Youth,  and  came  forth  in  the 
Miniftry  about  the  Twenty  fifth  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  we  believe  hath  laboured  faithfully 
to  the  Conclufion  of  his  Days. 

He  travelled,  in  the  Service  of  the  Gofpel, 
in  fome  Parts  of  this  Nation,  but  more  par¬ 
ticularly  in  fome  of  the  Northern  Counties, 
and  in  Scotland ;  of  which  Vifits  we  have  had 
acceptable  Accounts.  He  diligently  attended 
Meetings  both  for  Worfhip  and  Difcipline, 
though  at  times  under  much  Difficulty,  as  he 
painfully  laboured  under  a  fevere  /Iflhmattck 
Diforder  for  many  Years,  which  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  bear  with  great  Patience. 

He  was  often  deeply  exercifed  for  the 
Growth  and  Profperity  of  Truth.  He  was 
feveral  times  concerned  to  vifit  the  Families  of 
Friends,  where  he  had  to  adminifter  fuitable 
Advice  to  theRefrefbment  of  many ;  his  Tefti- 
rnony  wa'S  plain,  found  and  edifying  ;  his 
Converfation  was  exemplary,  he  being  of  a 
chearful  Difpofition,  honed  and  fincere  ;  he 
was  particularly  kind  and  abiding  to  his 

F  riends, 
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Friends,  efpecially  to  the  Poor.  He  was  a 
loving  Huiband,  a  tender  Father,  and  a  good 
Neighbour  ;  and  as  he  lived,  fo  he  died,  in  a 
loving  and  tender  Frame  of  Mind,  being  truly 
religned,  and  uttering  many  tender  and  com¬ 
fortable  Expreffions  near  his  Conclulion. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  15th  Day  of  the 
Fifth  Month  1 755,  and  was  buried  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  at  Ehirjk  the  17th  Day  of  the 
fame  Month,  Aged  about  Seventy  four,  having 
been  a  Minifter  about  Forty  nine  Years. 


A  cf  firnony  from  the  National  -  meeting 
of  Ireland,  held  in  Dublin,  concerning 
Elizabeth  Ashbridge. 

IN  the  Year  1753,  apprehending  it  required 
of  her  to  vilit  the  Meetings  of  Friends  in 
England  and  Ireland ,  fhe  left  her  Habitation, 
with  the  Confent  of  her  Huiband,  and  the 
Unity  and  Approbation  of  Friends,  as  appears 
by  her  Certificate,  and  performed  a  religious 
Vilit  to  many  Meetings  in  this  Nation,  to  the 
general  Satisfaction  of  Friends  ;  wherein  fhe 
•endured  fo  much  bodily  Hardfhip  in  travelling, 
and  underwent  fo  much  fpiritual  Exercife  in 
Mind,  that  die  fell  dangeroully  ill  at  the  City 
of  Cork  ;  and  to  thofe  two  Caufes  Ihe  always 
imputed  her  Difeafe. 

U  4  After 
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After  recovering  fo  much  Strength  as  to  Be 
able  to  proceed  on  her  Journey,  {he  left  Cork 
and  came  to  Waterford ,  to  the  Houfe  of  our 
Friend  John  Hutchirjbn ,  where  fhe  remained 
very  much  indifpoied  for  the  mod  part  of 
fourteen  Weeks  ;  and,  in  that  Interval,  was  at 
the  Province-meeting  at  Clonmell ,  where  {he 
had  extraordinary  Service.  From  thence  got 
to  the  County  of  Carlow ,  and  to  the  Houfe  of 
tour  Friend  Robert  Lecky  ;  whilft  there,  lome 
Exprefiions,  which  {he  uttered  in  an  afft&ing 
Manner,  were  taken  down  in  Writing,  and 
hre  as  follow. 

The  7th  of  the  Fifth  Month  1755,  Elizabeth 
Af  bridge,  being  forely  afflicted  with  Pain  of 
Body,  expreiTed  her  Fear  of  not  being  patient 
enough  under  it,  but  feveral  times  d'e  fired  it. 
faying,  O  dear  eft  Goodnefs ,  grant  me  Patience 
till  my  Change  come ,  and  then  enable  me  ;  and 
do  not  for  fake  me.  Lord  of  my  Life.  And. 
{peaking  of  what  fhe  had  buffered,  faid,  Words 
could  not  exprefs,  nor  Thoughts  conceive ,  what 
fhe  had  gone  through  thefe  [even  Months  ;  for 
what  Cauje,  the  Lord  only  knew.  Although  it 
had  been  fo  with  her,  yet  {he  would  not  have 
any  be  difcouraged,  for  her  Majlcr  ({he  faid) 
was  a  good  Mafler ,  and  floe  did  not  grudge  fu ff br¬ 
ing  for  him  ;  though  he  chaftifes  his  Children,  it 
is  for  fame  good  End ;  fometimes  for  their  own, 
•and  fometimes  for  the  Good  of  'others.  And  faid, 
fhe  did  not  repent  coming  into  this  Nation, 
though  fhe  was  fo  tried,  being  fatisfkd  (he  was 
&’1'  in 
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in  her  Place ,  W  that  it  was  the  Requiring  of 
him  who  had  f  upper  ted  her  to  a  Miracle  .  rind 
now  it  looked  as  if  two  poor  weak  Women  were _ 
fent  to  lay  down  their  Lives  in  the  Caufe  of 
Prutb  :  or  to  this  Purpofe  ;  (her  Companion 
■Sarah  Worral  having  departed  this  Life  at  Cork 
a  fhort  time  before)  And  as  many  faithful 
Servants  had  been  Sufferers  in  this  Land ,  as 
they  were  not  the  firjl,  fee  thought  they  would 
not  be  the  lafi.  She  mentioned  fomething  of  its 
lying  heavy  on  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  if  there 
was  not  an  Amendment.  But  for  thofe  that 
had  put  their  Hands  to  the  Plough,  fhe  defired 
fuch  might  go  on  with  Courage,  and  faid, 
God  was  on  their  Side  and  that  it  was  happy 
for  thofe  who  had  remembered  their  Creator  in 
■their  Youth. 

Another  time,  when  in  extream  Pain,  fhe 
cried  out,  Lord ,  look  down  upon  me ;  and 
begged,  that  Patience,  her  old  Companion ,  might 
not  leave  her  ;  and  faid,  Although  Pain  off  Body 
was  her  Portion  at  prefent ,  through  the  Mercies 
of  a  gracious  God  her  Mind  was  pretty  eafy. 
Though  fometimes  (lie  feared  fhe  was  not  quite 
fitted  for  that  glorious  Manfion  which  fhe 
aimed  at,  and  into  which  nothing  that  is 
unholy  can  enter  -,  yet  had  a  Hope  it  was  not 
in  Wrath  die  was  chaftifed,  for  die  had  to 
acknowledge,  Jhe  felt  the  Pouches  of  divine  Love 
to  her  Soul :  And  faid,  She  loved  the  f ruth,  and 
thofe  that  loved  it  were  precious  to  her  Life, 
whether  Relations  or  others  and  that  foe  had 

fought 
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I  o 

fought  it  from  her  Youth ,  and  was  thankful  for 
being  preferred  fo,  as  not  to  bring  a  Blemifo  on 

it,  fmce  foe  made  Pr  off  ion  thereof  but  had  done 
what  foe  could  for  it . 

A  Friend  taking  leave  of  her,  fhe  told  him. 
Whether  he  heard  of  her  Life  or  Death,  [he  hoped 
it  would  be  well.  Some  Friends  being  with  her, 
fhe  laid  fomething  of  the  Singularity  of  her 
Trials,  but  that  the  Hand  that  permitted  them, 
had  an  indifputable  Right-,  to  which  fhe  leemed 
refigned,  whether  in  Life  or  Death,  hoping  it 
•would  be  well.  She  faid,  She  loved  the  Truth, 
and  it  had  been  her  Support ;  and  defired  thofe 
that  had  begun  to  walk  in  it,  to  keep  clofe  to  it, 
and  it  would  never  leave  them. 

She  feemed  thankful,  that  the  Beauty  of  this 
W orld,  and  the  Enjoyments  of  it,  were  ftained 
in  her  Stew,  and  [he  made  willing  to  give  up 
all ;  the  bar  deft  was  her  dear  Hujband ,  being  fo 
far  from  him  ;  but  even  that  was  made  e after 
than  foe  could  expeB.  Being  wifhed  a  good 
Night  ’s  Reft  ;  file  faid.  She  did  not  expeSl  to  be 
free  from  Pain,  but  that  every  Night,  that  the 
Lord  fent ,  was  good  ;  and,  though  une a fy,  hoped 
they  all  would  be  good  Nights,  and  when  once 
the  Gulph  was  foot,  foe  foould  have  Reft. 

Speaking  to  a  Friend,  fhe  faid,  She  endea¬ 
voured  to  live  without  a  Will ;  and  that  [foe 
hoped  foe  had  born  her  Afflictions  with  a  degree 
^/’Chriftian  Fortitude.  Being  in  great  Pain, 
and  afked.  Whether  fhe  would  be  fettled  ?  die 
faid,  None  could  fettle  her  but  one  $  and  in  his 

own 
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own  Time,  (he  hoped ,  he  would  :  Then  cried 
out,  Dearejl  Lord,  though  thou  Jlay  me,  1  will 
die  at  thy  Feet  -,  for  I  have  loved  thee  more  than 
Life.  She  fpoke  affectionately  to  a  Friend  that 
vifited  her,  gratefully  acknowledging  the  Care 
and  Tendernefs  fhewn  to  her,  and  counted  it 
a  high  Favour,  that  the  Hearts  of  her  Friends 
were  opened  to  receive  and  fympathize  with 
her.  She  fpoke  fomething  of  the  Exercifes  of 
Mind  the  went  through  before  her  Convince- 
ment,  and  the  Time  the  got  Relief  out  of  great 
Diftrefs,  and  was  enabled  to  make  Covenant 
with  the  Lord  ;  which  Time  Jhe  (till  remembered , 
and  hoped  Jhe  (hould  never  forget,  being  defrous 
often  to  return  to  Bethel,  and  to  remember  the 
Time  of  her  Efpoufals.  She  acknowledged  the 
Advantage  there  was  in  being  deeply  tried,  and 
that  it  was  the  Way  to  be  enabled  to  j'peak 
comfortably  to  others. 

Having  grown  weaker  for  feveral  Days,  fhe 
departed  this  Life,  in  a  quiet  Frame,  the  16th 
of  the  Fifth  Month  1755,  and  on  the  19th 
her  Corps  (accompanied  by  many  Friends) 
was  conveyed,  in  a  folemn  Manner,  from  our 
Friend  Robert  Lecky’s  to  Friends  Burying 
Ground  at  Ballybrianhill,  where  feveral  Tefti- 
tnonies  were  born  to  the  Truth. 

Thus  our  dear  Friend  finifhed  her  Courfe. 
it  remains  briefly  to  add  our  Teftimony  con¬ 
cerning  her. 

She  was  a  Woman  of  an  excellent  natural 
Underffanding  ;  in  her  Converfation  chearful, 

yet 
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yet  grave  and  inftructive  ;  Ihe  felt  the  Af 
fliaions  of  others  with  a  tender 

and  bore  her  own  with  Patience  and  Refill 
nation.  & 

*  uS  a  5?ini?er>  foe  was  deep  in  Travail,  clear 
i?  hei„°Pen,ngs>  p!ain  and  pertinent  in  her 
Exprelhons,  folid  and  awful  in  her  D  eport- 

ment  and  attended  with  that  baptizing  Power 
which  is  the  Evidence  of  a  living  xMiniftry  • 
and  which  fo  evidently  attended  her,  in  the' 
laft  Teftimony  the  bore  in  a  publick  Meeting 
(in  great  bodily  Weaknefs)  that  molt  or  all 
prefent  were  reached  and  deeply  affedted 
thereby,  and  a  young  Woman  was,  at  that 
Time,  convinced  of  the  Truth  ;  which  was 
as  a  Seal  to  the  finilhing  of  her  Service  in  the 
Work  of  the  Miniftry  ;  and,  in  which,  being 
io  owned  to  the  laft,  we  have  no  doubt  but 
lhe  now  receives  the  Reward  of  the  faithful 

Servant,  and  is  entered  into  the  Toy  of  her 
Lord.  3 


A  Peftimony 


Public k.  Friends  deceafed.  301 


1  \  y 

A  \ Tejiimony  from  Brighoufe  Monthly-  meeeting 
in  Yorkfhire,  concerning  John  Scott. 

HE  refided,  the  greated  part  of  his  Time, 
in  the  Town  and  Neighbourhood  of 
Leeds,  and  did  early  embrace  the  Heart¬ 
tendering  Vilitations  of  God’s  Love  to  his  Soul, 
under  which  he  became  very  fblid  and  religious 
whilft  young  ;  and  fo  effectual  was  the  Power 
and  Prevalency  thereof  upon  him,  that  before 
the  Expiration  of  his  Apprenticefhip,  he  came 
forth  in  a  publick  Tedimony.  And  as  the 
holy  Anointing  continued  and  increafed  upon 
him,  he  grew  in  the  Root,  and  became  well 
grounded  in  the  Minidry  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Peace  and  Salvation,  and  feemed  ever  careful, 
not  to  go  beyond  the  Line  of  Truth  therein. 
And  as  he  was  not  large,  fo  he  was  not  fre¬ 
quent,  in  his  publick  Appearances  :  Towards 
the  Conclufion  of  his  Time,  his  Miniftry  ap¬ 
peared  ldill  more  lively.  In  our  Meetings  of 
Woifhip,  he  was  Angularly  fieadv  in  his  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  Arifings  of  divine  Life  and  Power, 
and  was  ready  to  join  with  it,  in  whomfoever 
he  found  it  to  appear. 

He  vifited,  at  ieveral  tipnes,  the  greateft  Part 
or  this  Illand  3  and  once,  with  his  dear  Friend 
jf ohn  HciJlam,  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland ,  and 
Holland :  In  all  which,  we  have  reafon  to 
believe  his  Labours  were  acceptable  to  Friends. 

He 
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He  was  a  conftant  Attender  of  our  Meetings 
for  Difcipline,  and  was  of  confiderable  Service 
therein,  having  a  peculiar  Talent  for  the  good 
Purpofes  thereof.  He  was  quick  of  Apprehen- 
lion,  and  found  in  Judgment,  and  w  ien  con¬ 
cerned  to  fpeak  to  Cafes,  his  Words  were  few 
and  favoury.  He  was  remarkably  tender  of 
having  any  difirwned ,  without  firft  trying,  by 
Gofpel  Endeavours,  affectionately  to  reclaim 
them  ;  neither  was  he  lefs  careful,  that  the 
Society  fhould  not  be  impofed  on  by  the  fpe- 
cious  Pretences  or  fuperficial  Acknowledgments 
of  any.  Such  was  his  Regard  for  Peace  and 
good  Order  in  the  Society,  that  he  often  em¬ 
ployed  and  exerted  his  Abilities  in  that  good 
and  laudable  Office  of  a  Peace-maker ,  both  at 
home  and  abroad  with  Succefs. 

He  was  a  frequent  Attender  of  the  Yearly- 
meeting  at  London ,  where  he  was  well  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  we  hope  of  Service.  His  laft  Journey 
thither,  was  with  his  above-mentioned  Friend 
< ’John  Ha/lam,  taking  Meetings  through  feveral 
of  the  Inland  Counties,  which  he  performed, 
though  very  weak  in  Body  j  and  conftantly 
attended  the  Meetings  in  London ,  and  appeared 
very  lively  and  acceptably  therein.  When  thefe 
Meetings  were  over,  he,  by  fhort  Journeys, 
(vifiting  fome  Meetings  in  his  Way)  reached 
pur  Quarterly-meeting  at  Tork,  which  alio  he 
attended,  notwithstanding  the  bodily  Infirmi¬ 
ties  which  were  upon  him,  and  was  evidently 
favoured  with  the  Gopdnefs  of  Truth, 

'  i  r  •*  »  •“  I  i  )  *  i  »  •* 
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This  Meeting  being  over,  and  not  being 
able  to  reach  home,  lie  tarried  at  York,  and 
was  enabled  to  lit  with  Friends  there,  in  their 
Meeting  the  Firft-day  after,  and  appeared  to 
the  Satisfaction  of  Friends,  as  it  was  in  a 
degree  of  the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and 
Power.  After  which,  becoming  weaker  and 
weaker,  on  the  Fifth-day  following  he  breath¬ 
ed  his  laft,  having  bote  his  ilnels  with  re¬ 
markable  Resignation  and  Quietnefs  of  Mind, 
and  we  doubt  not  is  entered  into  eternal  Reft. 

He  died  at  York  the  3d  Day  of  the  Seventh 
Month  1755,  and  was  buried  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  in  Leeds  the  6th  Day  of  the 
fame,  Aged  about  Seventy,  a  Minifter  Fifty 
Y  ears. 


A  Yeflimony  from  Marfden  Monthly-meeting  in 
Lancashire,  concerning  Alice  Hall. 

PRECIOUS  in  the  Sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
Death  of  his  Saints  ;  precious  the  Re- 
memberance  of  their  Lives  to  his  People,  and 
worthy  to  be  recorded,  as  Examples  to  prelent 
and  fucceeding  Generations ;  that  marking  the 
peaceful  End  of  the  Perfect  and  Upright,  many 
may  be  induced  more  fteadiiy  to  perfevere  in 
the  Footfteps  of  the  Flock  of  Chrift,  and 
encouraged  to  enter  early  into  the  Vineyard  of 
our  Lord,  as  did  this  our  departed  Friend  ; 

who 


3°4  Testimonies  concerning 

who  having  been  favoured  with  the  valuable 
Bleffing  of  a  religious  Education,  under  the 
Care  of  pious  Parents,  gave  timely  Hopes  of 
an  Increafe  in  Piety,  advancing  in  Grace  as 
fhe  advanced  in  Years. 

About  the  Twenty  fourth  Year  of  her  Age, 
fhe  was  called  to  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry’ 
and  gave  Proofs  of  her  Love  to  the  Almighty, 
by  Obedience  to  his  Requirings,  continuing  a 
diligent  and  faithful  Labourer  in  his  Service  to 
the  End  of  her  Life. 

She  was  a  Perfon  generally  beloved,  both  by 
Friends  and  others  that  were  acquainted  with 
her,  conftantly  evidencing,  both  by  Example 
and  Precept,  that  the  Honour  of  God  and  the 
Good  of  Souls  were  her  chief  Concern. 

In  Meetings  fhe  was  diligent  in  attending 
to  the  Heavenly  Gift,  and  being  influenced  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  her  Dodrine  was  exceedingly 
edifying.  She  hath  for  feveral  Years  been  infirm 
of  Body,  but  ffrong  and  fervent  in  Spirit. 

The  State  of  her  Mind,  towards  the  dole 
of  her  Life,  we  think  can't  better  be  exprefied 
than  in  her  own  Words,  in  a  few  Lines  fhe 
fent  to  the  Meeting  fome  time  before  her 
Departure,  viz. 

“  The  Renewings  of  the  fame  Divine  Love, 

“  which  we  have  often  enjoyed  together,  doth 
“  at  this  Time  tender  my  Heart,  and  maketh 
“  me  humbly  thankful  to  the  God  of  my  Life. 

“  that  he  hath  not  only  been  pleafed  to  call  me 
ft  into  his  Vineyard  when  young  in  Years,  but 

-  lfQ 
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*£  alfo  to  be  near,  from  time  to  time,  and  favour 
me  with  his  living  and  powerful  Prefence 
“  now  in  my  old  Age,  to  his  Glory  and  my 
“  exceeding  great  Comfort :  For  which,  I  am 

<£  very  thankful  to  him,  who  is  worthy  o 
“  all  Glory  and  Honour  for  evermore.  Thus 
did  (lie  continue  fruitful  in  old  Age,  and  laid 
down  her  Head  in  perfect  Peace,  the  3d  of 
the  Ninth  Month  1755,  in  the  Seventy  fourth 
Year  of  her  Age.  A  Minifter  about  Fifty 
Years. 


A  Tejlimony  from  Newcaftle  Monthly-meeting , 
concerning  Archibald  Gillespy. 

HE  was  convinced  of,  and  embraced,  the 
Principles  of  Truth  in  his  young  Years, 
and  as  he  gave  up  in  Obedience  to  the  Mani- 
feftations  thereof,  was  by  the  Operation  of  that 
Divine  Power  and  Grace,  by  which  he  was 
firft  reached  and  early  called  to  the  Work 
of  the  Miniftry,  well  fitted  and  qualified  to 
hold  faft  the  Heavenly  Treafure,  which  dwelt 
largely  in  him.  He  was  alfo  furnifhed  with 
Wifdom  to  divide  the  Word  aright,  to  the 
Comfort  and  Edification  of  many,  like  the 
good  Scribe,  bringing  forth,  out  of  his  Trea¬ 
sury,  Things  new  and  old.  He  was  powerful 
and  reaching  in  his  Miniftry,  fervent  and 
folemn  in  Praver,  very  regular  and  circumfpeft 
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in  his  Conciiid  ;  of  a  peaceable  Difpofition, 

an  umble  Life,  and  godly  Converfation  ;  an 

affedionate  k.nd  Hufband,  a  tender  and  loving 
rarent.  6 

•  Hx,WaS, a  due  Attende,‘  of  Meetings  for  di¬ 
vine  Worlhip,  as  alio  Monthly  and  Quarterly- 

meetings  for  Difcipline,  whilfl  he  had  Ability 
of  Body,  and  many  times  had  good  Service 
therein  ;  tho’  we  don’t  find  that  he  travelled 
much  abroad  in  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry 
except  into  Scotland,  and  fome  of  the  Northern 
Counties  in  England,  where,  we  believe,  he 
was  well  received,  and  had  good  Service,  not 
only  in  flopping  the  Mouths  of  Gainfayers, 
but  his  Do&rine,  at  times,  dropt  as  Dew,  and 
his  Speech  difr illeci  as  the  fmall  Rain,  greatly 
refrefhing  the  tender  Plants. 

We  are  lenfible  of  the  great  Lofs  the  Church 
has  fuftained  by  his  Death,  though  we  believe 
it  is,  his  great  Gain,  who  has  done  a  good 
Day  s  Work,  and  as  a  Shock  of  Corn  full  ripe, 
we  doubt  noi,  is  entered  into  the  Reft  prepared 
for  all  thofe  that  love  and  ferve  the  Lord/ 

He  died  the  30th  of  the  Tenth  Month  at 
Ncwcafile,  and  was  buried  the  2d  of  the 
Eleventh  Month  1755,  in  Friends  Burying 
Ground  there,  Aged  near  Eighty  nine,  and  a 
Minifter  Sixty  two  Years. 


A  Tejlimony 


Publick  Friends  deceafed.  307 

•  1  s^-'  f 


A  'Teftmony  from  Carlifle  Monthly  -  meeting, , 
concerning  David  Hodgson. 

'  :  '  ■  ■  ; 

He  was  born  at  Wormanby  near  Car UJb 

in  Cumberland ;  his  Parents  were  of  good 
Repute  and  Efkem  among  F riends  and  others  ; 
and  being  favoured  with  a  religious  Education, 
as  he  advanced  in  Years,  came  more  imme¬ 
diately  to  experience  in  himfeif  the  Vifitations 
of  divine  Grace,  which  teachetfi  to  live  foberly, 
righteoully  and  godly  in  this  prefent  World  ; 
and  as  he  gave  up  in  Obedience  thereunto, 
experienced  Peace  and  Juftification  in  his  own 
Soul  ;  and,  about  the  Year  1704,  came  forth 
in  a  publick  Teftimony  to  the  Univerfality  of 
the  Love  of  God  in  Chriff  Jefus,  ■  and  to  the 
effectual  Operation  of  his  Grace  in  the  Hearts 
and  Souls  of  Mankind,  in  order  to  their  Salva¬ 
tion  ;  and  his  Miniltry  was  attended  with  a 
fervent  Engagement  of  Spirit  lor  the  Caufe  of 
Truth,  and  the  Profperity  thereof. 

He  attended  the  Yearly  -  meeting  in  London 
feveral  times,  in  his  younger  Years,  and  vilited 
the  Meetings  of  Friends  in  divers  Parts  of 
this  Nation  ;  in  Scotland  more  generally,  and 
in  Ireland  two  different  Times  :  Of  which 
Labours  of  Love,  and  Services  in  the  Truth, 
we  have  had  good  Accounts. 
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.  <b 

He  was  a  diligent  Attender  of  Meeting  aad 

exemplary  ,n  timely  coming.  And  though  in 

f  ee.Jln§s /°I'.DlklPline  he  was  not  forward  to 
g>eak  to  Affairs  ;  yet  was  much  concerned  for 
Peace  and  the  good  Order  of  the  Church  for 

the  reconciling  of  Differences,  and  maintaining 
the  D helpline  thereof.  ^ 

He  entertained  Friends  with  great  Opennefg 
and  Freedom.  He  was  a  loving  Hufband,  a 
kind  Friend  a  peaceable  Neighbour,  and 
charitable  to  the  Poor  and  A  Elided.  He  bore 
a  faithful  Felfimony  againff  the  antichriftian 
o  e  o  ithes,  not  only  as  to  paying, 
hut  as  to  receiving  them  ;  for  being  by  Law 
intituled  to  an  tmpropriate  Tithe ,  he  refufed  to 
receive  the  fame  in  his  Life-time  ;  and  at  his 
Death,  by  Will  devifed  the  faid  Tithe  to  the 

feveral  Owners  of  the  Eftates,  out  of  which  it 
was  payable. 

In  the  Decline  of  Life,  though  he  did  not 
enjoy  a  good  State  of  Health,  yet  he  attended 
Meetings  at  home  when  able,  and  the  Monthly 
and  Quarterly-meetings  ;  though  he  appeared 
not  much  in  the  Miniltry  of  late,  yet  we  have 
Caufe  to  believe  he. retained  the  fame  Love  and 

Unity  of  Spirit,  with  Truth  and  Friends,  and 
the  Caufe  thereof. 

.As  his  Diforder  grew  upon  him,  which  was 
faid  to  be  of  the  Paralytick  kind,  his  Capacity 
was  in  forne  degree  impaired,  tho’  he  moftly 
continued  fenfible  to  the  End.  He  departed 
this  Life  in  great  Stilnefs  the  14th  of  the 

Eleventh 
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Eleventh  Month  1755,  and  was  burled  the 
1 6th  of  the  fame,  in  Friends  Burying  Ground 
at  Moorhouje  (a  folemn  Meeting  being  firft 
held)  attended  by  many  Friends  and  others. 

Aged  Seventy  nine,  a  Minifter  Fifty  one 
Years.  litrti-IHCt  -i/bi 
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A  Teftimony  from  the  South  Monthly  -  meeting 
in  the  County  of  Warwick,  concerning  John 
Bf.vington. 


OUR  dear  and  much  efteemed  Friend 
John  Bevingtoni  was  one  who,  by  a  di¬ 
vine  Touch,  was  prevailed  upon  in  his  young 
Years,  to  turn  his  Back  upon  Folly,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  walk  in  the  Paths  of  Virtue  and 
Righteoufnefs ;  and  being  naturally  of  a  chear- 
ful,  adtive  and  generous  Temper,  quick  of 
Apprehenfion,  and  of  good  Judgment,  he  be¬ 
came  more  than  ordinarily  ufeful  in  his  Gene- 
ration  as  a  Man,  as  well  as  through  divine 
Favour,  as  a  Chriflian  and  a  Minifter  ;  fo  that 
it  may  be  truly  faid  of  him,  that,  as  a  Neigh¬ 
bour,  he  was  fociable,  very  ferviceable,  and 
lived  and  died  in  good  Repute  ;  as  a  Friend, 
fincere,  fympathizing  and  ready  to  affift  ;  as 
a  Hufband  and  Parent,  tender  and  affedtionate, 
careful  and  folicitouily  concerned,  by  Precept 
and  Example,  to  train  up  his  Children  in 
Plainnefs,  Sobriety,  and  the  Principles  of  true 
~  ;  X  3  ■  Religion; 
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Religion  ;  and  for  many  Years,  at  the  Head 
of  a  large  Family  of  Children  and  ServantSj 
demeaned  himielf  as  a  prudent  Oeconomift, 
with  a  Heart  and  Houfe  open  for  the  Enter¬ 
tainment  of  his  Friends.  A  zealous  Attender 
of  Meetings,  both  for  Worffiip  and  Difcipline, 
and  a  Promoter  of  Opportunities  of  Retirement 
in  his  own  Family  and  others  :  And  thus  (as 
alfo  in  his  general  Conduit)  endeavouring,  by 
a  circumfpedt  and  exemplary  Life  and  Deport¬ 
ment,  to  come  up  in  the  Difcharge  of  his 
pufy  towards  God  and  Man  j  and  having  his 
Eye  to  the  Recompence  of  Reward,  was 
enabled  by  Faith  to  prefs  through  the  En¬ 
tanglements  of  an  adverfe  World,  and  run 
with  Patience  the  Race  fet  before  him,  though 
often  in  the  Deeps  ;  largely  experiencing,  that 
through  many  Tribulations  the  Righteous  enter 
the  Kingdom. 

As  to  his  publick  Teftimony  it  was  found 
and  edifying,  which  rendered 'him  very  near 
and  valuable  to  many,  and  well  approved 
amongft  us.  He  travelled  not  a  little,  in  the 
Service  of  the  Miniftry,  in  this  Nation.  In 
the  Year  1749  he  vilited  Scotland ,  in  Company 
with  'John  Lewis ,  and  had  feveral  Meetings 
diftant  from  the  Refidence  of  any  under  our 
Denomination  ;  which  Opportunities  he  par¬ 
ticularly  mentioned  in  his  laft  Ilnefs,  as  be¬ 
lieving  the  Fields  in  that  part  are  white  unto 
Harvelt That  Journey  he  vilited  Friends  in 
Ireland ,  miffing  few  if  any  Meetings  in  that 

Nation  ; 
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Nation  ;  and  that  thefe  his  Labours  of  Love 
tended  to  real  Service,  and  the  mutual  Satis¬ 
faction  of  himfelf  and  tbofe  amongft  whom 
his  Lot  was  caft,  is  bej'ond  doubt  with  us  ; 
tor  we  believe  he  was  moved  and  exercifed 
therein,  under  divine  Influence. 

To  thefe  his  Labours,  as  a  Minifter,  we  may 
add,  that  he,  as  a  Member  in  our  Meetings  of 
Difcipline  and  Church  Affairs,  was  for  many 
Years  remarkably  ferviceable.  The  Lofs  of 
fuch  Worthies  is  really  matter  of  Lamentation, 
but  being  fatisfied  our  Lofs  terminates  in  his 
eternal  Gain,  we  defire  to  fubmit  to  that 
Providential  Arm,  who  giveth  and  taketh 

away  as  it  pleafeth  him. 

His  laft  Ilnefs,  being  a  Diforder  in  his 
Stomach  and  Bowels,  proved  exceeding  pain¬ 
ful,  and  having  little  Appetite,  reduced  his 
Strength  apace  ;  but  that  Power  that  vifited 
him  in  his  Youth,  and  had  been  underneath 
to  fuftain  in  every  needful  Time,  did  not  leave 
him  in  this  his  final  Conflict,  but  enabled  him 
to  endure  it  with  Patience,  and  to  triumph  over 
Death,  the  Sting  thereof  being  removed. 

Amongft  the  few  Expreffions,  through  Pain 
and  Difficulty  delivered,  he  fignified,  'That 
though  he  had  laboured  abundantly ,  he  had  no 
Merit  of  his  own,  but  trufled  in  the  Mercies  of 
God,  and  had  Hopes  of  a  bleffed  Immortality  ; 
and  might  he  but  quietly  pa/s  away,  the  greate/l 
Monarch's  Place  on  Earth,  would  be  difpifed  by 
him ,  in  comparifbn  of  eternal  Reft  and  tho  his 
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Family  and  Friends  were  near  and  dear  to  hint, 
yet  now  he  could  not  but  beg  to  be  difjslvcd. 

He  departed  this  Life  in  a  very  innocent 
and  Lamb-like  Frame,  at  his  own  Habitation 
at  Upper  Eatlngton,  the  15th  Day  of  the 
Twelfth  Month  1755,  in  the  Sixty  fifth  Year 
of  his  Age,  having  been  a  Minifter  near  Forty 
Years  ;  and  on  the  17th  of  the  faid  Month, 
his  Body  was  decently  interred  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  at  Upper  Eatlngton  aforefaid, 
accompanied  by  many  Neighbours,  Relations 
and  Friends,  which  was  a  very  folemn  Oppor¬ 
tunity, 


„  i  &  11 

Jl  ‘Tejlimony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 
Witham  in  ElTex,  concerning  Anna  Flack. 

y  ■'  ■  *  (  v  ,  t ./  .  i  t  ^  f 
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IT  having  pleafed  the  Lord  to  remove  by 
Death  our  worthy  Friend  Anna  Flack ,  the 
Remembrance  of  her  Zeal  and  Chriftian  La¬ 
bours  engages  us  to  impart,  as  a  Teftimony, 
That  having  received  a  Gift  in  the  Miniftry  of 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  fhe  appealed  in  a  publick 
Teftimony  about  the  Twenty  fixth  Year  of 
her  Age.  Her  Integrity  and  Faithfulnefs  in 
tiie  Exercife  thereof  was  great,  notwithftand- 
ing  her  Afflictions  and  Trials,  of  which  die 
had  an  uncommon  Share,  which  rendered  her 
State  a  Life  of  Sorrows ;  but  fine  attained  Expe¬ 
rience  by  the  Things  which  fiie  differed,  and 
'  being 
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being  faithful,  they  added  to  her  Enjoyment 
of  the  Lord  s  Goodnels,  and  tire  Advancement 
of  his  Work  j  fo  that  many  in  this  and  the 
adjacent  Counties  can  from  comfortable  Expe¬ 
rience  teftify,  fhe  was  fent  of  God  to  water 
his  Heritage. 

Her  Miniftry,  accompanied  with  the  holy 
Anointing,  tended  greatly  to  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  and  Edification  of  the  Sincere-hearted, 
file  being  frequently  and  zealoufly  concerned, 
in  the  Courfe  of  her  Service,  in  true  Gofpel 
Love  to  call  unto,  invite  and  warn  the  Difobe- 
dient  to  forfake  the  Evil  of  their  Ways,  and 
turn  to  the  Lord  with  all  their  Hearts,  whilft 
the  Day  of  his  merciful  Vifxtation  was  extend¬ 
ed  unto  them. 

She  was  fincerely  concerned  to  adorn  her 
Dodfrine  with  a  Converfation  agreeable  thereto, 
being  a  good  Example  in  diligent  Attendance 
of  religious  Meetings,  in  which  fire  was  a  true 
and  faithful  Labourer  in  Spirit,  for  the  Refur- 
redtion  of  that  divine  Life  and  Power,  which 
is  the  Crown  of  all  our  religious  Affemblies. 
Her  grave,  weighty  and  tender  fitting  therein 
was  affedting  to  behold. 

She  was  greatly  ferviceable  in  the  Promotion 
of  our  Womens  Meetings  of  Difcipline  :  The 
Members  of  which  will  be  no  (mail  Sharers  in 
the  Lofs  of  fo  valuable  a  Friend.  She  was 
concerned  for  the  Promotion  of  Truth  in 
general,  alio  earneftly  exercifed  on  Account  of 
her  own  Family  in  particular,  that  they  might 
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live  in  the  Fear  of  God  ;  being  an  affectionate 

Wite  and  a  very  tender  careful  Mother  to  her 

Children,  much  beloved  by  her  Neighbours  in 

general,  to  whom  fhe  was  ferviceable  in  divers 

RefpeCts  and  the  Lofs  of  her  is  generally 
lamented  by  them. 

.  jn  latter  Part  of  her  Life  fhe  had  an 
infirm  State  of  Body,  whereby  (he  was  ren¬ 
dered  unable  to  travel  any  confiderable  Dif- 
tance  ;  yet  fhe  conftantly  vifited  and  attended 
Meetings  about  home  when  able,  and  very 
frequently  when  under  Indifpofition  of  Body 
We  believe  and  trufi  fhe  is  at  Reft,  the  Lord 

calling  her  from  laborious  Works  to  a  peaceful 
Reward. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  20th  of  the 
Twelfth  Month  1755,  at  her  Houfe  in  Bore- 
ham.  Aged  about  Forty  fix  Years,  and  was 
buried  at  Witham  the  25th  of  the  fame  Month, 
a  great  many  F riends  and  others  accompanying 
her  Body  to  the  Place  of  Interment. 


A  TeJIimony 
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A  Teftitnony  from  the  Monthly  -  meeting  of 

Reading  in  Berkfhire,  concerning  Isaac 
Pickerel  l. 


OUR  faid  dear  Friend  removed  from 
^  London,  and  fettled  with  us  the  latter 
End  of  the  Year  1723,  where  his  Company 
and  religious  Services  have  been  very  accept¬ 
able  ;  the  Lord  having  bleffed  him  with  a 
confiderable  Share  of  Underflanding,  both  in 
divine  and  natural  Things,  whereby  he  was 
well  qualified,  as  well  as  zealouily  concerned, 
for  the  maintaining  that  good  Oicer  a  no 
wholfome  Difcipline  eftabiifhed  in  the  Church, 
and  therein  adted  with  that  prudent  Care  and 
Circumfpedhon,  which  evidently  denoted  tnat 
he  lived  near  to  the  Weli-fpring  of  Divme 
Goodnefs.  He  was  very  affifting,  by  Advice 
and  otherwife,  to  f  riends  in  Cafes  of  Difriculty, 
either  of  a  religious  or  civil  Nature  ;  having  a 
true  Sympathy  with  fucn  as  were  concerned 
for  the  Profperity  of  Zion,  unto  whom  he  was 
as  a  nurfing  Father.  Neither  did  the  afflidted 
Widows,  or  their  Fatherlefs  Children,  efcape 
his  Regard.  And  as  he  truly  feared  the  Lord-, 
and  delighted  in  the  Company  of  his  People, 
fo  his  Heart  as  well  as  Honfe  was  open  to  iuch 
whom  the  Lord  concerned  for  the  fpreading 
.of  his  glorious  Gofjpel. 


The 
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The  many  good  Advices  and  fweet 


the  of  the  Spring  of  eternal  Life,  in 

whlch  his  Heart  was  often  enlarged,  and  his 


Mouth  opened  amongft  us,  to  the  Reviving  of 
the  Spirits  of  thofe  that  were  ready  to  droop 
as  well  as  to  the  Refrefhment  of  the  Sincere  in 
Heart  j  though  full  in  the  Difcharge  of  his 
Duty  to  the  Stubborn  and  Rebellious. 

He  was  found  in  Dodrine.  diftind  in  De 
livery,  and  his  Miniftry  edifying  as  well  « 
convincing  ;  as  many  were  Witneftes  to,  not 
only  in  thefe  Parts,  but  likewile  in  moft  Parts 
of  Great  Britain,  where  bis  Labour  of  Love, 
and  Gofpel  Miniftry  was  very  acceptable. 

For  divers  Years  paft  he  was  afflided  with  a 
Diforder  which  brought  on  him  great  Weak- 
nefs  of  Body,  but  he  remained  found  in  his 
Memory  and  Underftanding,  and  in  humble 
Refignation  to  the  Divine  Will  patiently  wait¬ 
ed  for  his  Change  ;  declaring,  not  long  before 
it  came  upon  him,  his  Satisfadion  in  that  he 
found  his  Day’s  Work  was  done,  and  that  he 
had  jaithfully  Jerved  the  Lord,  his  Church  and 
People  ;  fo  that  we  may  fay,  in  the  Words  of 
the  holy  Apoftle,  He  had  fought  the  good  Ft  ft. 


and 
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and  kept  the  Faith,  and  is  gone  to  receive  the 
immortal  Crown  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
Judge,  will  give  to  all  thofe  that  love  his  Ap¬ 
pearing.  itio  ionahnstlft  3nf'-n" 

He  quietly  departed  this  Life  the  23d  of  the 
Second  Month  1756,  and  was  buried  the  ift 
of  the  Third  Month  following,  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  at  Reading,  his  Funeral  being 
attended  by  many  Friends  and  fober  Neigh¬ 
bours  ;  where  divers  living  Tellimonies  were 
born  to  the  Excellency  of  that  Power,  by 
which  he  was  railed  up  and  preferved  to  his 
Oonclufion  :  Aged  near  Seventy  nine,  a  Mink- 
liter  about  Fifty  three  Years, 


■  i 

hw  rh  snr^ifo  • 'VifnniM 

A  ‘Teftimony  from  the  Mens  Meeting  at  Cork  in 
Ireland,  concerning  Ann  Hart. 

.  ytr\i  1.  io  f  yofifaiJ.  zXci  ••  \ ♦ 

BY  an  Account  which  (he  delivered  to  a 
Friend  before  her  Unefs,  we  underhand 
that  fhe  was  educated  amongft  the  Baptifts, 
and,  when  very  young  in  Years,  was  often 
affedted  with  the  Miniftry  of  one  Coleman ,  a 
Baptijl  Preacher,  who,  when  Orders  came  to 
this  City  to  flop  all  Diffenters  Meetings,  dropt 
the  publick  Meeting  which  occa honed  much 
Thoughtfulnefs  and  Exercife  in  her  Mind  ; 
and  being  at  fome  Lois,  fhe  w7ent  to  the  pub- 
lick  Worfhip,  but  foon  grew  weary,  and  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  Deadnefs  and  Formality 

thereof ; 
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thereof  :  Whereupon,  obferving  that  Friends 
kept  up  their  Meetings  at  that  Time  of  Perfe- 
cution,  Ihe  went  to  one  of  them,  and  was  fo 
reached  by  the  V  ifitaiion  of  Truth,  through 
their  living  Mmiftry,  that  Ihe  was  thereby 
convinced,  took  up  the  Crofs  and  joined  with 
-them,  (being  then  about  Thirteen  Years  old) 
notwithftanding  the  many  Slanders  that  were 
railed  againft  them,  both  by  malicious  Tongues 
and  abuiive  Books,  as  a  People  denying  the 
holy  Scriptures ,  Prayer,  &c.  which  fhe  foon 
found  were  falfe.  And  being  concerned  to  be 
faithful  to  the  Difcoveries  of  Truth  in  her 
own  Mind,  fhe  witneffed  a  Growth  in  it,  and 
received  a  Gift  in  the  Miniftry,  in  the  Exer- 
cife  of  which  fhe  was  very  acceptable  to  us, 
being  lively  and  to  our  Edification. 

During  her  Ilnefs,  fhe  often  gave  good 
Counfel  and  Advice  to  Friends  that  vifited  her, 
and  expreli'ed  her  religious  Experiences  in  an 
sfFedting  Manner  to  them,  which  were  omit¬ 
ted  to  be  taken  down  ;  but,  in  particular,  a 
little  before  her  Deceafe,  floe  recommended  to 
Friends,  Pkat  they  Jhould  he  concerned  to  invite , 
and  bring  into  the  Mens  and  Wi omens  Meetings , 
fuch  Youth  as  were  fiber  and  orderly  ;  as  alio, 
that  they  fhould  be  weighty  in  their  Meetings, 
and  be  careful  to  keep  near  to  Prath  ;  and,  as 
it  may  open ,  give  Judgment  impartially ,  without 
Favour  or  Ajf  'edlion.  And  having  retained  her 
Integrity  to  the  End,  we  believe  is  now  entered 
into  "thole  Manfions  of  eternal  Felicity,  where 
*■  the 

\  *  i  ■*. 
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the  Wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  the 
Weary  are  at  Reft. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  2 2d  of  the  Third 
Month  1757,  in  the  Eighty  feventh  Year  of 
her  Age. 


A  Tejlimony  from  the  Quarterly  -  meeting  of 
Oxfordshire,  held  at  Witney,  concerning 
Thomas  Gilkes. 

WH  E  N  it  pleated  Divine  Goodnefs  to 
call  him  into  the  Miniftry,  it  was  his 
Care  fo  to  demean  himfelf,  as  to  adorn  the 
Dodtrine  of  Truth  ;  and  he  was  a  Man  much 
beloved,  not  only  by  Friends,  but  by  his 
Neighbours.  We  think  he  might  be  deemed 
one  of  thofe  Elders  that  deferved  double  Honour , 
being  found  in  Do&rine,  diligent  in  the  Lord’s 
Bufinefs,  and  an  excellent  Example  of  Induftry 
in  his  Family.  And  when  drawn  abroad,  in 
the  Love  and  Service  of  the  Gofpel,  (which 
was  frequent  while  able)  he  was  particularly 
careful  to  return  home  with  great  Expedition, 
when  he  looked  upon  his  Service  to  be  over. 
So  that  we  think  we  may  fafely  fay,  God’s 
Glory  and  the  Good  of  his  fellow  Creatures 
were  what  he  efteemed  his  ehiefeft  Joy. 

His  Care  over  the  Church  was  great  ;  he 
might  be  called  a  fteady  Watchman  :  And  it 
is  evident,  he  ruled  his  own  fionfe  well,  and 

brought 
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brought  up  his  Children  in  the  Nurture  and 
Admonition  of  the  Lord,  who  hath  been  a 
rich  Rewarder  of  his  Care  ;  for  he  was  livingly 
made  fenfible  of  his  Bleffing  refting  upon  him, 
and  even  when  his  outward  Man  was  decaying, 
and  his  Race  feemed  near  at  an  End,  the 
Heart- melting  Goodnefs  of  the  Lord  often 
made  his  Cup  run  over,  and  he  felt  the  Evi¬ 
dence  in  himfelf,  that  he  had  fought  a  good 
Fight,  and  kept  the  Faith,  and  we  have  no 
Caufe  to  doubt  but  he  now  inherits  an  incor¬ 
ruptible  Crown. 

May  the  God  and  Father  of  all  our  Mercies, 
if  it  be  his  Pleafure,  raife  up  many  more  fuch 
worthy  Inftruments,  that  his  Plantation  may 
be  watered,  and  living  Praifes  more  and  more 
afcend  to  his  great  and  excellent  Name,  who 
is  worthy  for  ever  and  ever. 

He  was  Aged  Eiehtv  two  ;  a  Minifter  about 
Fifty  Years. 
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A  Tejiimony  from  Ulfter  Province -meeting 
Ireland,  concerning  Robert  Richardson. 

*  •&  I  V  ^  j  , 

yjr  E  was  convinced  in  his  Youth  of  the 
p"  B  Principles  ol  Truth,  and  led  an  orderly 
exemplary  Life  according  thereto.  He  was 
diligent  in  attending  Meetings  at  home  an<| 
abroad,  and  zealous  for  the  maintaining  our 
Difcipline  ;  well  qualified  for  vifiting  Families, 
and  concerned  to  promote  it.  He  had  a  few 
Words  in  Meetings  for  near  Twenty  Years, 
and  though  his  Expreffions  were  but  ffiort, 
they  were  frequently  attended  with  Tendernefs, 
being  found  and  fuitable  to  the  State  of  the 
Meeting. 

He  had  extraordinary  Openings  of  Scripture 
Paflages,  which  were  comfortable  and  edify¬ 
ing.  He  was  often  under  Trouble,  and  fo r row¬ 
ful  Jy  expreffed  his  Concern  for  the  declining 
State  of  the  Church,  and  the  undue  Liberties, 
and  the  Unconcernednefs,  which  were  fpread- 
ing  amongft  the  Profeffors  of  Truth. 

In  his  laft  Ilnefs,  a  few  Days  before  his 
Departure,  among  many  other  weighty  and 
fenfible  Expreffions,  be  faid,  Now  l  know  that, 
my  Redeemer  liveth  ;  Glory  and  Honour  to  his 
holy  Name  for  evermore. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  29th  of  the  Fifth 
Month  1756,  Aged  Eighty  eight  Years. 

Y  A  'Tejiimony 
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A  Teftimony  from  Norwich  Monthly  -  meeting, 
concerning  Peter  Andrews. 

OU  R  dear  Friend  Peter  Andrews,  from 
Weft  jerfey  in  North  America ,  being 
on  a  religious  Vi  fit  to  Friends  in  this  Nation 
deceafed  in  this  City  •  and  the  lively  Senfe  of 
his  Sei vices,  and  the  Regard  we  bear  to  his 

Memory,  engages  us  to  tranfmit  the  following 
Teftimony  concerning  him.  b 

Hu  fisft  Vifit  to  us  was  in  the  Eleventh 
Month  1755,  and  his  Service  and  exemplary 
Deportment  will  remain  as  a  lafting  Teftimony 
for  him,  and  to  the  Truth  he  preached,  in 
the  Minds  of  many  ;  and  we  have  good  reafon 
to  befieve  he  was  made  inftrumental,  in  a  very 
particular  manner,  to  the  Help  and  Further¬ 
ance  of  fome  amongft  us,  whom  it  had  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  vifit  with  a  frelh  Vifitation  of 
his  Love.  And  by  the  Information  of  other 
Friends,  who  well  knew  him,  and  particularly 
out  Friend  II d nntnd  Peckover ,  who  freouently 
accompanied  him,  as  well  as  from  our  own 
Knowledge,  we  are  enabled  to  give  the  follow¬ 
ing  brief  Account  of  his  Labours  and  Travels, 
from  the  Time  of  his  Arrival  to  his  Death. 

He  landed  in  the  South  Part  of  England ,  in 
or  about  the  Sixth  Month  1755,  and  came 
direftly  up  to  London,  'where  he  was  kindly 

received 
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received  by  Friends,  and  had  very  good  Service 
during  a  fhort  Stay  there  5  but  being  defirous 
of  being  at  the  Quarterly-meeting  to  be  held 
at  York,  in  Company  with  feveral  Friends  of 
London ,  he  went  as  diredtly  to  the  faid  City  as 
he  could  well  do,  being  near  Two  Hundred 
Miles,  and  reached  there  by  the  24th  of  the- 
Sixth  Month,  at  which  Time  began  the 
Quarterly-meeting;  and  this  our  dear  Friend 
had  a  very  memorable  and  weighty  Opportu¬ 
nity  in  Miniftry,  in  the  Meeting  of  Minifies 
and  Elders  at  the  Opening  thereof ;  but,  in 
the  fucceeding  Meetings  for  Worfhip,  was 
moftiy  filent  -,  yet  in  thofe  for  Difcipline,  was 
divinely  led  to  fet  forth  the  Nature,  good  End 
and  Tendency  of  the  fame,  and  very  zealoufly 
preffed  to  the  keeping  them  up,  in  the  fame 
Wifdom  and  Power  in  which  they  were  firft 
effablifhed  ;  evidently  fetting  forth,  that  they, 
proceeded  jrom  that  which  gathered  our  Fore¬ 
fathers  to  he  as  a  peculiar  People  unto  God  ;  to 
the  no  fmall  Edification  and  Comfort  of  many 
fincere  Hearts,  who  rejoiced  greatly  in  having 
his  Company,  which  remains  frefh  in  their 
Remembrance  ;  his  Services  being  as  Bread 
caft  upon  the  Waters,  which,  according  to 
the  wife  Man’s  Obfervation,  foall  be  found 
after  many  Days , 

After  the  Quarterly-meeting  was  ended  he 
went  to  Pickering ,  where  a  very  large  Meeting 
is  kept  Annually  for  Worfhip,  and  had  fea- 
ibnable  and  profitable  Service.  He  travelled 

*  Y  2  fp 


324  1  esti  monies  concerning 

to  many  other  Places  in  that  County,  and 
Friends  were  greatly  refrefhed  and  edified  by 
his  Chriflian  Vi  fit,  though  not  always  attended 
by  publick  Declarations  in  their  religious  Meet¬ 
ings  appointed  on  his  Account,  which  were 
moftly  very  large,  and  Expectations  high,  yet 
his  Eye  was  to  his  great  Mailer’s  putting  forth. 
He  often  was  led  to  familh  that  too  eager 
Defire  after  Words  ;  and  in  feveral  publick 
Meetings  he  had  nothing  today  amonglt  them  ; 
which,  tho’  a  great  Dilappointment  to  many 
for  the  prefent,  yet  there  afterwards  appeared 
a  fignal  Service  in  it. 

He  was  at  Parm,  Stockton ,  Bainbrig,  and 
feveral  other  Meetings  in  and  about  the  Dales ; 
then  came  to  Leeds ,  Bradford ,  Wakefield ,  Dew- 
cafier ,  and  fo  into  Lincolnjhire ;  which  County 
he  vifited  pretty  generally,  alfo  the  Ille  of  Ely, 
and  came  into  Norfolk,  and  to  this  Place  in 
the  Eleventh  Month  1755,  as  afore-mention¬ 
ed  ;  was  at  moll,  if  not  all,  of  Friends  Meet¬ 
ings  in  our  County  ;  then  went  into  Suffolk 
and  EJfex ,  and  returned  to  London  the  latter 
End  of  the  firll  Month  1756,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  a  few  Weeks,  being  exceeding  ill  ; 
yet  was  at  molt  of  the  Meetings  in  that  City, 
and  was  very  lerviceable,  with  many  other 
Friends,  in  Affairs  particularly  relating  to  the 
Society  in  Penfilvania  at  that  Time. 

Fie  went  back  again  into  Efi'ex,  and  fo  for 
Hertfordfhire,  fome  Parts  of  Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordjhire,  Glocefierfhire ,  and  to  the  Yearly- 

meeting 
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^meeting  at  Brijiol  in  the  Fifth  Month  1756  j 
•and  had  good  Service  both  in  Meetings  for 
Worfhip  and  Difcipline,  which  was  well  re¬ 
ceived,  and,  it  is  hoped,  made  lading  Impref- 
fions  on  the  Minds  of  many  who  had  the 
Opportunity  of  being  prefen t. 

His  Indifpofition  dill  continued,  but  did  not 
hinder  him  from  travelling  :  From  Brijiol  he 
palled  through  fome  Part  of  Glocefierjhire ,  Wilt¬ 
shire,  and  Oxfordfhire,  and  got  to  the  Yearly- 
meeting  at  London  in  the  Sixth  Month,  and 
altho’  his  Ilnels  continued  upon  him,  was  en¬ 
abled  to  bear  feveral  living  Teftimonies,  in  the 
Demonf! ration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  Power. 

After  the  faid  Yearly- meeting  was  ended, 
he  came  down  to  the  Yearly  -  meetings  at 
Colchefter  and  Woodbridge. ,  where  he  was  emi¬ 
nently  fupported  to  be  ferviceable  in  the 
Churches.  At  Woodbridge  he  was  fttengthened 
to  bear  a  large,  powerful  and  affecting  Ted’t- 
motiy  in  the  lad  Meeting  of  Worfhip,  to  the 
tendering  of  many  Hearts,  whofe  States  were 
lo  effectually  fpoken  to,  as  that  -it  may  be 
fitly  compared  to  the  Excellency,  and  glorious 
Situation  which  the  PJalmifl  delcribed,  when 
he  fays,  How  good,  and  how  pleafant  a  'Thing  it 
is,  for  Brethren  to  dwell  together  in  Unity  !  It 
is  like  the  precious  Ointment  upon  the  Head,  that 
ran  down  upon  the  Beard,  even  Aaron’s  Beard, 
that  went  down  to  the  Skirts  of  his  Garments  : 
Hs  the  Dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  Dew  that 
■defended  upon  the  Mountains  of  Zion  ;  for  there 
■  Y  3  the 
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the  Lord  commanded  the  Blejjing,  even  Life  for 
lever  more ,  Pialm  cxxxiii.  i,z,  3.  It  was  indeed 
a  moft  Heavenly,  precious,  baptizing  Seaion, 
(this  being  the  laft  publick  Opportunity  our 
dear  Friend  had)  in  which  he  was  wonder¬ 
fully  led  to  fet  forth  the  prog  re  five  Steps  the 
Almighty  was  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of,  in 
appearing  to  Gideon ,  confirming  him  in  the 
Certainty  of  his  Requirings,  condefcending  to 
grant  his  Requefts  in  a  very  peculiar  Manner, 
and  Sealing  them  with  his  Prefence,  and  giving 
him  Vidtory  over  his  Enemies,  as  he  was  faith¬ 
ful  to  follow  the  blefied  Author  that  pointed 
forth  the  beginning  as  well  as  finifhing  that 
great  Work,  to  which  that  extraordinary  Ser¬ 
vant  of  God,  Gideon,  in  his  Day  was  called  ; 
which  memorable  Service  of  our  dear  Friend, 
there  is  great  Reafon  to  believe  the  great  Lord, 
who  prepared  him  for  the  fame,  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  fix  as  a  Nail  in  a  fure  place  5  and 
may  it  fo  continue  in  the  Remembrance  of 
thofe  then  prelent,  who  are  left  for  a  fmall 
Space  yet  in  Mutability. 

He  continued  very  weak  in  Body  all  his 
Stay  in  Woodbridge,  being  about  five  Days,  and 
jno  Perfwafions  could  prevail  with  him  to  hinder 
his  Letting  forward  for  his  journey,  having 
ftrong  Defires  in  his  Mind  to  fee  Friends  in 
th  is  Place  again  ;  and  to  a  particular  Friend  he 
exp  relied  his  Love  fo  great  to  us,  that  he  thought 
he  could  'willingly  die  with  us.  He  was  favoured 
to  accomplish  it  in  two  Days  after  he  left 

Woodbridge , 
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Woodbridge,  though  with  great  Difficulty,  and 
lodged  at  the  Houfe  of  our  friend  John  Oxley , 
as  he  had  done  before,  but  took  to  his  Bed  foon 
after  he  got  in,  to  which,  the  remaining  Part 
of  his  Time,  he  was  moftly  confined. 

It  being  the  Time  of  our  Yearly-meeting, 
many  Friends  went  olten  to  vifit  him,  and 
he  erprefied  to  fome,  That  he  was  fatisfied  he 
was  in  his  Place ,  in  giving  up  to  follow  the  Re¬ 
gainings  of  the  Lord ,  in  leaving  his  outward 
Habitation, ,  and  thofe  near  Blefjings  of  a  mofl 
tender  afj  e  cl  toil  ate  JFife  and  autiful  Children . 

The  Severity  of  his  Unefs  kept  him  moftly 
delirious,  yet  he  was  favour’d  with  fome  clear 
Intervals  ;  in  one  of  which,  being  in  a  fweet 
Heavenly  Frame  of  Mind,  he  broke  forth  in 
the  following  fervent  Supplication,  viz.  Oh  ! 
this  poor  Soul  hath  been  for  many  Days  on  the 
Brink  of  the  Pit  of  Diftrefs  ;  but  thou ,  dear 
Father ,  doft  not  afflidl  thy  Children  willingly , 
but  for  fome  great  and  good  Caufe  known  only  to 
thyfelf:  Dear  Father  !  fujfer  not  thy  Children 
ever  to  defpair  of  thy  Mercies ,  but  that  we  may 
be  helpful ,  as  much  as  may  be  in  our  Power,  to 
one  another  in  all  fuch  times  of  Trouble.  Deare/l 
Father  !  thou  haft  been  pie  a  fed  to  open ,  and  to 
favour  with  thy  Goodnefs  ;  my  Soul  is  thankful, 
and  can  fay,  thou  art  worthy  of  Glory  and 
Praife  for  evermore. 

He  continued  to  the  13th  of  the  Seventh 
Month  1756,  and  then  departed  this  Life, 
and  was  interred  in  Friends  Burying  Ground 
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the  1 8th  of  the  fame,  after  an  awful  Meeting: 
(his  Corps  being  attended  by  a  very  large 
Dumber  of  Friends  and  others)  and  no  doubt 
he  reds,  with  the  Spirits  of  the  Juft  made 
perfedt,  in  thofe  glorious  Manfions  prepared 
for  all  thofe  that  hold  out  in  Faithfulnefs  to 
the  End.  His  Memory  is  very  precious  and 
dear  to  many  who  are  yet  furviving,  and  we 
believe  it  may  truly  be  faid,  that  few  Friends 
who  have  travelled  in  this  Nation,  have  been 
more  approved,  or  had  more  general  Service 
in  fo  ftiort  a  Space  of  time. 

i  .  #  4+mrs  }  •,  w  -1  T  £  • 
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^  Tejlimony  from  Knarefborough  Monthly - 
meeting  in  Yorkshire,  concerning  David 
Hall. 

.  -  W'  i  -.!  ■  --JI  ,  V  :fe,V.  '  ,  '  '  . 

'■4 "  <  ‘i  '  /  , 

HE  was  born  at  Skipton  in  Craven  the  2 2d 
of  the  Tenth  Month  1683,  of  honeft 
and  religious  Parents,  from  whom  he  had  the 
Bleffing  of  a  religious  Education,  which  he 
happily  improved  from  his  Youth. 

In  the  Eleventh  Year  of  his  Age  he  was 
fcized  with  the  Small-pox  of  a  malignant  kind, 
from  which  he  narrowly  efcaped  with  his 
Lite,  whereby  his  bodily  Strength  was  much 
impaired,  and  his  Nerves  fo  affeded,  that  he 
rarely  afterwards  could  walk  fteadily  ;  for 
which  reafon  his  Father,  thinking  him  unlike¬ 
ly  to  bear  much  bodily  Fatigue  or  Labour, 

about 
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-about  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  his  Age  put  him  to 
the  Free-School  at  Skip  ton  (there  being  at  that 
time  no  School  of  Friends  that  taught  the 
Languages  in  our  Parts)  wherein,  by  his  In- 
duftry  and  Diligence,  in  a  fhort  time  he  at¬ 
tained  a  competent  Knowledge.  He  was  a 
good  Example  to  his  School-fellows,  adorning 
his  Profeffion  by  a  grave  and  exemplary  Con- 
verfation,  and  was  in  great  Efteem  with  his 

Mailer.  (  , 

Having  gone  through  the  Claffics,  and  left 
that  School,  his  Father  open’d  one  for  Boarders 
in  his  own  Houfe,  which  was  managed  with 
good  Succefs,  many  Friends,  from  different 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  fending  their  Children  to 
be  inftrudted  by  him. 

About  the  Year  17 11  he  came  forth  in  a 
publick  Tetlimony,  wherein  he  was  very  zeal¬ 
ous,  yet  according  to  Knowledge  ;  and  after 
fome  time  he  had  a  Concern  to  go  into  the 
Streets  at  Skipton  and  Keighley,  on  the  Market- 
day,  to  warn  People  to  Repentance  and 
Amendment  of  Life.  As  he  grew  in  the 
Miniftry,  he  was  concerned  to  vilit  at  feveral 
times  molt  Parts  of  this  Nation,  as  allb  Scot¬ 
land  and  Ireland,  as  by  a  fhort  Journal,  he  left 
in  Manufcript,  does  amongft  divers  other  re¬ 
markable  Paffages  of  his  Life  particularly  ap¬ 
pear.  He  was  very  weighty,  plain  and  perti¬ 
nent  in  his  Teflimony,  even  to  the  meaneffc 
Capacities,  not  affedting  to  be  thought  learn¬ 
ed,  well  knowing  the  Jnfufficiency  of  human 

Literature 
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Literature  and  acquired  Parts  in  a  Gofpel 
Miniftry.  He  had  an  excellent  Knowledge 
and  Undemanding  of  the  holy  Scriptures 
which  he  had  a  peculiar  Talent  in  beautifully 
allegorizing  upon,  frequently  in  his  Testimony, 
to  the  Information  and  Edification  of  the 
Confiderate  amongft  his  Auditors.  He  had  a 
great  Concern  for  the  Youth  of  our  time,  fre¬ 
quently  advifing  them,  To  make  the  Religion  of 
their  Education,  the  Religion  oj  their  fudgment  j 
and  not  content  themfelves  with  Formality,  which 
is,  in  religious  Matters,  no  more  than  'a  dark, 
dry  and  empty  Lamp.  Thofe,  more  advanced 
^  Years,  he  called  out  of  JR orldly~mindednejs. 
Indolence,  Lukewarmnefs  and  Indifference  -,  often 
reminding  us  of  the  Church  of  Laodicea,  that 
her  Cafe  was  as  vile  in  the  Sight  of  God,  as  that 
tf  the  Wicked  and  Prop  bane. 

He  diligently  attended  Firft-day  and  Week¬ 
day  Meetings,  at,  or  before,  the  Hour  appoint¬ 
ed,  to  the  Conclufion  of  his  Time  ;  as  alfo 
Monthly  and  Quarterly-meetings,  till  of  late 
Years  he  was  prevented  by  bodily  Infirmities  5 
during  which  Interval  of  time,  he. was  con¬ 
cerned  to  write  divers  Epiftles  and  Manu- 
fcripts  to  the  faid  Meetings,  and  Friends  in 
general ;  Part  whereof  are  publifhed,  and  Part 
remain  in  Manufcript,  wherein  are  contained 
many  good  and  weighty  Advices  and  Admo¬ 
nitions,  fuited  to  molt  States,  Stations  and 
Cireumftances  of  Life. 

V.  /  '  ’’  V- 

His 
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His  Life  and  Converfation  was  innocent  and 
inoffenbve,  conducted  witn  Witdom,  Vntue 
and  true  Piety  ;  he  was  a  tender  nurfing  Father 
to  the  Young  in  the  Miniftry,  a  Strengthener 
of  the  Weak,  a  Comforter  of  the  Feeble¬ 
minded,  an  Encourager  of  the  Faithful  in  the 
fmalleft'Gifts.  He  had  it  very  much  upon  his 
Mind,  the  latter  Part  of  his  time,  to  advife 
Friends,  Not  to  be  too  much  difeouraged ,  tho' 
they  might  fee  the  Places  of  fuch  as  the  Lord 
had  raifed  up ,  and  truly  qualified  for  the  Work 
of  the  Miniftry ,  left  empty ,  and  but  little  Ap¬ 
pearance  in  many  Places  of  Succefifion  therein  ; 
for  the  eternal  Root  remained  the  fame ,  though 
the  Branches  were  taken  away. 

He  was  given  to  Hofpitality,  a  Lover  of 
good  Men,  a  kind  Plufband,  an  affectionate 
Father,  a  good  Neighbour,  of  a  tender  and 
charitable  Difpofition  towards  the  Poor.  May 
we  that  are  left  behind  fo  run,  that  we  may 
alfo  obtain  the  Prize,  which  undoubtedly  he 
hath  done,  having  run  well  to  the  End ;  which, 
after  fome  previous  Ilnefs,  wherein  he  expreffed 
his  Afiurance  of  Peace  w>ith  the  Lord ,  came 
pretty  fuddenly  upon  him  the  1 6th  of  the 
Ninth  Month  1756,  in  the  Seventy  third  Year 
of  his  Age,  having  been  a  Minifler  about 
Forty  five  Years, 


N.  B.  His  Journal  and  fever al  of  his  Epi files 
are  fince  publijked,  and  may  be  had  of  the  Printer 

A  P'eftimony 


A  Tcflimony  from  Mountmelick  Monthly¬ 
meeting  in  Ireland,  concerning  Mary  Neat 
jormerly  Mary  Peisley. 


^rE/-,WaS’  in  her  y°un§er  Years,  a  Lover 
j  A.aiCty  and  Vanity-  till  vilited  by  the 
Lord  ;  the  thereupon  gave  herfelf  up  to  Verve 
him  with  full  Purpofe  of  Heart. 

Being  called  into  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry 
fhe  readily  obeyed,  yet  with  religious  Fear’ 
being  particularly  careful  not  to  be  too  for¬ 
ward  ;  fo  that  her  Offerings  were  like  Fruit  in 
its  right  Seafon,  to  the  Honour  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Coniolation  of  his  Heritage.  She  was 
a  diligent  Labourer  in  Spirit  for  the  Subjedion 
of  Self,  and  the  Prevalence  of  divine  Life  ; 
and  as  fhe  was  very  careful  to  rife  up  in  that 
Life,  fo  was  fhe  likewife  to  fit  down  in  it. 
Her  reverent  Solidity,  and  patient  Waiting 
u  non  the  Lord  in  Meetings,  being  very  exem¬ 
plary,  and  carrying  with  it  a  Reach  and  Awe 
to  thofe  that  beheld  her. 

She  was,  when  out  of  Meetings,  of  an 
t  t  retired  in  Spirit,  awful  and 

weighty  in  her  Deportment,  her  Words  few 
and  favoury,  adminiftering  Grace  to  the  Hear¬ 
ers  ;  feeking  much  to  have  her  Converfation  in 
Heaven,  and  to  draw  the  Minds  of  others 
thitherward.  In  Friends  Families,  often  drawn 

forth 
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forth  in  the  pure  Love  of  God,  particularly  to 
the  Youth.  In  the  Difcipline  of  the  Church, 
of  great  Service  ;  fo  that,  though  but  young  as 
to  the  time  of  her  Miniftry  and  Services,  die 
flood  in  the  Authority  of  Truth  as  an  Elder, 
and  as  a  Pillar  in  the  Lord’s  Houfe,  bearing 
the  Weight  of  Oppofition,  and  Affaults  of  op- 
pofite  Spirits,  without  giving  way,  the  Divine 
Power  being  her  Shield,  and  the  Munition  of 
Rocks  the  Habitation  of  her  Soul. 

Under  a  lively  Concern  for  the  Welfare  and 
Honour  of  every  Part  of  the  Society,  fire  was 
at  times  qualified  to  impart  tender  and  luitable 
Counfel  to  her  Brethren  and  Sifters  engaged  in 
the  Miniftry  and  Difcipline,  That  they  might 
have  a  fingle  Eye  to  the  Glory  of  God,  to  prefer 
his  Service  before  their  oven,  and  to  get  their 
Day's  Work  well  done  in  the  Day  time.  She  freely 
gave  up  herfelf  to  fpecd  and  be  fpent,  and  to 
pal's  through  various  Perils,  of  a  very  near  and 
exercifing  kind,  by  Sea  and  by  Land  ;  often 
under  great  Weaknefs  and  Hardfhip  of  Body, 
as  well  as  Pain  of  Mind  :  Twice  fhe  vifited 
the  Meetings  of  Friends  through  this  Nation  ; 
once  through  England,  and  fince  that,  through 
the  American  Continent  ;  and,  by  Accounts 
received  we  find  her  Services  abroad  corre- 
fpond  with  the  Teftimony  here  given  of  her. 

Since  her  Return  from  her  American  Jour¬ 
ney,  fhe,  with  fome  others,  vifited  the  Families 
of  Friends  through  this  Monthly-meeting,  as 
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fiit  Had  done  a  while  before  her  faid  Journey, 
The  Weight  of  that  Service  lay  chiefly  upon 
her,  and  we  believe  fhe  difeharged  herielf 
faithfully  therein  ;  it  was  finilhed  the  14th  of 
the  1  bird  Month  1756,  and  on  the  20th, 
after  an  Ilnefs  of  about  fourteen  Hours,  {he 
was  removed  by  Death,  to  the  forrowful’  Sur- 
prife  of  many,  in  a  Senfe  both  of  our  own 
Lofs,  and  that  of  the  Church  in  general,  by 
the  fudden  Removal  of  this  worthy  Inflrument 
in  the  Lord  s  Hand,  who  we  believe  was  well 
prepared  to  live  with  Chrifl:  in  his  Kingdom, 
with  whom  her  Life  was  hid  whilft  here. 

She  was  indeed  a  true  Burthen-bearer,  a 
valiant  Warrior,  that  turned  not  her  Back  in 
the  Day  of  Battle  ;  very  nearly  united,  in  the 
celeftial  Bond,  to  fuch  as  loved  Truth  above 
all  Things,  and  has  left  very  few  amongft  us, 
equal  to  her,  in  refpedt  to  a  faithful  and  dili¬ 
gent  Application  to  the  great  and  primary  End 
of  our  Exiftence. 

On  the  24th  of  the  faid  Month,  her  Corps 
was  taken  into  the  Meeting-houfe  in  Montrath, 
where  a  folemn  Meeting  was  held  on  the  Oc- 
cafion,  and  feveral  Telfimonies  born,  many 
Friends  from  adjacent  Meetings  attending  it’; 
after  which,  it  was  decently  interred  in  Friends 
Burying  Ground  in  the  faid  Town.  She  died 
Aged  Thirty  nine,  a  Minifter  about  Twelve 
Y  ears. 
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Some  Accoimt  of  her  lajl  Exprejfions. 

“  On  the  17th  of  the  Third  Month  (three 
“  Days  before  fhe  departed  this  Life)  in  a 
“  retired  Opportunity,  with  feveral  Friends, 

“  Ihe  was  opened  to  lpeak  of  the  Excellency  of 
“  the  Sabbath  of  Reft  ;  and,  that  when  Almighty 
“  God  had  finijhed  his  fix  Days  Work  in  Gre- 
u  at  ion ,  he  appointed  a  Sabbath ,  and  fanclijied 
“  it  ;  and  (he  believed  there  was  there,  who 
“  would  ceafe  from  their  Works,  and  enjoy  a 
u  Sabbath ,  in  which  they  would  have  no  Work  to 
“  do.  She  was  clear  and  fweet  in  the  Declara- 
“  tion  of  it,  and  the  ufual  Seal  of  her  Miniftry 
“  attended  it. 

“  On  the  Day  fhe  departed  this  Life,  fhe 
“  lay  quiet  and  flill,  in  a  retired  awful  Frame, 
“  and  would  fometimes  raife  her  Voice  with  a 
“  melodious  Spund,  through  the  Efficacy  and 
“  Virtue  of  that  glorious  Grace,  which  fo  often 
“  animated  her  to  found  forth  Praifes  to  the 
“  King  of  Saints  :  And  though  the  did  not 
then  exprefs  herfelf  in  Words,  yet  there  was 
51  a  Language  in  the  Sound,  that  richly  and 
“  fully  manifefted,  that  file  triumphed  over 
“  her  bodily  Pain,  and  over  Death/ Hell  and 
“  the  Grave  ;  for  fhe  longed  to  be  diiTolved, 
,£  intreating  her  Lord  to  give  her  a  Releafe,  if 
cc  it  was  confident  with  his  holy  Will, 

“  About  Half  an  Hour  before  her  Departure, 
c<  her  Pain  being  taken  away,  ffie  fa  id,  1  praife 
■  1  b  0  my  God  !  jor  this  Favour.  After 

which, 
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“  which,  {he  breathed  fhorter  and  fhorter,  and 
“  quietly  departed  without  Sigh  or  Groan, 
“  like  one  falling  into  a  fweet  Sleep  j  and  is 
<c  ddubtlefs  gone  to  enjoy  that  Sabbath  of  Reft, 
“  fhe  fo  ardently  longed  for,  diligently  fought 
“  after,  and  fo  feelingly  fpoke  of  in  her  laffc 
“  Teftimony  ;  having  been  a  Pattern  to  the 
“  Believers  in  many  pious  Excellencies,  in 
“  Word,  in  Converfation,  in  Charity,  in  Spirit 
“  in  Faith,  in  Purity.’’  * 


A  Teftimony  from  Brighoufe  Monthly-meeting  in 
Yorkfhire,  concerning  Rebecca  Cowel. 

THIS  our  dear  and  ancient  Friend,  was 
defcended  of  believing  Parents  in  the 
Eaft  Riding  of  this  County,  and  was  one 
whom  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  vifit  with  the 
kind  and  merciful  Offers  of  Life  and  Salvation 
in  her  Youth,  which  {lie  embraced,  and  be¬ 
came  a  chofen  Veft'el  for  his  Ufe,  and  had  to 
tell  to  others,  what  he  had  done  for  her  Soul, 
before  fhe  was  Twenty  Years  of  Age.  The 
Teftimony  fhe  had  to  bear,  to  the  Sufficiency 
of  the  Name  and  Power  of  Jefus,  was  plain, 
found  and  informing.  Whillt  unmarried,  fhe 
vilited  the  Meetings  of  Friends  through  the 
greateft  Part  of  this  Nation  and  Scotland. 

In  the  Year  1708,  {he  married  John  Cowell 
of  Leeds,  a  Friend  of  good  Repute,  and  a  true 

Help  -mate 
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Help-mate  in  the  bell  Things ;  in  whole  time, 
flie  vifited  molt  of  the  Meetings  in  England, 
and  alio  thole  of  IV ales  and  fince  his  Dtceafe, 
in  like  manner,  this  and  the  neighbouring 
Counties,  and  once  again  molt  of  the  Meetings 
in  Wales  ;  in  all  which  Labours  of  Love,  we 
have  reafon  to  believe  floe  was  ferviceable  to 
many,  as  Ihe  alio  was  at  home,  wneic,  in  the 
very  Decline  of  Life,  lire  (hone  more  bright  in 
her  Gift  than  ever. 

A  few  Months  before  her  laft  Ilnefs,  being 
appointed,  with  other  Elders,  to  v.iiit  families, 
file  went  through  mod  of  our  Meetings  with 
much  Openneis  and  Enlargement  cf  Heart,  to 
the  great  Satisfaction  of  Friends,  which  the 
more  endeared  her  to  her  fellow  Members  in 
Chrift,  and  when  the  Time  of  her  Removal 
came,  made  their  Lofs  the  more  fenfibly  feit. 
She  was  zealous  for  preferving  good  Order 
amongft  the  Women,  and  was  often  engaged 
in  their  Meetings  of  Difcipiine  to  good  Satis¬ 
faction. 

Her  Care  for  the  Poor,  elpecially  thofe  of 
her  own  Sex,  was  very  conliderable,  to  whom 
her  Charity,  as  well  as  Advice,  was  often  ex¬ 
tended.  She  was  frequent  in  attending  of 
Meetings,  even  when  old  Age  and  Infirmities 
of  Body  feemed  fufticient  to  prevent  her.  In 
her  laft  Sicknefs  Die  endured  great  bodily  Af¬ 
flictions,  with  very  remarkable  Patience  and 
Refignation  to  the  Divine  Will,  and  often 
dropped  many  comfortable  and  .edifying  Ex,- 

.  •  . ,  •  Z  prefiions. 
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preffions,  to  her  Relations  and  Friends  who 
frequently  vifited  her  ;  as  alfo  at  other  times 
breaking  forth  in  holy  Praifes  and  Thanfgiving 

!i°  /^jP'S^ty,  for  his  manifold  and  abun- 
ant  Blemngs  j  and,  not  long  before  her  Exit 
faid  Though  my  Weaknefs  of  Body  is  great ,  and 

yet  my  Holy  Helper 
is  near  ;  I  am  often  refrejhed,  I  am  ojten  com¬ 
ported,  I  have  nothing  too  much ,  nor  nothing  too 
little,  and  all  is  well.  In  this  Heavenly  Frame 
of  Mind  (he  continued  to  the  5th  of  the  Fifth 

Month  1756,  when  (lie  departed  without  a 
Sigh. 

Aged  neat  Seventy  nine,  a  Minifter  near 
Sixty  Years. 


A  fefirnony  from  Devon  (hi  re-houfe  Monthly¬ 
meeting ,  concerning  Abraham  Farrington. 

TH  I  o  worthy  h/Iinifter  and  Eider  having 
had  Drawings  in  Spirit  for  feveral  Years\ 
as  we  are  informed,  to  vifit  the  Churches  of 
Chrifl  in  this  Nation  and  Ireland \  in  the 
Service  of  the  Gofpel :  When  he  apprehended 
the  Time  approached,  wherein  he  was  to  enter 
upon  this  weighty  Engagement,  he  fettled  his 
outward  Affans  $  and  having  the  Concurrence 
andUnity  of  the  Brethren,  embarked  on  board 
a  Veflel  bound  from  Philadelphia  to  Dublin,  in 
Company  with  three  Friends  from  Europe, 

who 
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who  had  performed  a  religious  Vifit  to  the 
Churches  in  America . 

He  landed  at  Dublin ,  after  a  fafe  and  pro-* 
fperous  Voyage  of  about  four  Weeks.  He 
vifited  the  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Ireland ,  and 
by  the  Accounts  received  from  thence,  had 
very  weighty  and  acceptable  Service  there. 
After  he  had  laboured  faithfully  in  that  Nation 
to  (Lengthen  the  Brethren,  and  affift'in  build¬ 
ing  up  the  wafte  Places  in  Sion,  he  embarked 
for  England  ;  and  having  vifited  tne  Churches 
in  feme  of  the  Northern  Counties,  and  attend-, 
ed  the  Yearly-meeting  .at  Penrith  (where  his 
Labour  of  Love,  in  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry, 
was  to  Edification  and  Comfort)  he  came  up 
to  this  City  to  the  Yearly-meeting,  where  his 
Service  was  truly  acceptable. 

After  the  Yearly-meeting  was  over,  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Yearly- meetings  of  Colchejler ,  PE ood * 
bridge ,  Norwich,  and  the  Quarterly-meeting 
at  York,  and  vifited  many  Meetings  in  the 
Northern  and  Midland  Counties  ;  from 
whence,  good  Accounts  have  been  received  ol 
the  weighty  and  affedting  Labours  of  this  our 
dear  deceafed  Friend, 

He  returned  again  to  London  the  latter  End 
of  the  Twelfth  Month  1757,  and  having 
travelled  with  great  Diligence,  and  laboured 
fervently,  his  Health  was  impaired  ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  he  attended  Meetings  till  his  Diforder 
encreafed  fo  as  to  render  him  incapable  of 
further  Service. 

%  2 


As 
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As  this  our  dear  worthy  and  honourable 
Friend  fpent  but  little  time  in  this  City,  we 
eannot  from  Knowledge  and  Experience  give 
fach  a  Teftimony  concerning  him,  as  might 
be  thought  requifite  ;  yet,  as  fome  of  us  par¬ 
took  of  the  Benefit  of  his  religious  Labours, 
we  find  ourfelves  engaged  to  give  forth  this 
Teftimony  concerning  him. 

His  Converfation  was  innocently  chearful, 
yet  grave  and  inftrudtive  ;  he  was  a  Man  of  a 
weighty  Spirit,  a  Valiant  in  IJrael ;  a  fharp 
Reprover  of  libertine  and  looie  Profeffors,  but 
tender  to  the  Contrite  and  Humble,  and  a 
Lover  of  good  Order  in  the  Church. 

_  He  was  ftrong  in  judgment,  found  in  Doc¬ 
trine,  deep  in  divine  i  bings  ;  otten  explaining, 
in  a  deal  liveiy  jVlanner,  the  hidden  iViyfteries 
wrapt  up  in  the  Sayings  of  Chrift,  the  Prophets 
and  Apoftles  ;  and  it  may  truly  be  laid,  he 
was  well  inftrudted  in  the  Kingdom,  bringing 

forth,  out  of  his  Treafure,  Things  new  and 

old. 

His  Miniftry  was  in  Plainnefs  of  Speech, 
and  attended  with  divine  Authority,  reaching 
the  Witnefs  of  God  in  Man,  and  to  the 
Habitation  of  the  Mourners  in  Sion  ;  frequently- 
pointing  out,  in  a  lively  Manner,  the  Paths 
of  the  exercifed  Travellers,  and  the  Steps  of 
Heavenly  Pilgrims  •,  by  which  he  was  made 
helpful  to  fuch  as  are  feeking  the  true  Reft, 
which  the  Lord  hath  prepared  for  his  People. 
It  may  truly  be  laid,  he  was  eminently  gifted 

for 
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-for  the  Work  of  the  prefent  Day,  remarkably 
qualified  to  expole  tire  My  fiery  of  Iniquity, 
and  to  point  out  wherein  true  Godiinefs 

confifted. 

His  Diftemper  encreafing,  he  was  confined 
to  his  Bed,  at  the  Houle  of  our  Friend  'Thomas 
fackfon,  in  Devonjhire-fquare ,  where  all  necef- 
fary  Care  was  taken  of  him.  During  his  Ilnefs, 
he  was  very  fweet  and  tender  in  his  Spirit, 
and  remarkably  patient.  He  uttered  many 
comfortable  and  Heavenly  Expreffions,  and 
feveral  times  faid,  He  apprehended  his  Time  in 
this  World  would  be  but  Jhort  ;  and  feemed 
fully  refigned  to  quit  Mortality,  having  an 
Evidence,  that  he  fbould  be  cloathed  upon  with 
Immortality ,  and  be  united  to  the  Heavenly  Hofl. 

He  had  frequently  been  heard  to  fay,  in 
time  of  Health,  That  he  thought  he  Jhould  lay 
down  his  Body  in  this  Nation ,  and  not  fee  his 
Friends  in  America  more  ;  to  which  he  ap¬ 
peared  freely  given  up.  Fie  often  exprelfed  his 
Defire,  that  he  might  be  favoured  with  an  eafy 
Paffage  •  which  was  gracioufly  granted. 

He  departed  this  Life,  the  26th  of  the  Firfl 
Month  1758,  like  a  Lamb,  without  either  Sigh 
or  Groan,  as  one  falling  into  a  fweet  Sleep, 
Aged  about  Sixty  fix  Years  ;  and  on  the  30th 
of  the  fame,  his  Body  was  carried  to  Dcvonjhire- 
houfe ,  where  a  large  and  folemn  Meeting  was 
held,  which  was  owned  by  him  whole  Prefence 
is  the  Life  of  our  Meetings  ;  and  from  thence 
his  Body  was  carried,  by  Friends,  to  their 

Z  3  Burying 
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Burying  Ground  in  Bunhill-fields, ,  a  large  Con- 
courfe  accompanying  it,  and  was  there  decently 
interred  artiongfl  the  Remains  of  many  of  our 
primitive  Worthies,  and  valiant  Soldiers  in  the 
Lamb’s  War,  who  loved  not  their  Lives  unto 
Death,  for  the  ft  ord  oj  God  and  Djlimony  of 
Jejus.  ■.  Ah'inu 

. -  ■  -  ■  -  .  ....  


A  Leftimony  from  Tottenham  Monthly-meet- 
mg,  in  the  County  of  Midolefex,  concerning 
Daniel  Bell. 

»  gk.  'i  )  .A 

'V'  dlLJ  ‘flit*  Jut  -J*.  t  f  * 

OUR  eminent  and  worthy  Friend  Daniel 
Bell ,  was  the  Son  of  Jonathan  and 
Re  b  cc  c  a  Bell, ,  of  Cocker  mouth  in  Cumberland, 

both  defcended  of  reputable  Parents,  and  well 
efteemed  in  the  Society. 

He  was  horn  the  12th  Day  of  the  Twelfth 
Month  1685  j  and  being  foberly  and  religioufly 
inclined  from  his  Youth,  was  often  favoured 
with  the  tendering  and  refrefhing  Influence  of 
Divine  Love  ;  fo  that  when  very  young,  he 
Was  frequently  drawn  to  folitary  Places  for 
Retirement  and  Prayer  ;  and ,  as  he  has  feveral 
times  cccaflonally  mentioned ,  renewed  his  Ref b- 
lutions  to  per f ever e  in  Obedience  to  thofe  early 
-Reaches  of  Divine  Grace  and  Favour  ;  and  was 
often  fully  perfuaded,  that  by  continuing  faith¬ 
ful  therein,  he  fhould  be  conducted  fafely  through 
the  various  Occurrencies  that  might  attend  him 
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in  this  Life  5  frequently  remembering  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  that  iolemn  Advice  of  Chrift  to  his 
Followers,  Seek  ye  jirji  the  Kingdom,  of  God 
and  his  Righteoufnefsy  and  all  thej'e  ‘Things,  fhall 
be  added  unto  you.  And  as  he  continued 
faithful  in  Obedience,  he  found  it  effectually 

verified  in  himfelf.  .  ' 

Soon  after  his  coming  to  London ,  which 

was  in  the  Year  1703,  he  entered  into  an 
Apprenticefhip  ;  and  his  circumfpeCt  and  reli¬ 
gious  Deportment  drew  the  Notice,  and  gained 
him  the  Affedion,  of  folid  Friends  ;  and  join¬ 
ing  in  an  intimate  Converfation  with  fome  of 
the  moft  religious  young  Men,  they  had  many 
precious  Opportunities  of  Retirement  together, 
to  their  mutual  Edification,  and  Growth  in  the 
Grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  which  hin¬ 
dered  not,  but  promoted,  their  Succels  in  what 
they  engaged  in  of  temporal  Concerns. 

He  came  forth  in  the  Miniftry  about  the 
Year  1705  ;  and  his  Service,  in  that  Capacity, 
was  well  approved  by  Friends  and  others. 
About  the  Year  1708,  he  had  a  Concern  to 
vifit  his  native  Country  ;  and  having  obtained 
Leave  of  his  Mafter,  and  with  the  Concurrence 
of  the  Monthly-meeting  he  belonged  to,  he 
fet  out  from  London  the  25th  of  the  Second 
Month  1708,  accompanied  with  fome  Friends 
from  thence  to  Uxbridge ,  where  there  was  a 
Burial,  which  occafioned  a  large  Number  of 
People,  who  were  attentive  to  the  Teftimony 
born,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  was  in  Dominion, 
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to  the  tendering  of  many  Souls.  And  one  of 
t  e  friends  accompanied  turn  into  Ciumbericind , 
viiiting  Meetings -in  the  feveral  Counties  thev 
palled  thiouga,  wiiere  they  had  many  tender¬ 
ing  and  comfortable  Seafons.  And  being  come 
to  his  Father’s  Habitation  :  —Pleafe  to  take 

ms  own  Account  oj  the  Reception  be  met  with 
ther - 


A  viz. 


C  f 


JVly  dear  Parents,  faid  Jhe,  received  me 
with  much  Gladnefs  ;  and  that  Evening 
■  mariy  Friends  came  to  fee  me,  and  otu* 
Hearts  weie  cemented  together  in  the  En¬ 
joyment  ot  Divine  Love,  which  was  largely 
ihcd  abioad  amongft  us*  Blefied  be  the 
God  oi  i  ruth  for  ever,  who  remembers  his 
"  birthing  Seed.  On  the  Third-day  Morn¬ 
ing  I  went  to  P ardfey-crag  Meeting,  and 
called  to  fee  cur  dear  Friends  James  Dick - 
tnjon  and  Wife,  who  went  to  Meeting,  and 
a  glorious  T.  ime  we  had,  to  the  Joy  and 
Satisfaction  or  many.  And  tarrying  forrie 
Weeks  in  the  County,  I  vifited  the  Meetings 
in  general,  where  we  had  many  comfortable 
Seafons  ;  and  I  accompanied  feveral  Friends, 
ec  appointed  to  vifit  Families,  and  had  good 
Satisia&ion  in  our  Viiit ;  the  Lord’s  owning 
Power  did  attend  us  in  a  wonderful  Manner;’ 
he  ,was  pleafed  to  open  the  States  of  Friends 
Families  very  particularly,  to  the  Edification 
of  his  People,  in  the  Places  where  we 
cameD 
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At  the  Quarterly-meeting  for  Cumberland , 
he  met  our  Friend  John  Bell,  and  from  thence 
they  continued  together  till  they  returned  to 
London,  vifiting  Friends  Meetings  in  the  Coun¬ 
ties  through  which  they  palled,  where  they 
had  many  fatisfadtory  Times.  In  that  Journey 
he  had  good  Service,  for  the  Comfort  and 
Edification  of  the  Faithful,  and  hisTeftimony 
had  a  great  Reach  on  many  of  the  Youth. 

In  1710,  he.,  v luted  the  Meetings  twice  in 
Kent,  Siifjex,  Hampfhire  and  Surry.  In  1711, 
he  entered  upon  a  Vifit  to  Friends  Meetings  in 
mod  Parts  of  England ,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
where  feveral  were  convinced  by  his  Miniftry  ; 
and  he  returned  to  London  the  6th  of  the 
Fourth  Month  1713:  Soon  after  which,  he 
travelled  in  the  adjacent  Counties,  and  alfo  in 
the  Wellern,  vifiting  Meetings. 

In  the  Year  1713,  he  took  a  Journey  in 
the  Weflern  and  Northern  Counties.  In  1715 
and  17 18,  he  travelled  in  the  South  and  Weft 
Parts  :  In  1744,  in  the  North  and  Eaft.  In 
1745,  1746,  and  1747,  he  travelled  in  the 
North  and  Weft  Parts.  In  1748,  he  made  a 
general  Vifit  to  the  Northern  and  Midland 
Counties  ;  and  to  the  fame  in  1750  :  And  his 
laft  and  concluding  Vilit  to  thefe  Parts,  was 
in  the  Year  1755.  Since  which  time,  he  fre¬ 
quently  travelled  into  the  adjacent  Counties, 
in  the  Service  of  the  Gofpel. 

He  was  found  and  edifying  in  his  Tefti- 
mony,  often  drawn  forth  in  Points  of  Doftrine 

with 
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with  great  Clearnefs,  which  tended  to  the 
Opening  the  Underftanding  into  the  Dodtrinc 
of  the  Chriftian  Faith  and  Pradtice.  He  was 
very  aftedfionate  for  the  Youth,  and  often 
engaged,  in  his  publick  Miniftry,  for  their 
Good  j  his  Counfel  to  them  was  weighty  and 
of  great  Importance,  delivered  in  fo  tender 
and  affectionate  Manner,  as  made  him  truly 
aimstble  in  their  View  :  In  fhort,  we  believe 
him  to  have  been  a  fandtified  Veffel  for  the 
Lord’s  Ufe.  And  being  often  times  favoured 
with  the  qualifying  Influences  of  the  Divine 
Spirit,  his  Dodtrine  dropt  as  the  Dew,  to  the 
great  Refrefhment  of  the  Heritage  of  God ;  and 
there  are  many  living  Witneffes,  that  can  fet 
Seal  to  his  Miniftry  and  Labours  of  endeared 
Love  amongft  us. 

He  was  conftant  in  attending  Meetings, 
both  for  Worfhip  and  Difcipline.  His  Conver- 
fation  was  exemplary,  fincere,  and  courteous  ; 
not  tenacious,  but  condefcending.  He  was 
diligent  and  induftrious  in  Bufinefs,  when  at 
liberty  from  religious  Duties,  and  the  Service 
of  the  Church.  He  was  a  loving  Hufband,  a 
tender  and  affedfionate  Parent,  a  kind  and 
gentle  Mafter,  well  beloved  by  his  Relations 
and  Friends,  and  efteemed  by  his  Neighbours. 

The  laft  Time  he  was  at  Meeting,  he  was 
remarkably  favoured  with  Power  from  on 
high  ;  which  was  fo  demonftrated  by  the 
Fulnefs  and  Clearnefs  of  his  Teftimony,  as  to 

be 
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be  taken  particular  Notice  of  by  divers  Friends 
that  were  prefent. 

In  his  laft  Ilnefs  he  was  attended  with  the 
Over-fhadowings  of  Divine  Goodnefs  ;  and 
though  the  ProfpeCt  of  lofing  lo  dear  a  Rela¬ 
tion,  and  fo  worthy  a  Friend,  could  not  but 
be  Matter  of  Sorrow  and  Affliction  ;  yet,  in 
the  Mid  ft  thereof,  the  fweet  Frame  of  Mind 
in  which  he  was,  when  confined  to  his 
Chamber  and  bis  Bed,  has  caufed  great  Joy 
and  Comfort  to  all  about  him,  his  Soul  being 
filled  with  Prayer  and  Praifes  to  the  God  of 
his  Salvation,  in  whom  he  had  believed  ;  and 
he  who  had  been  his  Morning  Light,  be  found 
to  be  his  Evening  Song  :  Breaking  out  often 
in  Heavenly  Expreffions,  faying,  Grace ,  Mercy 
and  Peace,  abounded  to  his  great  Conjblation  j 
and  that  be  had  done  ins  Days  Work ,  On  a 
Friend  coming  to  pay  Rim  a  Vifit,  a  few  Days 
before  he  died,  he  faid  to  him,  Phe  Lord  has 
been  my  Stay  and  my  Staff',  and  has  helped  me 
along,  and  1  find  him  to  be  fo  now. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  24th  Day  of  the 
Second  Month  17 5 S,  at  his  Houfe  at  Totten¬ 
ham  in  Middle fex ,  and  was  honourably  buried, 
the  2d  of  the  Third  Month  following,  in 
Friends  Burial  Ground  at  IV inch  more-hill,  the 
Meeting  being  attended  by  many  Friends  from 
London  and  the  adjacent  Counties,  and  feveral 
weighty  Teftimonies  born,  to  the  Comfort  and 
Edification  of  thole  prefent  ;  and  we  have  not 
the  leaft  Doubt,  but  this  our  worthy  Friend  is 

gone 
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gone  to  that  State  of  everlafting  Reft  and 
Peace,  where  the  Wicked  ceafe  from  troubling, 
and  the  Weary  are  at  Reft. 

Aged  Seventy  two,  a  Minifter  Fifty  three 
Years. 

Jl  Tejhmony  from  Ratclift  Mo?ithly  -  meeting , 
concerning  Joseph  Ollive. 

AS  the  Memory  of  the  Juft  is  bleffed,  we 
have  Caule  to  believe  a  Bleiling  will 
reft  upon  thofe,  who  retain  fuch  a  living  and 
thankful  Remembrance  of  them  and  their  paft 
Services,  as  faithfully  to  follow  their  Example  : 
And  as  we  have  been  large  Partakers  of  the 
religious  Labours  of  this  our  dear  and  honour¬ 
able  Friend,  we  efteem  it  our  Duty  to  give 
fo/tn  the  following  Teftimony  concerning  him. 

He  wras  the  Son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
Ollive  of  London ,  and  was  born  at  Waltham- 
fow,  in  the  County  of  Ef ex,  the  19th  of  the 
Ninth  Month  1692.  fie  was  early  favoured 
with  a  merciful  Viiitation  of  Divine  Kindnefs, 
to  whsch  he  gave  up  when  yxung  and  tender 
in  It  ears  ;  and  as  he  grew  up,  by  keeping 
dole  thereto,  he  became  largely  acquainted 
with  the  Operations  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth 
upon  bis  Soul,  and,  being  preferved  in  Faith- 
fulnefs,  was  made  a  folid  and  ufeful  Member 
of  the  Society. 


About 


Public k  Friends  deceafed ..  349 

About  the  Thirty  fifth  Year  of  his  Age  a 
Dilpenfation  of  the  Gofpel  was  committed  to 
him  to  preach.  His  firfl  publick  Appearances 
were  in  the  Life  and  Wifdom  of  Truth,  which 
nearly  united  him  to  the  Brethren  ;  and  as 
he  grew  in  his  Gift  he  was  not  forward,  but 
cautious,  preferring  his  Brethren,  and  more 
efpecially  thofe  that  were  Strangers  ;  and  it 
may  be  truly  faid,  his  Labours  were  very  ac¬ 
ceptable,  being  greatly  to  the  Comfort  and 
Edification  of  the  Church. 

And  though,  by  reafon  of  bodily  Infirmities, 
Travelling  was  more  difficult  to  him  than  molt 
of  his  Brethren  in  the  Miniftry,  yet  he  fre¬ 
quently  vifited  the  Meetings  of  Friends  in 
divers  Parts  of  this  Nation,  during  a  Courfe  of 
many  Years  ;  and  his  Services  therein  were 
well  received  by  the  Faithful. 

He  manifefled  an  affedlionate  Regard  for  his 
Relations,  exercifing  the  tender  Care  both  of 
a  Friend  and  a  Father  over  them  ;  wa9  a  juft; 
and  kind  Mailer,  and  much  beloved  by  his 
Servants  ;  generous  and  exemplary  in  his 
Neighbourhood,  affording  ccnftant  Relief  to 
fome,  and  occafional  Afliftance  to  many  others 
of  the  Poor  :  He  often  difpenfed  of  his  Libe¬ 
rality  in  private,  being  far  from  Oftentation  in 
what  he  befiowed.  His  Chriftian  Compaffion 
and  Benevolence  led  him  to  affift  luch,  as 
either  publickly  or  privately  applied  to  him, 
by  judicious  Advice  and  Information,  and 

fonietimes 
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fometimes  by  fuitable  Application,  when  it 
appeared  neceffary. 

His  natural  Capacity  was  extenlive,  being 
improved  by  a  good  Education,  but  more  fo 
by  the  Influence  of  that  Infpiration  of  the 
Almighty,  which  gives  a  right  Underftandinp. 
He  was  largely  concerned  in  the  Management 
of  Affairs  relating  to  the  Society.  The  Affiduity 
of  his  Attendance,  and  the  induftrious  Exer¬ 
tion  of  his  Abilities  in  the  Caufe  of  Truth, 
and  for  the  Help  of  the  Brethren,  rendered 
him  a  very  ufeful  Member  of  this  Monthly¬ 
meeting,  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  the 
Morning-meeting,  and  the  feveral  other  Meet¬ 
ings  eftablifhed  by  Divine  Wifdom,  for  par¬ 
ticular  as  well  as  general  Service  ;  wherein  he 
appeared  to  be  extenfive  in  Knowledge,  deep 
in  Experience,  diftinguifhing  in  Judgment, 
and  audible  in  Expreffion. 

He  was  a  kind  Entertainer  of  Friends  in 
general,  and  a  great  Encourager  of  Women 
Friends,  to  come  up  in  their  proper  Services 
in  the  Difcipline  of  the  Church. 

Towards  the  Conclufion  of  his  Time,  we 
were  deprived  of  his  Company  at  our  Evening¬ 
meeting  at  Bromley ,  bodily  Weaknefs  render¬ 
ing  him  unable  to  endure  the  Evening  Air  ; 
yet  he  very  frequently  attended  our  Week-day 
Meeting  at  Ratcliff,  where  fuch  as  were  rightly 
engaged  to  wreftle  for  a  Blefiing,  had  the  Help 
of  his  Spirit,  in  an  holy  Labour  and  Exercife,  to 
dig  through  all  Obftrudtions,  that  they  might 
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get  to  the  Spring  of  divine  Refrefhment, 
whereby  he  was  often  enabled  to  bear  a  living 
Teftimony  for  God  and  his  Truth  ;  which 
tended  much  to  the  Comfort  of  fuch  as  were 
honeftly  concerned,  and  to  the  ftirring  up  the 
pure  Mind  in  all. 

He  very  nearly  fympathized  with  the  Af¬ 
flicted  in  Spirit,  and  was  often  made  inftru- 
mental  for  their  Relief  ;  he  had  a  great  Regard 
for  the  Honeft- hearted,  though  ever  fo  weak 
and  feeble  in  the  Church  ;  and  was  frequently 
concerned  to  interceed  for  them,  when  favour¬ 
ed  in  the  Houfe  of  Prayer,  that  they  might  be 
ftrengthened,  and  come  forward  to  do  their 
Day’s  Work  in  the  Day  time. 

He  gave  feveral  transient  Intimations  of  late, 
to  fome  of  his  Relations  and  Friends,  fignify- 
ing  an  Expectation  that  his  Time  here  would 
be  but  JJoort  ;  the  laft  of  which  he  dropped 
with  a  remarkable  Serenity  and  Chearfulnefs 
of  Spirit. 

It  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to  take  him 
from  the  Dangers  and  Troubles  of  this  pro¬ 
bationary  World,  without  pafling  through  the 
Pains  of  a  tedious  and  afflicting  Sicknefs.  He 
departed  this  Life  the  25th  of  the  Fourth 
Month  1758,  by  the  fudden  Seizure  of  an 
Slpoplexy.  A  frefh  Inftance  of  the  great  Ne- 
celflty  of  feeking  a  timely  Preparation  3  the 
Confideration  whereof  we  hope  may  be  a 
Means  to  excite  us  to  Diligence  and  Watchful- 

nefs,  that  Fearfulnefs  may  not  furprize  us, 

when 
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when  that  awful  and  awakening  Time  may 
come,  that  we  fhall  be  fummoned  from  Works 
to  Rewards. 

We  have  Caufe  to  believe  it  has  been  the 
fteady  Concern  of  this  our  dear  deceaied 
Friend,  for  a  long  Series  of  Years,  to  difcharge 
himfelf,  and  fo  to  watch,  that  he  might  be 
ready  to  meet  the  Lord  at  his  Coming.  And 
we  doubt  not  but  his  Removal  is  to  him  a 
happy  Tranflation  into  the  Manfions  of  eternal 
Relt  and  Glory  ;  yet  we  cannot  but  be  fenfibly 
affedted  with  the  Lofs  of  fo  ferviceable  and 
valuable  a  Member  in  the  Church. 

H  is  Body  was  decently  interred  in  Friends 
Burial  Ground  at  Ratcliff  on  Firft-day,  the 
30th  of  the  Fourth  Month  aforefaid,  after  a 
very  large  and  folemn  Meeting,  which  was 
favoured  with  a  good  Degree  of  the  Divine 
Prefence,  and  attended  by  a  great  Number  of 
Friends  and  others  from  the  feveral  Parts  of 
this  City. 

He  died  in  the  Sixty  fixth  Year  of  his  Age, 
a  Minifter  about  thirty  Years. 
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A  Peftimony  from  Reading  Monthly- meeting  in 
Berkihire,  concerning  Michael  Turpin. 

OU  R  dear  and  wortny  Friend,  Michael 
< Turpin ,  was  born  at  Hemel-  Hemp/lead, 
in  the  County’of  Hertford,  the  3d  of  the  Sixth 
Month  166S  3  and  after  living  at  Albans  m 
the  laid  County  about  Sixteen  Years,  removed 
to  this  Town  about  the  Year  -1726,  where 
he  redded  about  Thirty  one  Yiiais;  in  which 
Time  he  was  of  good  Service  to  this  Meeting, 
being  well  qualified  tor  the  Work  cf  the 
Miniftry,  to  which  he  was  called  about  the 
Twenty  third  Year  of  his  Age:  And  by  ftrtbbly 
adhering  to  the  divine  Gift  bellowed  on  him, 
grew  in  the  Life  of  Religion,  and  had  a  lively 
and  powerful  Teftimony  frequently  to  bear  in 
old  Age,  increafing  in  his  Gift  as  he  grew  in 
Years  :  And  thougn  not  a  Alan  of  much 
Literature,  yet,  when  under  divine  Influence, 
he  dilcovered  a  good  Undemanding,  being  well 
in  ft  rubbed  in  the  School  of  Chrift.  He  was 
zealous  in  Teftimony  againft  Pride,  CovetouJ- 
nefs,  all  Libertinijm ,  and  whatever  is  not  fubjedl 
to  Pruth  3  alio,  that  our  Chriftian  Difcipline 
might  be  maintained  upon  its  ancient  Founda¬ 
tion.  He  was  a  true  Mourner  in  Sion,  one 
who  fighed  for  the  Abominations  of  the 
Times,  and  truly  fympathized  with  others  in 
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the  like  Condition,  to  whom  he  often  had  a 
Word  of  Encouragement,  which  he  fuitably 
adminiftered  greatly  to  their  Comfort :  But  to 
the  lukewarm,  indifferent,  formal  Profeffors, 
his  l  eflimony  was  clofe  and  piercing  ;  and  by 
keeping  iiis  Place  in  the  Authority  of  Truth, 
he  was  a  Check  upon  fome  forward  and 

unqualified  Spiiiis,  which  lorn e times  appeared 
amongfl:  us. 

He  was  often  (efpecially  toward  the  Con- 
clunon.  of  his  Time)  extraordinarily  drawn 
forth,  in  fervent  Supplication  to  the  Almighty, 
for  the  young  and  rifing  Generation,  and  that 
thefe  Wii0  were  in  undue  Liberties  might  be 
reclaimed,  and  thofe  who  were  at  Eafe  in  a 
Pioidlion  and  outward  Conformity,  without 
a  real  Pofleffion  of  the  bleffed  Truth,  might 
be,  by  a  lreki  Cification,  awakened  and  furred 
up  to  a  Seiffe  of  their  States  and  Duty. 

His  Life  and  Converfation  was  exemplary 
and  edifying  ;  his  Deportment  and  Counte¬ 
nance  To  lid,  weighty  and  awful  ;  he  loved  and 
fought  Retirement,  flept  little,  was  temperate 
and  indullrious,  con feien dourly  concerned  that 
he  might  not  bring  any  Reproach  on  his  holy 
Profeflion  by  Infolvency  j  and  therefore,  and 
for  the  Benefit  of  his  bodily  Health,  he  occu- 
pied  a  conliderable  Part  of  his  Time  in  fuch 
Bufinefs  as  he  was  capable  of,  though  the 
Profits  arifing  therefrom  were  very  (mail. 

In  his  laft  Ilnefs,  which  continued  about 
three  Weeks,  he  was  enabled  to  bear  the 
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and  Stilnefs  ;  and,  in  the  Depth  of  Humility, 
begged  of  the  Lord,  1 That  he  would  he  p leafed  to 
relerje  him  from  his  /ifjliphcn  ;  who  in  Mercy 
granted  his  Requeil  ,  and  lie  is,  we  doubt 
not,  fafely  arrived  through  a  Sea  of  1  roubles 
to  the  Port  of  endleis  joy,  and  is  an  Inhabitant 
of  that  glorious  City  (of  which  he  had  a  Vifion. 
a  little  before  his  Deceafe)  where  mere  is  riQ 
Need  of  the  Light  of  the  Sun,  neither  of  the 
Moon,  for  the  Glory  of  God  doth  lighten  it, 
and  the  Lamb  is  the  Light  thereof 

He  quietly  departed  this  Life,  in  great  Stil¬ 
nefs,  the  nth  of  the  Ninth  Month  1757,  and 
was  buried  the  15th  following,  in  the  Burying 
Ground  belonging  to  Friends  at  Reading ,  in  a 
very  plain  but  decent  Manner,  according  to 
his  particular  Defire,  in  the  Eightieth  Year  of 
his  Aae  :  A  Minifter  about  Fifty  Seven  Years, 
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A  Teftimony  from  Wi'gton  Monthly  -  meeting  in 
Cumberland,  concerning  Hannah  Wilson. 


HANNAH  WILSON  was  born  the  7th 
of  the  Fourth  Month  i68i.  She  was 
of  Jofeph  and  Mary  Steel  of  Morcs- 
gate,  who  gave  her  a  flrldt  and  religious  Edu¬ 
cation  ;  for  which,  (lie  often  expfeffed  great 
Gratitude  to-  Providence  and  her  virtuous  Pa¬ 
rents,  with  ffrong  Defires  that  fhe  might  tread 
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in  the  fame  Steps,  and  follow  their  godly 
Example. 

In  1715  die  married  Richard  IV  1 1 [on  of 
Cocker  mouth,  and  in  1736  was  called  to  the 
Work  of  the  Miniftry,  in  which  fhe  was 
faithful  according  to  the  Gift  received.  In  the 
time  of  Health,  frequent  in  Heavenly  Medita¬ 
tion  by  her  Fire-fide,  exhorting  thofe  about 
her,  and  in  the  Family,  Vo  remember  their 
Latter-end ,  and  feek  a  City  that  hath  Founda¬ 
tions  ;  that  'when  the  Bridegroom  came ,  their 
Lamps  might  be  trimmed ,  and  ready  to  enter 
with  him.  And  frequently  laid.  It  has  been 
my  early  Lie  fire  from  my  Infancy f  that  I  may 
live  the  Life  of  the  Righteous ,  that  my  la  ft  End 
may  be  happy  with  them  that  die  in  the  Lord  ; 
and ,  Oh  may  this  be  all  our  Portion  at  la  ft  ! 
with  much  more  to  the  like  Effcdt  at  different 
times. 

During  her  laft  Ilnefs,  which  continued 
about  two  Weeks,  Hie  was  very  religned, 
whether  Life  or  Death  ;  and  fa  id,  Tty  Will  be 
done ,  0  God  !  I  am  ready  if  thou  pleafe  now , 
Jor  I  have  no  Guilt  upon  me  ;  /  prayed  for 
Patience  to  hear  my  prefent  Nffaclion,  and  thou 
haft  given  it  me  ;  nay,  more  than  1  have  ajked 
for  :  Blefed  by  thy  holy  Name .  My  Cup  over¬ 
flows  with  thy  Goodnefs ,  now ,  in  this  dime  oj 
Need  and  great  bodily  Weaknefs  ;  for  which ,  my 
Soul ,  and  all  that  is  within  rne}  reverently  bows 
and  werfhips  ajreftj . 
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At  another  time  fhe  faid,  This  Death  is  an 
awful  Solemnity  to  all  that  are  capable  of  think¬ 
ing  ;  and  yet,  Thanks  be  to  God,  '  1  have  not  the 
lea  ft  Fear  oj  it  ;  for  the  holy  Lord  :tkat  hath 
been  with  me  at  times,  all  my  Life  long ,  will  be 
at  my  right  Hand  through  theffafj age  of  Death, 
and  conduct  me  to  the  Regions  of  Light.  v 

At  another  time,  after  a  folerrln  Silence,  (he 
faid,  Gracious  and  holy  Lord,,  remember  our 
Offspring,  the  Touth  of  this  prefent  Generation  , 
Oh  !  viftthem  afrefh  and  ajrefk ,  till  it  be  effect¬ 
ual  ;  and  grant  that  the  Sufferings  of  many  of 
their  worthy  Anceflors,  in  Goals  and  Dungeons  for 
the  Tejlimony  of  thy  Name,  and  which  many  fealed 
with  their  Blood ,  may  fink  in  their  Minds  3  that 
it  may  be  a  Spur  on  them  to  Faithfulnefs,  that  they 
may  not  trample  on  their  Affoes  by  a  contrary 
Conduit  :  Oh  !  let  a  double  Portion  of  their 
Spirit  reft  on  them  ;  that  from  our  Seed ,  fudges 
as  at  the  fir  ft,  and  Counfiellors  as  at  the  Begin¬ 
ning,  may  be  raifed  up  among  them  :  And \  O 
holy  Lord  !  blefs  the  Touth  of  this  Meeting,  and 
all  Ages  and  Degrees  in  it  y  Oh  !  do  thou,  when 
ever  they  meet,  be  in  the  Mid  ft  of  them,  and 
furround  them  with  thy  living  Prefence  :  Be 
with  Jiich  as  are  not  able  to  attend  the  Aft'emblies 
of  thy  People  ;  let  thy  Light  jhine  round  about 
fuch  in  their  folitary  Chambers,  for  their  Com¬ 
fort  and  Support  ;  and  gracioujly  be  near  all 
under  Affliction,  whether  of  Body  or  Mind,  and 
help  them  that  are  fie  eking  after  thee  ;  be  thou 
Strength  in  all  times  of  their  Weaknefs ,  that 
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they  may  have  to  tejlify  oj  thy  Goodnejs  in  the 
Land  oj  the  Living.  And,  Oh  !  grant ,  where 
Hardnefs  of  Heart  has  entered,  that  it  may  be 
done  away  ;  and  give  fuel  Hearts  of  Fief,  that 
nothing  but  Love  may  rule  in  the  Church,  or  in 
°un  Families  :  Thou  art  fufficient  for  all  thefe 
Things  ;  take  us,  we  befeech  thee,  into  thy  holy 
Protection ,  that  we  may  be  f afe  under  the  Shadow 
oj [  thy  Wing,  where  we  may  magnify  thy  Name, 
for  thou  art  worthy  of  Worjhif  and  Praife  for 
ever  ;  with  more  of  the  lame  Import. 

After  which,  defiling  forne  prefent  to  mind 
the  Manifeftations  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  their 
own  Minds,  and  be  obedient  thereto,  which 
would  give  them  Happinefs  in  Life,  and  Peace 
in  Death,  (lie  remained  quiet  ;  and  departed 
on  the  26th  of  the  Eleventh  Month  1758,  and 
was  buried  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at 
Wigton. 

Aged  Seventy  feven,  a  Minifter  Twenty 
two  Years. 
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_/[  Leftimony  from  Maridon  Monthly -nice ting  in 
Lancashire,  concerning  Charles  Harrison. 

OUR  Friend,  Charles  11  cirri  fori ,  from  his 
Youth  had  ftrong  Defires  in  his  Mind 
after  the  true  Knowledge  of  God,  and  our  Lord 
Jefus  thrift  ;  and,  frequenting  the  Meetings  of 
particular  Baptifis,  was  lnucn  tolleu  with  Givers 
Winds  of  Dodrine,  and  ftrong  Temptations 
of  the  Enemy  of  his  Soul.  Whilft  in  this 
State,  he  went  to  a  Meeting  of  the  People 
called  Quakers,  where  our  honourable  Friend, 
John  Fot  her  gill,  exhorted  to  an  inward  Wait¬ 
ing  upon  the  Lord ,  in  Faith ,  to  receive  Power 
over  every  evil  \ Thought .  This  D offl  ine  made 
fo  deep  an  Imprefhon  upon  his  IViind,  tacit  (as 
we,  fome  of  us,  have  often  heard  him  fay,  with 
Tears  of  Joy)  he  was  as  if  he  heard  the  Sound 
of  his  Voice  for  many  Days.  Hence  forward 
he  attended  our  religious  Meetings,  and  in  a 
little  time  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  deliver  him 
from  thofe  ftrong  Temptations  and  Fears,  and 
to  raife  him  up  to  preach  the  Gofpel.  His 
Miniftry  was  acceptable  and  edifying,  his 
Life  and  Convention  being  very  eminently 
correfpondent  with  the  Dodrine  he  preached. 

During  his  laft  Unefs,  he  was  much  vifited 
by  Friends,  and  many  religious  People  of 
other  Denominations  ;  to  whom,  the/  under 
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great  Weaknefs  of  Body,  be  was  often  engaged 
to  declare  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  in  a  very 
powerful  and  affedting  Manner. 

He  departed  this  Life,  in  perfedt  Peace,  the 
14th  Day  of  the  Ninth  Month  iyc8,  and  was 
buried  in  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  Sawley 
the  16th  of  the  fame,  in  the  Eighty  ninth  Year 
of  his  Age,  having  been  a  Minifter  Fifty  Years. 


Jl  ’Teftimony  from  Kendal  Monthly  -  meeting 
in  Weftmorland,  concerning  William 
Hartley.  ■ 


OU  R  beloved  Friend;  William  Bartley , 
was  born  near  Broughton  in  the  County 
of  Lancajhire ,  of  reputable-  Parents,  and  had 
his  Education  in  the  Principles  of  the  Church 
of  England.  In  his  youthful  Days  he  was  of  a 
very  gay  and  fprightly  Difpofition,  altho’  he  had 
frequent  Intervals  of  feriousRefledlions,  wherein 
he  clearly  beheld  the  airy  State  and  Condition 
he  was  then  in  ;  yet,  as  he  was  obedient  to  the 
Convidlions  of  Divine  Grace,  the  momentary 
Pleafures  of  this  frail  Life  were  fullied  in  his 
Eye  5  and  becoming  more  and  more  religi- 
oufly  inclined,  a  Ditiarisfadtion  with  the  Forms 
of  Worth  ip  he  was  brought  up  in,  increafed 
fo,  that  about  the  Twenty  firfl  Year  of  his 
Age  he  wTas  convinced  of  the  Principles  of 
Truth  as  held  forth  by  us,  and  joined  the 
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Society  ;  in  which  he  continued  an  unfhaken 
Example  of  true  Piety,  through  the  various 
Affiiaions  and  -Viciffitudcs  of  Life  ;  having 
been  a  diligent  Affiftant  in  tranfading  the 
weighty  Affairs  of  the  Church,  and  paiticu- 
larly  lerviceable  in  that  of  vifiting  Friends 
Families,  wherein  he  was  excellently  qualified. 

In  about  the  Sixty  fecond  Year  of  his  Age, 
his  Mouth  was  opened  in  a  publick  Teftimony 
to  the  bleffed  Truth,  and  his  Miniftry  being 
accompanied  with  a  divine  Authority,  (though 
he  was  moftly  fhort)  his  Labour  of  Love 
generally  tended  to  -the  Comfort  and  Edifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Hearers. 

And  when  the  Time  of  his  Diffolution  drew 
near,  he  feemed  to  have  an  undoubted  Evi¬ 
dence  of  an  happy  Futurity,  frequently  break¬ 
ing  forth  in  much  tender  Advice,  Counfel  and 
Encouragement  to  his  Family,  and  Friends 
who  came  to  vifit  him,  in.no  lefs  lively  and 
affedtir.g  a  Manner  than  in  the  time  of  Health. 
Thus  was  he  owned  in  his  laft  Moments  by 
the  Divine  Prefence,  wherein  his  Soul  greatly 
delighted,  which  confiderably  alleviated  his 
bodily  Pain,  and  was  an  inexpreffible  Confola- 
tion  to  his  dear  Wife  and  Children,  to  whom 
he  had  fully  difcharged  himfelf  ;  having  been 
a  loving  Hufband,  an  affectionate  and  exem¬ 
plary  Parent,  and,  in  his  Neighbourhood,  a 
mod  faithful  Friend  and  Advifer.  A  conftant 
Attender  of  Meetings  fo  long  as  Ability  of 
Body  would  permit.  ■ 
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What  fhall  we  fay  more  concerning  this  om 
deceafed  Friend,  than  that  Biffed  are  the  Bead 
that  die  in  the  Lord  ?  yea ,  faith  the  Spirit,  from 
henceforth  they  reft  from  their  Labours,  and 
their  Wl orks  follow  them. 

He  died  the  3d  of  the  Second  Month  17:0. 
in  the  Sixty  eighth  Year  of  his  Age,  and' was 
buiied  the  6th  of  the  fame,  in  our  Burving 
Ground  at  Crook,  in  the  County  of  Weft- 
mortand. 

"**'  '  1  "  '  "  . .  ,  ,  ,1.  n,  1 1 .  . 

A  Leftimony  from  the  Six-Weeks  Mens- Meeting 
at  Waterford  tn  Ireland,  concerning  Eliza¬ 
beth  Balfour. 

IT  has  pleafed  Infinite  Wifdom  to  remove 
.  from  us,  by  Death,  our  dear  and  well 
beloved  Friend  Elizabeth  Balfour,  whofe  Ser¬ 
vices,  during  the  few  Years  fhe  redded  amoneft 
us,  were  very  acceptable  :  We  therefore  are 
concerned  to  give,  in  a  brief  Manner,  a  Tefti- 
mony  of  her. 

She  was  of  a  pleafant  and  chearful  Dil- 
pofition  in  Converfation,  yet  attended  with 
Gravity  and  Meeknefs,  which  rendered  her 
Company  agreeable  and  inflruclive  :  In  her 
Deportment  folid,  in  her  Miniftry  plain,  living 
and  powerful  ;  not  forward  in  appearing,  but 
watchful  and  attentive  to  obferve  lfridfly  the 
Motion  of  Life  ;  fo  that  when  concerned,  it 
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was  both  feafonable  and  fuitable  ;  and  not— 
withftanding  fhe  was  fometimes  {harp  in  Re¬ 
proof,  to  luch  as  brought  Reproach.  on  our 
holy  Profeffion,  yet  (he  was  tender  in  Sym¬ 
pathy  with  Sion's  Mourners,  to  whom  die  had 
often  a  Word  of  Comfort  and  Encouragement 
to  adminiifer.  She  was  alfo  gifted  in  Difci- 
pl'me,  having  good  Service  in  Meetings  for  it 
here  and  elfewhere,  being  zealous  for  preferr¬ 
ing  good  Order,  and  that  Chrijlian  Plainnefs 
and  Moderation  fhould  be  obferved  in  all 
Refpedts. 

She  was  likewife  ferviceable  in  Family 
Vifits  j  a  Work  fne  much  approved  of,  but 
went  upon  with  Awfulnefs  and  Fear,  being 
fenfible  of  the  Weight  and  Exercife  which 
attends  the  rightly  concerned  therein,  and  that 
nothing  fhort  of  Divine  Wijdom  can  enable  or 
qualify  for  the  faithful  Performance  ;  which 
therefore  fhe  not  only  waited  for,  but  was 
often  favoured  with. 

More  may  be  laid  concerning  the  Services 
of  this  our  dear  deceafed  Friend,  if  we  were 
to  particularize  ;  but  we  chufe  Brevity,  as 
well  as  being  cautious  of  exp  re  fling  any  thing 
which  may  be  thought  like  Encomiums  on 
her,  having  nothing  in  View  but  to  attribute 
the  Praife  of  ail  to  the  Almighty,  Great  and 
Gracious  Being,  whofe  Works  they  are,  and 
which  alone  do  praife  him  ;  and  likewife  to 
animate  and  encourage  prefent  and  future 
Generations  to  follow  her  pious  Example,  that 
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fo  they  may  (as  we  believe  fhe  has  done)  when 
they  finifh  their  Courfe,  by  fighting  a  good 
Fight,  and  keeping  the  faith,  receive  the 
Crown  of  Rjgbteoufnefs,  which  is  laid  ud  for 
all  them  that  love  the  Appearing  of  our  Lord  ; 
to  whom,  through,  in,  and  over  all,  be  the 
Thaqkfgiving  and  Praife,  Dominion  and  Re- 
nown  aicribed  for  ever. 

She  departed  this  Life  the  ift  Day  of  the 
Eighth  Month  iyy8,  in  the  Forty  fecond  Year 
of  her  Age  ;  a  Minifter  about  Twenty  Years  ; 
and  was  interred  in  Friends  Burying  Ground 
at  Wt at  erf  or  d,  after  a  folid  Meeting  of  Friends 
and  others,  wherein  the  Power  of  that  Truth, 

in  which  die  lived  and  died,  was  evidently 
manifefted.  . 

-■  I  ri+S  a  -  ft' 

Some  further  Account  of  Elizabeth  Balfour, 
with  her  dying  Exprefjions. 

Elizabeth,  the  Wife  of  Archibald  Balfour 
of  Waterford ,  and  Daughter  to  James  and 
Sarah  Loiney  of  Limerick ,  was  by  the  Fear  of 
the  Lord,  (which  is  the  Beginning  of  Wifdom) 
co-operating  with  the  great  Advantage  of  a 
religious  Education,  prelerved  in  her  early 
Years  from  the  Follies  incident  to  Youth  ; 
being  dutiful  to  her  Parents,  to  whom  the  was 
often  a  Joy  and  Comfort  in  the  Lord  ;  and  a 
good  Pattern,  both  by  Advice  and  Example,  to 
her  younger  Brothers  and  Sifters. 


It 
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It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  call  her  to  the  Work  of 
the  Miniftry  about  the  Twenty  fecund  Year  of 
her  Age,  altho’  much  in  a  Crofs  to  the  natural 
Part  ;  but  finding  that  nothing  but  Obedience 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  Almighty,  lhe  gave 
up  to  his  Call,  and  difcharged  herfelf  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Ability  received,  to  the  Satisfaction 
and  Comfort  of  fenfible  Friends,  where  her 
Lot  was  caft.  She  vifited  this  Nation  generally, 
and  fome  Parts  thereof  feveral  Times  ;  alfo 
the  South  Weft  Parts  of  England ,  in  the 
Year  1742,  in  Company  with  Elizabeth  Fen¬ 
nell  (then  Peafe.)  As  to  her  farther  Service,^ 
the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  Teftimony  of 
Friends  of  Waterford  concerning  her:  And  in 
the  Station  of  a  Wife,  was  tender  and  lympa- 
thizing  beyond  what  can  be  exprefted  in 
Words,  or  ever  underftocd,  except  by  fuch  as 
have  been  favoured  with  fuch  a  Bleffing. 

She  was  feized  with  her  laft  Ilnefs  on  the 
10th  of  the  Seventh  Month  1758,  and  on  the 
13th  apprehending  lb.:  was  near  her  End,  in 
great  Agony  of  Spirit  laid,  My  Pam  and  Weak- 
nefs  is  fo  great ,  that  I  think  I  can't  hold  long  ; 
I  am  fo  dijlreffhd  and  poor  in  Mind ,  that  1  fear 
I  am  not  prepared  for  it.  Upon  which  lhe 
wept  bitterly  ;  yet  faid,  She  could  not  accufe, 
herfelf  of  aSiing  amrfs ,  that  occajtoned  the  Lord 
to  withdraw  from  her ,  unlef  the  la  ft  Lime  (he 
had  any  Thing  given  her  to  fay  in  Meeting ,  floe 
pleaded  Excufe  Jo  long ,  that  the  Meeting  broke 
up  ;  and  it  then  ran  through  her  Mind,  There 
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is  that  fcattereth  and  yet  encreafeth  ;  and  there 
is  that  with-holdeth  more  than  is  meet,  and  it 
tendeth  to  Poverty  ;  adding,  and  1  have  found 
it  fo. 

A  Friend,  whom  Hie  dearly  loved,  coming 
to  fee  her,  and  finding  her  thus,  fpoke  very 
encouragingly  to  her,  laying,  He  had  Faith  to 
believe ,  the  Almighty  would  not  take  her  hence, 
before  he  gave  her  a  full  Afif'urance  of  eternal 
Happinejs  ;  upon  which  Ihe  feemed  ealier  in 
her  Mind,  but  in  great  Fear  and  Poverty  till 
the  22d  ;  from  which  time,  till  her  Departure, 
many  comfortable  Expreffions  were  dropped 
by  her,  the  Subftance  of  fome  of  which  is  as 
follows. 

Being  that  Morning  very  weak,  fhe  looked 
as  if  going  off  in  a  very  Hill  Manner  ;  and 
being  afked  to  take  fomething,  fire  delired  not 
to  be  difiurbed  ;  and  foon  after  laid,  I  thought  I 
was  going  quietly  and  jweetly ,  for  all  is  now 
well ;  l  now  can  fay.  Not  my  Will,  but  thine, 
O  Lord,  be  done  ;  now  Death  ferns  near ,  and 
I  am  willing ,  having  got  an  Evidence  of  eternal 
Peace. 


After  fome  time  of  great  Weaknefs,  Ihe  faid 
thus  ;  It  is  a  fine  I  king  to  be  preferved  alive  in 
the  Truth  ;  it  is  more  than  all  befides ,  and  what 
I  have  often  defined  for  ;  my  Heart  is  filled  with 
divine  Love,  but  am  not  able  to  exprefs  what  I 
feel.  She  delired  her  Love  to  be  remembered  to 
fever al  Friends  in  particular  ;  adding,  and  to 
all  the  Friends  of  Truth  to  whom  my  Mind  has 
,  •  often 
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often  been  nearly  united  in  fmcere  Love  :  cTell 
them ,  that  there  is  a  Manfon  0 f  eternal  Rejl 
prepared  for  me ,  where  1  hope  we  Jhall  meet 
again ,  never  more  to  part.  Remember  my  dear 
Love  to  all  my  dear  Friends  in  this  City  ;  they 
have  been  kind,  yea,  affeSrionately  kind  to  me 
fnce  I  came  amongft  than  ;  alfo  to  Friends  of 
Cork  and  Dublin,  and  every  where,  where  my 
Lot  has  been  cajl.  0  Lord  !  prejcrve  thy  People 
here ,  who  have  been  highly  favoured ,  and  alfo 
thofe  in  the  Place  of  my  Nativity  ;  Oh  the 
Sheep’s  Clothing  !  but  not  the  Life  ;  may  the 
Lord  open  every  fcnfible  Eye  to  fee  it  :  I  have 
often  defined  to  be  favoured  with  a  feeling  Senfe 
of  this  State  ;  the  Lord  grant  it  me  unto  my 
End ,  and  unto  all  the  Sincere-hearted.  Lord  ! 
open  the  blind  Eyes,  and  cauje  them  that  are 
gone  afiray,  to  return  bef  ore  it  be  too  late. 

To  fome  Friends,  who  were  by  her,  £he  laid, 
1  could  not  exprefs  thefe  Things  of  myfelf  in  my 
prefent  Condition  ;  nay,  1  ciurji  not  :  (having 
fignified  a  Care  that  reded  on  her  Mind  in  this 
Refpedi:,  fince  the  time  her  Mouth  was  hr  ft 
opened  in  a  publick  Teftimony)  1  thought  I 
fkould  have  nothing  to  fay  ;  but  feeling  the  Re- 
newings  of  Divine  Life  amongft  us,  (for  which 
my  Soul  praijes  the  Lord)  I  am  made  willing  to 
drop  what  opens,  while  I  have  Strength  given. 
My  dear  Love  is  to  my  beloved  Sifter  m  the 
Truth,  Sufannah  Hatton  ;  (who  was  then 
abroad  on  Truth’s  Service)  jhe  will  be  forty 
f  or  my  Removal,  as  we  have  loved  one  another 


dearie  ; 
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dearly  ;  but  I  am  going  to  eternal  Ref  and 
Peace ,  where ,  1  truft ,  we  fhall  meet  again , 

feparated  no  more. 

She  defired  a  particular  Friend,  that  vihted 
her,  to  lay  her  out,  and  fee  that  every  Thing 
was  plain  ;  faying,  1  love  Plainnefs  in  my 
Heart :  And  cautioned  a  young  Woman,  who 
fometimes  did  that  Office  for  the  Dead,  to 
avoid  putting  fo  much  needlel's  plaiting  upon 
the  Sheet  that  covered  her,  as  the  had  feen 
her  and  others  do  ;  faying,  I  have  been  often 
troubled  at  it ,  and  1  requejl  thou  mind  it  for  the 
future  ;  for  Plainnefs  in  every  refpeel  is  mod 
becoming  us  as  a  People  ;  any  Thing  to  the 
contrary  being  unanfwerable  to  our  Profejjicn. 
At  another  time  (he  exprelfed  herfeif  thus  ; 
How  little  doth  the  Worlds  and  the  Comforts 
I  had  in  it ,  look  now  in  my  View  ;  there  is 
nothing  in  it  worth  our  Notice ,  but  to  prefs 
after  the  better  Part  nothing  elfe  now  has  any 
Beauty  in  my  View  :  The  Lord,  if  it  be  his 
Will ,  juf'er  me  not  to  be  long  here ;  1  hope  the 
Work  is  pretty  well,  and  nigh  accomplished. 

Being  in  great  Pain,  ffie  faid,  This  is  hard 
Work  the  Affliction  of  this  Body  is  very  great : 
And  it  is  an  awful  Thing  thus  to  look  the 
Almighty  in  the  Face  ;  yet,  through  Mercy,  I 
am  freed  from  any  Guilt  that  I  know  of.  Oh  ! 
if  it  be  fo  dreadful  for  thcfe  that  have  led  pretty 
innocent  and  circumfpeB  Lives  ;  what  will  be¬ 
come  of  them  that  are  loaded  with  the  Guilt  of 
Sin  ?  If  the  Righteous  fcarcely  be  faved,  where 
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fhall  the  Wicked  and  Ungodly  appear  ?  A  Woman 
of  another  Perfwafion  being  prefent,  fhc  added. 
And  there  is  no  Mortal  that  can  give  any  Help 
to  remove  the  Guilt  of  Sin ,  at  fiuch  a  ' lime  as 
this  ;  fo  let  none  deceive  themjelves  with  fiich 
Notions ;  for  if  they  doy  they  will  find  it  a  De¬ 
ceit.  She  warned  a  young  Woman,  that  came 
to  fee  her,  again!!  Pride  and  High-minded- 
nefs  ;  and  let  before  her  the  great  Danger 
many  poor  Souls  were  in,  if  they  fhould  be 
fummoned  hence  in  their  prefent  unprepared 
State  ;  faying,  How  mi  fir  able  would  my  prefent 
Condition  bey  when  attended  with  finch  Affliction 
of  Body ,  and  ready  to  launch  into  Eternity ,  if 
that  was  my  Cafe  ! 

One  Morning,  after  a  painful  Night  of 
great  Weaknefs,  both  of  Body  and  Mind, 
infomuch  that  her  Voice  was  fcarce  to  be 
heard  ;  after  lying  ftill  for  fome  time,  fhe 
prayed  very  fervently,  with  an  audible  Voice 
and  great  Power,  to  the  following  Import : 

£C  O  Lord  God  Almighty  !  thou  that  dwelled: 
£C  in  the  Heavens,  and  the  Heaven  of  Heavens 
<c  cannot  contain  thee;  yet  haft  thou  promifed 
“  to  look  down  on  him  that  is  poor  and  con- 
£C  trited  before  thee,  and  that  trembles  at  thy 
<c  Word  :  May  it  Hand  good  with  thy  Hea- 
“  venly  Will,  to  fulfil  it  this  Time  to  thy  poor 
<c  diftreffed  Handmaid,  who  thou  knowelt  has 
u  been  often  contrited,  and  trembled  before 
u  thee.  Thou  that  haft  been  with  me  in 

B  b  11  fix 
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“  flx  Troubles,  forfake  me  not  in  the  feventh  ; 
“  if  thou  doeft,  I  am  undone,  for  I  have  no' 
“  Strength  but  what  comes  from  thee  :  Thou 
“  that  haft  been  Strength  in  Weaknefs,  and  a 
“  prefent  Help  in  every  Time  of  Tiouble,  O 
be  gracioufly  plealed  to  look  down  upon  me 
“  now  in  Mercy,  in  this  Time  of  the  greateft 
“  Affliction  I  ever  met  with  ;  let  thy  Prefence 
■“  be  near,  elfe  I  perifh  for  ever  :  Thou  that 
“  haft  been  with  me  all  my  Life  long  to  this 
“  Day,  and  only  knows  my  Condition  and 
“  great  Weaknefs  of  late,  for  lake  me  not  now. 


“  —  I  feel  a  little  of  the  Revivings  of  thy  an- 
“  cient  Goodnefs,  for  which  my  Soul  prailes 
“  thy  great  and  holy  Name.  —  O  Lord  !  be 
“  pleafed  to  remember  my  dear  Hufband,  be 
“  thou  his  Comfort  and  Support ;  alfo  my  dear 
“  Parents,  Brother  and  Sifters,  and  all  my  near 
“  and  dear  Friends.  Lord  God  Almighty  ! 
“  grant  that  their  Eyes  may  be  fo  kept  unto 
“  thee,  that  thou  tnayft  be  with  them  when  this . 
“  Time  of  deep  Trial  comes. — Thou  haft  been 
“  near  at  this  Time,  beyond  what  I  expeded  ; 
“  Strength  in  Weaknefs,  Riches  in  Poverty 
“  indeed.” 

Soon  after  the  above  Prayer  ffle  fpoke  thus  ; 
Now  the  Beloved  o  f  my  Soul  is  come ,  but  not  empty- 
handed  :  Oh  the  Precioufnej's  of  his  Love  !  his 
Lime  is  the  bejl  dime-,  thy  Servant  is  now  ready. 
After  which,  fhe  lay  very  ftill  and  quiet  (tho’ 
in  great  Pain  of  Body)  inwardly  breathing  and 

praiiing 
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praifing  the  Lord,  as  was  vifible  to  every  fen- 
fible  Beholder  ;  often  fignifying,  That  (he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  give  up  the  Ghoft ,  when  the 
Lord’s  Time  was  come  ;  and  being  earneftly 
defirous  to  be  endued  with  Patience  to  wait  his 
Pleafure  therein,  which  fhe  exprefTed,  (he  could 
not  attain  to  without  his  Aid,  more  efpecially 
when  in  Juch  grievous  Pain  of  Body  ;  the  Lord 
was  plealed  to  grant  her  Requeft,  and  endued 
her  therewith  to  Admiration. 

Some  time  after,  die  fpoke  thus  ;  Lord ! 
be  with  me  in  the  pinching  Time  of  feparating 
Soul  from  Body,  and  give  me  an  eafy  Pa f age  ; 
Oh  !  grant  jor  a  Sign,  that  I  may  ffretch  at 
Eafe,  if  it  be  but  jor  a  few  Moments  before  I 
go  hence  ;  and  give  me,  at  that  Time,  a  renewed 
Ajfurance  of  Peace  with  thee.  Which  Petition 
was  alfo  gracioufly  granted  her  ;  as,  for  fevera! 
H.ours  before  her  Departure,  fire  complained 
of  no  Pain  of  Body  ;  faying,  All  is  well :  The 
.  Lord  is  my  Righteoufnefs  ;  1  have  Peace,  Peace 
fweet  Peace  ;  quite  eafy  both  in  Body  and  Mind, 
and  humbly  thankful  for  it  :  Oh  the  joy  that  I 
feel  !  What  fignifies  all  the  Trouble  and  Pain  we 
can  go  through  here,  if  we  can  attain  to  this 
State  at  lajl  :  My  Peace  I  give  unto  you  (/aid 
our  Lord.)  I  have  thought  of  this  Saying  to  Day, 
and  1  witnefs  it.  In  which  contented  Con¬ 
dition,  accompanied  with  a  remarkable  De¬ 
gree  of  Heavenly  Innocence  and  Chearfulnels 
of  Spirit,  fhe  continued  unto  the  lafl  ;  and 
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leaning  her  Head  backwards,  as  if  falling  into 
a  fweet  Slumber,  in  a  few  Minutes  drew  her 
lail  Breath  ;  and  we  doubt  not,  is  entered  into 
that  full  Fruition  of  eternal  Reft  and  Peace 
which  flie  had  a  fweat  Earneft  of,  never  to 
feel  any  more  Pain. 
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